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LORD CLIVE, Baron Plassey. 


O N the part of the nabob he confirmed and 
ratified the treaty which he had formerly 
concluded uuh the compinj upon his elevation to 
the Nizamut, engaging to regard the honour and 
reputation of the company, their governor and 
council as his own. Indeed there wasa great ana- 
logy between Mccr 'Mahomed, (detcftablc maxims 
of politics,) and the Servants of the company ; the 
honour and reputation of his mailers and himfelf 
averc equally contaminated. 

He confirmed to the company the grant of 
Burdmn, Midnaporc and Chittagong, for defray- 
ing the cxpenccs of their troops He ratified the 
privilege granted them by their fitmaun of carry- 
ing on their trade by means of their own duftuck 
free from all duties, taxes rnd impofiiions in all 
parts of the country ; the art cle of fait excepted ; 
on which a duty of it,o end a I ilf per cent was to 
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b- levied on'tlie rowana or lioogly marbet.price. 
Ide gave ihc company half the lalipc:rc which 1$ 
produced in the country of Purnca, which their 
gomaAahs were to fvnd to Calcutta. 'J’hc other 
half was to be collcftcd by the nabob's fouzdaffor 
the ufeof his officers, and no other perfon was to 
make purchafes of this article in that country. 
The lime made at Silbcrt for the fpicc of five years, 
at the joint cxpences of the contrafting parties, 
Jball be equally divided betwixt them : he was al- 
lowed to maintain twelve thoufand horfe and iw'clve 
rhoufand foot in the three provinces; if there 
Ibould be occafion for more, the number may ba 
incrcafcd by confent of the governor and council 
proportionably to the emergency : befidesthefe 
fhe forces of the Eoghffi comp 2 ny were always to 
attend him, when wanted.' He engaged to advife 
the governor and council wherever he thouM hx his 
court, either at Murfiudabad or elfewhcre*, and he 
was empo\\ cred to demand what number of lingliffi 
forces he might have occafiou for in the manage- 
%ment of bis altalrs. He might have been furc ihlc 
they (hould be allowed him, as often as their own 
intereft fuggefted them to interfere in his public 
tranfaclions. An Englifli gentleman was to reflde 
svhh him to tranfafl all afTurs between him and the 
company ; and a perfon was alfo to refide on the 
nabob’s part at Calcutta, to* ncgociate with the 
governor and couneiK Jr is known that the Eng- 
liffi refident at the durbar was a fpy on the nabob’s 
aftions and his attendants. 

The late pervannah’s iflued by Coffim Ally 
Khawn, granting to all merchants the exemption 
of all duties for thefpacc of two years, were to be’ 
reverfed and called in, and the duties colkftcd as 
before. 
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By the Srmsun, -granted by the mogul Furrulcfter 
totheEngUQi, to fecure them from the opprer- > 
fions of fubotdinate gov-eroments i they traded by 
their dufkufk duty free. Upon the diflblution of 
the Mogul empire, the provincial government of' 
Bengal became alio itidcpendant : where the Eng-, 
lilb trade growing extremely extenfive, the pri- 
vileges granted them t by the duftuclc became a 
notorious abufe, \’?lucVi in efieft made them the 
monopoUrers ot all trade, even from the natives ofj 
the country. ’ ’ 

The nabob, Mcer Coflim, very fenfvble that! 
fuch w as the cafe, and finding difficulty to fettle 
any plan wnth the Englifh, which had not a icn-f 
dency to opprefs his own fubjects» abolifhed alldu-. 
ties for two years : he was foon after depofed j and 
as this aboluton of duties, ferved to put the na- - 
tlves on the fame footing of trade with the Eng- 1 
lijh company and their fervants, therefore this ar- 
ticle of the prefent treaty was made, that Mccr 
Coffim’s pervanah’s fhould be recalled,' and that 
the duties Ihould again be paid by the natives, 
while the Englilh were exempted. 

The nabob was caufc the rupees coined in 
Calcutta to pafs in every refpeft equal to the ficcars 
of Murfiiadabad* without any deduflion of Baiia ; 
and whofoever Ihould demand it was to be puniih- 
cd. , , 

He gave thirty lacks of rupees to defray all the 
expences and lofs accruing to the company from 
the war, and ftoppage of iheir inveftment, and en- 
gaged to rcimburfe to all private perfons, the a- 
mount of fuch lofTes proved before the governor 
and council, as they might have fullained in. their 
• I ' . trade 
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trade in the country. In cafe he fiiould not be 
:vbk to dtfcharjc this in ready money* he was to 
give affignments of lands for the amount. 

He engaged to conform and to renew the treaty 
which he had formerly made with the Dutch, if the 
French came again into the country ; he was not to 
allow them to ereft any fortifications, maintain 
forces, hold lands, zcmindancs ; but they were to 
pay tribute, and carry on their trade as jn former 
times. This treaty was figoed at Fort \Yilliam 
on the a9lh of July, 1763, by MefTrs. Vanfiiarr, 
Carnac, Cillers, Haftings, Marriott, and Watts, 
The nabob Mccr Jafficr, agreed by. another 
treaty to pay the company five hundred thoufand 
rupees per month, during the war with the nabob 
Sujah al Dowlah, He was fo fenfihlc of the infia- 
bility of his grandeur, and the fiodtuating coun- 
cils of Calcutta, according to the private views of 
the chiefs of this fcitlement, made him fo appre- 
henfive of Tome new revolution agalafl him, that 
he requefted them to write in a proper manner to 
the company 5 and alfoto the king of England, the 
particulars of their mutual friendfhipand union, and 
procure for him writings of encouragemenr, that 
his mind may be aflured from that quarter, that no ’ 

■ breach may ever happen between him and the ' 
Englini; and that every governor, counfellor and 
chief of the Englilh that arc here, may be well dif* 
pofed and attached to him ; andfince all the Eng- 
li(h gentlemen affured of his friendly dtfpofuion to 
the company had confirmed him in the Nizamut; 
he requefted, they would give their credit and af- 
' fent, to what ever he might at any time svrttc j not ' 

- regard the ftories of defigning men to his prejudice, 

thar • 
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that all his affairs might go on with fuccifs, dndl 
no o^cahon afild for jeatoufy or ill will between 
them 

He b ggediliatno protedion be given by any 
of the LtigliHi gentlemen to any of his dependants, 
who may H) for fbeUer to Calcaita » or other of 
their di trifts, but to deliver them up to him on 
demand He dehrtd4 that the gonaftahs of the 
company may attend to the ia vfal trad^ of thwic* 
fadtorrs, and it any oi them ibuuld act oth rwife^ 
that they might be checked in fuch a manner ns 
to be an eyamplc to others 

brom phe neighbourhood of Calcutta to Hoogly, 
and many of ihcir p«'rf,unnans bordering upon 
cAch other, it had happen I, if at on complamis 
being made, pi.«plt went againll the t na us ot 
hi country, which arc generally b>th liulband- 
m"n, an! manufacturer*;, to tne prejudice of thd 
buhnefsofehe fircar, wherefore he begged, that 
iln£t orders be given th t no perfons be itnt from 
Calcu ta on die uo nplaints of any one upon my 
tenants, but that on fuch occafions applicatiqa he 
made to him or the Naib of the lourdjry of 
Hoogly, that th- companv may be fubjeft to no 
leflcr devaftitions, andifinyof the traders v*'hd 
bi-longef to the office of coftoms and have fettl d 
in Caic ttra, fhould b cielirous of returning to 
Hoogly, and carrying on their buliaefi there as 
formerly, tint no one ^loul I m »lell th m Clnn- 
derna^orf' and iht, 1 tnch factory had be^n pre- 
fen to lohim bv tolov 1 Cuve and giv n by him 
in charge to \mesrl5-} Kha n, fir this rcafon 
he hopei^that ftrift orders fhall be given, that no 
Lnghih gentknnn exerctlc any authoritv therein, 
^ol ni, B 'but 
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bur that it fhouM remain as formerlyundcr the ju- 
rifdvCtion of his people 

He declared he fhould expect, whenever he 
fhould have occafion to demand any forces from 
the governor and council for his afliflance, char 
they Ihould be immediately ^fenc to him, and no 
demand made on him for their txpenccs.” 

The prefident and council of Calcutta, did agree 
to all thefe propofals, ana fet their hands to in bore 
■\ViHiam, Julj toih 1763. 

The nabob Jaffier Ally Khawn, gave a note for 
payment of five laclts per month, for expenses of 
the company’s troops, during the war with Sujah al' 
I^owlali. / 

The account of the money fettled for the ex- 
pences of the Europeans and lea-poys, the artillery 
and the raijing of the cavalry was to be paid, till 
the removal of the troubles with the vizier, vjz : 

In the province of Bengal, at Mur- 
- foadabad — — — 300,000 

In the province of Babar, at Patna - 200,000 

Total rupees 500,000 

The nabob included in the aforcraidfum, what- 
ever balance might be due from him on account 
of hib former agreement with the company. 

In regard to the articles figned by the prince 
Ally Gahar, in the character of -emperor, it was. 
Impcffible, cir'cumflanccdashe was, that he fhould 
refufe to accept them; therefore the country of 
•Ghazipore and the reft of the zemindary of Bul- 
' wantfing, belonging- to tbe.mzamut of the nabob 

Sujab 
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Sujah 3.\ Do.vhh, affigncd to the EngUih company, 
as well as iLe regutaiion and gorernmcnt thereof, 
given to ' their aapolal, might be confidcred as 
grants of their o.vn, fince the prince was at their 
'entire dtlpofal, and was 'Compelled to fnbmit to 
whatever terms they impoicd upon him ; he was 
even forced to confenc that the revenues of ihs 
Kaj^h Bulwantfing aemindary, ftiouid no longer 
belong to the books of the ro) al reronue, but fhould 
bi expunged from them. ThU is the firft ioftance 
of a king of Hmdoftan, giving up the moil ciTen- 
tial part of his royal prerogative; as notwithftand- 
ing the troubles of the empire, and the partition 
of the provinces amongft the viceroys become in- 
dspendant, mac revenues were always fuppoied to 
bsbug to the books of the royal revenues;' of 
which the king of Dehly was reputed to have the 
entire management and difpofal. 

The only tnftance in which the king Shah Allum 
fpoke as a fovercign, was on the conclufion of the 
imperial firmaun, by wh*ch he grants to the com- 
pany, Glaerporv, Banaras, he. It becomes the 
company, fays he, to fliew their grateful fenfe of 
our royal favour*;, and ‘to exert themlelves to thu 
‘utmoft, in the proper mamgement and regulation 
of the country to encourage and befriend our fub- 
jeih ; to puniih the contentions and expel the re- 
bellious from their territories. They muft ufe theic 
beft endeavours to promote the welfare of our peo- 
ple, the hufbandmen, manufacturers and ocher in- 
habitants, to prohibit the ute oF things of an Intox- 
toxicating nature, and fuch as are forbidden by 
the law of God ; in driving our enemies, and m 
deciding caufes, and fettling matters' agieeably tp 

the 
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n\\t% of Mahomed and the lav/ of the eropir? \ 
fo that the inhibiums ira\ a} ply thcmfelvcs N'.ith 
peace of mmd acd faiUfaflion tothe cukhatjon of 
jhe country, and excrcife cfpthrr their pmfcllions, 
snO that the weak oiay not labi»ut updir oppre/Tion 
and ^ 11)1* nee. 1 hey till) confider ihcfe as oer llrift 
injunctions. 

It Is mantfeft at the fame time, that Shah Allum 
hirnLU, confidered his imperial di«iiity, hitle 
more than nominal, ps he ha<i no fufTnient autlio- 
riry to irforce the lauj. witliont the concurrence of 
the company j who, in faCt, allowed him all the? 
exterior honours ot a monarch, A\hiltl they v.tre tn 
the full pofieffiori of all the pov.er, and ruled 
>vithcut controui. 

To compleat the force, the compiny’s fervants 
concluded a treaty, with* N.ijam al Dowhh, on 
their invcUing hini uith the nabobihip of tiengaJ, 
on the death of his father Mecr Jafrer Ally Khassnj 
the flipulat’ons of the poscnior and ’council 'k\crc 
to feture to the nabob t^ajani al powlah? the no- 
minal fubahdaty of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, 
and JJnfia, and to fuppori him therein with the 
company’s forces againft all his enemies 1 hat is 
10 feture to themlelves ihis lovereinnty, and ro 
maintain ihejr ufurpaiion, apamfi all their enemies 
they pngaged to keep a Handing army ; the }oiin'»' 
yrince coukl not be an objeft ol envy, but ratheT* 
of companion, a« he was abfolutcU paflrte in alj* 
the public tianfadions of hjs ptetended nizamut 
they knew the necc/fity of keeping up at all times* 
fuch forces as might be necefiary , eglftually, iq 
proieill thefe provinces from hoflile infults. ’I heip 
-010^^5 di hv:'jcnte. 
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gpci not even to'sHow Lim a proper guard td fup« 
poabs ctgnuv, and (uch a number V)r troops as 
uere re^uilite for the iupport of the civil omcers 
of Ills gnarntrent, and the bufincfs of lus coiltcli- 
pns through the different diflrichs.’ ( ‘ 

They farther proniifed, that in confidcration) the 
nabob Ibould continue to aflift jn defraying the cj:- 
traordinary expenccs nf the viar, that was carried 
on againd hujah al Dowlah, with hve lacks of ru- 
pees per month, which'nss aarced to by Id’s father, 
that whatever Turns might be htreafter received of 
ihc'king, on account of thetr afiiftance afforded in 
fhe war, 'Ibould be repaid by the nabob. . 

The nabob on liis part, in eonlideration of the 
ignominious fubjicTrion, in which he was kept by 
the governor and council, which they called affif- 
tance and p'-oteftion j and for fccuring to him the“ 
fucctflion in the fubahdary of Bengal, Bahar, and 
OriiTa held by his father, and fuppoiiing him againft 
all his enemies ('though he had none but thofe of 
the company; agreed and engaged to performnnd 
ratify the treaty which his father had formerly con- 
cluded with the company, ' 

The fecond article was dictated to this young 
and unexperienced prince, by his imperious mafteis, 
to fervu their anjoltjous views. i'he nabob was 
directed to declare, that confidcring the weighty 
dnroe ol government, -and how* tffcnttal it was for 
himfclf, for the welfare of the country and for the 
company’s bufincfs, '‘that he ihould have a perfon 
who had experience therein to advifeand afiill him ; 
_ he did agree to have one fixed with him, t with the 
advice of the governor and*counci!, in the fiation 
pf NaibSubah, tvho fliqpld'havc'accordingly im- 
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mediaiely under him the chief management ci all 
affiirs , and as Mshommcd Rc7a Khawn the Naib 
of Decca, had m every rclpcct his approbation, 
and thai of the governor and council, !v'^ did fur* 
ther agree that this truft Ihou’d be cor* rred on 
him, and tliat he would not difplace 1 mi without 
the opp'obation of ihefe gentlemen , and in cafe 
any alteration in this appoin m rt fhould hereafter 
appear advifeablCv that o timed Reza Khnwn, 
provi le I he had acquitted hiTtf-lf ^ iih fidelity in 
his adminifttation, fliould in fuch caft be rcinllated 
in theNaibfliip of Decca, with the fame amhority 
as heretofore 

This article needs nocommentar), it is maplfcH: 
that the young prince was not allowed iht choice 
of his otficets and fervants, they were to be ap- 
pomred or retroved according to the will of the 
goiernor and counctl, and the nabob was paiTue 
in all the public nd domeftic tranfaftions of the 
date and his hou{hold, which were conduced by 
the iupreme at Calcutta 

In the third article a was ftipuhtcd, that the bu- 
finefs of the colleftions of the revenues, fiioul J un- 
der the Kaib Subah, be dixidcd into two or more 
branches, as might appear proper , and as the na- 
bob V as mule to fay, that he hid tl c fulieft dt-pen 
denceand confidence on the attachment of the bng- 
lifii, and their regard to his mtereft and dignity, 
of \/luch he was defirous to give them every 
mony he further contented, that the appoint- 
ment and difmifiion of the 'Mutfeddecs of ihcfe 
branenes, and the allotment of their fevcml dif 
trifls, fliould be With the mprobation of the go-, 
■vvrmt atij council and confidering how much 

men 
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trcn of his rank and Ibtioa were oLhered to trufe 
^0 the eyes and recommendation of the fervants a- 
bout them ; and how babU to b'j deceived ; he 
funherderhted, it his wiU that the governor 
and council (houU be at liberty to objcift and pome 
out to him when improper people were intruded, 
or where the officers and fubjedts were opprelTed, ^ 
and that he would pay a proper regard to fuch 
reprefentattons, that his affairs might be conduced 
with honour ; his ptopic every where be happy, and 
their grievances be redreffed. 

As the company’s fervants prorailed thcmfclves 
to derive great advantages from the collections of 
the revenues, they had contrived to have them di- 
vided infeveral branches, that they might be em- 
ployed in this prafticabltbufincfs. Indeed, as the 
}Oung nabob was at their mercy,, he was obliged 
to acquiefee to their injunctions in regard \o his 
very muefeddees, which lucrative offices the Fng- 
lifh ihcmfelves imehded to fill. Indeed, he was 
too much obhged to fhew an implicit faith for the 
.company, which niuft have had the •yeaneft opi- 
nion of hi*: underltanding, if they thought he did 
not perceive their grofs deceit and imporuion. The 
governor and council was at liberty to approve or 
rejedt the choice he had made, even of liis meni.d 
fervants, and an attachment to their matter was im- 
puted a crime and panifhed as fuch. They vvilhed 
to be the very- inrtruments of oppreffion, as the 
nabob durft not call them to account ; and the 
people wetEfurenever lo have their grievances rc- 
dreffied, whdft their tyrants were thstr judges. 

He confirmed to the company as a fij.cd refourcc 
for defraying the ordinary e^yicnccs of their troops, 
i Burdw-an, 
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Enrdw’an, Midnaporeand Ch'itcagortg as ceded by 
his fathirr ; and agreed to pay the fum of five 
lacks of rupees for their mamtcnance out of his 
ueafuty ; whuft the exigency of the company’s 
affairs tor keeping up fo large an army conunued* 
V*’hen the company’s occafions would admit a di- 
mmuciouofthe expencesihey were put to, on ac- 
count of ihefe troops,* he hoped the governor would 
then relieve him from fucb i proportion of this ?f- 
fignment, as the increafed t-xpcnccs incurred by 
keeping up the whole force neceflary for the de- 
fence of the provinces would adroit of ♦, and as he 
t.'as perfuaded to eHeem the company's troops as 
his own ; he mamiajns only fuch as were immedi- 
ately neceflary for the dignity of his perfon and 
government, and the bulinefs of his collcftlons 
through the provinces. 

He ratified befides, and confirmed all the trea- 
ties of his father. Having engaged, if he fhouid 
occjCionally remove toother places m the piovlnces, 
to have always the books of the frearkept and the 
bufiricfs conducted at Murfliadabad, the ft.atof his 
government, under the infpeftion of the Englilh.’ 
He confented, wherever he was, that an Erglilb 
gentleman (hould rslide with him, to tranfaft all 
affairs between him and the company i and that a 
perfon of high rank Ihould alfo relide on his pale 
at Calcutta, to ncgoclaie with the governor and 
council. ^ 'The company infilled that there fiioiild 
be no Europeans whatever entertained m his fer- 
vice ; and if there were any, they fiiould be fm- 
mcdiatoly dilmified. 

The interference of the Englifli Eaft-Tndia. 
fompanj. *s in all f is »ra« aad conce/is of ffte conn-' 
' - ^ try 
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powers, and tjie afliftancc they bcCafionally give 
(o their tempofary allies, to fubdue princes, who 
live in frifendlhip and aUiance with other European 
iiates, and have with them a commercial inter- 
tourfe, has given great offenCe to otir fivals* in 
trade fettled m the Carnatic. 

> The little kingdom of Tanjore lying to the Eafl: 
bf lyladura, has lately been transferred to’^oneof 
the company’s Vaflals, who is to lend his name to' 
all the public tranfadions, whilll the EngUfh (hall 
fway oi>er.hls dominions as they do in tl^e Bengal 
provinces ; and whenever he (hall prove refradory 
’to forward their oppc€(rive* meafures, he will be,* 
htTdotjbt depofed, and perhaps lofe his life with his 
acquifitjofis. The foil of Tanjore is fertile, and its 
princes were fich and hofpltable to all trading nsf- 
tions. Within it lies the Dutch fortrefs of Ncga- 
patam,’ andtheDam(h fciilemeni of Tranqoebar. 
In 1612, Chriftiarn IV, king of Denmark efta- 
blKhcd'an Eail-India company at Copenhagen, 
nndfoon after four (hips failed from thence to thfc 
Eaft-Indies. The hint of this trade was given to 
hisDanilh majefiy by James I, of England, who 
mafeieda prlncefs of Denmark j and in 1617 they 
built snd fortified a cattle and tCwn atTranquebar; 
bn the coaft of Coromandel. The. fecurlty which 
fiiany of the Indians found under the cannon of 
this fort, invited numbers of them to fettle here ; 
To that the Danlfh Eaft-India company Were foon 
rich enough to pay to their king a yearly rribute of 
, fen thoufand rix-dollars. The company hdwevec 
willing to become rich all of a fudden, ih 1 62^ 
Endeavoured to poITefs ihemfelves of ihe^fpicc 
trade at Ceylon 5 but were defeated by the jPortu- 
* VoL. III. ^ C ^ eueze : 
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eriiezfe : the truth Is, they foon cmbr6ned ihemfclvcJ 
with the native Indians cn all hands ; and had it 
not been for the generonsafiiftancc gjven thetn by- 
Mr Pitt, governor of Fort St. George, th?ir fec- 
tlemcnt at'l ranquebar muft have been taken by the 
rajah of Tanjore. Upon the dole of thevarsof 
Europe, after the death of Charles XII. of Swe- 
den, the Danifh Eaft India company found themr 
felves fo much in debt, that they publilhed pro- 
pofaU for a new fubfeription, for enlarging their 
ancient capital ftock, and for fitting out fliips- to 
Tranquebar, Bengal and China. Two years after 
,his Danifli majefty granted a new charter to his 
Eaft India company, with vaft privileges, and for 
fomc time it’s commerce was carried on with great 
.vigour. The Danes over-awed by the great {upe- 
xiority of the Englifn on that coaft have afted with 
.fuch prudence and moderation, as not to give the 
Jeaft umbrage to the new commercial fov^reigns of 
,ihe Eaft *, but uhenthey faw the ruin of the 
prince who afforded them proteftion effefted, they 
looked upon their cftablilhment at Tranquebar as 
R precarious poffeffion, which perhaps they will 
not think worth their. while to.prcfervc, with all 
|he claufes and reflriftions the EngUfh company 
will lay on their commerce. The redudtion of Tan- 
jore, like all other conquctls of the Englilh com- 
pany, in thepeninfula of Indus, has been fuggefted 
by the refUefs ambition and a-rarice of fome of their 
military fer%'ants, who know that war is for them 
a profitable trade ; and never want pretenceTto car- 
ry on their hoftile defigns againft the neighbourin'^ 
ftates, when flimulatcd by the profpea of wealth 
and plunder. The exfcdllioa againft the kingdom 
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of Tanjore'had been planned In the beginning of‘> 
)far 1774, and the nabob Mahomnaed Ally Khawn# 
a man qualified in every refpeft to fvcond the am- 
bitious views of h.s allies, marched the beginning 
of July irith an bnghlh army to Tanjorc, and laid 
fiegc to this capital. It was defended^ for tv-'o 
months with great fpiih and rcfolution, till atlaft 
the ganifonexhaufted by fatigue and (icknefs, ftill 
detetmlntd to bAfiie the -auempts of iheit enemies *, 
ran the rifi; of an atlault, in which the place was 
carried, the king taken prifoner, and that king- 
dorn, one of the moft ancient of the coall of Coro- 
mandel, .was ertinguifijed. All the horrors and 
calamines that defcnccicfs inhabitaats can fuffer 
from a licentious foUliery, concluded a dreadful 
fccnc of carnage, plunder and dcfolatlon. The 
infatuited Indnrs looked' upon this place as invin- 
cible, it being iheccmerof their idolatry. 

The DanlHi mlfTionarles who have been remarka- 
bly zealous in propagating the gofpel in Tanjorc 
and the neighbouring provinces, had civilized fevc- 
ral tribes ot Indiana, in mttoducing amongft ihtip 
motality and the chrilUan virtues 

Some attribute to lord Clive, a plan prefented 
to Mr. Pitt, for cflabldhing’in India a powerful 
empire: from the mouth of. the Ganges to the 
Gulph of Cambaya. Had this proiefc which was 
really pradlicablc, though not perhaps confident 
with good policy and diametricallv oppofitc to all 
notions of equity, been adopted bv government; 
lord Clive in gratifying bis own pride and ambiti- 
on, will) the hopes in that cafe, of being appoint- 
ed a viceroy of all the rich peninfula of Indus, did 
not confiderall the obftacUsand difficulties, which* 
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t^e Englifli nation fhould havc nict in the cxecq* ^ 
rjonof this ftupendoas entcrprlzc, which had dq 
doubt infpired alhtbe powers of Eurppe wuh jea- 
loufy and mdignation,onfuch alarming aggrandize-' 
jnent, and engaged them to' unue againft us. Ac- 
cording" to his lordfhip’* afpiring views, theEafi:' 
India company fhouldhavc been either annihilated, 
or reduced to Its original futge^ion and infignifi-' 
cancy. ‘ All the commerce of India, courted by all 
trading nations in the world, with the higheft ma- 
terials of luxury, would |iave centered in England. 

The French,' 'Dutch, Daniih and Portuguefc • 
fetticments on both the Coromandel and Malabar 
coafts, taltch from thefc maritime ftates, with per- 
minion only to have confuls icfident at certain fixed 
places, for a commerciallntercourfe. 'His lord- 
|hip engaged to pay in ten years the national debr,"^ 
with the Gani and Raalconda, diamond mines ad- 
ed to the treafures of Indoftan. ' The feat of empire 
fhould have been at 'Galconda, and the peninfula 
•within the Ganges, divided into eight provin- 
ces, with governors, fubordinaic to the viceroy 
and ^accoumablc to him for their conduft and ad- 
hiiniftration. ' He required only a few officers of 
tried abilities, tind a certain number of ferjeanrs 
trained up^to military difcipline, incorporated 
with fea-poys, of which an army of thirty thou- 
fand men >yas to be "kept in conftant pay, without 
Britiffi troops. ^ Both coafts were to be guarded by 
a chain of forts, from Calcutta round Cape Com- 
picran, to Surat, theiflandof Cylon, thought to 
be by nature, the neheft afid fineft in the world ; 
was to he conquered in part, from the Dutch and 
^Ue natives j as it produces the moft prccious^arti- 

cle| 
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pies of commerce ; foch as long pepper, fine cot- 
ton, Ivory, filk, , ebony, mufle, cryftdl, falt-pctrc, 
fulpher, lead, ftcel, befides excellent cinnamon, 
gold'and filver, and all kinds, of precious flones, 
except diamonds. All the nabobs and raiahs were 
to be reduced to the condition of lords with allot- 
cd domains, but diverted of all fovercign authori- 
ty". The valuable firtiery of Madura, was recom- 
mended to the protedtion and -encouragement of 
the government. The mines were to be under 
the infpeftion of a Brltlfli officer, and ail diamonds 
above a-certain weight; were to belong to the 
crow’n ; asa proof of the pradhicability and perman- 
ency of fuch a feheme, hi? lordfhlp mentioned 
the great inllucncc wc had already acquired m In- 
dia; that ■ the Gentoos were entirely paflivc in all 
the revolutions of thcir_ government. That the 
Mahometans ignorant and treacherous as they 
w'cre, did not appear to havcia violent attachment 
|o any religious principle, and were abjcfl enough 
to live under any form of governmcDt, that wc 
Ihould be pleafed to preferibe ; nor were they in 
any condition to difputc an authority fupported in 
the name of the Britilh empire. That their dif- 
ferent principles manifefted the impoffiblllty of 
pffeftirig a union of their forces, efpccially under 
a mild government, that could not drive, them in- 
to defperate meafures. Had the war continued, it 
is not improbable that a great man at the head of 
affairs, might have adopted part of this plan, to 
fupply the exigences of govemmentatfuch a junc- 
ture ; however, this was never difeufled in the 
kmg s council, nor propofed.to the Icgifhture: 
find like many otherwild and extravagant projeds 

indit 
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indicate more ambition and aVarlcc than \vifdoni 
and equity, * i • i * 

As lord Clive is effenttally concerned m ther 
nirrativ'c of the conduft of Sir Robert Fictchcr in 
theEaft Indies, uhicli will thrown light on his lord-» 
lliip’s tranfadlions ; we fliall here fiibmit to the < 
judgment of our readers, is hat Mr, Scrachey,' 
Secretary to lord Clive, has publillied concerning » 
the mutiny of the officers of the army in Bengal, 
as worthy of obfervation. It was in confequence 
of the mutinous conduft with which Sir Robert 
was charged, that he was difinilTed the fervicc. 
Mr. Strachey’s narrative came to the knoiylcdgc, 

of Sir Robert Fletcher, fome time before his lall 
appointment in the Eafi: India company’s fervicc; 
he demanded ofiord CHvea copy of it; and Mr. 
Strachey refufmg it,' agreed to Sir Robert’s peru-f 
fal of it. As Mr. Strachey confefTed that this 
narrative was haftily penned in his \oyage from* 
Bengal, in 1767'; where hcwasadtmgas fecreta- 
ry to lord Clhc, who was at that time on board 
the fame ihip ; it is to be fuppofed it was written 
under the inlpediorr of that nobleman, as the 
whole fuhjcft in queftion, lies between lord Cli\e 
and Sir Robert Fletcher; confctyjcntly Mr. Stra- 
•• chey cannot be looked upon in another light, than . 
a tranferiber, who had left at the difereiion of his 
madcr, his name and reputation, to'obtain'that 
credit, \vhich neither of them could fmgly pro*, 
cure. . 

Ih confequence of this ftale of things, his' 
lofdlhip is tn jullice to be confidered as the real 
author; and Mr. Strachey asan editor, fubferibed 
his name to ir,. out of tc^L<iv. bi.-voiafl/t-. ynrf. 

lord 
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lord Cli;*e been called upon by tlie coftimUree of 
fecrecvj to juftify his coodoft in the caufc of the 
mutiny, no juft exception could have been aken 
to Mr. Sirachey becoming an evidence of the 
truth t but no fuch fubjefll of enquiry was necefTa- 
nly to be brought before that' committee ' it re- 
lated to the double batta, with which fubjetft an 
account of the mutiny at leaft, of Sir Hobert 
Fletchcr’’s being dlimiflcd from the fcrvicc on this 
oocafion, formed no part. -Lord Clive had redu- 
ced the Intta, and Mr. Strachey wanted his lord* 
fhip’s evidence, in regard to the circumftance of 
doubling and reducing that payment Sir Uoberc 
was tried for mutiny, and sdifmiftcd the fcrvicc in 
iyC6. .He was reftoredtothe company’s fervice as 
fscond in comniand of the troops at Madras. All 
remembrjnee and effect of the combination of the 
oftioerswas funk in oblivion, in regard i6 Srri^o- 
bect •> but no time can efface the imprefiions of vin- 
diftive refolves, levelled at the heaven-born gene- 
ral. Lord Clive, confeious that Sir Robert could 
' contradift every material circumftance which re- 
fleded diftionour on hlstonduft, recurred to his 
ufual arts. Sir Robert was then emplctyed In effa- 
cing the injuftice of ihac ignominy," whiclf his 
lordfhipand the court-martial -had endeavoured to 
fix upon him. The previous malignity of lord 
Ghvc deftroyed the very dcftgns of his malsvoknceV 
as the haft-Ifidia company perceived his lorddilp’s 
motives, which induced them to reftorc them to" 
their favour. It is manifcft that the charafterlftic 
of lo^d Clive j was pride and envy; next to hislord- 
Ihip s rapaciuufnefs, contempt of the rights of in- ^ 
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juTcd prirtces* and abfolute infenfibUIty io the ci- 
.\amUies of human k\nd. 

On the fubjeft of mutiny and difniiflion of Sir 
kobert Fletcher; on the tranfaftion that paficd irt 
theEaft India houfe, March 3d, 1768 ; the opi- 
nions of the generals, Lawrence and CaiUaud; 
called for by the general court, differed, fo widely 
from thofe of the majority of the court martial; 
which were confirmed by the governor and council 
of which lord Clive and general Carnac were two; 
that the coun^ of diicftors, defited the general 
court to delay coming to any refolution thereon; 
till they had had time fully to confider how far the 
company’s iniereft might be affefted by any refo- 
lution repugnant to the fentence of a court mar- 
tial of officers, and confirmed by the governor and 
council. Itwasthenrcfolvcd, that the confideraiion 
of thefaid motion, as to Sir Robert Fletcher, be 
poftponed until the next general court. At a ge- 
neral court, April 8tK, 1768 ; the direfitors ob-. 
ferved, that the court was appointed to confider of 
the following motion, made at the laft court, viz.: 

That it is the opinion of the court, that Sir 
Robert Fletcher do now receive the public thanks 
of the company, for his judicious and prudent 
conduit, and that he be immediately reflored to' 
that rank, in our fcrvice, which he would hav<:^ 
^ held, fuppofing him not to have been dlfmiffed,”. 

I miift beg leave to obferve, that the Conduit of 
the direilors in this, as in tnarty other occafions iS 
ridiculous and contradiflbory, as they^ould nev?f 
difmifs from their fcrvice, ’an officer of high rank, 
without proofs ofhis negleilor want of capacityi 
bewig rtftoicd afitarraidv to tbeir favour, is 
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4n inftmce of tteir verfaWity ; whicli qUslity 
h^ay l>e commend ible iti a man of the world, but 
not in a commercial company* 

This mottbn had been made by JvTr. Corn- 
wall, at the-* preccdlrt^ general court. On the 
making of the motion Sir Robert Fletcher him- 
lelf, thought^proper to movc^ that the pfeceding 
motion be amended rs follows, \iz : That it is 

the opinion ‘of the court, that Sir Robert Flfetchct 
be fmmediately feftored to that rank in the com- 
fiatly’s iervicc, nhiCh be would haVe held fuppo- 
fing him not to ha\ebccn difmificd,*^ 

,VBy this amendment, Sir Robert inodertlv de- 
clined the thanks for his fertidcs, and dtfired to 
be reftored only fobis foimct rank ; in which fia- 
t\on, he bchSvdd with the fMll and courage be- 
coming the command he held. Had the fil’d mo- 
tion paded in the aihrtnathe the chataScr df his 
lordlhip, both as a general and a mail of honour, 
mufthave been greatly impaiied, if not totally 
dcmolillicd, and with regard to fame of the gen- 
tlemen in Bengal, his lordlhipivas, at the time of 
Sir Robertas trial, iincded with fuch abfolute 
powers, and diftnbutcJ his rtw'ards and punifh- i 
ments, with fo liberal a hand to all men, accord-^ 
iogly as the/ obeved or rejedted his dictates. Nei- 
rht.r were the members ot the court martial, pro- 
per perfons, as tlic mutiny ad: dircifts. Some of 
them h id b ‘en engaged in perfonal dilputos vdth 
^ir Robert and others ; his lordlhip^ parncubi* 
irlciuls Acre hrgcl, benefited, both in rdnk and 
cmolvimtnt, b;, Sir Robert’s removal from thd 
ferviuc. It cannot be a fubjcCl of fvuprize, that 
k was neither recommended by the cdutt msrnal, 
-n^ol. m. D nor 
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ftorreftorcd by the governor and council, In 
Leadenhall-Strect, indeed, they \\erc not fo com- 
phifant, and tliercfore betwixt the day on which 
the preceding motion was 6tft made, and this of 
the fecond, his lordftip, hiscmiflarics and agents 
exerted every effort, that malevolence could 
prompt, or power and intereft obtain and carry 
into execution. During the debates, the directors, 
acquainted Jthe court, that having taken into their 
moft ferious confidcration the motion on the 31ft 
of laft month, and then i>oftponcd an opinion 
thereon, which they defired to offer to the court, 
viz : ** That the court of directors on the 7th of 
April, having taken into confidcration the reportt 
or the generals, Lawrence and Caillaud, on the 
court martial, held upon Sir Robert Fletcher, with 
the motion made thereupon; and referred for the 
confidcration of the court this day ; they think, it 
' their duty to reprefent to the general court, that 
if fuch motion would now take place, it w ould, 
in their opinions, be attended with the moft fatal 
confequcnccs to the company’s affairs. As a re- 
ftoration of rank and thanks to Sir Robert Flet- 
cher, would be fuch a refleftion upon the officers 
who compofed the court-martial, and upon the 
governor and council who approved it, as will 
tend to the relaxation of military difcipUne; if 
not the rum of fervice, 

A determination being thus evaded on the a- 
-mendment, in which the article of thanks was omit- 
ted, and the motion fixed from that part which 
would have thrown the ftrongcfl: refleaions on the 
court-martial and the council, had it paffed in the 
<general.court ofjhc company. The mamqutftion 
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defeated jft fKe'manner it had been previoufly 
pUnned-^'6il''l6rdfliip and Ins adherents^ if Sir 
be th'inVcd and icftorcd, ihe 
cbuft^rroftMt'and council^ lOrd Clive, and Carnac, 
were julUy reric^fcd on. Mr. Dunning in i/jc 
cdurt of King's Bench declared, ** That Sir Robert 
had prefer ed the company from utter dellrudion ** 
The injuftide of his lordfliip in his fin'll determtna- 
tioris marirfeft In order to coincide with the 
otlcnfib^c rcafonS deUvcied By the direftors,^ and 
which had been dcvifed to co^erthe inveterate pur- 
fmt^f lord Clivc < Sir Robert was not to recenb 
the rewaros of his merit, nor iht council be oblique- 
ly condemned for their confirmation of the fen- 
tdnee. 

After a debate, the prci lous qucftion bon:; pul, 
whether the queftton on the amended motion fhould 
be put , i^ pafTed in the negative This decifion 
Mr Strachey did reprefent as a defeat of Sir Ro- 
bert Fletcher , and a kind of confirmation of the 
rectitude of his fentcnce but in faft, the direQiors 
reafons for not thanking and reftormg him to thd 
fcrvice, were not founded 6n any dement in him, 
but on the prevention of bad confequencesfor the 
future The futility and chicane pronounced by 
S r George Colebtook rcfpc^ing the queftions of 
the generals Lawrence and Caiuland , the indefa- 
tigableapphcation of lord Chve and hts friends, as 
well as that of the court of ditedtors , and thft cx- 
tenfivenefs of theirinfluencc, will Ccr'tainly dcrer- 
nune rhar firch a cambmscfoa , ib confide^ 

Mhlc a number as eighty fix, m fa% our of Sir Ro- 
bert at a time, when hiS particular friends were 
abfent was a real triumph ; and as u confined 
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foUly of the indepemUnt proprietors v.*ho' were 
prefect, was equal to cod more honourablr than 3 
,in3jo’’:ty cohlillmg of party men and votes made 
Vim lord Clive's money; and of thefe eitzhty-fix, 
•.two were the prcfcnt gqvcrnr’rV^vnernl of India, ^ 
anil th-chief fopervifor who was loft in the Aurora, 
Sir Robert in the judgment of all impartial per- 
fons, being thus cleared from cvrry juft caufe of 
^ccuf'^tion relpefting the mutiny in Bengal, was 
foon rtftored to the lervice, anil appointed fecond 
in comn.md at Madras ; and a' this was done by 
the iiinnipnus trfnlotion of that very court of di-» 
jedto's. which had availed ike ptettdlng motions 
from i>iking ifT-^s, which h^d obeyed the inclina* 

. tions and been fubfcrvieni to the views of lord 
Clive t ihe chaiaftet of hwlotdfViip, by sjuft 'm- 
plication, was mnro fiaqratuly exp.ifed tu ctnfurc,' 
yefpcfbng the removal of bir Kobtrt from Iiidta" 
tlian before. T he rc-inlhiiog of the latter was in . 
faA a fenfible humiliation of the former ; and a 
tacit CO ifelTinn by the court of ilireftors rhat his 
Jordlhip had dtalt wnju'Uj by him, To have pub» 
liihcd'the natrathe when Sir Robert was rt-ftored > 
and, failed' from India, would have expirOed the 
ebject intention 'of atiatVmg the charaftrr of a 
prrfonwhowas iiocprefcot to defend himfelf. It ‘ 
would h?ve pronounced the furenefs of his lord- - 
fliip ’5 ftnil, at feclpg.julhce and tnuh prevail over 
jealos^y and refentmem ; in faO:, it \}-cu)d.havc done 
that in w’hich the half cunning are frequently niil^ i 
laVen. t'lt svquld bave’contpleated by the means of • 
publilhing the narrative atthac’tjme, the perfcift^ 
derooUtibn of that temple.of fame which had bren 
crei^cd by ibofe \yho wcfe either igno- 
■ ■ ' ' rpnp 
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rant of h'n lordfhlp’s real tranfaftion'?, had flagi- 
tioudy airi{b;rt b h\i Hcscukan labours and (hartfd 
in tlie honou'abic produftions of them, as well as 
of others, whom he had purchafcd and hid fed to . 
be at once the architeds of ihatvifionary fabric,, 
and the heralds of his atchievcments. It iS not the 
charaiber of lord Clive to execute hU intentions by 
halves. Heusja fnake that does not prevjouOy 
ihake his rattles to warn the unwary, traveller, 
whom he intends to kill by his fting' but the 
worm of vengeance that never dies in his bofom, 
was not the more inert, becaufc his lordfhip was 
lileni and had never been 111 treated by Sir Robert 
Fletcher. His detence muft not be confiJtrcd as 
fprtnging from a defite of reciprocal vengeance 5 
but frdm a hudablc propenfiiy of exculpating him- 
felf from the attack on his character, which his^ 
lordJhtp formerly dwifed, and has -now thought 
proptr to revive, and bring not only before the tri-- 
bunalof parliament, but that of the whole people 
of Greaf-Bruain. 1 

The houfc of common': having refolved to inquire 
into the nature; fticc, and condition of the Kaft- 
llndia company ; the battle, or rather the efcape 
near Calcutta i the leaguing with Meer Jaffier, a 
to dethrone his fovereign ; the breach of 
t'^ai oath and treaty, which he made to Scrajah 
Dowlah ; the affixing of the refpedtable name of a 
lititWh admiral, without his confenc to a fi<3:Itious 
tfeaty-v, the deception of Omichund a joint con- 
fpirator>^ the dcpofing and murdering of »Serajah 
powlah, together with,almoft< an infernitude” of 
other criminal tianfaftions, were dragged from the 
dungeon of Equity, and expofed loiylcw, by the 
• ^ pubh- 
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pubhc^tjon of the mimftry and reports of the fe- 
Isd committee. Thcfc enormities pierced the bo- 
foms of c\ery human betng with n-xpreflible 
companion for the injured^ and \^i£H abhorrence for 
thofc ttho hid perpetrated fuch une^t^mpled cruelty 
a,nd horrible irijuf^ice Atroug thefe lord Clive 
did no efcipe the general execration the public 
-had lawfully entered upon the ter itjrj of his 
whole cha actci, which had been fo Jo 2 incum- 
bered by a hi,avy mortgage 6f iniQUiious trinfac- 
tions 

A committee of fccrecy being trppointcd by 
parhamerlt, to n like purpofe with the feledb, his 
lordfhip coticeired the delufi\cidea of cotnpenfa 
tmg m fome degree, b) means of the former, fof 
that lofs of tepuwton wbtcn he had fufierccl by 
the latter for 1 ■'m crcdiol) informed, that the 
feiedt comtnic>.c, not without fome refentmenrof 
the attempt, refofed to admit his narrative of Mr. 
Strachey, to be brought before them an t\ idence. 
He faid, by way of apolo^, that when the fecret 
committee of thehoafe of commons, towards the 
clofe of the lafl fellion of parlnmcnt, were in\eftt* 
gating the mihtar} affairs of Bengal, one of the 
memberswho had beard of the narratir c, defired to 
read it , he fent it to him , it was the \ cry book Sir 
Hobeit Fletcher had read The honounblcjnem^ 
ber foon a^rcr alkcd him if be had any objcdlion 
to the giMng It mcviddnce to the committee, be 
told them he had none The narrative of thd 
Hearen born general s fccretarj, concerns not on^ 
ly his eiidcncc, butreafomngs on the partiaihrs, 
apologies, and juftifications of his lordfliip, 
cenfurea on Sit Robert Flctchei , together 
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with the copies of letters, unauthenticatcd? and a 
vatietv of other vagoe mifreprcfcntations.^ In 
fadt, that pubUcation has hardly the moft diflant 
appearance of a witncfs delivering the truth, 
which alone ought tp be admitted on fuch occi- 
iiODs. But if an advocate, hired to combine the 
teftimonies and depqfitions of other men, adding 
arguments, fpecious and delufivc, of his own, in. 
order to impofe on the public, and to make thc^ 
feeble caufc of his client as plaufible and impo- 
fvng as he can, do-^s it not, therefore, feem pro- ^ 
bable, that ibmething more than is -exprened,^ 
pafied in fecrct benveen the twO members of the 
fecret and fclcdt committee : for as he is his 'lord- 
Ihip^s fecretarj’, might he not poffibly have conde- 
feended to become nis broker on this important 
occafion ? This fuggeftion arifmg from the pre- 
ceding ^circumftances, is more eaftly cQncei\cd 
and credited,* than demonftratively to be proved* 
Tt may, indeed, be unjuft, rerpcfling the fervant, • 
jf it can be evinced to have been accompHlhed by 
the maftcr. This dcfign of placing, in the fcale 
of the ftcret committee, ibmething m his lord’hTp's 
favour, which may counttrpoife, , although in a 
very fcanty degree, that which had fo difadvanta- 
geoufly fallen into the fcale of the fcledt commit- 
tee, was not the fols inducement, which prevail, 
cd at prefent to the giving of this narrative In evi- 
dence. His lotdihip’s unrelenting malevolence a- 
gainft Sir Robert Fletcher, fondly conceived it 
now a favourable opportcnicy of indulging it- ^ 
felt, and offering an oftcnfible rcafbn to, the in- 
wnfukratc, for its being pubhfned In therepbrts! 
rJad^it refted at that point, Ibme palliative 
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mlcrlit liavcbeen offered in txtenuauon of this ii!i' 
beral proceeding. Some anertion, u hich although 
no fenfible man wovM have w?s luch as 

could not have been rclutcd. It m:ghc have been 
averred, that it xs as called fur in evidence, and 
could not be refufed. And v/ho could have dif- 
proved this averment ? wnlcfs the fenctary of Lord 
Clive had been indifciccil) phalcd to tell the lelf* 
condemning talc of its being afked for, and had 
publifhed his narrative ft-paraicly. But as thing? 
are now exhibited, thcpiiblic?r5onof the narrative, 
at once pronounces the vindictive fpirit of his Kud- 
fhip againft Sir Robert Hctclicr. HU diHrefs on 
his lofs of charailer, and the fubferviency of hla 
fecreiary, can a doubt then be entertained that 
the fufferings which have fprung from the difeo- 
very of hU milirary, political, and ircaty-making 
ConduA in the territories of Indoflan, have dil- 
patched him in fearch of menial cafe to the avoca-’ 
tion of new feenes in Italy ? • Bui is it not imprac- 
ticable to footh'a bofom, tortured with that an- 
guilh which he feels, from that honell indignation 
that is expreffed againR him in every frowning' 
forehead of his coumiymen ? But is ihcrcnot an in- 
fcparable companion which has taken an abfolute 
polTcffionof his foul ? Will Ihe not accompany 
him in all his journies, dwell with him in every 
houfe, and conllamly iccail to his terrified remem- 
brance, every torturing idea, from which he would ' 
give his millions to be relieved ? But.all is in vain. 
The benignant crea'tor of man has primordially 
ordalnedi that the confeioufnefs of guilt Ihall eter* 

. nally haunt the reftlefs foul of him who has ptrpe- 
' ’ ‘ ' trated 
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tnteil egregiolU crimes Alis * hiS iordliiip can- 
jnot flee from himfclf4 

It mutt now appear, that both the giving of hi5 
iiarratne m evidence by the fecrelary, and the 
giving of It to the world in afeparate publication^ 
can be nothing left than an ebullition of an infttiatc 
and vmdiAive fpirit and the following circum- 
ttance will, I doubt not evince it to be, m like 
manner both illiberal and infidious* 

Sir Robert Fletclicr was m India, and m all prcT- 
bability there to remain for foms confiderable 
length of time , as his lordttnp and his fecretary 
belieied It was impoffible for him at that dif- 
lance to defend himfelf The comrhittee b"-mg 
alfofccret, there were no means of oppofing that 
improper evidence It \ as about the fame time 
ivell known, that Sir Robert, and other members 
of the government at Madms, had difagreed with 
iheprchdcnt and fevcral of the council , and were 
there no other proof exiftintr, this p-efent attack on 
his reputation, for a tranf-’dhon almott forgotten^ 
and rendered incredible b) his being rejnftated m 
the compiny’s fervicfe, would ttand forth as an nn- 
'infwcrable evidence of us illib'’raUt} and infidi- 
oufnefs But It Hopped not there the publici- 
tion of this narrame, fepem^j, included a doii 
bit tre"chery theudea of Ins being mminouOy 
inclined \ as new revived, in order to create a col- 
lateral teftimony of his having been of the hhe dift 
pofiuqa a*’ M-’dras , and the late difagreemenl ?c 
that pbee \/af rcciprocaU) to attitt in giving ere 
die to the fecretaryft ciindid produftioii \Yich 
tins honett intent rherewre to ferve both thefe lau- 
dable piirpofes, the affair of the muiinv has been 

You in E ^ 
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publiflicd, without dating the time of that (ran' 
faaion, and the public was left to apply it to boc» 
or either, as they pleafed. Butfuch his been the 
iffuc of their criminal intentions : Sir Robert is un* 
cxpeftedly returned, to the no ftnall confufion ot 
the noble lord and his honourable fecretary ; and 
their cmbarrafTment I truft, will not be in any 
wife diminifhed, by what fhall be irrcfragably pr(^ 
ved aftertvards. AshU loidflnp has been plsafcd 
to appfovCj if not to command the evidence of his 
fecreiary to be poblilhcd in the manner already 
related, with the double view of preferring feme 
flender fragment of his mouldering reputation, and 
to depreciate the charafter of Sir Robert Fletcher, 
There is no ocCallon to malte either fcruplc or apo- 
logy foe examining the evidence which my lord his 
himfelf been induced to depofe before the feledt 
committee. And furely, this muft be acknow-* 
lodged by his lordfhip and his aflbeiates, (for'reil 
friends it is ImpofTible that fucb a man can pofTefO ‘ 
to be doing h‘m a favour : fmeo according to hi® 
own depefition, hts fcrtrices have been Co honoura- 
ble to his country, has maflers and himfclf; and 
his adlions guided by confeience In various inllan-* 
CCS of felf-denial. By this, his own evidence, he 
fhall be tried : and although he boafls of his ho- 
nourable fervices, defends his conduft, and pre- 
fumes to call himfelf, not only a guiltlefs, but a me- 
ritorious fubjeft of the king, and fervant of the 
company ; had he been arraigned in any court of 
England, he would have been found guilty on his 
own confedion." 

The analyfisof the hearts and heads of mankind is 
not to be accomphflicd but by repeated operatloris 

^ Carried 
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Carried on in a feites of experimental inquiries, re- 
plete wuh important circumftanccs of their con- 
duit. 7’hele will exhibit the infallible means of 
difcovering the true and prevailing qualities of. 
vhich the human race is compofed. From this 
perfcvcrance in remarking on the conduct of indi- 
viduals, there will refult fufficienC rcafoas, on 
which CO determine the motives from whence their 
conduiSt has proceeded la all ihelc momentous 
tranfaftions : for men can but rarely belye their 
ruling pafiions and propofitions on important occa- 
fions, fo long and fo'effe&ually as to conceal the 
knowledge of them from the refearch and pene- 
tratiori of the irtqulfitivc and difcerning. I ihall 
therefore attempt to delineate with prccifion, isn- 
pariialiiy, and candour, iibc charaftdriftics of the 
Heaven-born generd, from the time of his firft 
commanding the htid ^forces of the Eaft*India 
company at Bengal, when Calcutta was re-taken, 
’'to that of his return to England ; and m eifcding 
this dcljgn, I Ihall take the liberty of ekamimng, 
elucidating, and feparatcly publilhlng thofe parts 
of his lordlhip’s evidence which are requlfite for 
that purpofe, as they ftand in the reports of the 
feleft committee. From this examination, it will 
be feen of what admirable ftuif his lordfhip is com- 
poCed-, and what arc the (Inking features which 
characterize his foul. This portraiture, delineated 
from hisfirll, and honourable fervires in Bengal, 
as they are bj him fo prefumptuouny denominated, 
will then remain a kind ofarchi-tipe, with which to 
compare his honeft features, as they will be feen 
in a fecond delineation of him, after his lifi. re- 
Jurn from that unhappy land, in which he fo p^en- 
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tifully fowed' the feeds of lamentation ahd of 
HiOurning, ofextoriion, plunder, famine, and fur- 
gery. It was during that time, among his other 
J,onourable fervices. Sir Robert Fletcher svas 
treated in that illiberal manner, , which will be 
hereafter moft faithfully related, and tinanfwera- 
bly proved, to include a pre-raeditaicd intention of 
dellroying the well-gotten fame of z commander, 
•who fupported and Increafed the glory of the Eaft- 
' India company. What has been fatd by Horace 
on the rplendor of the fun, is iafely applicable to 
thedarhnefs of hislordflup, A’lus e^id^PI r.£gitur- 
We fltall now trace the noble lord’s footlleps 
through all thofe honourable fervices which he 
performed on the banks of the Ganges. As it is 
trom aftions alone, that^hc charaflers of men can 
be afeertained, this narrative begins with thofe 
which were performed by Lord Clive, whllft he 
was firft in Bengal after the retaking of Calcutta ^ 
'and the progreibon of bis military, political, anci 
rapacious deeds in that country, arc examined. 
From this enquiry thete •will naturally arife a dif- 
‘ covefy of thofe motives which urged his lordOiip 
in his career ; what are the ruling paflions of bis 
foul •, and the chaiaftenftics that fo Hgnally -dl- 
flingulfh all his condudl. This narration is dic- 
tated by a heart, not dead to the fenfations of hu- 
man fuficrings, and the obligations of juftlce' ; it Is 
.fupported by the oral accounts of perfons well in-' 
formed of the fubjeft, or by written and printed 
pvvdence, but chiefly derived front the depofitions 
pf Lord Clive himlelf, confirmed by orders giv’en 
’ cppimlttec appointed by the houfe of 

. . “ _ ' . - corej: 
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commons.’ On the veracity of this evidence his 
JordHiip V ill not refufe to rely. ^ 

Aijvcr delChawn, nabob of Bengal, and grand-* 
father of ^erajah Dowlah, being grown extremely 
old, and thinking himfclf no longer qualified to 
govern bis people, had afibciated his grandfon as 
his coadjutor in his fovereignty, and , placed hirq 
ou the throne of his dominioa in the year 1756. 
fCeflendas, a coUedtor of the' nabob’s, revenues, 
forefeeing that the death of Aliver de Khavvn was 
at no great diftance, and apprehenfive of the confe- 
quenccs which might probably arife to him on his 
deceafe, withdrew himfclf from the court of the 
nabob, and_^ under the pretence of jnaking a pll-^ 
gnmage as an of devotion, he embarked his 
•women and his treafury on board a number of 
boats, and landed them at Calcutta about the end of 
March. , A: the fume time, he brought letters from 
Mr. Watts, v'ho was then the refident, or miniftcr 
for ihe^compmy at Muxadabad, ftrongly recom- 
mending him to Mr, Diake, the governor, as the 
fon of Rajah, who had great power at court, and 
who might be of great fervice to the Eaft-India 
company’s affairs in that province. Oliverda 
IChawn dying on the gih of April In the fame year, 
bequeathed his dominions to Serajah Dowlah, his 
grandfon. As the latter had been previoufly ad- 
vanced to fovereign. authority, in conjundlion with 
his grandfather, he took abfolutc and full poQef- 
fionof the government, without theleaft rcliftance; 
foe although, according to the conftuudon of Jn- 
doffan, the Mogul alone had the right to appoint 
pabobs to the provinces of that excenfive empire, 
find to rcmo^e them at his plcafure ; \tt fince the 
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time in Nadir Shaw had taken Dehiy, and* 
over-run the imperhl flatc, the Moguls were no 
longer roafters of appovntvng what nabobs they 
pleafed •, but thofe alone afcendcd to power, who, 
ty art, arms, and money, could attain the means of 
placing themfelves in luch exalted ftations; yet 
none of thofe conceived thetn(elvcs to be cpnftifu- 
tlonally elevated, unlefs their government was rati- 
fied by a patent from the Mogul. 

According to the conftitution of ^ndoftan, the 
miniftry and colledtors of the royal revenues in 
the reigns of proceeding nabobs, are amenable to 
the orders of them who fucce^d, and they cannot 
legally withdraw themfetves from » their cogni- 
zance. Serajah DowUh, being now the foie go- 
% ernbr of Bengal,, by a letter to Mr. Drake, de- 
mands Kiffindafs to be delivered up to him, and 
this letter contained alfo remonltrances againft 
fome new fortifications which were then eredting 
in defence of that place. Drake, contrary to the^ 
cuftom hitherto obfert'ed, thought proper not to 
fend back an anfwer by the perfon who brought 
the letter; but ordered him to leave the town im- 
mediately, under the unwarrantable pretence of 
his coming in and not as a public mefi 

fengdr from the nabob. 

This infolent contempt on the difpalches of a 
fovereign, in whofc dominions they lived, were to. 
lerated and procedted, contributed not a lutle to irl. 
flame his refenrment againfl: the Enghlh. An an- 
fwer to the leuer. above-mentioned hovvever, was 
on more fnber tetieftion, not Jong after returned 
to the mbob. In this anfwer the governor poPi- 
uvely lefuCed either lo gne up the fobjefb to his 
I . * . foie* 
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go\ernoT, wVio before had ticatcd the naocG 
\vith mfult and difdam, \ h'*n he \ns ata diftancCj 
at his approach was terrific i b yoncl meirurc Ig- 
norance and timidity d refte \ all his actions , hd 
iled from his duty , and Calcutta, after an attack 
of fomeda)s, was taken by -fiaulr 

By the law of arms, S.rajah Do vhh might juHi- 
fiably have chaftifcd this arrogance of the counciF^ 
^nd hate put all the Enghfli to the fword On 
the contrary, when Mr, Holwell, who commanded 
after Drake, \;a5 brought before him in bonds, he 
ordered his hands tobc unbound, and folemnly de- 
clared, that not a hair of their heads Ihould p"- 
nfh But this reftoration of liberty in the perfon 
of Mr Holwell, and the declaration of their fafety, 
were not intended to preclude the means of pre- 
venting the Englifh from renewing hoftilities, or 
creating diftorbances m the night. They were 
•therefore ordered to be confined, during that fca- 
fon , but the officer who was delegated to the care 
of that order, unfortunately fent them to a place 
called the black hole , which being too fmill for 
the number, and without a free admiffion of frefli 
air, out of r^o that were therein ftiut Up, no 
more than twenty two of them furviied till eight 
the next morning One muft be callout to all 
tender fenfations not to feel an unesprefible fenfi- 
bility for the enormous fuflerings, which the un- 
happj pnfoners muft have undetgonfe, in this 
more than torturing fituation It Teems the nabob 
bad no defign of taking an ay the lire of any indi- 
vidual perfon, who h->dbeenmcIofedmlhat. place 
of horror This opinion ts confirmed by the e\ i- 
dence, v hicb Mr. Cook^, at that time fecretary 

to 
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tb the g6\crnor ami council of Calcutta^ has deli- 
vered before the lelefl committee of'the- houfeof 
commohsj to this, he alio adds^ that, as hebeher- 
cd,-.the fire of the black hole was unknown to tho 
n ibob. 

The clamour which was then raifed, and the 
horrors which were ocited againft this 'AfiatiO 
prince, a? the willing perpetrator of ihofe enor- 
mous cruelties againitihe Enghfh, were exceOivc^ 
And they ha\ e fince been frequently applied In ju- 
ftificanon of tho^c^cgrcglou5a^sof mjufticc, -which 
were at that time commenced, and have fince been 
purfued b) feme of thofe who then furviyed, and 
thofc who have fuccecdcd them in ths Eaft-India 
compan) ’s fers ice agalnft that prince, his fuccef- 
fors, andfubjedlsj notwithftandmg this provoca- 
f’onouthc part-df gov emor Drake and the covincil, 
rhe nabob figried an mftrument with Mr. Watts, 
that chcCnglifiifhouIdhavc liberty tocarryon trade, 
oncqinl terms with allother nations, their patent of 
prcdilcftion being abolilhcd. Having promifed 
whit appeared to be neceflary for the underllan^- 
ing of the fubfequent parts, I lhall now take the 
liberty of examining the evidence, and ftate the 
atchiev cmCnts of the heavenbom general, w'hcn 
he commanded in Bengal, and itgardlefs ofjiis 
cclefrial nativit} , freely make mv obfervatiops on 
his conduct. News being brought to Madras, 
of the fate of Cakvitta, it wits rcfolved to fend a 
military force to recover it, and lieutenant colonel 
Clive Was rcTdlvecl on "by the council to have the 
command of it. This ns his lordlhip afiurcs us^ 
was the with of every officer. In the beginning of 
Ofttjbcr the troops were embarked on board the 
Vol. III. F • fqua-. 



C 4 - ] . » 

fqmdrdn and Iranfpons nnJtr the command of Ad- 
iniral Watfon. On thtir arrival withm a fnv tmlts 
of Calcutta, the land forces were difcmbarlttd > 
an'd then -his lordlhip mal.es a moft-gentral-hke 
ohfervation indeed, that the fhips went by. water, 

and the land troops went by bnd. ^ i > 

commtniatoT oi^ tUc mtUtafy aftions of gifst. 
commanders could have made fo curious and fo 
keen a rem'ark. O'his flrange phenomenon of 
fhips going by water, and land forces by land, to* 
gelher with a few fl>ot fired from the ficet, fb terri- 
fied the troops of Setajah Dowlahj that they aban* 
doned the fort j and then his lordfliip boldly en- 
tered into it, ai the head of ihefe land forces that 
ftill continued to march by bnd, and thus Calcutta 
was taken . * i ‘ ^ ^ 

« This faffc being accomplifhed, his lordfhip fays, 
he encamped his army, and entrenched bimfelf a- 
bout four miles from Calcutta, in expe<Sation of 
Serajah Dowdah and his army, who were then on* 
their march to that place In a few da) s the na- 
bob and his tror^ps arrived, and they were permit- 
ted to pafs unmolefted, by the heaven-born gene- 
ral, within half a mile of his lordlhip’scamp } and 
then they encamped on the back of Calcutta. By 
, this manoeuvre they were filuated between the Eng- 
lilh camp and thc_place his lordfhip intended’ to 
protect. Does not this event feem to convey a very 
' cjtaltcd idea of hislordfliip’s fcicnce in the military 
art ? "during this march however, Scrajah Dowlah, 
by letters 'to his lordfhip had propofed a treaty and 
terms of peace. The natives who faw how things 
were circumftanced between the two armies, fled 
from the country, and all communication by bnd 
' ’ ■ . ' with 
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with Calcutta being cut off by Sctajah Dowlah, Ins 
loidfliip pcrcened that if lomething «as not done, 
both the fquadroa and the land forces would be 
ftarved out of the country. On this account he 
fent Mr Scrafton and Mr \Vallh to the nabob that 
evening, and on ihcir return thelc ambaiTadors af- 
lured nis lorddiip, they thought the nabob was not 
fincere m his attentions for peace, and that he 
meant treachery. From^lord Clive’s account it 
fljould A.em, the general, be ng a man of furpri- 
zmg forefighc m military affairs, hid forgotten that 
his army muft eat, and confcqu'‘nily had provided 
no fuftenance for them And rhus by encamping 
his own forces, and fufienng thofe of Serajah 
to choofe that ground 
on which they were encamped , he was prevented 
irom receiving neceflary prov ifions for his troops, 
and m a great degree from prote<3:ing Ciicutra 
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wliich ^e aflinted ” For it fcems, the admira! was 
convinetd from fis lordlhip's c\ofc manner of tea. 
foning, or by the diftreisful il oat on in which he 
had placed hi iifclf.thatanariiiY which had nothing 
to eat, mufi: foon be demohlhed, unlefs they can 
fpe“dily get proilfions To this deftmj, he and 
his Tailors had as httl- inclination, as if they had 
been land forces, andhad come fromMadras all the 
way by lanJ The failoiswere larde 1 * the tronps 
were in arms, and abojt four o'clock in the morn 
ng they marched to the attack of tile nabob's 
camp but hunger, that will eat th cu^h ftone* 
walls, IS not a lef. vigorous Incen ivc to engage tn 
■battle “It WAS his lordflbip's intention,’ ashelajs, 
** to hive feiztd the nabobs cannon, and to haie 
attacked his head quarters, bur when day light 
appeared u Wu» nc\«iHelefsall dnknefs for there 
arofe fo thick a fog, that ir was imponble for the 
army to lee thrte yards before them, which contt-r 
rued till tley had march d through the nabob’s 
Vihokarmy” H\s \ordftip “ camiot aftenam 
the lofs the enemy fuficred, but U \us rcpor.rd to 
be\cr) confidcrablc becaufc, as I fjppofe, it 
being inipofilble for ihe troops under his lordOiip's 
comirand, to fee three yards before them, they 
1 ere thereby enabled to point their catinon and 
fitebtk with a greater certainty of killing than the 
Afiatics” Our lofs, however, amounted to a 
bout 150 killed and wounded ThrEnghb con- 
tinued iheir march to iht fort, where tne troops 
1 C'c allowed an hour to reft, and inen ordered 
back to camp ” 

T his as I take ir, fcems to be as well fought a 
f eld, as hath at an^ time been known on the Jbr- 

face 
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face of the globe. Hjs lordibip cltd, indeed, de- 
fign to do wonders : for, as he himfelf fajs, he in- 
tended [O have fcizcd the cannon, and to'havc at- 
tacked the huad quarters of Scrajah Dowla ; but,‘ 
a plague upon ir, that peftilenc fog arofe. And 
thus without feeing the enemy, or the enemy fee- 
ing them, he and his troops got dearly through the 
nabob’s army , and agaip reached Calcutta, from 
^hich they had been^ intercepted Tjy the encamp- 
ment of the Afiatic troops. Accordingly, to my 
manner of conceiving things, this fingle event, 
w ere there no other inducements, would fufficiently ^ 
pre\ail onus to behave that his lordlhip is m rea- 
lity a heaven-born geocral, hor ' v.ho'of a lels 
fublime defeent, has at any time, been fo fignally 
preferved by a fog ? Srleasr who was alfo a 
heaven-born general, on the mother's fide, his lord- 
ftup IS as much fo by the father’s, as the mother's, 
was on'ene occafion preferved from the wrath of* 
Diomedcs by a fog , by Homer poetically called, 
her veil m \ hich his mother Venus enveloped 
him On another he received the like favour, 

■w hen he flood fecure and unfeen, in the prefence 
of queen Dulo, uutill it was known what might be 
the inchnationl of thatpnnccfsi tovards him. 

In this inllance, TfCar Calcutta, the general him- 
fdf, and the whole arm) Svere not I only preferved 
from deflruction, but a vidory was obtained, by 
being furrounded with a fog, according to the ac- 
counts that were then publilhcd in the Gazette. 

This lucccfs, hov/ever, cannot with propriety 
be afcTibcd to the heaven-born general • bccaufe 
^is intentiQUs of fcuiog the cannon, and turning 
^ them 
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/them -againfl the nabob, were fruftrated by tha 
fog.] ^ 

To the affiflance of that alone, all the meritsof 
this wcl -fought Geld, is inflantly to be afcribcd as 
r pafied cleverly through 

m AGatic army to Calcutta. Serajah Dowlah 
having difcovered, om the diflipation of the fog, 
that under that concealment, the hearen-born ce. 
neral had elcaped him, and regained Calcutta*, 
rnarchcdfromihe phceofhts encampment, and 
^e.hcaven.born general returned againto his for- 
mer camp. / 1 

rJftI*''" of this great and bloody 

firft ttanfmittcd to England, the Ga- 

his hSlm m fptakingof 

«uldeftnrr",''rHr’ '“ •'f’th.'tlal, thou 

to the fame fo?, 
Iilharmv • a'nd files from the Eng. 

W «ne’ra? h" n''?"' =* ■>''= f"“ver. • 

!fah Sur’deSay“a?r?t'r“ 
which IS upon tL’comn " 
j-on ihat th”*^”,*; “7^)-= terords , 1 he 'rea- 

V continues his lordLn advantageous; 

V=d .dvice ' fatat^;’i*7 '-i'’ 
•had uuhinthroarnfotl of*n^ French 

have 
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bar’s IJien undone , for there ’ll anted only fomff 
intelligent perfon to advife the nabob not to fighc 
at all, and the Englith -would have^ been ruined- 
jt %/iil hardly be called in queftion, thtit the fo^ 
.being thus opportunely fent, isa conv incing>’proof 
that his lordlhip is !a Hea\cn-born general. But 
as the invidious rcluCiance of mankind to acknow-» 
Jedge fuperior birth m others, is too frequently 
feen in this nicked i^orld, 1 would willingly Rat- 
ter myfelf that a Ihort jlluftration of the latter part 
of this adventure, will fatisfaflronly evince it to be 
the celeftial place of his nativity, by ihb propi-^ 
tious favour that was then btftowid on him. 
.■What 3 mean is, his receiving the preceding advice 
at the very nick of time cofave him from rum 
Serajth Dowhh fenc letters to his lordfbip on 
the 4th of hebiuary with propofaU of peace. 
MeiTrs. WaKh and Scrafton returned from him 
with a perfuafion that the nabob intended treache- 
ry The battle was fought, the viftory won ; or 
rather the no battle was fought, and the cfcape-ac- 
GompUlhed in the morning of the fucceeding dsy. 
In the evening of the fame day, Serajah Dowlah 
defired to trKit with the heaven born general a fe- 
cond time, and the latter was glad to receive it, 
without delay ; for thereafon for which he alligns. 
From thele circumftances, it is not evident, that 
this advice mull havearrnved the very day before 
the battle was fought, oihsrwife irmufl; have ap*. 
peared as requifite to have entered On a treat) on 
the evening of the 4ih, as of the 5th, for'^ there 
appears no more rtafoO- to dUlrull. the truth cJf 
Meflrs VVallh and Scrafton's former difco.ei), ac 
that time, than twenty-four hours before nor to 

coo- 
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■ conclude a peace becaufe Serajah DcU'bh r'^fs 

■ marching off, than before the attack : unlefi to 
thefe reafons the admonitions of hunger,^and the 
fufpicion of being aflifted by a fccond foa, might 
have added their influence. .Ee that as it 'may, his 
lordlhip fays, *' If tf^ere had been one intelligent 
prion toaavife the nabob not to fight, the Englifh 
had been undone j and therefore the heaven-born 
general enters on and concludes a treaty, to pre- 
vent Serajah Doivlah from engaging in battle. 

nabob’s conjunaion with 
the French, that event, -his lordftup tells us, he had 
preventing. For, “ Duiing.the 
propofed a neutrality which he 
h-ve im,.,*"n many unenlightened petfons svould 

methX?‘"'^-''’'l-'“”''''^’‘' improbable 

me hodot uniting him with the French, and fup- 

"'''l’<tmnni[lance of the.iniei 
tlfi! his'’ln' Hfh’ "> liis fuccefs. And 

had fmS''’ "“'""''“nn'lmg “ the nabob 
anddecbld -r '‘"t Ftench, 

enemv” nA ® would become their 
reditude o?tl,J,"°'l '’'‘’nviotir fully evince the 
previoufly dehvemd^That" ■< b 'jh 

his notable refufarof "the”"' ’ nmply juliify 

have precluS d h/r n • would' 

himand his army from 

hy that heavenly- condo™'' Ifte^b’ ^ 

"With the imentijnc of q • l acquainted 

French, h did every 

every tliiag m his power to ptomoto 

* h ~ the 



' tlie iimoH of ihe two-'farces that muft'-undo’ the.' 
■’Englini." ' . ■/ ’ 

Is not' this' extremely confiftcnt with _that wlfdom 
V/hich fo fi'gaally marks thc conduft. of his lord*-- 
ihip'? 'and 'may'ic riot)* from hence/ jdftly deri-' 
'vcd that he -is as truly a-hcavcn-born^p6ricician jis 
a general? for. certainly' no fcarth-born being. could 
have condu&ed hiraiclf fo 'wifely, ' in promoting the 
‘very'evehi'he feared' abd intended' tb.-preclude/ 

‘ The’ treaty *10 cofifequerice of' the antecedent ' 
overture,' 'was figned tKe 9 th‘ of ■‘'February 'J7'57* ■ 
' AdmirarCharles ^Vaifon ah'd’ colonel GUve prorbi- 
'^ied'lh -‘behalf, of "the Engliih nation,’ add' of ' the 
Hnglifli company, 'that-from' henceforth'-all ' hdfti- 
litUsfhallceafe in Bengal rahd the EngUfh'will^aU 
ways rernaih in;pMce a'nd'friendfl/ip with'tHe'nd- 
•bob,- a'slong'as tne'amcles'are kfeptin force, -and' 
•remain' iinvioHted.' ^•Thcfe articles w^re figned by’ 
the 'nabob', ■ and' wichefled '■by'^Meer ' Jaffier^ -a'h'd 
■Rajah’Ddvvlabrarn'. • • ‘ 

no incurious iqueftion^ to aik by'what au-* 
-thority his lordfhip'fubfcribed tbis treaty,~in tlie , 
^name,of the EnglUb naiion, by .whbW was'Hc.'de-. 
legated to this authority ? not by. the'^EngliOV ria- 
:tIon ;-'for-chey poiTcfs no'foch'right : not by the 
’king t-for-by hlm it was never 'gramed., ' ‘ ' 

"'What was it then lefs'than -an ufiirpation of ‘au- 
thority hitherto unknown, and siTp'ecVesof feBfel-' 
•lion in thus pfcfumihg- to'coo'cemh his 'fover’eigns 
rights, ''and to^fet up one'for his fubjefts; ■ 

Tothis unexampied'aftof auda'cioufnefs, .forlefs 
than which Lally-Iayfhorterby a head at Paris,' was 
added the fonowiQg''agreefncnt,'’of the -fam'e' date 
•»‘with the treaty.' We,; the Eait'India' company, 
VoL. III. • G ■ ■ la 
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in the prefehcc of Serajah 0o\vlah, by the hands 
and feals of the council, by firm agreement, and 
folemn aiteftltlon, do declare, that the bufinefs of 
the company’s faftories, ttithin the jurirdidlion of 
the nabob, lhall go on in it’s former courfe : that 
■we will never opprefs or do violence to any perfon 
without caufc, that tye will never offer protection 
to any having accounts with the government, any 
of the king’s fthc Mogul) colleftors of his rents, 
nor to murderers, nor robbers. That we will ne- 
.vcr aft contrary to the tenor of the articles agreed 
to by the nabob : That wc will carry on our bufi- 
finefs as formerly, and will never, in any refpeff, 
deviate from this agreement,** 

Such was the (olenin attcaation and agreement 
>*>is<l>«ftbrequent 
was enjoined. “ I, colo- 
•• r« ,, p’ ®f the Englilh land for- 

fear the pre. 

■> »t"l our Saiiour, that there is peace 

Enahft "I' S'tajah Dowlah. and the 

“'herf m ih ^ Englifli will inviolably ad- 

' nabob an/l.'^'" f 
■“ aareer^ent '.""S thallohfervo his 

Kerne’s ‘'j' 3l"'ajs.look npon 
cailK^n >nd. whenever 

theirporr"’- i" 

evidence, that it is '' reafons, in his 

cil, 
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cil, that they will not afford prote ton tofuch b 
have accounts with the nabob, nor to murderers, 
and robbers , canlt be reafonably concluded othef- 
jways than that the council by their former tranf- 
grclfions refpefting Kiflindafs^ and by their treat- 
ment of the nabob, in theperfon of his meffcngeT, 
had given juft cauftof offence, and for the taking 
of Calcutta ? and confidering that the afiair of the 
battle tvas no more than an efcape in a fog, and 
rhac the rieet and^ army wobld have been ftarved 
Avithounfc , does not the treaty feem to have been 
a$ advantageous, as could have been equitably ex- 
pefted ? however, it muff: be confeffed* that there 
IS one point in which his lordfhip might bbt think 
it fo advantageous hs it ought to have been , for 
the heaven born general gets nothing for his fcr\ ice 
but honour, if he acquired that.'* And although 
before the committee/’ as Fluellen fays, **of ancient 
Piftol, he uttered as brave words as you fhall fee 
of a fummer’s day,” and talk’d fo highly of his 
lionourabU fervices, as if he had preferved thb 
ftate ; yet, by hU actions, it is at leaft as equally 
apparent, that his notions of honour coincided 
With ihofe of Sir John Fdlftaff, who with pronoun- 
cing “ honour to be a mere fcuicheon concludes 
bis catechifm.” "Now having '"attempted to prove 
that hislordJhip is heaven-bom, both as a general, 
and apohncian , I come nov/ to evince that he Ik 
not Jels of h-'ivenly defeent, as a man of honour 
and confcience. ‘ * ^ 

It IS more than probable, that during the time in 
which this treaty was negociatmg with Serajah 
Dowla, for the cftablilhment of peace’-, two others 
of a verydiffcrenl 'kind were entered on : one be^ 
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twccn histordlhipand Mcer JafTier; and the other 
between the former and Rhada Gar Khawn Laity, 
competitor AMth Meer Jaffitfr, for the fubahflitp of 
Bengal , and confequently both to the fame pur- 
port of depofing that \cry prince, whofe fubjtdts 
they were, and whom hislordlhip had promifed to 
defend by a folemn declaration before God and his 
faviour. Be that as it maj , Serajah Dowlah retired 
with his army to his capital , and never jnfrafted, 
nor refufed to comply with one arucle of the treaty, 
Monficur Dupleix had already fhewn the heaven- 
born general, how lucramc it was to trafPe m the 
manulacfure of nabob-making. It hath been fre- 
quently obferved, that the French are more fertile 
m imentions, and that the Englifhmore excellent 
jn improving on them 

In no indance hath that obfertation been more 
fignally \erified,ihanmihis,ofwhichIam fpeaVmg. 

Notw ithlandtng the nabob hath thus giv en every 
proof of intending to fulbll his obligations, lord 
Clwe affefted to lxUe\cand to propagate, that be- 
caufc the fovcrcign refoKed to preferve )us domi- 
niors from the calamities of war, had forbidden 
the Englifti to attack the French, and fent the lat- 
ter, men and money, to preferce them from that 
difaflcioLS event, which iruft inevitably involve 
hi$ own fubjefls m dillrcf^, that he intended to 
comrnence hoibhiies againff ihc Eaft India com- 
pany, But to an ondcrftandmg fufcepuble of con- 
ceiving the dunes of a fovcrcign, and direded by 
the dictates of a pure confcicnce, this condudbof 
the nabob will appear to be expriflive only of the 
prot idcncc of a good and benevolent prince, who 
intends the happmefs pf his fobjedls, - For, at 
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this time,” fa ) 5 Mr, Dow. in his htftory of Indof- 
tan, “ In Bengal, commerce, manufadurts, 
and agriculture were encouraged; it was one of 
the neheft, moll populous, and belt cultivated 
kingdoms in the world j- the great men and 

the rherchants were wallowing in wtalih and lux- 
ury ; the mfenor tenants and the manufadlurcrs 
were blefs’d with plenty, content, and cafe ; it 
vjas wot ihcw iha cwftowv to uke the hooey by de- 
ftroying the fwarm. 1 he Englilh were more rigid 
than the Moguls. . . i 

We have encroached on their privileges, and 
annihilated their /power, • “ T hefe were Icenes 
oppreflion which fate had refttved for an un- 
■fortuhace people to our times. , 

Thefervants of the freeft nationjupon earth have 
left the body of the people to the mercy of the col- 
Jeftors of the territorial revenues ; and the miferies 
of Bengal ' were refetved for thefe times.'* but 
slasl'iuch is the obduracy of the human heart, 
wheninvefted with power, and flung with the Juft 
of acquiring wealth, that the virtues of .the fove- 
rejgn, and the happinefs of fifteen millions of in- 
offenfi-ve fubjefts, .weighed little in the fcale of am- 
bition and rapacioufnefs. For although every ctr- 
cumftance evinced, 'that the nabob was refolvedon 
preferving peace to himfelf and of preventing it 
from being infradled by ihofc people whom his pre- 
decefibrsdnd the moguls had permitted to ellablifh 
faftorics in their dominions, for the fake of enrich- 
ing the counuy atvi tWw by cciw.TTie.'JCt. ^ 

yet the confcientious lord Clive, had no doubt 
Dowlah then intended, to drive the 
Englifh out ofi Bengal,** 


Would 
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Would to heaven that this furpicion had been 
accoinpljlhed at that time * what millions ofunof. . 
fending people would then have elcaped the cafa- 
imucs of war, ruin, devaftatlon anH^ famine ; and 
England not have contaminated her honour by ac- 
tions, which difgracc the idea of humanity. “ A 
reinforcement, iays hU lordihlp, arriving from 
Bombay, it was taUen into confidcration by the 
committee confiftingof Drake, CUs'e, Kilpatrick^ 
and Beecher ; whether they flrould undertake the 
attack of Chandernagore at the rilk of difpleafing 
the nabob, ond having' hh army to, encounter ? 
Beecher and K-dpairkk gave ^heir opinions for, a 
neutrality; his lordfliip for the attack , and Drake 
gave an opinion which nobody could make 
inmgof*' It feemsthen, that this Mr. Drake bad 
rot a capacity fuflicient to fay, ves or no: when 
the queftion was put' for amcking the French : 
uhich fsems to be a degree of underftanding, hard- 
ly fuperior to that of an ideoi For unlefsihis be 
, allowed, the reprefentation of it by his lordihipis 
incredible Thusthere were two and one, nothing 
tojme agaifift his ‘lordfliip. But major Kilpa- 
tnekafked lord Clive, whether he thought, the forces 
and fquadron could aiiackChandemagore, and the 
nabob's -arniy at the fame timeja^d his lordflnpfald, 
he thought^ they could : the major then defired to 
withdraw h1s opinion and to be of his lordfliip’s** 
Upon this, lord Clive, Kilpatrick, and Beecher took 
uponthem to \ oic whether the governorDrakcls opi- 
nion, was any opinion at all ; and in this vote the colo- 
nel and the major being a majority, it pafled that 
vhaf ihego'vernor had voted, v/asno vote. This is 
probably the ^ j/f iclfance m a conttnfCfeC 

have 



i'55l 

have ever dared to ’deliberate, '^whethcrjthe.firft -id 
iank df''that:-com'mhiee had^of had'pot gWen ah 
Intelligent vote 5. and -jo fet rh'im afide in voting 
whether he had or rtOC j ^'and-tKen determine ‘to his 
'di(h6douf, that, he had not-., his lordfhip/ treads 
dew path's wherever., he auemptVto.pals;: , and if 
this^decifiOn be npt'lequUable,' it ;is .aedeafi: aoda^ 
iious/ auda^esjortufia jtkiji,.- but' there exifted no 
■other means 'of^obtaining^a .•majorUy-than: by'conf- 
.Verting 'oVjexcliKling; one- of ^ the iwo'-ppponents 
td ' KiS'ilordfhip’s opinion ;^‘and as*.;thc\forrner 
.could - not be done, .. the inajority . was-dbtained' 
by -the votes; of that the /opinion .of 
dne'of the other iwojwas no'opmior) a: all ;; this 
proves that ..it was ppfjiively agaihft-hlslordlhip;’ 
‘and that chi's ignominious. artifice was'invented. to 
• tender it,' ihefTeftiVe. , A letter’was' then'wHtt'en 
K> Admiral Watfon,^'derirmg’him to c6*opcrate"ia 
the'-auVek of Cbandernago're,' and hete I’ fhall p:c- 
1 fume to aik; 'whether it . can be.confider'cd-as' ah 
a^'of prcfump'non jn ■'me-.tojim'agino, that,;hh 
Idrdfhip’s differing in'bpi'nipn, at firff, from all the 
others,' was entirely owing- io,',his'*-fuperi6rknow- 
Icdgc, ' in Vhat might/be jcffefted-by . the .•£ngU(h 
‘army ;'or:td'tha: tlmev.carried pn .between him. 
-ind-Mecf Jaffief, 'by the inter-mediation/ of Mr.’ 
■'■Waits, relideht at'MQxadayed./. /.*• v' 

• 'In conIVquehce’.of. this' opinion, thus obtained; 

. Cban'dernagpre was^^atthefame dme, attacked by 
land,/ and it'';‘Ib6n';,fun'eridcred,.- His 
lordihipiays the^fquadmnfurmouhted'.difHcultics 
which he ‘ .believed/ no. other,' fi^ips .could have 
-done, ahd it .was impbflible for him' to , 'do the of- 

bcera’ • 
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iicer3 of the fquadron jufifcc uport that occafion|- 
and it was in a great meafure taken by them.” 

But notwhhftanding this, his lordlhlp" does believe 
that the place would have been taken by the army, 
il" the Iquadron had not gone up ; it muff have 
fallen into thejr hands, but not fo loon. What 
may be his lordlhip’s reafons for believing that the 
place would have been taken ^tithout the afliftance 
of that fquadron, which did more than my other 
fhips could have done, and by which, he fays, it 
was m a great meafure taken, is bejond my capa- 
city to determine. But I am of an other belief j 
becaufe all ihofe who have been examined on this 
occafion, are unanimoully of an opinion diredtiy 
oppofite to that heaven-born general ; however, to 
do juftjce to his lordfhip’s fingular fentiments, Ido 
heartily agree with that part of it, which he next 
clivers, I think, fayshe, ** if the land forces and 
ieapoys, could have been landed in Calfutta, every 
event which has happened, would have happened, 
.without the afliftance of the fleet.” 

1 amapprehenfive that I do not dearly conceive 
^®rd. Does he mean it* the 
« tra landed out of fliips, 

vv tihout theaffiftanceof (hips to bring them'? or 

itfelf.vvhcret^hey could not bclandedl why then, in- 

brdlhln's^ "■ ‘ be of.his 

Sv I conclude diamc- 

E^Tml f " ‘'"""■“'y S'*® 'be heavenly-boin 

vvithThf f of frequently to bh met 

.vv 1 th m his lordaip s evidence, I ftould'^hav e been 

inclined 
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inclined to think were marriages allowed (ti heavert* 
that this heaven-born general was bcgbiren bv St. 
Patrick after he was fainied, but perhaps the Iriih 
title may have conve)ed lomcthing of the country 
along with ic. 

After'Chandenagore wajrefolved to be attacked, 
my lord informs us, he repeatedly faid to the com- 
mittee and others. That they could not flop there, 
but mull go farther i that having eftabUlhed them- 
lelves by force, and not by theconfentof the na-* 
bobi he would endeavour to drive them out again/* 
Docs not this preparative opinion for attacking the 
nabob, bear even the caricatured features of having 
concluded, or at Icaft of having Commenced the 
tretty for dethroning Serajah Dov\ lah ? and v hen 
ills lordfhip declares, that they had eflablidied 
themfelvcs without the confenc of the nabob, did 
not hU celeftul memory fail, orchis divine confei- 
ence defert him ? finco he had concluded & treaty, 
not luo months before, witl-Tihai nabob, whohad 
therein confenicd to -their eftabUlhment j and 
granted them terms of advantage, adequate to the 
defires of every honeft man ? 1; cannot but be con- 
fefled, that it Was an a6l of no fmall atrocioufnef;, 
10 prefume to attack the French in that part of tho 
world, hnA bring the miferics of war on thefub- 
jeiftsof a foveteign, in whofe dominions thefe 
failints refided but by toleration : more cfpcciaMy, 
as jc is exprcfsly laid by lord Cambden, Lnd the 
late chancellor York who w ere at chat time airomty 
and foUicuor-gencral in their report^ December 
U) 1/^57. on the petition of the £sft- India corn- 
panv, That it is agreeable to the terms and in^ 
tenrionof ail the charters given toihecompanv bv 
‘ Vob HI. li ■ his 



t ] 

his majefly, or hi' royal predfCcfTorSj-which em- 
power them to makcuarm the hart- Indies, only 
to recompenfe ihemrtWc' for lo'Jes or to xeptl in- 
vaders. And neither of thefe circumrtances re- 
quired •cither the attacking the Frcncii, or the ' 
jpreading of dcvaftaiton and war^ over the domi- 
nions of the nabob. 'I'his intention therefore was 
doubly unjuft : it U at the fame moment, an igno- 
minious breach of treaty with an unoffending ally, 
an.l a tranlgreflion of thole rights of making war, 
which arc by the laws of Enaland, granted to the 
Esft-lmlia company. Andfurcly that army, which 
h^d been pronounced to be hblc to engage Serajah 
iJowl.ih, ani to attack Chandernsgorc, at the 
fame time,, had now much Icfs ie.alon to fear, or 
to go farther, and declare hoftihties againft a prince 
with whom they had fo lately fworn to live in 
friendihip, and defend them before tho French 
fortrefs was taken. Was ic not the knowledge of 
this treaty, fo ireacheroos on the part of ths fcng- 
lifh, that concealed within his lordfhip’s bofom, 
urged him to the adoption of the antecedent opi- 
nion r b-i the noble lord continues, that they had . 
nombcrlcfs pmofs of the nabib’s intentions upon 
many records*’ Numberkfs indeed, my lord, 
for that which exifts not cannot be numbered. 
But were it in your power to have produced one 
fuch record, rilhcr in heaven, earth, or hell, 
lliouM not sour lordlhip have brought it, on 
an occafion the rroft imp»)rtant' to tl?c vindica- 
Ivon of ^our honour, and the fuppnrt of that 
I.Qocft fame, svhich U more dear than life to 
t!.ofc who deferse the name of man ^ yet not 
rr.eof all the number, sshich his lordflaip would 
• , / have 
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ha^e the world to believe to be exlfting, hss he 
adduced, and in Vanfittart*^ narrative u is decla- 
red to be a mere furpicion Has he forgotten tfat 
on the 7ih of February preceding this dechntion 
to admiral Watfon he had folemn!) declared, in 
the prefcDCc of God and his Stviour, that there 
fliall be peace between the nabob and ihehiichlh J 
lint the LngltlhwiU invinlablj adhere to the arti- 
cles of the treaiy made with the nabob , thit as 
long as he fhallobfervehisagret-mcnt, theEnglifli 
■will nlwa) s look upon his enemies as their enemies, 
and whenever Called upon, will grant him all the 
affiflance in their power/^ 

Was It noEwo'cn your care, my lord, to pro- 
duce one record out of the amazing* number, to 
free you from this heinous charge of violatipgyour 
declaration, fo folemnly plighted in the prefence of 
God and jour Saviour. Can ncuher the obhga- 
tions of religion nor of confctence, united w ith the 
fenfaiions of honour, and the flipulations held 
facred in human alliances, prtferve the leaft influ- 
ence mj out bofom ’ whatever may be your opi- 
nion reliesfling thefe momentous conrideranonc^ 
the breach of them has been, is and ever will be 
derefted even b) villains, \/hen tluy Inve no v jews 
of acquiring riche«, nor direCt and immediate in- 
lertll m fuch pariicula s. Can you conceive that 
money, which purchafes every thing in this 
world, can prevail in htaven -vlfo > and that what- 
ever may be the acrocioufnefs of the came, the 
puoifliment can be bought oft? Cm you lleep, my 
lord ? Does confcience, that ‘‘ maltes cowards of us 
all” not touch your lord(hip*s bofom ? or his gold 
become fo'powerful an anodyne, that it lulls to reft 

all 
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pU feelings of remorfe ; and renders you infenfiblo 
ro every impulfe that ftrikes from hea\’cn and front 
, heJl, and clcanfes the hearts of other men. Thefe 
qbeftions are fully relblved by his lordfhip’s evi« 
Ccncc. fde confeflts ** he did fuggeft to admiral 
Waifon and Sir George Pococke, the neceffity of 
a revolution." This hideous defign he confefles, 
e^ven uncalled^ to fuch confeflion in his evidence, 
k/ven at this time, after- the unexampled and ac- 
cumulated perpetration of fuchdeeds. the deferip- 
lion of which is too terrifying to be attempted by 
Tny fseble and .unequal pen ; Is it not more than* 
chriltian chanty enjoins us to implore the mercy 
pyen of the all-merciful on men fo loft to every in- 
vitation ot virtue, and fo mfcnfible to all feelings 
of humanity, fhame and confeienpe. But to what 
1 incitements of full ambl- 
mankind? -his 

^rdfbip proceeds. <‘Mr. Watfonand the gentlc- 
h ’vTa fS ^ef«ed upon the nece^ty of 

wuh of that revolution was 

^ ith, the confent of the committee, left to Mr 
Watts =nd my lord." and thay tvith iny accepted 
pnd carried u into execution. Forbear^-our txe, 

3er?T’ "“'■-rpcTJo S 

evtdence on ,he fpo, „ ,he.it;,enrtfe:;m;r:^S 
I depofes. 
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deposes, that admiral Watfon thought this revola- 
non a difhonourahle undetiakmg, and the iniquity 
of thoffi who were engaged in it fo great, that he 
had no defire to' remain among them any longer. 
He thoughili an extraordinary meafure to dethrone 
that prince with whom they had fo lately made a 
folemn treaty. But as he was inftrufted by the 
king to afford the Eaft-lndU company afliftance in 
their affairs 5 he afiifted them with his forces ac- 
cording to his duty, for thefe rcafons and this 
which tollov-s, from the lips of lord Glive, *'Thac 
Mr, Watfon i\as ahvays confulted, but declined be- 
ing a member of the committee Can it be doubt- 
ed that he did not* approve the infidious undertak- 
ing which was to dethrone a prince, who had nci- 
th«r violated nor evaded one article of the treaty, 
and who remained in tranquillity, although' colonel 
Clive had prefomed to commence the mifcrles of 
war in his dominions againft the French, who was 
as equally eftabhlhed, as juflly entitled to, and as 
lawfully lived under his proteftion as the Englilb. 
Can it beothenvife than remarked, that as all thofc 
who were then in Bengal," and were called as wit- 
nefles before the commutcei that Mr, Brcrcton is 
almoft the only perfoh who can be truly faid not to 
have been a witnefs in his own caufe •, and on that 
account, more unexceptionably deferves thecredic of 
the public in uhat he depofes ; not that I mean to 
reflefton the teftimonies which have been given by 
feveral others, who have delivered their evidence 
on thUoccafion, To the General and to "Watts the 
coqduft of this honourable fervice of depofing 
Serajah Dowlah was committed : both of thefe de- 
ferving perfonages, the Brft as commander of the 

army, 
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nrmy, the feconil as member of the council, had 
by firm agrecinenl and foUmn atteftation in ?he 
pfefence of God, declared that they would “invio. 
hbly adiicre to the articles of the treaty/' \Va»ts 
at the time of faming the confpiracy, uasrefi-, 
dent at the nabob’s court, a< mtniner for the com- 
pany ; and niih him his conlcieniious lordlhip 
correfponded in cyphers. Meet Jafficr %n as the man 
svho offering the largcft fom for the perpetration of 
this infidioiisad:, u as determined to be placed on 
the throne of Bengal. In conlcqucnceof this con- 
clufion, a treaty was ftipulated njih the fubjedrto 
dethrone his fovcreign ; and by the very ally, \i ho 
no more than three months before, had foleranly 
frvorn to protedt him from all his enemies. 

The treaty which bad been concluded \% ithSeraiah 
Dowlah on the'yth of February, had by the 3d 
article ffipuiatcd, ** That refiiiution be made to 
the company of their factories and fcttlemcnts 
which had been taken from them, &c. that an 
equivalent in money be given for Inch goods as 
were damaged, plundered or loll, which Ihould be 
left to the nabob’s juftice to determine. This cir- 
' cumdance affords an evidence, that even in' the 
minds of the general and council, Serajah Dowlah 
was a prince in whofe integrity and jullice it was 
faffly to be confided ; and that he had given no 
caufe of fofpicion, that he would evade or refradl 
the articles to which he had fworn according to his 
own religion. Bcfidcs the unjuaifiablenefsof the 
attempt, the intereft of the company, whofe fer- 
varTls; both his lordlhip and the council were lobd- 
ly pronounced againft the undertaking of a deed 
io perfidious, fo difgraceful, and fo inhuman. His 
' - ' lord- 
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Ifirdftiip notwithftantliug this objcdton, rcfolvcd 
utthout hcl-fstion, to itake the c^i^}cnce of tlje 
company in Bengal, on an annr.pt uhich \va^ lo 
enrich Iiiniftlf and his afljciatcs. U is a dcprccra- 
ting r{;fie<£i:ion on human kind, line I tear it is too 
jofl to'bc denied, that foccclsindllhonourablc en- 
deavours is too trequendy juflified by the approba- 
tion of others, who are'tnficUttd by ii.* His lord- 
Ihip, the committee, and the council were convin- 
ced of the truth c( this Icandalous depravity fo 
pre\alcni in l.utnan nature, when it lias been cl\i- 
lizvd by^ealth, obtained even by the dcBru^ton 
of the innocent and deferving ’ and they sccoid- 
ingly prepared the means by v;luch that ctenc 
might be cfiedluated ♦, profpcrlty attended their 
criminal tranfaiflions. The treaty with Meer 
Jaflier, which preceded the dcpofing of Sernjah 
Dowlah, included evident marks of the provislcnt 
nature. Inftead of confiding in thejulheeof tho 
nabob to make fatisfadtion for the lots and injiirits 
which the company, the council and the factors 
had fiiffered, certain foms were cxprcfdy ftipula- 
ted to be paid by Mcer Jalner, to all wlio had fuf- 
fered at Calcutta by the troops of berajah Dowlah, 
and to impart on one of' difinterefted intentions, 
ihofe whofc Ioffes had not been included in the 
treaty with Scrajah Dowhh, were conhdered in 
that of Meer Jaffier. ** In confequeni.e of ihi*;, 
i,aoo,oool. was to be given to the company, &c. 
and un Mr. Becher’s fuggeftion that the committee, 
who managed the great machine of ^govornmenr, 
was entitled to fome confideraiion 'as well as the 
n'ivy and army : Mr. Watts was written to on that 
fubjt^ j but what that confidcration was, liis lord- 
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{hip never knew till after the battle', as it Is called 
of Plafley/' This being known it feems, *'Mr. 
Watfon tnfifted that he was entitled to fiiare of that 
money, but the majority of the gentlemen would 
not agree to it ; and my lord bimiclf was of opi* 
tilon, that Mr. Waifonwas not of the committee : 
but he pcopofed to the gentlemen to contribute as 
much as would make his Oiare equal to the govei'* 
nor’s and his own, and fent the proportion of the 
fliare he had received. “ In (his place it is necef'* 
fary to remark the modefty of the general. Hfi 
and the council*fervanis of a trading company^ 
debated upon the claim of Mr. Watfon, the king’s 
admiral, whether he'fhould have a ihare in the 
money which was given: and then denying he had 
any right, propofed a contribution which was alfo 
rejcfled : but the general fays he did jufticc to his 
fcrvlccs, although he denied him his juft right td 
the money. Indeed, before the battle of Pla(rey> 
there feemed to be no great occafion to be parttcu* 
lar in an enquiry, of the fpecific fum which Watts 
had ftipulated for the fcleft committee : but when 
the hen had hatched, ic was expedient to know 
the number of the chickens : and then on hearing 
the fum, his lordftiip wasconfcience-tourhed, and 
. declared, “ he thought if too much, and pfopofed 
that the council fhould have a fhare in it. And in 
this manner it Was contrived that all fhould parti- 
cipate in the prey, that none might be left to be 
clamorous againft the iniquity. /And this is a fpe^ 
cimeothat the policy of his lordlhip was equal 
to his fordid appetite ; for may it not be rcafona- 
bly concluded, that the council, w-ho had approved 
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defign ; wbuld have heavily complslned of not 
fharing in ihe plunder, and have rtprcicnscd this 
affair in a light unfavourable to the gentral, in 
^thetr letters to the clirtftors in England ? in this 
place therefore, ihofc who are not intimately .ac- 
quainted with the confciencious defigns of his lord- 
fhip, may probably impute his opinion td Itfc- 
handtd wifdom, than »io motives fprmging from a 
{(.nfi of equity in the diftribufion of the money. 
'l*he fum was however, as Mr. Bechet had dated 
it, about ioo,oQob and this fum added to the pre- 
ceding, amounts to two millions of money, which 
Meer Jafiier had flipulaied to pay on being feated 
on the throne of Bengal : befides immenfc prefents, 
as uw’tllbefccn hercaltcr. 

The three confpirators arc gone to receive the 
reward of their tranfaftions, where they mull: find 
that the whole wealth of India cannot influence 
their judge. The principal a£tor tn this tragedy 
executed jufticc onbimfelfj and on no occafion 
have I heard a more general lamentation among all 
fuch gf ihc human race, asdonotrightiouflvdc- 
iorve 10 be pubUddy put to death.- The infamy, 
inhdioufnefs and crime of being at once an ambaf- 
fador at a court of an'^alUcd foveretgn, and a con-j 
fpiiato' againft him even in ihi*? degenerate age, 
•wants not the terrific pencil of Spagnifler to fill 
our fouIsM”iih. horror Whilft the minlfter ivrs 
fiequtnily with Serajah Dowlah on terms of fa- 
vour, he was ref^rioufiy plotting his defiru^tlon, 
but on this derefiabJr wnderraking’, ft teas faund 
expcdi'ini toafibciate that Omichund already men- 
tioned, who was a Bengal merchant and confined 
a pnfoncr in Calcuria’by Drake, when the place 

\oi. Ul, I 
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taken and plundered by Serajah Dowlah, 
Omichund having fuftatned a confidcrable diminu* 
lion of hfs r;ches from the nabob’s army, when they 
plundered Calcutta, was not only incenfed againll 
hi5 prince, but dtfirous of regaining by treafon 
what he had lolt by vvar. At the fame time, as hs 
had been ijl treated by ihe tnglifh, in being im* 
pnfoned, he was naturally a perfon unfitfptftvd of 
being w ell inclined to them ; and as he w a*; a man 
of weight and intimacy with Metr Jafricr,and other 
great men of the nabob’s court, he was ttleemed 
to be a proper perfon to be co-adjutor in this perfi- 
tl'ous caule. Omichund was neither Isfs infidious, 
l«ls rapacious, nor Itfs honell than either of thofe 
y* 0 planned and were carrying cn the work. He 
therefore, with rcadtnefs engaged in this confptracy ; 

^ advanced that he pof. 

H/»n t difclofing and preventing the 

defign, ke refolved to avail himfelf of that power j 
thofe with whom he was con.' 
totally void of, faith and ho- 
notorious violation of both, by their 
Serajah bollah ; 
bly placed !n\!,eirpToSrc^'"H.T'‘'1r'^"'' 

operate on men nfr death alone could 

ll’ereforcanoci3ied“m P^J'-'l'Ics. Being 

paciicinjie f j' he rcfulved to 

demanded of Wans j P='=-^PW"’ 

pec cent on Serailh mpeea, and five 

amounted lo four roillio^rn ^' treafures. which 

would 
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WbuU infotiii the nabub of their defign, and g?£ 
iim put to death. Watts Krnficd by this menace, 
tranlmittcd this account to his lortilhip !,and my 
!ord, on receiving this advice afilimes the honoura- 
ble fervicc of planning the means of preferving 
Watts, deceiving Omichlind, and continuing hini 
a faithKil ally in their execfrable undertaking* And 
nil this was to be accompliihed by a h^tiiious trea- 
ty, for he had 'prevlourty planned the depofing of 
Scrajah Dowlah, by a real one* 'To this account 
his lordfhip adds, “ Thar he thought art and polidy 
Warrantable in defeating the purpofes of fuch a vil- 
lain as Omichund > and that the council aflented 
to it.'‘ ~ ' 

Itisvety remote from my intention to attempt 
an extenuation of this charge of villainy in Omi* 
chund. I readily allow its troth •. but at the fanio 
time I acknowledge myfelfm great embarraflhr.eni, 
by what arguments to make that an honourable 
fervicein hlslordniip, vllucli was villainous in Onii-* 
chund. The merchant,' a fnbjedt of Serajah Dow- 
lah, was engaged in a conlpiracy againft his fove- 
rcign unaftuated by any pallhiing motives 

His lordliijp had, dcihrcd, in the prefence of 
God aod his Saviour, that he would mv^riabty ad-^ 
here 10 the treaty made w.th the nabob i he had 
been the planntr alfo, pr at Icalt the approver of 
purchafing Omichund to dethrone his prince Ths 
irratv with Meei Jr.fher wa*: not in conrequcnce of 
defeating Scrajih Doulah openly in arms^ but a 
preparative flipulaticn to encourage them to a hof- 
tile invahon oi his country, without liK having af- 
forded thele-ift rcafonable prerext for this deteda- 
bU breach of faith. His lordlhlp Conlidently pro- 
' nounces, 
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nouncSs, that all his are Iionourahlc fervices, and 
defies the world tocontradift it. I nioft iherefoie 
refign it to better caiuills to fettle this^ dlftinaion, 
. and explain in uhjt manner villainy in Omichuncl 
and honour Inhislordfliip, can arifefrom the fame 
tranfadtions. Dut his lordfhip- is' an honourable 
man : fo are they alh; all honourable men. The 
words of Sir John Fain.-ifF fo diftinguifbed for hts 
elevated and fentimcnial conceptions of honour, 
‘ rlague upon’r, .when thieves cannot be true one 
to another. | he diman.l of Omichund was 
apparently compiled with ; arid a treaty drawn up, 
inwliich It ivas llipulaled, lhat he Mas lo reccis-e 
ine thirty asks of rupees, and the five percent, on 
and by this artifice fo svar- 
ran able ,n h,s lordlIiip;s opinibn, Omirhund was 
delurively M-iih-held from dilcovcrins the confpira'- 
cy to his fcvereign It feems this I'aitious treaiy 
''Ip?"’ ‘'’“"“n nnn on white. 
His lotdfliip who knew that this red treaty mufl 

Wedbed neru not 

tharinali ^ /\<itmral Waifon, conceU'ing alfo, 
t^hat m all men miercll would fuperfede thoffnfe of 

Wcd"bv‘r ""‘"f %n^ -d 

Mhoft ^ifear^t war? "'n'*""- 

eed in hi« fen. • when he was tmea- 

heaTrr oak -batuas 

tvith an opinio “hat aab„r“’'°'.“. 

. ‘ treaty ; 
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treaty; but abfolutely condemned itasinfaniousin 
itfclf, and dUhonoutable in him to approve or ra- 
tify. On this occafion his lordfnipfirft fays, « Mr. ■ 
Watfon refufed to fign it ; ‘ but to the beft'of. his 
remembrance, gave Lufliington who carried it, 
leave to fign it for him. That his lordflilp never 
made any fccrct of it. He thinlvs it warrantable - 
in fuch a cafe, and would do it again a hundred 
times. He had no intcrefted motive in doing it ; 
aftd did it with expectations of deceiving a rapa- 
efous man : and >ct wc Ihall foon find, chat this 
difinterefied hero rapacioully acquired, beyond 
the fum of one million by this deceit, as much as 
would more than a hundred times Tcwa’’d his fer- 
liceSjWcrcthcy all honourable; as he foconiitlent- 
ly pronounces them to have been : yet fuch is tho 
difference of opinion amongft mankind, that I 
find not many people inclined to agree with his 
lordlhip’s dllinrcreftedncfs of temper, either on 
ibis occafion or any other; more particularly, as 
in another part of his evidence he fays, “ he had 
fixed upon this time to make his fortune caf;, and 
certainly that event could not have been ivcll^ac- 
complhhcd, had Omichund difcotcrcd the con- 
lifir-c} to Serajah Donlah.” 

His lordfiiip then afierts “ he had never heard 
Mr. Watts had made a promife ro Omichund of 
money direftly nor indirectly. I beg his lordlhip's 
pardon, and defirc to differ from him on thi^ occa- 
fion ; for if he had not heard that Mr- V.'ans had 
promifed that Omichund ihould receive 
the money already mentioned, why did he plan a 
fictitious treaty, vvhich ia appearance was to give 
It to him ^ s 

His . 
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His lotdlliip then fays, that Mr. LuIWngton W! 
the perfon who figned admiral Watfon’s namCj'' 
by his lordfhlp’s order, and fubrequtnt to this he 
?dds, ■“ he did not recolledh whether Mr. Lulliing. 
ton brought back the treaty ivith Mr. Watfon's 
name. To the beftof his remembrance, Luliring. 
ton told him, that admiral Wattbn gave him leave 
to fign his name to the lidlitious treaty. He does 
not recoiled whether Mr. Watfon’s fed was put to 
tt : but believes the name and feal were put to 
they were difpatched to 
*>'5 lordlhip in another part 
of hisevidence, fays, he ihould not have declared 
that Watfon had confented to have his name put to 
thefiautoustreaty rf he had not underflood fo 
from Lunungtont but that he would have order- 
cd-his name to be put, tshether the admiral had 
confented or not. 1 he reader muft reconcile all 

that in 

ingland, the fignmg or ordering to be figned, 
proceeding 

o’uSbenefitTf"’’!,^''' 'hedaw. with- 

' pan^ Deeemh I"'" 

majerty’s fubjefts LVluHalfw hlf.bLn'; wh-fe! 

n'evertt'imTflcttions^r’l “'d 

Bnifh the carreer ? ’^’’S'rod, as he svould 

ignomfnbSra h^ vt ’ 

of forgeries and feWs T f 

■ordnrip’s example has ghJevtf eS am- 
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thority tb many inquities that no nien^ wolild dare 
to praclife in this country with impunity. 

Uut according to the evidence of Mr, Brereton, 
the admiral neither -figned nor fcaled the treaty, 
and refufed the pcopofttion of being figned by an- 
other ; for he adds, he had too great a heart, and ’ 
that before* the admiral died, .he had heard that 
his name \\ as pot to the treaty; that the fecret 
commitree had agreed to fliarc the thirty lacks, fti- 
pulatqd for Omichond among thcmfclvcs,^ and to 
exclude the admiral from his lhare, becaufc he 
had not figned the treaty, and that he thought it 
difhonourabU to deceive Omichund. 

In order w accompldh that deceit, and pacify 
Omichund, it was alfo lately requifice that Mecr 
Jaffiet Ihould fign the fidmous treaty as well as the 
real ; and th\s he wilUngly performed for the pre- 
fervation of himfelf aod finally depended on the 
concealment of that treafon in which he was then 
engaged, At the fame time he was induced to it 
by the confidetation that the real treaty was alone 
to' be obligatory on him. But it feems his lord- 
{hip and the fcledt committee were not difpofed > 
to ler the nabob, whom they had exalted, efcape 
fo eafily, when the depofing and murder of Serajalt 
Dowlah were compleady perpetrated. Omichund' 
was indeed deprived by the real treaty of that re- * 
ward, for his villan\es, which was ftipulated m the 
fictitious and to give the thirty lacks to his lord- 
flnp and his feledt committee, among whom, it 
ieemsthey were honpftly divided, as the renume- 
ration of their-honourablc fep/ices. All this plan-* 
dcr, duplicity and peffidiou{hcfs, w’as thought war- 
rgntabje.on fuch occafions. Mr. Cooke, alfo le- 

cretary 
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cretary to' the fcleft commutec in Bengal, at the 
lime of this tranfadtion, depofcs in his evidence, 
that admiral Watfon faid ** he had not fignccl the 
treaty, but left them todoasth&y plcalcd j Ihrug- 
gins? up his IhouldcTs’V * 

1 he two treatiLS, the real and fiftliious, being 
thus figned and fealed, were tranfmiited to Mr. 
Watts, u ho had been three montlis employed in 
negotiating the revolution, and thy 6nal terms of 
the agreement betvseen Mcerjaflier, and that ho- 
ned: minider being leitlcd, the "army began their 
march in a few diys, and then lays his lordflitp, 
when the army marched, Meer Ja/Tier had pro- 
miied, that he and, his Ion would join them with a 
large force at Cutwa ” 

Hut yhen they arrived there, they law no ap- 
pearance of forces to join them, but received letters 
from Meer JalT.er, that the nabob hail fufpefted 
nis dedgos, and made him fwcar on the Koran that 
re would not aft againft him, and therefore he 
could not give the promifed amdance ; but that 
when they met Scrajah Doulah in the field, he 
would then aft. ■ 

Omidnind alfo had received letters from the 
nabob scamp, that ihe affair was difcovcicd, 'and 
that ?.Icer Jalfier and the nabob were one. 

villain, this rapacious 

of them heh™e;,ga^ed"rdr f ' ‘'if 

On 



On this Inielligence, his lordOiip allow?, ' i>e 
V as much puzzled , ior he thought it t.xtremely 
' hazardou-; to pals a nxer, which is only fordable m 
one place ; march 150 miles up the country, and 
tUque a battle; when if a defeat enfoed, not one 
map would have returned to tell it. It is eafy to 
believe, he was in -a very great puzzle bn this oc~ 
cation; and indeed, he leemed not to have gotten 
clear of it at the moment of his giving this rda- 
non» Is there a man living, who Ihall read this paf- 
fage, that can imagine that the nabob and his army 
were not a hundr^ and fifty miles fro'm his lord- 
ihip ? in comphifance to fo diftinguillied a con - 
mander, I do not peremptorily pronouncS, thac 
this was not the truth and )ct, his lord/hip fays, 
they crofled the nver, marched all night in in- 
ccflanc ram, and the nabob attacked them carl) m 
the morning.' Now does it not feem fomewhat 
difficult to account how the army of the heaven- 
born general, or of the nabob, or of both together, 
could have marched fp cxpedinoiipy, as to have 
met each other in the fpace of forty -eight hours ? 
i have heard of fl}ing fquadrons, but never nil 
this time of flying armies Perhaps his lordfliip, 
who hid revolted trom his folemn dcclarai'ion, in" 
the prcfencc of God and his Sav lour, w is not a 
little puzzUdon that occafion, as^hc may be at pre- 
fint, to conceive how Meer Jaffier could pofiibly 
imagine himfelf to be bound by an oath taken on 
the koran of that tmpoftor hdahomer. "Whatever 
tni^ht have been the caoYe, no doubt can be ad- 
miucd of the truth of that wnich his lordlhip Ins 
falA concerning bis puzzlement. In this bewil- 
dered fituation he called a council of war. 

VoL III. , K 
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The qucllions he put were. « Whether thee 
niouldcrofs the river and attack Serajah-Dowkh 
with their own force alone, or wait for fuither in- 
telligence." 

Sir Eyre Coote gives in evidence, " that his lord- 
jnip, at the council of war told them, that Mon. 
tieur Law, with a body of French was within three 
.days march of joining the nabob, whofc army was 
50,000 men ; and that he called them together for 
their opinion, whether in thefe circumltances. it 
would be prudent to come to an immediate engage- 
tnent with the nabob ; or fortify themfelves t?hete 
ley were, and remain till the monfoon was over, 
and the Morattah s could be brought into the coun- 
try and join them. <« As Sir Eyre Cople does not 

mnr r P'’"'''*-'"' this occafion, I chufe 
to prefer lus evidence. ^ 

n.emb,l."‘^'’’'''i,‘-‘ that every 

thevhtd^r an attack, till 

cama^fr 0"'’“ “'“"‘S'noe, except the 
captains Coote and Granr. « But Sir Evre Coote 

S“o±' ’"O ‘welve othXsrrr“l! 

gainll coming to an engagement, and that he and 
bx more were for an itSnTediaro ffion " His lord- 

'c*"' "“^a midat 

his council of war Sovmcdfbr® 
tack of rhe nabob but that be wssTT - 

SkbrdVas'^oUoiJfed™"'’'- “tn. why thU' 
who chooL m Wh til AT ' T 'Fbr 

ine bones of men whonthc has"p„t m AIe ,^1 
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obje£t that could be rationally purfued ; an Imme-’ 
diate engagement. And yet Jiis , lorddiip was 
greatly puzzled, and agrees ivith Sir hvre Come 
that any other thing wpuld have been 'the turn of 
the Eaft-India company; neverrhelefs,' agamft 
vottd^° ' ihe heaven.born general 

is it not fltange therefore, that he values his 
difeetnment as he does in faying.. that ,f he . 
had abided by that council, it tvnuld have been 
heruinof the taft-India company?” to whom 

a r it due ? in his Jotdfliip 

and thofe who united ,n opinion with hjm, nr to 
■Sir Lyre Coote and officers who voted for an im- 
mediate engagement ? .not to his lordlhip, whofe 

hlsmeV ""/"Ted'y fueh, ,as mull h.v^e ruined 
m ''' Wrafelf deter- 

mined to give battle. Sir Eyre Coote favs in 
about an hour after the couLil brake up hts 
ordffiip informed him unatked, that iraiiith- 

ri;d!n:f,rtahi;^otd,w7is'rfl^^^^^ 

and declaret' u another opinion, 

.Sit Ei re cU°e' .te"hT''‘ '*’= '"'='ion of 

diatc cngagitnent in alwut°a'nTouttf°cr th 

cil broke up, the world min}a, i, 'tcrahe coun- 
he had bei;’ 

councii, wuh.a view heat that of o°hets°"nd 
f> coneeal his own; „t that convinced by th^ rea 

fons^ 
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Jons; which had been conveyed in the argiiments^ 
of Sir Eyre Cooie, he had military knowledge' 
fufScient to dtfeern the felf evident truth ; thatjehe' 
only thing which could preferve on the company^ 
from rum was the foie objeft that could be pur- 
fuedj but his lordfhip took twenty four hours 
mature confiderailon, to determine on this affair, 
on which an earth-born general would never have 
convened a council of war to debare, 6r have re- 
tarded a moment from carrying it 'into execution. 

On the 22 d of June, fays his lordlhip, the ar- ’ 
my croffed the river, ' marched * all' night 
amidfl inceffaht rams, until they reached ’Plafley 
grove, and early' tn the morning they were at-^ 
tacked by Seiajah Dow lah in that litoation/ As* 
the battle had already been 'given, in part by Sir 
EyreCoote, he fhould only obferve, that its being 
attended with fo little bloodfhed, arofe from two 
caufes ; fieft, the army was (heltered by fo high o' 
bank, that the heavy artillery of the enemy could 
not poffibly do them much mifehief ^ This ,a‘d- 
rantageous fituation was, however 'of, necelfity 
-taken, under the aufpiclous guidance of the night,' 
becaufe the army marched all night, and' was at- 
tacked the next morning ; thus on a former occa- 
fion, the heaven-born general was affilled by a 
fog, in this he was prcfers'cd by darknefs ; by the 
former he cfcaped through the cnemy’s’army al- 
moft undifcovercd ; by the latter' he was led to a 
flaiion in which 'he 'was fecured ,frorh their heavy 
artillery by a bank. T humbly prefume that thij 
fituation being not of'*his lordfhip’s choice,* is 
another proof of his being favoured by the place 
of his nativity ; uftd viiih what admirable propri- 

‘ ety,'- 



tty, he is dlftinguifhcd by the exalted name of 
the heaven-born general. ^ 

-As his lorddiip is plcafcd to acquicfcc with Sir 
iiyre Coote s account, I mult apply thereto, in 
order to (hew that the gencralfliip of this day, is 
not to be equalled by all the ads of other itiag- 
nammouscoramandeta; as it is demondratlrcK to' 
be evinced by the records of all thefe illullri- 
ous Writers, svho have ttanlmittcd their atchleve- 
ments to poflerity. 

_ The defcription of this battle unhappily is not ' 
m the reports : this omiffioii I imagmr, could. 

fome that 

r* committee invidious of that ' 
excrnplaty arid fupetior (kill in war which his 

h0f?To «can, in. Ignobly • 

wot d in';" ‘I “'''"it’tll.n of the 

u°n ral nowr" ^ the heaven-borp 

glorious tranfaaions'''of '^“"'teahng the 

bloody field • line, r ' fought and. 

that day,' his lord(bi*"^I ' '' ‘ "'^'''l^ bpnours.of . 
title, of Baron of^Maffey!' “ 

dercripdonofA«^or‘’'‘'''n'"°'’ 'he'follovlng ' 
in the minutes of il^ f"i°a publillied . 

the morning =•' *■'?% Grove’in'; 

“ naboos army appeared at the 

diflance 
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diftance of five miles, marching round us to^ 
wards the 'fighr, with a numerous train of artil-, 
Jery : rbe cannon being mounted on bundles of 
bamboos tied together, 'and each piece drawn by 
twenty or thirty pairs of oxen j wfiile^the troops, 
elephants, and camels richly cloathcd, cafilcd and 
caparifoned, appeared through the train ) fo that 
the fight, to an undefccrning mind, really feemed 
formidable. At the fame time, every circum- 
fiance to a judicious underftanding, proved their 
weaknefs. / * 

Ac fix'in the morning, the cannonading began 
onboth fides. Our army was then ordered into a 
line of battle before the grovt. ^ We remained in 
that pofition mouonIers,‘,and expofed to the ene- 
my’s fire till eleven. When having loft a few men, 
lord Clive retired i to PlafTey houfe, and ordered 
the troops to follow under cover of the wood. In 
the mUft of this confufion and uncertainty, the 
colonel called a council of war. But when the ^ 
ofilcers arrived at the houfe appointed, he had no- ^ 
thing to propofe. ' In this place, 1 cannot bvit.re- ^ 
mirk, with what immenfe judgment the, general 
kept his army motionlcfs, and expofed to the ! 
enemy’s fire for five whole hours, in order to afeer- 
lain, by that experiment, whether their valour 
was ‘as paflive aS he knew it' v/as aftlve. I 
am apt to co-incide with the evidence of Sir Eyre 
Cootc, in this particular of his lordlbip’ having no- 
thing 'to‘ propofe. For it plainly appears, from 
hU relation 'of what. palTcdin ih{i former council 
of war, compared wuh what Sir Eyre fays, and 
from what vs conftffcd by fny lord himfelf, that 
he was ina great pu22leat that iimel , And -this 

t -• ♦ ' 1 . 
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is undoubtedly an ample apology for the defeftirc* 
nefs of his memoty, on this memorable occafion. 
In the middle, of his perplexity ; he has undc- 
Jignedly, tobefure, forgotten all that .Sir Ejrs 
Coote remembers and relates, and which does 
him fuch fignal honour as a military commander. 
-In this fituation, when his lordfhip had nothing 
^to propofe in council. What do you conceive was 
then donCj by the officers whom he had called to- 
gether to confulc upon nothing all ? Why really, 
they feperated, and each returned to* the place 
from whence he came. 


f 1^^^^ lordlhip however, who feems ambitioxJs to 
follow the precedents of princes, immediately re- 
folvcs to imitate that of prince Prettyman in the 
rcltearlal. For being ;nuch fatigued both in body 
and mind, he is fo furprifed with lleep he'eannot 
fpeaka word. For Sir Eyre Coote, an eye wit* 
Jiels, anures us, the genera! lay down to take a 
little reft. This I am bold to affert, is the firft 
inftance of all the heroic deeds of war and chival- 
that ever a general vyent to bed in the twiddle 
ment confufion of an engage- 

^ can recollea, not one of the Roman 
fa rofn w' "'n ‘'“Pcc-ne tranqiiihtv. 

?n ° '*'= of a battle,. or 

nmnL T^r »"'J'">havc nothing to 

the Afmin '■[uftnous aSs were refen-ed for 
■ inftmrf n produced. No 

of the ancient 

attai^meit t'cehed the fublime 

vcrvrddln lf‘Tf“®"l ’’■"’fo'f to , deep in the 
\crymYddleof fuchconfiifion; and it is irapoffi- 

ble 
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^lehe can merit to be named in compartfon ^vith 
tny lord, in. tKcexaked\iwQfti fieeping general. 

. t'or in tbofc remote 'days, drums, guns an‘d can- 
non were unknown. To have flept therefore in 
the middle 'of fuch a paltry confofion, as could 
have anfcn without thefc mftrumcnts of var, can 
include no more genids or heroifin, than taking a 
hap next door to a brazier's (hop. Whereas, his 
lordlhip mod tranquilly refigned himfelfto the em- 
braces of fleep in the kniddlc of the drumming, 
'bring, and cannonading of both armies. 

' This I humbly believe an inftance of fuchma^nant- 
mity, as is not to be parallelled in paft tranfadions, 
nor to be expeded in future. Sir EyreCoo^c con- 
tinue', In the mean “while, foine of our can- 
non balls having killed the ‘elephant on which 
Scrajah Dowlah’s head general, Mecr Modur rodtj 
this ofiicer y as killed by the fall of the animal, 
and.we hiving killed’ and wounded many of the 
oxen who drew the artillery, thc^reft v« ere thsre- 
' by impeded ; fo that the enemy’s army, from both 
accidents, v,rere thrown in the greatelt confuiion. 
We are noV happy in being able to (hew the fupc- 
rlonty of his lordfiup’s military fuccefs to that of 
an officer, who is of no renown in modern 
hiflory. 

The glrcat perfonage I mean, is the celebrated 
’Vna'jor Siurgeon. That renowned warrior In his 
attackon the gibbet of Onflow Heath, had the mis- 
"fortuac to be'engaged and defeated by a drove of 
oxen. His brdffiip had the glory to defeat not 
only the oxen, bur one etephant alfo : which 
elejihant flew the chief general of that army, and 
thereby it defeated the enemy. And yet to do 

VoL, III. ' L ^ the 
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the imjor juftice, the difafter of tl,at ill fateddaj' 
at Onflow, may be aferibed to his not being alleep 
at that lime ; as he probably never had heard that 
mail engagements with oxen, jn order to obtain a 
complete victory, it is indlfpsnfably requifits that 
the commander in chief be taft afleep, as his lord* 
Hiip y as at the amazing battle of Plafley. 

Sir Eyre Coote continues, ** from thence they . 
began to retreat, which was fllll more difficolr, 
from the death of the laid oxerj, and the unwieldy^ 
carriages, or rather confrivani.es, on which the 
cannon were placed. Had his lordlliip been maf-. 
ter of ihe^ butcher’s company, and his army con* 
filled entirely of gentlemen of the fame, trade, it 
IS fcarce credible they could have proved more fa- 
tal to the oxen : « In the mean while it was ob» 
lervcd, that fome troops who had occupied a rifing 
ground ‘f' the front, were retreating; and that's 
lew french Europeans who had taken pofleflionof 
fnli" -kkcwife going off. Major Kilpa- 

1 of captain Grant, immediate- 

"nd feizeupen 

th- hiffi ^ danger being over, and 

l Mr-Mama,tv,.sror.t 

S"ld andf inftantly returned to the 

<rickfor off" - "> Kilpn. 

Wsorders" '5? “I® I'e "as afleep without 
It never ‘'''"S 

Rive orders in his 

every aJvinrapcfn H it his duty to rake , 

very advantage to defeat :hc enemy, and preferve 

them- 
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tbimfilrcs, clurmg the fweet of the com/ 

r m chief: This u ftems \t^^adert;d byC 
his lord 'nip as a breach of mUUary‘'e^4i-bvu the,- 
Kiqjor hid better luck than Sir Roberr^^tchtr : 
he was neither tried nor diftnitied the fervice by a 
conrc-mirtial *, as it happened to the latter, from 
Iteeping the common toldiers from a mutiny, and 
thereby the general from being put to death. 

However the battle being won his lordfhip 
perceiving the fituation of the enemy, ordered cap- 
tain Coote immediately to inarch into the intrench- 
ments, which he entered without much oppofition. 
The rout in the nabob’s army was now become 
general, e'tcepcins; a large body of horfe, which 
was coming fecmingly to furround us, in a regu- 
lar formidable manner. The artillery were turn- 
ed Againft them, which difpetfed fome and ftopt 
the reft. But after ftvcral fignaU and mefTages, 
this proved to be Mccr Jaffier, who was infaft 
commg to join us.” And thus the general, who 
hid been afleep whilft his foes were killing, was 
determined to m.ike ample amends when he was a- 
v.'ake, by his activity m firing upon his confede- 
' rates." ** In this memorable battle,” continues Sir 
Eyre Coote, “ we had the misfortune to loie three 
Europeans, and twenty-fix feapoys killed j and 
five Europtans and forty feajjoys wounded : be- 
fides oxen .ind dspbants, the enemy muib hav'C 
loft above t \"0 hundred fouls.” 'fhus ended the - 
famous battleof Plafijy, in which the hair-breadch 
■ Tcapas and imminent points of danger, the im- 
menfeexhibiiion, and fomniferous prowefs obtain- 
ed for this triumphant heroj the honourable tiile 
bf la tncf PIsiEy. And in this place wecannct 
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butrcnwrl viih aftoniflinitDt, what a fingular fa- 
voun e of heaven this confpicuous general mufl 
oe Near Calcutta, he and his army were almofl 
miraLuloufly preferred by a tog, « hich the trafctte 
denominated a viSorv In the night at blaffcy- 
icrove, he «as accommodated with the moft ad- 
vantageous fituation, which defended his trcops ' 
tr£)m,lhc fire of the enemy's artillery , and in Ins 
llccp he was not onlyfecurtd from danger, butsvas 

B fcll h ""r ' l>“pi ''b=n lort| 

rnd”^e,nf"° y the heroic deeds 

were performed b) the means of ibes and njehr 

an army 

nfm”°rta„ T”’ ^“tces confining of 

together with rh ^titopeans, and 2000 leapoys, 
togetner wtth the attomnimg art of fallm/ ill 

on“V"pe‘ filT;"!-' =■ ' -htt ^ "Tl/ 0 

‘-“V/ P'tfift tn faymg, •' Th.s nation doth not 


Polfcfs a Beoenl j! ' t’tion doth not 
ihtef." ® bt commander in 


has piinted^'s'lord°rnmTh'^t*i"^°"j’' pamter, who 
JO order to adorn his^ tittles and atchtevemenls, 
deliver them tiuh P"'"" ^Icniont, and ,0 
ravtlhed eres o hw"°'"'“S dot „ to the 

homble Stffion !l,M"‘’"'"S,rt'cceirors, wtth 

hate imitated the celeh^ “"."''“bed artifts might 
-ho tn dehneln “',t“ft^P=t"ter T,,,,mhe%, 
havmg cxhaulled L poivcrror JSPbtgcnit, 
■n the countenances oUhofe '=tptcffing grief,' 
who were prefent rnnr>a.a.T and relations 


who were prefent relations 

"itmnon m^rs dIapery ^8=- 


thcfc he meant to 
iignrfy 
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tl^e father’s afTcdlion bcin^ mex-_ 
preflible, he took this method of conveying the 
cxcefs of it to the fpecftators. ‘ According to this 
idea, he would have entirely covered the battle of 
Calcutta, .with the reprefentation of that' fog,- 
which' fo propitioufly protefted’ my lord and all 
his hdft from the Nabob’s forces ; it being other* 
wife impolEble to do> jqftic? to the general,' and* 
the glory of that tincquajled day; at the fame time 
it would have plainly pronounced in how eminent 
a degree the general was favoured by the place of 
his nativity. This method of delineating that 
battle, would have faved him a v;orld of fkudy in 
compofition, drawing and colouring; and then he 
might have wrote under it, this is the battle of- 
Caicuita : The motto to this conqueft at Calcutta, 
might have been inferibed, Vfdit vWeriam vehula. 
As to that of PlalTcy, it -has been already allego- 
rically deiigned, with moft admirable propriety 
W happmefs of invention, near the fccnc of 
h&ibn, on a nail in PhfTey houfe. dn this fub- 
lime defjgn, the heaven-born general was repre- 
fented faft afleep on his back, in his Pallanquin; 
•whli his' mouth »wide open ; and -fortune in that 
pofture, in ^wiuch'the niceft and moft exalted la- 
dies, muft on fomc occafion, condefeend to place 
therofelves, was., beneficently dropping into the 
mouth of her diftinguiflied favourite ; from that 
part to which fame applies her poftcrior trumpet, 
riches, title*!, riljbands, and honours. 

We muft return, to the ghaftly field of battle, 
deeply enianguincd wfth the blood of oxen : Se- 
xajahDowUh, deferred Mecr JafSer and his 
porfe, and findiirg’ as hi? lordfhlp tells us, as a 
' feigned 
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feigned reafon for fo few being tlain that hit 
, array did not do their duty, and that no confidence 
Has to be placed in them, flew to the city, (and for 
the&kcof expedition on an elephant) evhichhe 
reached that night, thirty miles from the field of 
battle: The troops putfued the routed army 
about nine 'milesj and in the eveninti, Meet 
Jaffier fent him word, that he and rrnnv more of 
the great officers, anda very confiderablepartof the 
armjs were in expeaation of his orders : “ His 
Jordihip fent his trufty Watts and Scrafton to 
wait upon him ’’ Meer Jaffier came the next 
morning accompanied with his fon, 'made many 
apologies to him for the non-performance of his 
ngteementmjomhim, and faid his fate svas in 

Jhat the Englifh trould moll religioufly perform 
»P«fu= Sirrah Doss- 
w?.h™eEngfemy' follow 

bow mfc-"’ I’® convinced 

The urefenc /“"eluded and fssorn to in 

/ ""'P''"’ W'". to a revolt, 

!ifh ho had "T'®"’ f'^tltcaliyofthe Eng- 
atricir whth " "ft tefraaed one 

Mm either to E.rp-a'‘'of ’ f ™F"mWc 
confidence in ilS.' n P t""t° 

Jordihip. ^ ’’"'"’"t ""d religion’ of his 

arrived at MuMdTOd’'had*"”’’^ Itis lordfhip, being 

with which his palace was 'mafere, 

5 palace was filled, employed him- 

felf 
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felf in larifliing it among the troops, to engage 
them to ano-her battle* but to no purpofe , for bo 
could not purchafe their confidence 

About ts\cWe at mghc, the fatal news uas 
brought him, that Meer Jaflxer ^vas arrived In the 
cityrdoftlv folloued by the Enghlb arm^ ? Be- 
-trayed by his allies, rebelled agamft by his itib- 
jedt«, and deferred oy lus troops, this unhappy 
prince uas at length reduced to fice from his capi- 
tal, and fingly feek an afylum for life alone. 

The Englilli army being encamped, his lord- 
ihip fent McITrs Watts and Wallh to congratulate 
Meer Jafficron his fuccefi, who had done nothing 
at all, and know the time when he Ihould enter 
the city In confequence of this, the day was 
fixed, and he entered that city, at the head of two 
hundred Europeans and fi'c hundred feapoys. 

In regard to the fate ofSerajah, his lordlhip 
faid, He had been informed, that he fled, and 
took fb“lter xn a Faakicr’s houfe, whofe nofe and 
ears he had cut off upon a former occafion Ihac 
there was a brother of Meer Jafiier at Rafam’ere fa 
fmall diftance from the place where he iook*a re- 
fuge) thac tins Faakier fent Immediate notice to 
him, that he hadScrajah Dowlahin his houfe, and 
he fliould keep him till he could fend lum that 
the nabob’s brother immediately fet out with a 
few attendants, and feized him , and that he was 
brought from thence to the city, and immediately 
put to death by Mecrham, Meer Jiffiers fon , it 
IS favd, Without the father’s knowledge , that lus 
lordihip knew nothing of it, nil the next daj, 
when the nabob made him acquainted with ir, and 
* apologt- 
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Spologlfcd for h!s corduft, byfajing, tint lie y 
raifed a mutiny among his troops. ' And this nti 
ail his lordihip knew of the matter.” That is all 
that he chofc to reveal concerning this detellable 
deed. 

The reports from' the feleft and fecret commit- 
tee. appointed. by the .houfc of commons, will- 
^ throw a new light lipon divers tranfadtions of his 

Jordlhip and other fervants of the company, iihicll 
tie natter durfclves to exhibit to the geneial fatis- 
Jaetion of our readers. • 

r • of the following letter, feht by 

ins highnefs the nabob to the company. March 
'773* Will Ihbw what opinion the princes 
(or e. of 'l>e rulers of their fac- 

eoy.mmm!’."' “f- 

litr&fi, '^mpof the Hate; 

toriousln^' "’“goanlmous prince, vlc- 

nXhVStie';''' “f Areoi 

of ^e 'nniied"””''^'’'' for aBalrs 

Honourable. 

which I Md'the'ha^pfn'ersof''' 

governor and conned of Fort St'r" 
of Oaober lift 1 V n' f^^orge. the afith 

’ there 
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there are filll many things neccfiary to be explain^ 
ed to you, I have thought proper to, trouble you 
^virh this loiter ; this 1 meant to have fent by the 
the laftfhip, but I was^made fo unhappy by the 
dh ifions and difagreements between your fervants, 
uhom I could have wilhed to reconcile, as fuch 
quarrels among the members your government 
afftft my intereft nearly as well as your’s ^ there- 
Jfore I wifli for a more fortunate liour to tranfmic' 
my bell: wilhcs to my friends i'and although my 
endeavours to bring about a reconciliation -was 
without cRcft \ as t now have the fausfaflioa 
to iniruft my letter to colonel Archibald Campbell, 
who is a man of honour and miegrlty ; ,1 look up- 
on it as a happy omen and a fore-runner of good 
fortune. i. . ' , 


It makes me extremely happy _ihat you are 
plcifcd with my declarations of firm fricndlhlp, 
and that the tiftlmonics which I have given you 
of my invariable attachment to your interefts are 
fjtlsfjdlory. The confidence you have in my good 
faith and honourable principles gives me the great- 
eft joy, and your attachment which you exprefs 
for my perfon, family and government, of which 
your orders to continue the renting of the jaghier 
to me, and your ready acquieicing in my holding 
the uninterrupted adoimifiration of jufiicc within 
my diftridh, ‘are evident proofs ; thefc makes me 
fo happy that I want words fo exprels to you, how 
much I find my friendlhip increafe to the com- 
pany* 

- ^hefe afts of klndnefs and demonfirati- 
ons of friendfliip, I can fee the hand-wntingof 
my friends niih whom I have been fo intimately 
Vol III. M cpnncfted 
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conncdted for tliefe thirty years, and wliofe inter- 
ells are fo blended with mine, that there can be no 
difference between us: how different,, hou greatly 
different are thefe teftimonies of your regard, 
and the conduct of the fervants, through whofc 
hands the company’s affairs have paffed to me for 
ihelefe^veral years paQ . of thefe you muft n6 
doubt be acquainted from the writings which have 
been lent to pu, particularly by the fhip of daft 
year. Thefe have made me very unhappy, and 
as i am confcious of the warmell friendthip for 
the company, it hurts me to the laff Htgree to 
in c that your fervanis fliould, unknown to me, , 
endeavour to give you unfavourable ideas of my 
attachment to you j I therefore refolved to write 
to your governor and council, requiring to know 
*^i^ey have, 

Xwh'') tht Vilhin/of thofi: 

lo^L, endeavoured 

hetanfwer w^\''rr -X'* but in 

S JeTolt otnrf .S' 

nK 4s ffilv n to S' ?‘^'bment wl.ich 1 have 
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It was not a regard lo your intereft, "which was 
the foie caufe in beginning "the war with the 
Irizan in 1765, and wivh-tleyder afterwards. It 
was not iot your intcieft,that the Myfirian war 
was conducted \n fuch a Oiameful'inanuer^ which 
the whole hTltory of that period evinces ; The 
peace of 1767, had not yowr interefl as the only 
motiye of its being concluded, that never could 
be for your intcrelk to enier into fuch ftrrct con- 
nedVions with Heyder Ally, and to bid open de- 
.fiance to fo great and fo powerful 'a-natlon as'the 
Marattas, who fougnt your fnendlhip, and .who 
courted your alliance; nor could ic be for jour into- 
reftthat jour fervants endeavoured to mlfreprefent 
me toyoujor to perfuadeyou,totakc thereming of the 
Company’sjaghireUndsfromme: IfaUthtfcthingsare 
agamrt the real intcrtft. of the company, they are 
tea thoufand tim^s more agVmft'mine, and agalnft 
the profperity of my country and ’the happinefs 
of my people} for your intcrcft and mine are the 
fame ; what were they owing to then ? to the pri- 
vate views of a few individuals, who have en- 
riched thcmfclves at the cxpcnce of your influence 
and of my country 5 for your fervants have no 
trade in this country, neither do you pay' them 
high wages; yet in a few years they return to 
England with many lacTcs of pagodes; how can 
you or 1 account tor fuch immenfe fortunes ac- 
quired in fo (Iiort a time, without any viSye 
means of getting them? I hmled at thefe matters 
in one of my former letters^ which may in a great 
xneafurc ferve to account for my reprefentation 
P^iinft fome of jqur fervants, and why fome of 
* . , . " them 
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them have written fo unfavourably ar-ainft mt 
you fliall be judge btt»een us ^ ° “i 

I agree uirh you that a fpeedy neulralitv, if it 
can be preferved, is certainly the fured nay to 
perpetuate peace . but if my thing faid or wrutrn 
toyoufrom ihcnn, have induced vou to believe 

ma inrL”'!^ ‘ dif.nclmed to 
maintain ir, you are deceived, and you are iiti- 

,Ms n.T^''rh'’^ =-tful.nnnuationLf otherr, 

nearly for the tranquility which my country has 

bours^'^Burf f "ty notgh 

uer r^e f frequently recemnvended pro- 

per meafures to ^our icrvanr« r l 
diflated tn tr,» C i* and lech as were 

always rereftffd policy, and they hare 

my idvice ^ rrfufed to follo^r 

Utvllt all j^lr “hre?pre"r°d” 

gal, Madrafs and Bombay 

niay think proper to eltabl.nf “ ^ ““"a”' 5“^ 

wpon my allianc- mrl may depend 

Ihould f^ arXewoi ,7 «“"'ry . i„d 'you 

^Meal, as to b^e able governments m 

four^ of ihit kincrri innmenfe re 

management might eafiK^be'd"^ 

might command the refn^fl- r 

m India, you could greatefl: power 

Hons of their Krowmty"*^" apprehen 

^cembmee^r.riS"?---' >DU might 
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'yvould hasre k in your ^wer to check the 
progrefs of any power mjnaia when you pleafed. 

This great power with \Vhom your interefts na 
well as mine, are naturally connefted is the 
IMarrattas, and from* whom great ad\anc^ge§ 
might be bad, if the ^management of fuch^ a ne- 
gociation were in proper hands, the Mahratta$ 
Xinited in firm friepdfliip with the Cnglifh and the 
Carnatic, no force, either European or Indian, 
iCQuld (hake ''government la Hindoftan. But you 
rnuft have men of mtegnty to be your rulers, and 
the tovnmandets of yowt atnwes, of good hcads^ 
and with honed hearts, who will not be led from 
theirfideht} and duty, by tHeiemptatiOn of wealth 
and m the fearcK of the’aC^oilmon of riches . 
W who M ill fteadily adhere to the real intered? 
jof the compiny. I fhall then have occafion to 
afL nothing, for if your affairs arc well managed, 
mine mult profper. ’ ^ 

The war with the rajah of Tanjour, does not 
feem fo well underftodd m England, for ^had ,t 
been permitted to have Cent only the Citcar troops, 
undcrcaptain Matthews, mm the Tanjour country 
in the month of February, 1771, w hen he was 
unprepared and unprovided with arms, ammuni- 
tion, proMfion, and engineers , all which he re- 
* ceived afterwards The rajal\ might have been 
brought to I reafop with little expence to me, and 
almod without the lofs of a man to the company. 
1 Knew nothing of the negotiations between the 
rajah of Tanjour, and your prefident^ norofivhat 
nature they might be , but I Know that the delay 
of near eight months put it m the rajah's power to 
prepare himfclf in fuch a manner fOr his defence, 

while 
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^vhile your army lay inaftive, that it has cofl mg 
an immenfe fum ot money, and many lives, both 
to me, and to the company, and at Jatl from one 
caufe or other, which it ivooid not be eafy* to ex- 
plain, a peculiar accommodation uas agreed to in 
the room, of great advantages, both to the com- 
pany, and td me_, as I mentioned in my letter to 
your governor, of the i&th' of Sjprembtr, lyyr. 
Your late governor, and others, can bell account 
for thefenegociations, and the caufes of fuch de- 
lays. At Ihis day, the rajah, by the olfpofitions 
he is making, feems determined to take advantage 
of the firft opportunity to ratfe troubles in the Car- 
ratic, \%hkhin cafe* of a war, particularly with 
the trench, may/rom the^iciniiy of Pondicherry, 
be very prejudicial to jour intereft, and to 
mine. 


Thejaghecr lands in my poflelnoa, yield you 9 
greater revenue than any one clfc could afford to 
renters mult maintiin ihcmfelves ont 
of their revenues, befides the high prefents uhich' 
they muff give to yoOr fervants and the high in-^ 
lercff ,h:y are .jbl.ged to pay for money to anfotr 
the feieral kills for tributes) whilfl I defray all 
thefe extraordinary expenccs out of the revenues 
'tariily alloir, 1 
L'r’r? !! “f the country 

beW fo ‘ My rcafon for 

W uri?„r"r“^“o'’"r '>>«contmu/d to me. are 
W present the difturbances that would certainly 
happen between my fubjeas i-i ihofe diftt.as un- 
ier ray own direaion, and thofe in the iaEheit 

ftftori.f t“ d*"' 'vater-courfes/maiiu- 

taftorus, and other matters ; and to prevent.-. 

Others 
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6t^ers from cftablifiimg an intereft among youtf 
fervants, which might bs attended uith fatal con- 
fequenecs to that harmony which fo, happily fub- 
fills biitween you and me.* ^ 

The fame rcafons induced me to apply frequenN 
ly to your Ute prefident, requelting to have the 
renting of the Nigampatam circar, becaufe the 
lands of that circar are fo intermixed with 'mind, 
that difpuies conftantly happen between the fub- 
jefts of thetw'o governments, and which it is im- 
polTible to prevent : this is greatly to the preju- 
dice both ot your intereft and mine. 1 therefore 
propoled to give ten per cent, more than any^ one 
clfe fhould oRcr for thefe lands, but my full was 
rejected I added, the company would do me a 
great favour by fuch a mark of friendlliip, yet I 
was refufed, and told that the company was dif- 
pleafed with me. 1 think, as it could not be for 
your interefts, yop would not have refufed me fucb 
a reafonlble indulgence : I now apply to yout- 
fclves ; confider this matter well, and do me the 
Kindnefs, through friendfliip, to fend me a favoura- 
ble anfwcr. The company’s fmall farms are no 
doubt let fo cheap, chat the renters might pay 
their rents regularly and get rich ; and alfo all the 
amulders (or coUtdlors of the revenue; who had 
formerly rented thofe lands under the company’s 
/ervants, 1 before they were granted as jaghier ; 
yet whence happens it, that all thofe people Who 
have rented lands of the company, have been 
pi this there arc manyproois ; and bad 
paid n6ar two lacks of pagodas to redeem 
'^operty abColutely putchaied from ihS renters of 
thejagluer by your fervanis, all thefe people had 

been 
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tin! rti'!??- °^™P‘'P''‘"g your revtnuei by let. 
mlln^llrr’° 1 '°'^"' '■^'0’ ore only 

S «e‘ the "nr ° 5'’^'^''“ r'ron&aions 

wdTkno „„ X "Ot be 6 

"Would nrnbnht tfron much more 

■would probably go to the formimr of feoarate In- 

niHlftmei'u'hh ‘hot all 

•Sundatr ter^ 

Iiad fortJiPv ‘-•ompany I never 

the moft fr.eLt f expreffed ihemfelves m 
can he rtroncerrh to me ; and no friendihip 

^rill'then fed uudt maoTVr' 
vp«"rugpr{>,;%-^^^^ 

plcafure they fhould do if it be your 

and people do not fuftr 

therefore I mention fK^r’ ^ 7°^^^ friend, 

tend to the Sdefcf ‘.y™ '’““‘M 

country. You know m mterefts in that' 

JO lacks of pamdas viJ already about the 
mand • I Hiall not therc^ ^ Myfore de- 

fty :my thing mo e on 7^ r* J^^°"Sh findlhip, 

part, and I hope, br.he n '’■'!?• ' have paS 
lime of peace J„d ■rauamb^''“^“‘''= ^nd. <" 
whole m the time I have illi’ I i’‘‘^’’^rgn the 
quaint you, that I have dtfe ?Ws ‘ ‘“'c' 

® tnis out of pure 
' favour 
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favour ani friendfhip -for the company, ihar 1 
might convince them my fricodlhip is invariable, 
notwithftandmg the endeavours and reptcfemations 
of my enemies. , 

God forbid I fhould ever diftruft the company a 
honour, nor did I ever wilh to invaUd?ite any 
agreement made with the company ; but it is the 
cuftom of every durbar, to get difcharges regu- 
Urly every year for all the former debts to th6 
day of payment ; thU was my rcafon of requeft^ 
ing^a dvKharge; and If I owe the company 
nothing, furely thclc honour cannot fuffer by 
my afking, nor by them granting me, a difcharge j 
but my debts formerly have accumulated in fuch a 
manner as 1 could not underftand : The difehar^ 
therefore of my friends, would have been a tefti- 
itiony to my poUericy, that I had fully anfwercd 
all demands on me by the company and whea 
the My fore >money fhall be paid, is it not'tecoti« 
clleable to your cuftom to grant a difcharge ? oi 
even to do fo now with that exception ? iris with 
your fervants I tran(a£t fuch^bufinefs here, not 
with the company ; think of this matter well, and 
give me a favourable anfwer. , 

Although I pay the expences of feven batta- 
lions of feapoys, who arc under the company's 
orders, they never arc fuffered to be of the 
fmalleft ufe to me , yet I have willingly agreed to 
keep m them my pay to oblige the company, m 
hopes they will give fuch inftruftions to their fer* 
vants, as to m^vc them fecviccablc to the circar, 
and that I m-xy have a right to advifc their defti* 
nation.* Should a war happen in the Carnatic,' 
which God forbid, not only three'' battalions of 
VoL, III, N feapoys 
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ftapo)*; fhill be joined to the company, .but my 
intcrell is to alhlt them with the whole force of my 
country Were your forcci properly employed, 
you have enough, when joined svith mine, to make 
your name rtfpcftable in India ; but if, after all 
that I pay to the company my open and avowed' 
knemy is _to be encouraged, and thofe who arc 
svilling to b'e rny friends Hull be brought to threat- 
en, the Carnitic with an hoftilc invafion on ac- 
count of thefe impohiical connedtions of your fer- 
vants : How do you .think I am able to^payfo 
nmch money for mamtalring troops to defenti my 
counirv', and yet tn the day of danger I llull be 
obliged to purohafea peace, and to remoVe armies 
from my.frnntiers by ether means 1 refer y ou to 
ihc tranfaftons^of Jallyc.ir for an, explanation of 
ibis. ,|I have already^givcn my anfwerto your go* 
vernorand council on the fub|cft, and which they 
have, -no doubt, fenttoyou for jour jnfofmarion.j 
l.am bvltahle to judge of the force w hich my 
venues can maintain m this couniryj and what are 
necelTaryjfoy its defence j you will forgive me, if I 
take liberty lo judge m this for'myfclf, I have 
man) rcafons for it ; you cannot, be acquainted 
with tlie immenfe fums of money 1 have bse'^n ob-' 
X ^>’ treafury has beeh- 

exhaufted. W ere luch regulations made as prd-' 
dence and ^ufdom would direft, and were the 
r^r,?.r'.i properly ftauoned and ar- 

rn lo gtvc ample fecunty .t 

" occurrences, both to jour polieffi- 
fidc ‘o ''•'O™ 1 con con- 

■1 "‘llfrut the.rvle„s ro jour real .n- 

tcrens and nuqe. and 1 n,all at all times be ready 
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todo c\cry thjrg whit-h flail app"ar proper and 
right for ihe mutual adval la^e of thwcompinv, 
and of the Carnatic | 

1 have rcpielented ibc atiair of juflicc to jour 
ferv ants here , but notwithlhnding jour ordu'^, 

I hz\e ft ill been put to incon\cniencicS on this ac- 
count , fo muclifb, that onL of my immediate ler- 
\tnts has been arrefted at the gate ot mj durbaf 
bv jour fiierifPs officer, for i Juppoft I debt to a 
I rcnclunan, which this fubjtft of Trarce avovied- 
Ij dtchrcs was conirufled on account of the col- 
kifticm of m/ revrnues, whilft mj couo'^rywas m 
the liin Is of our mctuil tnerrj , lliould rry friends 
in this manner aflifb mj encmi s igimft me ? Was 
not the lofs I fuft^incdbj the warenouah ^ Muft 
I, even now, hite thcluppv diys of p"ace loter- 
lupitd bv ^exauous fuus ptofttutpd b/my ene- 
mies in jour courts of jjfticc ^ Arc thefe the proof# 
offricnulbip^ I cannot urderftjrd this , but i I ive 
maJt a treaty with Mr Law, dated the aflh of 
March 17^, by whith m all luch caft,» as any of 
nij fubjedts give caufeot comphinlto any fubjtjdls 
of France, the appeJ is to be made to mj juftice ' 
What then have the mayor’s court to do with luch 
buflnefs ? let jour people enjoy the full freedom* 
of their own laws , and Ft my fubjefts be judged 
by the cultoms of my country If J, or any of my 
people have caul- of complaint ngavnft any of the 
fubjecls of Lnglind, I will apply to your gov cm- 
ment for redrels l)ircft jour fervants to mnUc 
thtvT applicniion to me m ibe fame circumftinccs 
witn refpett to m/ p opl«, and I will do them 
j iftice , then I can remain among rpy friends w iih*' 
fsrj-jty, and without receiving frtlh affronts tO 

luy 
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4ny dignity every day. , You arc my friends, and 
J have always irufted to you, do me the favour to 
regulate thefe affairs irt ^ better manner that my 
mind may be at cafe. . i ^ 

My ftapoys and your’s have frequently been 
^ployed on the fame fcrvice, they have often 
inarcd coriimop fatigues and common dangers, 
yet from the evil difpofition of feme, difputcl 
have arifen between the troops of the ciicar and of 
the company about the rank of officers. Confider 
this matter well, and give fucji diredtions' as may 
fettle iuch Ijufinefs, that the common fervice may 
po^uffer by the like differences for the future. 

You may depend on the firmnefs of my attach- 
ment to you, while the fun and moon endures j 
may the providence of God give you prolpenty ; 

1 ^ ^ ilorni that had been a 

long while gathering on his lordffiip’s .head, no;v 
threatened no lefs than the ruin of his ill-gotten 
fortune and reputation.. He endeavoured topre- 
ven: the popular clamour and to flop the torrent 
- pompous enumeration of his emi- 

into all the 

hehaHJiI The writerswhom 

thearts of fophiftry to make 
wherein^ho ^ lordfhip’s conduit in that period, 
rbout bv I in Bengal had been brought 

LTd him hiscreaturec. They 

}irre,L'rn7d'':;ETW’“- 

the court ofdireaors^ftMtrf'h^”’ 

ama- 
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amazing fljiU in the military profeffion, they ob- 
tamed for him his majefty's commiHiort of lieute- 
nant-colonei, and appointed him deputy governor 
of Fort St. Davidj and to luccetd to the govern- 
ment of Madras, and that before he went to his 
government, they foUclted him to undertake an 
expedvtion of great importance ; the intent of 
ivhkh was to join the Marattas at Bombay, and 
jin conjunftton with them to attack the French in 
the fubah of Decan ; for which he carried out three 
companies of the king’s artillery, and four hundred 
of the king's troops. That when he arrived at 
Bombay, in beginning of the year 1756, a truce 
between the two nations, having prevented him to, 
aft ofienfwcly againft the French, his warlike fpi- 
tit fuggefted that th<-fc troops (hould not He idle, 
and that his lordlhip hid the plan of taking the 
flrong fort of Gurrah, poflefied by a piratical 
prince, who upon all occalions had very much dif- 
lErelTed the company. That although lie com- 
jnanded the land forces in this fuccehful enter- 
prize, by virtue of his rank ; he fbnred only the 
prize-money amounting to 150,000!. as a captain 
of a man of war. That Admiral \Vai 5 on thought 
his caie fo hard, that he very penerqurty offered 
to make his fhare ec^ual to Sir GcQfge Pocock*s ^ 
that fais lordfhip thought himfelf as much obliged 
to him for the offer, as if he had accepted it, but 
that he generoufly declined it. That in his depu- 
ty government of St. David, be gave univ'erfal fa- 
tisfafiion to the company and the natives. That 
hen he was tailed from thence to Madrafs, on the 
news of (he capture of Calcutta, it was long deba- 
sed in council uliat force (hoqld be fent to retake 
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ir, nnd uho fhould command that expedition, 
that It was decided in his favour, andthewilhof 
every ofhi,er that he fliould go upon that exp di 
tion The) further added, that his lordlliip was 
fent from Madras with a power independent cf 
the governor and council of Calcutta that hs com- 
mand.d in Bengal both as the King and the com- 
pany’s ofRi.cr , that the governor and council cf 
Madras looked at that period, on the government 
of Bengal as annihilated, v hich v\ as rcviv ed b\ the 
fuLcefs of his army Witlfi additional fplendor and 
dominion. They obfervetl, that when his lordHup 
received prefents from the cduntrj powers, there 
'verc no covenants c''i(lifig, the company's fer* 
vants were at liberty to receive them » that they 
v ere the price of hts fcrvice* to the n*it on and to 
^ the company . That the company had acquired *1 
iTiilIion "ind half fterling, and a revenue of near 
loo.oool per annum, from the fuccefs of th'ir 
forces under his lordihip’s command at that early 
renod, that his lordlTiip had devoted himfclf cn- 
tirCly to the company’s miliUry ftrvice, .and neg- 
Jtftcd all commercial advantages . that, after hav 
mg Hiked hishfe fo often m their fervice, no uidi- 
cious mancould condemn him for hav in r profited of 
ihconlv honourable opportunity that ever oftacd 
^‘^*^^“***^ vvuhout prejudice to the 
Ins cnTmr ^ ‘"''■'*11 ‘>"'1 ‘I>c honour of 

I' ‘hn pnnciples that governed ail 

Hs aaons , that had ho orlj ,aUn thc'adsan-' 

01 tl r rn' 'vhat b) .he cuftom 

01, .hat country H wa, eriltkj - 0 , the jas,„,er l> 

° ftir, 
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fclf great as it was, would have been anobjeift 

tcirctj uonh ins confidtration. 

The esiJinc;. oflordChve before the feledcom- 
niitcc of the hoiifc of commons, coincided exaflly 
,ith this previous judtficauofi of his lorddiip’s trah- 
ictions As w e cannot afterwards cut the thread 
f this mod important parhamentarj inquiry, we 
hall fubmit here to public infpeStion, the conclu- 
lon of his lordihips miliiary regulations wuh the 
ver memorable campaign of brigadier general 
imith ^ 

We have already mentioned in the fecond vo- 
ume of this wQtlv, the number of troops which 
:iis lordihip had placed on the Bengal eftablifli- 
aicnr, immediat'-Iy after the conclufion of the 
ircaty with bujah al Dowhh, and \ iihouc enter- 
ing into a minute caLuhiton oT the cxtraordinarv 
Turns not only incurred but injudiciouOy intailed 
upon the company O} tins unjuftifiiblc ftep, is 
will be fufTicieot to cnumenie to the ftandmg for- 
ces s hich conquered the moft formidable armies, 
that ever were m the Bengal provinces, and to 
d at a compattfon between them and the pref^nt 
tftablitlimcnt tins will {hew ^he augcnenution to 
have been ill timed and unnecefTary 

Colonel Munro bad eight battalions of Teapoys 
2 the battle of Buxar, his whole army incluaing 
J uropeins did not exceed eight thoufand m-n. 
who lefcated the combined armes of Sujah al 
Hovvlah and ColTim Ally Cawn, with the fnell 
train .TvSwvW .iicr 

boaft of, b-'fidcs Sujah al Dowlah had the name of 
I ng the gromfl: warriorm this partof the globe, 
JiJ none of the Ea^un princes did excel CoAim 

n 
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in the cabinet. Thefe two circumfianccs addeJ 
to the fuperiority of number, might indeed hare 
deterred any other commander from engaging 
with a handful of men ; the nabob, vi 2 lcr and his 
ally, who had jointly the reputation of having 
heads to plan and to execute > but the wonder 
mufl; mcreafe, after the brave and fkilful colonel 
had baffled all the warlike mcafurcs of thefe ts\o 
ambitious and renowned adverfaries, and difeon- 
certed byafingle overthrow all their fchemes in the 
field, and evinced thp futility of their councils. 

Major Adams that gallant and experienced ofn- 
cer, whofe death was a public lofs, hadnot under 
his command above four thoufand men, when he 
beat Cofflm Ally Cawn at Gurriah, forced his 
entrenchments at Wooden Nullah, drove him from 
poft to polt, and at laft entirely out of the Ben- 
gal provinces, when he was^obliged to feek for 
protcAion in the dominions of Sujah al Dowlah. 

If thefe armies who had conquered two principa- 
htics, could keep poncffionofoncofthem,oncfhotild 
naturally fuppofc that the fame number of forces 
was fufficient to defend and fccure it, when con6r- 
med to the company, by the emperor Shah Allura, 
of territorial fuperiority they had ac- 
, , ® 3nd whofe indifputablc fanftion they 
had endeavoured to eftabl.ft ^ efpecially as there 
Hindoflan, who 
?• 5 no turbulent nobles Who 

shu /. r no neighbouring princes 

“Itt? injured princef ^ ^ 

.li^perfiuous expences, accord&g to the exprefs m- 

juniTtioa 
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junction of the court of dircftors ; Lut to have re- 
courfe to the paultiy expedient" of reducing the 
pay of approved veterans in_.thc field, who had 
fignaUzed ihcmlelves in the company’s fervice, and 
jnadc the inefitmable acquifition of a moft opulent 
kingdom, at the rifle of their lives, and with the 
certainty of impairing their conflitution in that un- 
dalubrious climate, was a moll unjuft and impolitic 
cal reformation. Tlie court of direftors were not 
apprized of the value of iheir conquefts, otheruife 
we could nof account for their approbation of fucK 
an ill-judged feheme, a^infteadof rewarding their 
military fervants, it infltdtcd a real punilhmcnc 
for their eminent and acknowledged fervices. 

hofe who had no other motives but honour,* 
refigned ihslr commiftions tn cdnfequencc of this 
difcouragmg regulation, were greatly to be com- 
mended, as they (hewed a proper fpirit of itfent- 
ment to their ungrateful maftetst 
It appears very evident, that twelve battalions of 
feapoys vvefe at this jun<3:urc more than fufficienc 
io ‘protcQ: from any hoftUc attack this new com- 
mercial empire, as the number of Europeans had 
been of late greatly inerrafed. They never 
had more than eight baiiahons in times of war and 
dahgef ; thefe had been an over-match for great 
armies m divers engagements Befides thefe, addi- 
tional forces might have been ealilv raifed when 
neccCity Ibould have required it, w hich was not 
the cafe, as, the company had forced their van- 
quiflied enemies to accept the terms of peace, 
which they had thought proper to preferibc. The 
ezpenccsof nine battdlions of feapoys Ihould havo 
'■been faved by a judicious jEConoiuy : each batta- 
^ VoL. Ill, - O ‘ lion' 
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Itofl cofls tTie Companjr no !cfs than i^ocypoundJ 
per month, \^hith amounts to 162,000 pounds 
per annum, for the jay and fubfiltence of nine*. ' 
The pitiful expedient cf depriving the ofHcers of 
the baita, ivas a favlng of twenty thoufand pounds 
per annum, at the moft,' ■'allowing the full compli* 
ment of the officers to the advanced eftabh^hmen^, 
tTiiswas a mere Crifile productive of great difconi 
tents -and inconvcniencies/ of ishich hottever his 
lordlhip with his ufual prefumption, made ti great 
merit in his pompous details of the pretended abu- 
fes which he had reformed. Had thefe nine ufelefs 
battalions been never thought of, there w ould have 
been to this day a favtng'to'tbe company of onf: 
millioa four hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, 
after a deduction of two hundred thoufand pounds, 
continuing the benefitof the batta to all ‘the 
officers to this time. His lordfhrp raifed fome 
battalions which went under the name of Purgannah 
feapo}s; they M-erc to enforce the payment of 
the revenues, and did in faCt no other fcrvice than 
to opprefs and terrify the diftfe/Ted natives. Mi*. 
Verelft his lordffiip’s fucceflbr, paid fo little regard 
to the company’s intereft, that in his government ‘ 
army at one time confifted of no Icfsthan ihir- 
' batta ions m profound peace, which coiir- 
cidcd with his lordOiip’s declaration, that Bengal 
' r i is according to 

, V 'V« kept at an cnof- 

r. tivuftice and oppreffion of theft 


v.irn ...... T.« r /. X t-'fn'ituioii 01 lucii. 

ITnof chair- 
man of the Eaft-Iodja dircClorr * ' 


hated the ver/ 
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p?me of Mr. Verelft ; he ufcdjto^ fay, H that ihrs . 
gentleman had done more prejudice to the com- 
pany, than all the bad fervants they ever had put 
together.” 1 think however be ought to have ex- 
,ccpted his lordihlp. * t . 

The noble prelidcnt i^Tued out bis mandat'es in 
the (ollowtng remarkable terms , 

1. Parfuant to repeated orders received from 

the honourable coprt of directors, //'e liaii refolvcd 
'to embrace t^e prefent fa^otirahfe epportuvit}, uhich 
pts tfa^uility cf^ the cmitry aff^rdi to reduce the emi - 
mom military charges of the ■frefideny and to carry 
into drift execution a meafure indifpenlible and 
nece/Tury, if we will maintam the numb.r of for- , 
ces rcqulfite for^he fecurity and preservation of the 
company’s polXsnions.ti . 

2. You are accordingly hereby enjoined to ac- 
quaint all the ofHceis under your command, that 
*ihey are henceforward to expeft no benefit from 

perqulfitcs of ^any kind» but to rely entirely on 
their pay^ together with fuch alloy/anccs as will 
hereafter be fpecided. - , 

! 3. We fhall ever pay particular regard to me- 

rit ; but the officers in general are tp expedt the 
reward of their fervices after they have nfen to 
the rank of majors , »t being our intention to con- 
tinue to all the field officers every advantage thpy 
enjoy at prefent. 

. 4 You are alfo further to give notice that after* 
, the full day of January next, thBjWhole batta will 
^ be ftruck off, and the reduced tu what \t fot- 

, pierly was or) this eftaWiftimcnt, and js at this 

4 time allowed to the company’^ trpops on the Coro- 
pjandsl coaft. 

f > 5* 
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5. Confidering however the diftance from t^e 
prefidency/and the nnavoidablc expense incurred 
by the officers in tranfportlng liquors and other 
neceflancs. We do confent that thofe ftationed at 
Mongheer and Patna lhall dill receive half batta. 

6 . The particulars of ^hich you find dated in 
the annexed account, which batta they are not to 
regard as a matter of right, but an indulgence that 
muife Hand In heu of all allowances for boats, &c. 
and it is our defire that the foldiers ftationedat the 
above places fliall each receive two jlrams pet 
diem. 


7. We hkewife agree as a future cncourage- 
poent, and 10^ remove thofe difficulties, which 
ufually arife in ifTuing the pay on account of the 
frequent fcarcity of Arcot rupees, that all the com* 
pany s troops fhal! in future receive Sunnut infiead 
of Arcot rupees, but fhould the army or any par* 
ticular detachment be employed out of the limits 
of the provinces, then it is out intention to make 
fuch an addition to their batta as may be thought 


S. We make an additional allowance of forty 
rhe colonel, which allowance Is 
abfcncc by the field officers 
'vhofhall command for the time being, and as a 
la her proof of that attention, ffiall always pay 
gentlemen 

^^P^riorftauons. Weconfent thatficld- 
ed rh be allow- 

b.Iovv ih= mk of a mafor/ ^ 


9. WB 
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9. We p6ntlvcly direfit tKat'the pay-maReV 
^al( in future difburfe, not only the pay of the 
pfffcers and foldiers, but of coo/eys*and ferrant? 
of every denomination, employed by the com- 
pany on account of the army, and that healfopay 
Ml bills and other charges Contrafted on account 
of the brigade, after fuch are duly countcr-figne^ 
by the commanding officer and riot before, - 

Statement of batta to be allowed to the officers, &c.' 
cantoned at Mongheer and Patna. , '' 

Vi*. I Sonnut Rupeeij 

C«?}onel - - r .25 , 

Lieutenant Colonel • - 20 ' 

Major ^ - - • 15 ’ 

Captain « • - 5 

Lieutenant - - - 4 ‘ v 

Enfigns and lieutenant fiteAvorkets ». 3 
Chaplain - . - - ^ ' 

Surgeon - - '• 6 . 

Aflirtant - - ‘ i ^ 

CommifTary - - / - 6 

Judge Advocate ' - - 6 

Aid de Camp - - > ^ 

Interpreter - - - C 

Volunteers - - ” ^ 2 1 

N. B. Only half of the above allowance was 
iflued to the fubaltern officers at Mongheer, and 
the whole when they were in the field upon afitual 
fervlce. ^ 

' Thus hU lordffiip boaftedof having reduced by 
this little mean (hift, the enormous military char- 
ges of the prefidency j as we are noc exafitly infor- 
nied of the particular time that the Pergunnah 
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feapoys were raifcd, we cannot fix the accountjof 
this accumulated expence; but if a calculation 
jvere made, it would appear that the company 
might have faved for dioie ten years paft, upward? 
of three millions, the intereftof which fum would 
have more than fully anfwercd the charges of the 
oScers.batla. No fooner had the different bri- 
gades arrived at ihcir cantonments, and his lord; 
Ihip’s train of field officers from Europe joined 
/heir -refpeaive detachments. That the aboyc; 
mentioned orders \v^re read by the authority; 
and v.'ith the advice of the right honourable prefi- 
dMt and gentlemen of the fecret committee at 
William, to the commanding officers of the 
different Brigades. They produced nothing but 
univerfal murmurs, difeontents, and refignations 
from federal experienced officers, who were treated 
like rebels and deferters, andpuniffied like felons. 

This order was delivered out by the command* 
ng officers of Brigades, -tn the manner it was feci 
them, except bycolonel Smith, who chofe to 
i^prefs the grwteft part of it for particular pur- 
which wdl appear in the account of his 
.campaign; 

That part w-hich the colonel iffued out began at 
refumed the order-at 3, with 
^^-4. withlhefig- 
■HenrvV/* Sumner,' J. Caniac, 

lowinc t!an% nf 3?^^ then added the fol- 

^ own authority, Ddcember-23, 
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■ as {Q conibue the double batta to thofe adnallf 
‘ on fervicein the field* and half of that batta td 
' tbofein garnfon, whUft the brigade is cmpbyi 
' ed out ot the provinces.** . » 

Wefliallnot nt prcfent animadvert 'upon the'' 
olanel’s evafion^ -ue only beg leave to obfervej 
hat It would have been more becoming a com- 
nandintr officer, lo have afied with more candour^ 
ind informed his officers of the whole of thecom- 
nittce’s orders, that they might the better be able 
:o judge whether they could jemam in the compa^ 
ay's fervice or give it up, according to the didtaies ^ 
ef honour, and ^the juftice they owed to them- 
fehes. As this (order of the committee V as a no- > 
turious injury to men who could fupponno longer 
the charadler of their honourable pxofeffion, it oc- 
cafioned fpiritcd rcmonftranccs from the fubalicrn 
officers of the diffcrcni brigades, to the governor 
and council j but no regard whatever was paid to 
their ju(t reprefentations 5 and u v as after they had 
given up all hopes of redrefs, that ihofe injured 
gentlemen refolved lo quit a fervice inadequate to 
theirftallon. « * . 

' A proof thdt thefe diftrefied fubaltcfns did noC 
complain from a fpirit of hcentioufnefs and mu'- 
tinj, is the opinion which Sir Robert Barker tranP 
mitted to his lordlhlp^ in anfwer to one which 
had receis’ed from the noble profident ; an extra^ 
of which we fiiall infert fiift. 

From Lord Chve to Sir Robert Birkcr. ^ 
“ I am verj glad the officers ha\e been fo pcudcnc 
as to lay afidc their intention of prefenimg a memo- 
rial : 1 can afiure youj there has been no memo- 
rial prefented from the other brigades on the like 
fubjcft, Itisjrue^ the governor and counc.l have 

' recei'. cd 
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deceived a remonflrancc from the officers of colontf 
Smith’s brigade, fetting forth, the dearnefs of pro- 
vilions, and all other neceffariesj at that greit 
diftance ; and U e have in confequence of its being 
only a temporary expence to the com'pany, agreed 
to let things retnain on the prefent footing, until 
the brigade be withdrawn from Sujah Dowlah’s 
dominions ; but the ofHccrs are at the fame time 
informed in the moft pofiiive terms, that this in- 
dulgence will ceafe the inftant the troops leate the 
Canmanaffa. I need not repeat how pofitifre and 
nbfolute the company’s orders from Europe are, 
about reducing the military expences to the pro- 
portion of the eflablifliment on the coaft of Coro- 
Inandelj nay, even lefs, becaufe they imagine tbii 
price of provifionsis lower, and I believe vou are 
not unacquainted, that the oSicers for the firflyear 
they ferved in Bengal were all fatisfied with fingla 
oattaj the double baita was merely an indulgence 
Obtained by tne, and came immediately out of the 
s pocket. One would imagine the officers 
would be fatisBed with their prefent appointments; 
lincc they have a greater advantage in profilea than 
they ever enjojed before, (which his lordfliip 
tocans by a greater advantage in ptofpeft, is the 
ornvfj difabled officers) Add to this, the 

comT f “nd Orilfa belong to the 

'' not to the nabob j that 

JocW nntnr 

fedmi™, r '■>= officers may pltadpre- 

pratciipt.ons from the company. I mav indeed 

wSton t refolmelVdlter. 

Cuticn • temparty's orders into ese- 

nntiort and cnfoicmg the new regulations &o ” 

Eitrad" 
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£:(irna of a Letter from Cohntl Sir Robert Barker 
to the Right Hon* LordCYwc. , 

” My Lord, 

Having made an examination into the officers 
field expences, in which I, have adhered as much* 
as poffiblc to frugality and ceconomy, and accord- 
ing to the regular prices of fervants wages and 
Moodfs charge of things^ and his lordlhip’s mono- 
polifl in regard to the officers necefiaries, none 
being allowed to carry any thing to the brigade 
but him. I cannot well reduce the captain’s 
monthly expences m the field to Icfs than 324 
rupees, and if he keeps a palanquin to 372 ; now 
his pay and baita amount to 300 rupees. In tlie 
tftimatc I have made no allowance for his cloathing, 
linen, purchafe of ftorcs, palanquin, fadlcry, camp 
furniture, &c. Suppofing his offireckonmgs to 
anfwer their annual expences, 300 rupees on the 
coaft of Coromandel will furnifh a captain with his 
necefiaries and carriage, but the confiitution of this 
country is lb much more prone to luxury and extra- 
vagance than on the coad, that the fame quantity 
of proi'ifions, and the fame method of oeconomy 
pradlifcd there, cannot be carried here at the fame 
expcncc 5 the very commodities ufed by the mili- 
tary gentlemen are increafed thirty or forty per 
cent, between the MadraCs and Bengal markets j 
the cooleys carry one third lefs, and the fervants, 
not to compare the difference between the officers 
ferving without the provinces and thofe within, is 
but httlc more than the additional charge of Mr. 
M^dy’s goods j for fuppofc him 10 fvipply every 
^ ot'. III. p thing 
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thing for feven or eight per cent, the difference of 
batn IS 100. Every officer who takes the field 
for 'i campaign, muft carry with him thirty days 
fupply, efpecially where horfe are flying about the 
country, and few will carry more either with or 
without the provinces, the number of fervantsand 
their wages nearly the fame. 

(Signed) Robert Barkeb ” 


The court of direclors were afterwards made fo 
fenfiblc of the injuftice done to their officers, that 
the very next year they augmented their pay. 

The committee, in their ordets, acknowledged 
that Bengal at this time was in a (late of perfect 
tranquility, without internal or e\ternal foes lo 
dilturb the peace ot the provinces , his lordfliipi 
tnererore, had an extenfive field to difpUy his abi- 
Juies as a financier, without apprehenfion of a war 
ym might difconcerc his plan of ceconomy , how 
lar the noble prefident and his fucceflbr made that 
rich glorious acquifmon anfwer the purpofe of 
'J of from tho very low 

ebb to which the company was foon reduced , hid 
not government mterfyted m time, they might 
have been totally ruined, and after having been The 
iW monopolizers of the ealt, Ihewn by 

o d "’"S' even lagacty 

to direa their mercantile affairs 

In the.r , the men who have been fupported 
in their iniquitous fclicmcs of oppreHion Sid vil- 

P J * y fuch afls of enormous injufticc 

and 
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and tyranny towards their fellow fubje£ls/as would > 
diO;race the annals of the Turkifli empire. 

In regard to the fyficm of his lordlbip’s civil go- 
vernment, it was fimple and uniform, yet chiefly- 
confined in turning -every article of ufe and ne- - 
ccflity into a monopoly. As a farther proof of the 
attention of the noble prefident and his committee, 
to the eafe and convenience of military gentlemen 
who afled in fuperiorflations, his lordfhip enadled, 
that each field officer, according to his rank, fhould 
pay his quota to a committee appointed to carry on 
the bofinefs.of the foie monopoly, and at the end 
of the year he received his fiiare of the odious 
taxation, even the common necefiaries which are 
brought from Europe, and without which no Eu- 
ropean can fubfift, were monopolized by Mr, 
Moody, one of his lord(hip*$ chief agents ; his . 
noble pa-ron granted to him the excluGve pri- 
vilege of purchafing European commodities, and 
felling them at his own price to the different 
brigades ; thereby many indufirious families were . 
deprived of all manner of fubfiftence, and they had 
no other refource to live but lo.purchafe from the 
lliips of Europe goods and provifions, which they 
retailed afterwards for the confidcration of a fmall 
profit to the army, -and to the natives up the 
country. 

This was in particular a great hardlhip upon the 
fubaltern officers, whofe p.iy was not only reduced, 
but were even prevented to lay it out to the befb 
advantage in purchaJjjjg European articles at the 
cheapeft rate, fmee, by the fordid knavery of mo- 
nopolizers, callous to all humane feelings, the 'nc- 
ceffarics of life were greatly enhanced, 

• Having 
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Having tal tn a retrofpca of Lord Clivt’s rt 
gulations, wc fliall, according to our cngigcmcnls 
to the public, introduce here tlie campaign of 
another Afiatic commander, r hofe dcHgns feemtd 
to hat e been impenetrable as he aflcd ncithcroffbn 
fyely nor defenfively during all the time he remain- 
eel on the field of maaion It would be illiberal to 
rcllcft on the oblcuriiy of his origin, fince, like 
the famous Mare cha! Shne)dcr, who from a taylor, 
sasnifeJ by his merit to the command of the 
1 ruffian armies— Dr gadicr General Richard Smilh, 
Ico nmg the drudgeries of a naufeous lliop, was the 
nrtihcer ef 1 ,,^ „ fortune 1 his modern hero 
went ro India in the humble cipacity of a clcrt to 
the captain of a merchant foip a at clout cbdl 
Dict‘“hf the trench proserb^tnlfliiely 

rifir M r'e® Coromandel coaft 

aon intonfolable, 

£ Ptopmous Mars, and tried Ins luck 
fiSeZv ' r E'ntlemen of the pie 
voml? trlendlefs, dllirefcd 

Jofi, ’ s TS governor’s gene- 

bhihmem nff’e""''.'’™ “ on this ells 
never had* t ^ overal renowned generals, who 
ullms sstn their military 

a hmems he Patties and de 

fotunrh d '■rj onnoticed, ,f 

p’’ the Eafl TnH ^ to the firll command 

generauL ctra^Tar^’ '“f “ 

as he might better Commentaries, 
bis condua, thefirfi: and"' motives of 

tipon the coaft no doud'h" ^ commanded 

.Itaraaeriftic of a true heriTitgSedlfhim 

defign 
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kCign of abandoning the of a place,' whkh 
he was direfted to ftormj and had not Major 
Horne, who was then Captain Lieutenant of the 
artillery, bluntly offered to bombard the place, 
and to aflume the command, ihould the colonel -de- 
fill from the enterprize ; the garrifon and inhabi- 
tants bad remained without fear or moleftation. 

As we are better informed of his memorable 
campaign of 1765, we are able to fatisfy the curi- 
oCity of the public, in regard to the atchievements 
of thU extraordinary man; Colonel Smith was 
ftatloned with his brigade at Allahabad, until 
Sujah al Dowlah had finally fulfilled the treaty, and 
at the fame time covered with his fhield, the 
Emperor Shaw Allum, as the tutelar genius of 
Hindofian. ^ 

On Friday the asth of Oftober, the following 
orders were iffued, 

“ The aoth battallorv of fcapoys are to relieve 
all the guards of the firft battalion to-morrow 
morning — two twelve pounders, and two fix 
pounders, are to proceed to camp to morrow. 

“ The general to beat at half an hourpall three, 
and the allembly at lour o’clock, on Sunday morn- 
ing, when the regiment and the firft battalion of 
feapoys are to march to camp, to celebrate the an- 
niverlary of the Emperor of Hindofian's corona- 
tion j each man to be furnifiied with fix rounds of 
cxercifing cartridges.*’ 

After this compliment had been paid to a page- 
ant of Royalty, the regiment and the firft battali- 
on of fcapoys were ordered to parade at five o’clock 
or) Sunday evening, Jr order to march back to 
Allahabad. 

And 
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, And the next day it was in orders ; 

, ** prefent that was given yefterday by the 
king, IS to be diftnbutcd between the artillery ard 
the regiment, according to their fevera! ftations* 
though this donation beftovved on the private mea 
was mconfiderable, yet the general ftiould have 
lorbidden his loldiers to receive it, as this nominal 
King had fcarce, from his nch and extenfive domi* 
nions, a revenue fufficicnt to defray the cxpences 
ot his wretched houfhold, and of a few troop-, 
which were called his body guards. The Court of 
Direaors were fo fenfiblc of this, that thev order- 
ed Colonel Srnich to return to the king two jacks of 
rupees, which he had accepted from his maiefty. 
However the general, who like the Roman pro- 
conful, was refoJved to return home with Afiatic 
opulence, found means to have the 
fum fccured to him through another channel. • 

encamped 

with two battalions, and two guns, at Subahdan 
•'appointed Lieutenant Colo- 

fppear ir™ffcr“;r' "'hich will 

coatt of CoromanH it"' I'" 'P' exploits upon tlie 
muft funnofoAU^ """ reco, ded, we 

Z: onThe M P" of an able . 

belonged originallyr^’ 'ftablilhinent, lo which he 

In 
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In order to make amends for this omiffion, wc^ 
Ihall entitle this jaunt a campaign, left our hero 
Ihould lie under the imputation of quitting the 
army, without having fiicwn himfelf a formidable 
commander, as he really was fblc and undifturbed 
mafter of the field. 

Though there were no difturbances in the 
Korah province, nor apprehenfions from a foreign 
enemy, yet the colonel, in his high wifdom, wrote 
to Lieutenant Colonel Peach at Allahabad, to lend 
him an enforcement. Accoidmgly it was in orders 
the 15th of December, 1765. 

“ The detachment .of artillery, with two fut 
pounders, with their tumbrels of amunition, and 
30,000 mufket cartridges, and the firft battalion 
of feapoys, are to march to morrow nlorning, on 
the firing of a gun, to , proceed to join the army 
(viz. the colonel with his two battalions) at the 
camp at Paulgong.^* 

The colonel thought probably it was beneath 
his dignityto travel with left attendants, and with 
this additional force, he was able to compel his 
m^efty’s fobjefts to pay him his revenues, if they 
rcfiifed to fubmit to his authority. 

Having been informed by Lieutenant Colonel 
Peach, that the defertion of the troops in garrifon 
was frequent, the colonel fent the following order. 

** Camp near Fiittapoor^ 7 sth December 1765. 
“ The colonel is extremely concerned to hear, 
from the report of Lieutenant Colonel Peach, of 
fevcral foldiers of the regiment having fo far for- 
got what they owe to themfelvcs and to their coun- 
try, as to defert their colours. 

The 
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*• The cdloncl flattered himrelf that his admd 
nition anti exhortation would have had fufficicni 
'he regiment to have 


wag. u Wim eve;y man in the regiment to have 
kept him ftead) m his duty, but he has now fon-c 
realon to think, that Toldiers when in liquor, are 
deluded away by blach people . for he cannot flip- 
pofe a European, wh6 had the ufe of his fenfa, 

rhom ™ 

Though we muft commend the colonel iii 
making choice of fuch words in the diflion of his 
Ihh^r’ fjttke more forcibly the minds of 

hnnnnr ^ *hnfe of thcir duty from principles of 
I ben le’a/'i “Ih of ihc word/ait, 

“ "'a'V' ’ thereupon. 

looT^lem k "hatever. Moors ofGen' 

0 ^ 0 !,, P"."'” “t ‘ht't mailers in fuch 
?he TOwer !;/,"i? thofewhoareundef 

fanroTrt mercilcfs head fer- 

manv Hr, m Company Too 

On of oiir Ji-rY.n ► ’ univerfal indignati 

nation ^ ^ allotiifhment ot ihi 

fion exhibited as snd oppref* 

obhR^d o GentfemeA 

prS ^beir houfes, to 

diets, on board of"1,o""';!f|:''=SSed by black fol 

rope , vet this ^ tranfported to Eu 

from the imDla^ihl '^'1?" proteft them 

theS petev ‘J’ ra„t t^mmentof 

their Eodics witlioiic bmal'^ 

unouc breaking open doors the> 

— . placed 
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pU-Ced foldiths on all tbeiivcnues to their fionfca.^ 
rhe following is his lord(hip*s order to the offi- 
cfer who was fent after Mcfficurs Kobertfon -and . 
Duffield. » Contenting yourfekes with placing, 
guards in fuch a manner that.thcjTj Thomas >Fran»k 
cis Robertfon, and Captain Vernon Duffield, can- 
not poffibly efcapci.nor arc you to fuffer any per-j 
Ton, or perfons whatfoever,. to go in, or come omc,i 
5 r allow proviftons and V»qpors, or other fupphts. 
if any kind, to be convey^ to them, without my 
exprefs orders.” . ^ v 

‘They' had fhut thcmfclvcs up-in their apart- 
ments 5 the foidiers took up th^ir quarters in the . 
other- part of thehoufc; when they could hold, 
out no longer for want of food, they were obliged 
to open their doors, and without being allowed to 
cellulate, delivered up their bodies to, the mercy ' 
of their virulent perfecutors. One gentleman’?^ 
houfe was broke into in the night time, hlmfclf' 
Uid violent hands upon, when in bed with his wife, 
tpre from her arms, dragged through the Rrects,j 
immediately put on board of a flopp, and fenc^ 
down the river.; Several Europeans who ufedto. 
get a comfortable fubfiftance, by trading through 
the country like the natives ; and gentlemen, free 
merchants who . had been fettled for many years , 
paft, even without the company's territories, were, 
all ordered to Calcutta, and there immured in' 
loathfome dungeons*,. an order having been iffued*. 
our, that none Ihould prefume'togo above ten 
miles from thCjplace without jjie^oy£ncu\r!<:Jfi2iKr^ 
If this is liberty, the Chrillian flaves in the Rates 
of Barbary, can juftly call themfdves free, in^ 

, comparilon with thofe who haye incurred the dil^^ 

. ' pleafure'^ 
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pleafure of the ‘principal 'company’s fervants In' 
India. ' ^ 

Thefe arc fome parts of'his lofdQiip’s boaftcd 
regnbtions *, his fuccelTor, Mr. Vcrelft:, more timid 
than his predecelfor, 'from whom however he had 
imbibed the fame arbitrary meafurcs of government,' 
feldom ventured onfiich open a61s of violence; bit 
his malice and treachery -were perliaps no Icfs fatal 
to thofe, whom he was relblvcd to deftroy. 
prevent any application to the laws of this coun- 
try for redrefs, and that no witnefTes fhould appear^ 
sgainft him in the ftpreme couff of Joftice, he 
ordered thofe he had devoted to perdition, .to be’ 
confined one or two hundred miles from Calcutta.' 
He caufed two gentlemen of unblemilhcd honour,' 
fo be immured three hundred miles from the feat 
of Ins prefidcncy, in a loanfomet fortrefs, during' 
live months; at the expiration of \vhich. thefe in* • 
jured and ill-fated officers were-tranfporied in a 
boat to Calcutta, and kept on the river three da)s' 
and t^hree nights, during the times of the Barrs 
cxpmw to the inclemency of the 'weather, with- 
out flielter or affiftance. ^Thcy were then confined' 
in a difmal dungeon, in Nci/ Fort William, aincicr 
double giurds,' where they were refilled the com- 
mon neccfiaries to fiipporc naturei'and to com- 
pleat therr di.jftcr?, when thefe famiflied gendc* 
men were endcaiouring (through' an nitorney) to 
reprefented to the Juftices of the 
^ f^ddinly feizid in- 

bosrd of 20 ohi leak}' 

^vinft r„d Z Th" “ "" 

^ captain h?v.ng rc- 

prifon of his fliip, they were 

brouaht 


fufed to make 
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brought back with the melancholy prafpeia of ^ 
bcin^fliut up a fecond time in Fort William 5 'but 
the Tpjrited behaviour of a military gentleman, 
who Icorned to be the inftmment of the governor’s 
/clentlcfs cruelty, at laft prevailed on him to fee ^ 
them free*, upon their parole not to leave Calcutta. 
Indeed they might well rely upon their honour af- 
ter the doflor had given them over, and when 
they were expcdlcd every moment to. give up the 
ghoft. 

Under the fame man’s tyrannical government^ 
piany good foldiers, who had ferved the company 
faithfully, during the five years ftipulated at the 
time they enlifted, were confined to New Fort • 
William for three or four months, on frivolous 
pretences ; fome bccaufe they begged to be fent to 
their nauve country, after having ferved -their 
time, (Others for juft complaints of their woes. 

Theft* are* indifputable fafls, from which it is 
maniteft, that the inferior Isrvants of the Englilh 
company-arc the greateft flaves in India-, and the 
colonehknows that a foldier who deferts, mult 
change his mode of fervitude for the better* 

Alter fo many inftances of the molt illegal and 
arbitrary proceedings, one fiiould be inclined to 
fuppolc that the Enghfli rulers in India, are either 
ignorant of oorconftitution, or flatter thcmfclves 
10 perfecute and opprefs their fellow fubjefts with 
impunity, at (ucli adiftanceftom the feat of Em- 
pire. k feems as if they had interpreted thefpirit 
of our la\\s to be fuch, as to afloed cedeefs and pro- 
teftion to none, but tbcfubjefls who adloally re- 
fidc iR Great Britain *, precluding from this benefit 
all tliofe who arc fettled m the Company’s territo- 
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iries. ’Othcrwifc they icould have never carried fij 
.far jheir tyrannical and nefarious meafures againfl 
.thcljberty, 5nd property of their fellow fubjcfis. 
tln-vatmthey endeavoured to conceal from the pub. 
Jic thetr iniquitous deeds, or to prevent the injured 
irom obtaining' juftice from our fuperior coum, 
iy purchafing i feats in parliament, and 
Jiitir 111 gotten nehes, endeavouring to bribe 
Snd -corrupt hw and equity; the timo is hsp- 
pily come that no members of the legidatiire 
^41 fitMu the fenate .Tvifh thefe Eaflem depreda- 
tors. and unanimouay agree to deteft, expofe, 
wdpunith 'by Ignominious cxpulfions from that 

fheff AHaS’'’ 'S' reprefentatira, 

conftitiJnt'f "hofc plan was to enflavethe 

Sbnlu” ? "'I’omthey haS bought; as for out 
«nnor f A'"!, ‘l>'7 

a iuft nunin for ever, an ignominious verdifti 

Btven ,h™ ' O °“r laws, have 

Many ODDrefTpH think fo. 

aflion anainP r, "jf rather than tp bring ah 
rapacio ®s lawvers^ opponents. In feeding 

prudence and th “ "'ore confident with 

woeT. and^hei^ lift of their 

which micht be hAr^ enormous fees, 

denial of juftice. arc aimoft equal t 


juiMcc. -j 

■ , alipoft 
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rplrooft through e^^ery court of law in*hopes-of re- 
drefs, and after five years chicanery and procrafti- 

. nation, the court of Chancery, that pajhdjum Of 
equity, thought proper to grant an injunciion to 
ftop proceedings,' until witncfTcs v.erC'Cxamintfd in 
the EaftJndicsi the gentlemen defendants having 
pleaded a juftification, though the court of King’s 
Bench and Common Pleas were jthc onlp jddgcs 
in this cafe, ic .was referred to the cognizance of 
another tribunal, un order to difcqcragc the plain- 
tiff from further' proceedings; and by this artful 
contrivance of their oppreflbrs, the - two great 
■yudges, whopTcfide at the court above mentioned, 
with equal dignity and reputation, nfiified by la 
jury, were reputed incompetent judges of amatter,'’ 
which is of, their reforc ♦, and the evidence which 
appeared at the trial, though indifputablc, dci- 
dared infufiiclent j whether a .commifilon fliould 
have been granted or not, for the examination of 
Witneflcs, wc refer this dccifion to the aft of 
Habeas Corpus, wluch exprefly fays/ihat noin- 
.junftion fiiall be granted but in the court were the 
-caufe is tried ; the rkle ' of this aft is to prevent 
impnfonment in perfons beyond fea; {his aft is nn 
addition to Magna Charta. ‘ . ' 

^ Bythcgreat chartcr,carc was taken ofthe liber- 
ties of the fubjefts of England; we had no extrn 
marine territories, but -the French provintes that 
had devolved to the king^of the Norman race by 
intcr.marriage or inheritance, and they were go- 
‘verned by-their own laws. Qur 
-extra marine territories, wcre'by the Habeas Cor- 
pus aft made dtable -to the laws of England, as 
ffuunded on the great ebarter, which ^ft fubjefted 

Ireland 



( *26 ) 


Ireland to the faid charter This chartW wis only 
a confirmation of the common law, and no new 
inftitution, fee lord Coke the mirror of juftice and 
others 

Therefore the common law extends to every part 
of the globe, where the Britilh pov\cr is creaed 
crimes therefore agamft general liberty are pun lli 
able if commttcd m India, m the fane manner a 
if fuch mifdemeanours had been done in En" 
land ® 

An aflion for an aflaulc and falfe imprifonment, 
ihould on no actoiint whatever be fereened from 
the cognizance of proper tribunals, by fucii an 
injun«ion, efpccially when it has been brought w 
that fiage, that the death of the defendant as 
witnefles, or even of the plaintiff himfelf, fhould 
not prevent his heirs at law from reaping an\ ad 
vantage winch they might derive from the merits 
of his cafe Otherwifea woman (for inftance) who 
has I ted m affluence m India with her hufband, 

er ^ eeing him fued by an arbitrary Governor 
and council, and conhned for no crime whatever, 
vonr!^ ^ plundered, and after endea 

when Tl,™" for fix Or f i en ) ears to get redrefs, 
when on the point to have the ftate of his cafe en 

mF inr'el P'"'’ '■' °f Chancery 

babihtv' ‘"JotuSion with a pro- 

his damaevf c '•ftvr, and with him 

lmDn^o!lmpn^ °h ^ — 'for an aflault and falfc 

have loft all T^rfonJ, though he might 

left fricnJl-A mri 

iett tncnJLl^ and Uelhtuic, and her fan liy reduced 
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to ^dfTfrary on account of the delays cauled by fuch 
ah injundlion This does not Item confonanc wuh 
the prbccedings of a court of equity 

We hope the reader will cxcufe this digrcfllon 
in favour ot the opprcfled, and the injured 

Colonel Siniih, whofe mighty and important 
concerns could not permit him to enter into the 
particulars of his officers arciimftanceS, and whofe 
fpecOhtions did coincide with th^ fyfietn of mo- 
nopoly eftabhlhed by his lordfhip, thoughcJt con- 
fiftent with his lofty ideas of a commander in 
chief, to have his officers make ihac bnlhanc ap- 
pearmce, which was a fott of homage pud to h s 
cxdted ftition Infteadof allowing them time to 
have their regimenuls and camp ncceffarjcs fent up 
by tlieir friend> at Calcutta, nt the ufiial price they 
were obliged to purchafl them from !ir lordfhip’s 
igens at anextravagint rate, in confequence of die 
following order guen out the 4th of Tebruaryj 
1766 

“ As minybo''rswichnecc{rancsaredajl>‘expec- 
“ ted at Allahabid from Calcutta, the colonel par- ’ 
“ ticularly recommended it to all the officers ot the' 
brigade, woo nave not >ct been able to provide ^ 
their complete regimentals, to furniffi themfcives 
without delav, as it probable the brigade may. 
be reviewed early in Aprd, the colonel expeifhv 
“ every officet to appear at the review m his com- 
“ plcte regiment lU ” 

Ih- feconcl bngide was cantoned in a foreign 
prince’s dominions, three hundred miles farther up ~ 
the country, tlian they were iifed to be ftacionccl, 
which occafioned every Luropean neceflary to be 
advanced at kail: 50 per cent^befides, their Bilta^ 

had 
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Ind not only b*en reduced, but they were paidh 
rupees of an mfenour kind b> i|jc colonel, v.H 
like the great duke of Marlborough, wiihrr«/ 
t-Ttlitaty virtues, hid fuflered tint fordid \i‘ce, callcJ 
avarice to preponderate m Ins nshte feul 
The provident colonel had taken ponViTion of 
Sujah al po\\lah’s mint at Banares, andprovfil 
Ins great (kill m metallurgy, liy recoining a n'w 
money, the immcnfe profit of uhich enabled him 
to do honour to his mafters, as the opulent rep^ 
lehtative of a company of nierchan's, fovereignr 
or thecair Thefc adulterated rupees were fo-in^ 
mojtparc ifiucd out for the pavmcnc of the troops 
under his eommancl By this ntcans the coiorel 
jound an cafy way of difpofing of upwards of one 
hi mdred thoufand fmclt rupees every month, as 
will appear by Ins orders of the 9th of hebruarj 
f\s the pa)majer has bj miflake, pud th- 

Surat ci Vmerrtrpttt/.h.commarUm; 

to return totl^ 
dilTcrmce bt.wccn the Surat and ite 

oavtd in^i^r'r are to continus to be 

pa^d in the fimt fpec c ns ufual ■' 

Korih •«= Progrefs through rha 

Wah prctinc-, tvith the fplenS.d rrtnueofan 

vnh an?d""“'% could no longrr 

his brinad/^'^^u*^ decency leave the cotnmind of 
tins T ’ "> J"'" uetd the 

inlhnce, 
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itiftance, .and^onderaned him ,for,.having'propi-’! ’ 
gated ' this illufidn,. ! think him:highlf 
in .every, rcfpecl.-.; If he thought this alfupematUrj 
ral warning,, he a6ted like an able andexpenenced.t 
general, -ito . leave , nothing to fortunei.’.and ,to -be./ 

guarded .a^infl: any poffible. furprize j''.ahd if hcv' 

deceived .them: by prodigy,. he made, '-.like Numa ^ 
Pompilivis and ’othcr/grcat-.menTibf'. Greece .anda 
Home, >with ihe'ihten^entioh .'of fauguries.and vifif r. • 
ons,\thc sefedulity idf inahkind, fubfervlcnt* to jhis - 1 
private defighsV. 4 ;-x * vr-v' - 

Before ,wc. proceed ih.thc nafratiohjbf.'xhc Co- a 
long’s ‘ Ikilfol- rmrchtt?arid couhtefrmarchM, it is’| 
proper, to difclofe. to .ouf .refers hrs'fagacityj'.pe^jT 
nctratioh and judgment, ; for;fopprening .thatiparCii 
of the cornmictec ofders-which hc;COuId.ndt recbri-yi 
cile with I his'-lcxtenhvcj'projcAs.’. r .Kike .> a / goodii 
general, '.wiChlng . to keep Jdn\«King'in jefCTVe,‘,lKe 
thought it.wasimpoliiical.to.-acquamt'bb officersyrr 
■ that the country,-, was/ in [ pcHecf tranquility.jrthcv'^* 
, all knew this,- 'jand.a’cbnfirinatiorV'auihehticatW'by'^’) 

. I-ord Clive ^nd/hls'icommhtcci .'might haye.caurcdfi 
exclamaiion’-in thc militaryidifciplinci :cbmm'onIy 5 
the confcqucpce of ru'pincnels'andfccunty;'by'ihisi > 
. inwginary danger, .'he.kepc thei troops in, rcadinefsTi 
upon any cmerscnc'y; 'and though, the. pretended r 
invafion of .thb.MKarauas into the*Korah .’province ^ 
could hot intimidate officers of (kill and experience •' 
in^ his army,’, yvliq had leca Mharatfasrin .'reality, 
y^^^^he had forefeen that;occurrences might happen*.: 
wluch were likely ’.to turn'.to .his advantage'*, .the 

event juffified his fore-knowledge. j'i, rji - . . : J 

As the people .in Kbndoh\are'cfond'bf,',ffiewY/j 
the general, who his 'nwef ‘courted chough 'po- 

You III, jt 
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puhrity, may ingratiafe himfdV into the favour of 

f “ B«nd fpeasdc, a 

horfe marching down fen, 
flying,' till they defend 

rSmf v""” r imp°fliW= llim 
“cx afS 'Vniepanthorfe marohmg over the Alps 
Jfere h,;’ ^ in Loadenhall dreet, 

nlacL- between the md, 

P«ffio‘nnfew""°r“*""'‘'''= “'^““ntfor the fup- 
ufeer rf f P'^'g^nph.' than the ColonePi 

tS “i “®"'=P>biippiners, in ridt an-' 

KSLa^rt" 'n'“" P>y “I'* “> bn 
rf-Soond bi^de" '''■ ‘bn 0®““ 

batfahon- - be^ufe ^.JheS" 
gave the officer am7wh^fh\if committee 
count oF the. unavoidahi. ^ ^ "onac- 
Offioers in tranfno^lf ' “P"" '"nPcccd by the 

Nbid this being the cafc'''’a'’dl"'^k‘*’''' 

afdoublc the defence of rb '^i^“ brigade ftationed 
were to be fupphed Wth dief ”*‘'‘^b they - 

a natural confearncTof fhef "'“^ries,. it is but ■ 
inproporcioD, j j, t)cing iitcreaftd 

troops ar{'mdcrcd'’trbem’ldms"'”^ ''''’^' 

F-rinva,ueto.horeSf^"J";r-^-^^^^ 

^ •' ilje J 



tilt committee afflgris aa'a reafon:fof .this alteration^ 
a farther cncouragemcntr.to tte.officersji and .on 
.account 'of vtheifrequcnt’fcardty ofi'Afeot rupees.’* 
The trQQps> under.. Colonel Smith J.were -paid '4ri 
Vifier, rupees ofjithe'.Colonel’sowhxoihing^ ’abbut 
thirteen . per-, cent, ^'in- value 'Jcftifhahxhe Su'rotV. 
This was'a.fartheridifcouragcmentto theofficefs-of 
his brigade. 

. Another hardfliip the officers fcIffromTeceiving 
th'rfc .nipccs, ‘wasj.' thatUhey did. ’not -pafs -current 
in Bengal, 5; the pebplc;-«thcreforcj wh'o.purch'ared 
neceflarics- fori the army,' raifed*their-g6ods' above 
.the price,' which theymeantifd-fell'them'in^pfo- 
•portion'.to wHat'they knew^they muftdofc.by 'thfcic 
.vizier rupees." ti/h .-i.vr:;/ i.u.i 
• Sdtne'morofeand ill-natured wyjterV.would'ffi’akd 
lati 'injurious comp*arifori‘^betwikt ^pur 'herd-ahd 
-Major Sdif^ebn, dn'rc^fd to’his marches,'' and his 
diljjofltiohs for 'encountertng i' ideal Vhemy"; ‘il-j 
lowing fom'e jianiy;'- we -ffidll'liot ^ dtfb'afe oifr'dio- 
)defn vJartidr '■'by''a^'fimile,'' which' mighf hurt- his 
pYidc^' ahd'lefien his cpnfequehce.''y-'- ■ " ■“ ’’I' * 
At Uft,-' obr gehtHil wiiK'four battalidfis' of fea'-* 
'poys, '‘.^failed down^-rtot before? ;b'u\’on;'<}Ae'fid6bf 
-Sicagpddr^’V'A.V* the ' gWd- ibUitiry 'bp'eratiohs -of 
itK'e mafteri’of theat^ df-Waf d^ferve (o b6 reco*rded 
' .far'the inftniflioh 'of 'thofe deftiriM ■‘to .‘command 
‘ armies, \ye'lKalI*givc a'piirtrcuiaf'bccdunt^of- the 
■ Colohcrs‘’cdhlumrnate knowledge •in'tecbics’aftd 
ca(iramccaci6'n?ahd (hew? after hisexamplc,'toobt 
Amcfican genera'ls? hdw'td-'defend a-pafs at fifty- 
feven miles 'dillance of it. ' 

Before we proceed to-givh a 'defeription of the 
Colonel’s encampment, it is neccDary to point oui 

the 
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the fituation of.Siragpoor, ^ It has once -been a 
place bt.cdnOderable note, and is ftill one ofJthe 
moft' fiourilhingitowns in the provincc'of Korih; 
It'is plcalantlyrrfituated upon, the banks ‘of the 
Ganges^ about one hundred and four mileslN. ^Y; 
• and by N* of Allahabad, ‘about'one hundred and 
ten: miles W.vS.'.W. of; Oudc,-.and:’about fifty* 
fevert miles E; land an^half. N. of Kalpee’j swhich 
ftands^on the banks rof the-Jumna,’;'which riTCf 
cmpties'.itfclf into thc Ganges at Allahabad.i ; The 
Colonel encamped 'his 'four 'battalions about one 
mile and-.a quarter to the S: -.W; -of the town 
the .nght:thc ground ;was rather higher than tba: 
•which.wc poffcfled j .it went with’ah cafy, declivity 
to the left, '-till 'it ended in; a ;h611o\v-.overgfo«‘a 
with fiirwbs andXmall woods.v. About'Cwb'Orthree 
hundred; yards inlfrdnt. was h'hoDdw. way that rsn 

■ of our, encampment j'.to.thelefti 

the 'Other; tide, lof-tthis'' holloiv,, (the. ground 'was 
■ ‘ occupied, on which thcrc'Was 

•a fmill village;'! about, a mile W-.iindXut N.'ofour 
encampment Here.- the'Coiohel propored waiiin| 

■ for twenty thoufand Mharatti horfe, :.which ho o« 
. CTer.had '.theicift information of but himfclfi.an’d 

*’ "/’.■^■^"''“T Weatance oh the:hollil4 in- 

Korah.thc-.ihewcd ihis.knowiedw 
'"’’■‘''a 'fdenco hfL* 
“ 'loarefort to the lefciof bis 

'rf ® fupplied theivaal 

'•mrrH?r '‘-l/'Tng 'SSt-lhSiertfrom the 

■■cade for.tkc 

'tV.-'AVhjc 
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■While the colonel was carrying on what he called 
his lines at Siragpoor, Sujah^al Dowlah fhewed 
that he was an unbeliever, for he never went to 
the fouthern frontiers of his dominicns, which by 
the coloners account *ihe twenty ihouPind Mha- 
rattas were to enter Sujah al Dowlah. knew that 
there was no Mharattih army, at leafr within two 
hundred tnilcs of th^ borders of his terniories, and 
ihcfe pillagers were within their own diftnfts ; 
though the colonel was as welkinformed on this 
fubjeft as the ‘Nabob, he might, -as a ‘(good 
Chrihian, believe miracles, which an infidel could 
not reconcile with his faith , fo little regard did the 
vizvet-pav to this report^^ that inftcad of marching 
to the fouth-caft to defend hts dominions, he went 
north cafr to Bhaafcy, and having uken podenioii 
lof thit fortrefr,' and fettled \hofc’ parts of the 
country, ihe turned towards the fouth eaft to Chu- 
•prahj and paid a vifit to Lord Clive, his reftorer 
and bcncfaflor. # r ; 

Colonel Smith, never forgetful of his high rank 
^nd dignity, played theNabob with all the ftatcly 
grandcUr of thefe caftem princes , he reviewed his 
itroops from the houdar of his felcphant, and not 
to be behind them in Afiatic voIuptuooCiels and 
fcnfoality, he gave huniyt up to the enjoyment of 
vloofe defires in an elegant fcraglio or zenpana, they 
mdulging^thc p&fiion of heroes in the ^rms of 
cfavourite concubines, after the tods and iangucs 
of the -field , if he had not the chaftity of SapJO, 
tn Ais promdcuous amoins- 
whilc the colonel was (hewing himfclf an cxccHec* 
praftitioner m caftern polygamy,-^ circumftarcs 
happened which difclo^cd his defpotic meafu^ 



wjlich no doii'b't he had adopted afrcr the ex'an’p’'C! 
, fomc of his prcdecclTors in military command, "i 
hillomn, my partiality ami admiration of the w 
lond s warlike aichieycmcnts, cannot inflpenecr 
■ “ P?'® hiscondtia, highiv culpable & 

wards Mr. \ irtuc, a much injured officer. Hi 
, calc or this gentleman, is but little known to* 

• f? ■ c ’ ,'f>““gh the rancorous illiberal pen ef 

.,Mr.Strachey, Lord Clive's Secretary, Mr.Vtttr, 
. m eonfequence of the redua,nn of the officer, pit, 

• ih/r?" '-7''“' wrote a letter o 

and if ‘^'*’2'’ his.comroifHoai 

mouffi 1 “''’i-'' f ?” 'W"k proper to grant b 

stvVcra» 


thrrVrvicc w ne protelTcd that eftectn 
“ er .Por Ills command.rg 

™nth^°“ 


officer, 

the month. , , , _ . - 

iffued !t“ ’PP'ioa.tion, the colon'l 

eraceful rr, order greatly injuriopi and dif- 

fnfuTt^hev oo^ of their honoir.,wh.tb 

warded to ffif'm rj”’' might be ior-* 

rcprefcntatinn council, th.ic nonif- 

mth aeal and fidfeTfit"""'? 

. .The coloni-t S Opinion. . • 

tulatidn, nof no this jpllexpof- 

But oidcrcd'mo/of'’rlf *’'* former, deciecsi 

ed kave tqrengn,.rh'JSS:’> 


.■’Mr. Virtu" h r f- '.I'i-. 

.diRercnt from ''hore'!!?!! honour viet 

■waited OT-himthe’Sthof 
'n the afternooiii'and about.thrce o clo 
•*3 tile colonel, in one 
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US orders, haH^decJarcd that/* The, fcrviccs.bf 
hb'meatis, dcfinible;' Mr.;Vir-;__ 
^ue’ .tliej-efDrc^ Iwye ‘to rcffAn his/cofnf ' 

ni/hort ’immcBjatriy-i ' upbri''whjch^n‘^ alfcrcattpri'" 
iiflcd between <he/:oIbncl 'an^ him, ' inTcfpcdt'\to' * 

\is ■5MteAded'''reUgniTibn; ’yfhicK.^Ac'Vcdloml Tc- , 
ctn^torUy'fefuTcy'.'ticr'bccep'i Ylnurreplied^ 
hat lie coulBt^hoi^vii}r^Kbnoil^''^Ierve'^nd^^^^ ^ 
frdcrsi''thac Jndecdlhe ‘Had infdrtti^d* (by^le^ter} ^ . 
hfe'^lonel-ophlslntenddn^to r3c6^'’St'tlic end 
be Wonth','- as the only 'arifwer which'th'fe dolo^ • 
et to that'’pfopof9TWas.in' a pnblic'br- ' 
erV' ^hich^ fefleded upbir his* Konout.', jThls.Mr/’J 
'irtce tcqdamted''itfe:,colbucl“\viis^hV Kafdn'pf'' 
is renghing noX^fmce-Kc/didiToj ch’u^^^ >blaUer;J 

it'orderJ jV^nd-^fccKlaying dotvh his’'cotT)mil!iclh‘'.' 
riilthe''c6Io'ner8 'tahle,' .told ’Jiitrt ‘tHat- he 'fh'buld,* 
',ayi' the encampment that evemng;-"a{km^'Him^if.*^'! 
rhad -^iny ■cdmmahd^:t6CaVddiu:it*‘’'N6; 'hbnd' ' ‘ 
:;all,T ‘anfwcT-cd'th'e^comncji'-' •,. '/'r '/) • 

-Mri'*y irtiic'^ retiifncc! Jp , his ''^tcrit' 'imnaetliateiy ’ 
ter-thiSj and pidered.’all his.baggage id be pack-' I 
V up|innaniljr;mady”fpr- He, ’ 

TbP •' tm'ticwtcri'aqt ‘.Colonel '* 
£ach s • J^h^-,ViKe 'commaDijaht lif the 'llnesj^ 
now when" He could C^ait ,oh' Kim,' '.and* acquaint " 
rn with his intchtidrii' to /leave' "the ’campi His’ ^ 
tvdnrbrdughc ■•hTml'WJrarihaV M'r’.'Wach' MSI 
return tb the''’- 

-rtV ' ‘ ^^^nihg ; 

l aeUrcd to jnib.hls pre-? 

the'^ 

complifnciit ha v/iDied! ’ 
i:pay tp^ the • Jf utcKant'coloncl^ hs" commandant’ '. 
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of ihc lines , when Mr. Virtue obferved hu fo 
vane coming towards him, he went to meet him, 
■and finding the colonel was up, ivalked towardi 
his tent, Mr Peach perceiving him, immediately 
mounted his horfe, wnich was ready faddicd at the 
door, and rode off to the rear that Mr. Virtue 
fhould have no opportunity to fpeak to him Mr 
Virtue returned to hU tent after this difappoint 
ment, and whilft he was walking before it ^vu!l 
fome gentlemen, Colonel Smith, mounted on an 
elephant, and Lieutenant Colonel Peach, with 
other officers on horicback, paffed by clofc to ha 
twe Mr. Virtue falutcd the colonel, and the ottfi 
officers m the fame refpeftful manner as ufuil, 
and endeavoured to fpeak to Lieutenant Colonel 
Peach, which he perceiving, bnflwly rode up on 
of Colonel’s Smith’s elephant, 
whenMr, Virtue obfervedhe fo loduflnoufly avoul 
ed being near him, he immediately called forhn 
horfe, and in full view of the troops whowerepa 
raacd for roll calling, rode out between the two 
Itfc hand battalions of the line, m fight of boih 
the colonels, who were within Icfs than one hue 

.'I'' 

. baked his people, returned back 

to the camp and fupped with fome of his fneofe 

ra!!te m^ht wlrhU" 

7'"“' Wived at Allahabad on f-s 
iini, wrote a letter to MajM 

W43 not mpeh ,nd.?p1rt5, ^"Sft ?e tjTld 

th/- 



-{ ^37 y 

the earliefl:''opportunit)r. of ^turning him thanks 
for the*’ civilities 'hV had received of him', and de- , 
fired 'to^'knOsv-.'his 'commahds for .Calcutta.'j >In 
antwer'id this letter, ' Mr/Virtue was hohoured .with . 
a vifit from’Major' Striiih*s‘adjutant,> who' informed 
him,=-thafhe hat! 'orders’ from the major’to putdjim 
iih'arreh;' bn- which he •informed- the adjtitant-that 
he wds' nb''military ‘manV^and flioulditherefore obey 
ho”" order''bf ’thatikind *, ?the5adjutant’rcplied,'(.thac ' 
h'^'apprehended if Mn-Virtub perliftcd’in that fc- 
fo!utidnhe\vbuld-hc’taken*op' by'^a’gbard. .'.'Mr, 
VirtiieV ‘anfwer 4\yas;r'tliatthe\oVJldi-not joppdfe 
"force 'tofforcc'jt But’as’heAvas.alffee-born Brinih 
fubje&i hc'dbiibtedlnotibuf'he (hould'find-.reliejf 
in ^thc jaWs-of'his'cauhtry ifbr/al];a£ls oftviolence 
and hpprenion/‘'which -Major Smithimighc , think 
propef-'tb 'cxercife* 'towards hirn— He had,th'en,a 
copy'o‘f‘ah'arreft'ih.writingdelivercd-t6'him,;ahd 
figned hy.the^'-adjuiant.-'-.'.This'.ioccarioned' Jvir. 
y irtuc'to. write^agaih t6‘M.ijor Smith, i'to 'acquaint 
•hini'tHaC'hc wai no foldicr,' 'nbridid he thinkihirn- 
felf fubjeft to 1 his =comiiiands;j therefore, could .nbt 
*bHeyiihcrn;'>and concluding\\v;th 'tHej fame* words 
he had rpokcuo.’the adjiitant/t -Mr. Virtue^ after 
'this,-- remained thrce>/or four, days ac 'AUahabad, 
Avithoiic funlicrVm'oleftation, -andithenlproceeded 
.'pubUckly 'down ihe'rivcr(to GhunaV'gUT,'rand'.after 
’■payiAg (his'xomplifnents! to ^>Major^;Gal^ie^,~ithe 
"'commanding 'officcriVcdntinucd his’ journey taiBa- 

• narcs and .Patna. i On Mr.-'Virtue^s arrivalat Ban- 

• kipoor,'he’was laid hbld'of by^a party of -leapqys," 
■whotedfried him to ‘iLicuccnRhc KuUan;o 5 \;i''-[this 

■ gentleman went' witH-.hlm’ -.tojCoJohebSiriRotert 
2^Barker,^thc comm^ri'dmgbfficcrj' Sir Robert^-who 
-VoL-. I'-Sy-l 1,' J:^>fcarce 
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fcarce deigned to look at Mr. Virtue, afkcd hha 
lie confidcred himfdf in the fcrvicc. Upon B 
anfwcring in the negative, Sir Robert ordered iMr, 
Fullarton to confine Mr. Virtue in ChalccyTo-sb, 
\vhicli was done in a moft fcvcrc and ignomir^j 
"hianner i he was fomc time confined to a W 
apartment which admitted the rain ; the unhcalthj 
fituaiion in which he was placed, brought on di- 
orders which he was doomed to fuficr, without ti; 
allKbance of a doclor; and he was long confiad 
before he knew what he was confined for, or upon 
•what principles he was detained. What a dif 
agreeable fituation Mr. Virtue mufi have been b, 
when informed that Lord Clive had fwom he would 
ulow him from a gun or fiiooc him, and the Irta 
•be was to expert v/as death of fome fort. ' Thde 
detUrations before a trial, were mod infamowi 
^ times when honeft fpirhed nxa, 
who wilhed well to their employers, were, undft 
various pretences, cruelly opprefled Nviih all the ag* 
•gravations of outrage,- and contumely. - 

"O' until the fificenth of fulytharMr. 
Virtue was broughfbefore a military court, unto 
“uy ‘ptntious notice. After lit 
-o Pnarfon) had at- 

Vhrne f r"!! charges againll him. Mn 

•rter ir the court would inform him,’“ vrl*- 
-to' will v' by the laws of the realm, 

- th« ^le^htn' ''tetcupon made anfeer, 

'■Sd ,u the prifoner, 'hy a letio 

-th'lRiMw ;a''™'y-‘=|e'>th of June laft, that it 
th- ‘Right Honourable the Commandefin Cniefi 
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pleafure, that he ihoiiW be tried as Toon zi mem- 
bers could be afiembled for that purpofe. i 
Mr. Virtue then obferved^to the court, that he 
had always declined appearing before any military 
court, being no military 'man; but fincc they had 
forcibly brought him before them fo unprepared* 
he begged leave to retife a few minutes, which 
requeft on repetition was granted ; but before he 
teiired, he mentioned to the court, that Colonel 
Sir Robert Barker was among the number' of wit- 
refies in the lift j he gave to the 'Judge Advocate, 
from Chaiccy Tomb, and ‘was furpnzed to find 
him fitting to judge him — Mr. Virtue was fiknccd 
;by the Judge Advocate, who informed him that 
Colonel Sir Roljert Barker had that peculiar pri- 
vilege of being both witnefs and judge. ' 

'When Mr. Virtue returned 'to the bar of the 
icourt-martial, he procefted agalnft the authority 
and*iurifdi£lion of the court, read the fame to the 
court, after which he laid the proteft: down upon 
,the table. The court was then cleared, and after 
.debating upon it abourhalfan hour. Me. Virtue 
. was again called in, and the prefident informed 
[him that the court had rcjccicd his proteft, 'and 
every part thereof, and that they would immc- 
cdiaiely proceed to the examination of witnefies for 
, the king, which they accordingly did ; and after 
, completing the evidence in fupport of the charge 
againft the prifoncr, the court defired Mr. Virtue 
) to prepare himfclf for his defence againft eight 
f oklock the next day. The court then adjoiiriicd 
till then, and he was remanded back to prifoh. 

' The court on Wednefday the fixteenth met ac- 
^ cording to adjournment and Mr, Virtue being 
[ brought 
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brought before them* by a guard as on the pre^ 
Ccdins day, was defired to make his defence; 


wvviiji- wji ucurea to maKc nis acrcncc; 

whereupon he again offered his proted. agairnl 
the iurifdlfUnn n( rh/. told 


^ ..w wucicu Ills pruicii. agai 

the junfdiftion of the court,! and* was again ton 
that his proted had been already rejefted, and tbt 
the court dill did rejeft ir, and therefore wilhcd 
him to make his defence; but Mr. Virtue refufed 
to plead before a court whofc authority and jurif* 
didlion he never could acknowledge. The court 
finding Mr. Virtue firm In his rcfolution of not 
pleading, required the Judge Advocate to endeavour 
to. get new evidence againd him, acknowledging 
that the charge againft Mr. Virtue had hitherto 
been but weakly fupported, by the depofitions 
already taken. They then adjourned till nextdayi 
they met and adjourned from day to day, from the 
lixvcenthof July to the twelfth of Auguft following, 
when they met, and Mr. Virtue was brought again 
eiorc them as on the foregoing days ; the Judg« 
Advocate being required to produce his frelh cv> 
dunce, againd Mr..Virtiie, made anfwer that he 
could produce no witnefs to prove that Mr. Virtue 
lIle.OTCBii but that 

cobr?' i’ proteft which he read to the, 

that he had received 62 
i i but there were, 

rcS r„ -r "'■™bcrs who had honefty enough to 
• haf uZ- ' Pn”P“‘?’- declared, \hat aa the? 

cVerv uarrH ™“r his faid protelt, and 

om L'i n'a Z'f’ “’'y ““'d not think of picking 
““ain^hfm n ■■ “*■ ■' “ bring in evidence 

hfm the Z’- 'boy ot the fame time refufed, 
Sm&ir 'bat .ended to do' 
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['ocate (if he had no evidence to produce) to‘clofc 
the profecution upon the evidence already given. 
Whereupon Captain Pcarfon, the Judge Advocate, 
proceeded to fum^up the evidence ■, the manner in 
which he did it being fo fingular, we beg leave to 
jive it at length in his own words. It gives a Juft 
dea of the times of his Lordftdp’s government, 
ind what his dependants were capable of doing— 
we Ihall throw a few reflexions upon the manner 
)f the Judge Advocate’s fummoning up the evi- 
dence, and will fliew that no fuch conclufion could 
|uftly be drawn therefrom. ‘ 

The Judge Advocate then obferved to the 
court. 

1. That it had appeared by the evidence of Co- 
lonel Smith, that the prifoner received his exprefs 
orders not to leave the camp without his permif- 
fion. That tlie prifoner had difobeyed thefe or- 
ders and defetted his charge, had appeared by the 
evidence of Lieutenant Colonel’ Peach j who, on 
the 9ih of May in the morning, reported him to 
Colonel Smith, abfent from camp; and that in 
confequence of this report, orders had been iflbed 
out to arreft him, which were produced in courr. 
That the prifoner himfelf had not thought proper 
to deny ihofe faXs, but had protefted againft the 
'authority of the court, alledging that he was no 
officer in the fervice,* and therefore not fubjeX to 
military laws. 

2. That the court, after having heard the pri- 
foner, read the faid proteft, rejeXed it, conflder- 
ing the prifoner as fubjeX to their jurifdiXion. 

3. That jt had appeared that the prifoner, in his 
letter cq ColonX Smith of the 6th of May, agreed 
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to ft'fve to the end of the faid month, which is 
fufficienc.coQtracl for the fimitted time. 

4^^ That he confidered himfelf as an 
bearing the rank of Lieutenant, had appeared bj 
his figniog himfelf as fuch in a letter of the 7th cf 
May, addrefied to Colonel Smith, by the 
part of the Korah detachment, 

5 ; That he was mullcred as a Lieutenant in tit 
fcrvice, on the firfl of May, had appeared by the 
evidence of Mr. Cobham, commillary. 

6. That his pay lor May Jaft had been drawa 
by the commanding oficer of the battalion he be- 
Jonged to, m the cuftomary manner of thefer* 
Harper evidence of- Captain 


his proreft had 

month of May, had appeared by the faid proteft. 
CQorr Advocate further ofaferved to the 

nmv ; r«F« bar always been, and 

fanTrl ’.n r h r “ Lieutinanr of la- 

thirtv-nnp arvice, forcrery month containirg 
Eatta, &c ar^^’ other allowances ol 

0 Lfkew^? “"“'dioary and occaf.onA 
Wi?hthe^^r5 ,^"'1.'" °f <he fame nature 
heh’s received^ h’ pnfoncr acknowledges 

as fofficienf evidenertherMr"'*"*”'^ " 
prot\ td^onnderS“Se'1-'^‘’ 

thorifed to condemn 1 a -' 'u? “ '‘"S-'')' 
Advocate ConclS TvirS'r''™* ""L •’"t 

onroes the nrifon,., oWerving, that the 


oriroes the prifoner h 1 'hat the 

tlwly proved by fuffier^rnSl,,;™'’’ 


The 
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^ ’fhc court being deaVed, and the prefidettt and 
nembers having taken into mature 'confideration, 
he evidence , agninft the prifoner^ they, were of 
opinion that he was guilty of the crimes laid to 
us charge, viz. dlfohedicncc of .Orders and defer- 
ion. The firfl of which being a breach of the i ft 
irticle of the 5th,feftion of the ankles of 'war, 
;hcy have fentenced him, and he is 'herebyjen- 
:enccd to bci caHiiered with infamy, by having -a 
'word and'efpontoon broke over his head, and a 
a(h cut in pieces before him, at the'^head of all 
;he troops cantooned at BanUpoor. ^ 

We (hall not trouble the public with the particu- 
lars of what the N^iincncsdcpofedi ,thc Judge Ad- 
vocate called on them to fifpporc the charge againft 
Mr. Virtue i we fiiall confme ouVfelvcs^entirely to 
his fummoning up the evidence, and^ charge to the 
court, which appears to have been 'done with all 
the acrimony of party, and ihfolencc of office. 
Wc {ball be very fuccinft in our obfervations, but 
that uc maybe properly underfibod, we bive 
numbered the paragraphs. 

' ift. It muft be noticed, that Mr. Virtue was* 
ordered into confinement at the inftance of Co- 
lonel Smith ; another evidence js therefore want- 
ing, to confirm what the colonel may advance, sis 
proof againft M'r. Virtue. What Colonel Pcack 
depofed was nothing againft Mr.Wirtue,^it was a 
natural confcquencc ; if he was not prefent he muft 
be abf nt j how is this made difobcdicnce Of 
orders; it cannot by the accufer Colonel Smith 
telling him fo. • - t 

It IS a known faft, that Mr. Virtue left the de- 
tachment, and went off with all his things, dn pre- 
fence of both the colonels, who were m front of 

the 



the^ troops drawn up for roll-calling. Colond 
Smith was in the houder of his elephant, and 
Lieutenant Colonel Peach on horfeback, who re- 
mained fome time, and looked at Mr. Vmuf, 
with his fervants, who were between fifteen Cf 
twenty in number. May not we now adt Colonel 
Smith why he did not immediately fend for Mr. 
"Virtue, if he looked upon him as an officer, to 
know the caufeofthis, and enquire thercafonwh) 
he was not with his battalion upon the parade 
Why did not Colonel Smith, if he'thoughc Mr 
Virtue had deferted, lend a pofitive order c 
Major Smith who commanded in Allahabad Fort, 
to make^ him a pnfoner on his arrival there. All 
,that Major Smith did, was, that when Mr. Virtu! 
fenc him a letter, acquainting him of his arrival, 
and that he would do himfelf the pleafure of waiting 
on him to receive his commands at Calcutta— ’it 
adjutant to put him under an arreft, butoi 
Mr. Virtue’s making anfwcr that he could notobc) 
he w.as no officer, he received no mo's 
meflages from the major, though he remained 
lome days rafter at Allahabad ; though it appWB 
that Major^Smith was examined, the Judge Ad- 

_ ev dence of what he faid. Why did not the cob 
nel whenhc fent an order to Mr. Sage, rcfidcnt 
^at Banares, to fetze on Captain Parker, and 
fend him word to by 
.hold of Mr. Virtue who was hkewife there. And 
why did not Sir Robert Barker when-Mr. Virtue 
^ Ueutenant Fullarton, im* 
rt- e y, order him into confinement, without 
alking him the queftion, or if he confidered hini- 

fclf 
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as'in' the fetvice. ' It plainly appears by (His 
nanner of adingi (hey endeavoured to draw Mr. 
/^ircueinto'aq error; by 'which they might take 
Ln advantage-bf him ; but finding him too much 
jpbn his'guardj they .were determihedat all events 
0 confine him with the hopes of finding out a 
:rime againft'hlm afterwards. ' , 

Ifthis'was hot the cafe, whywas'hc hot'infor- 
hed v;hen 'made a prifoner, of the crime he was 
joilty of. "The judge advocate acknowledges that 
he did not inform him.tintUthe aSthof June,' and 
Mr. Virtue was made on the yth.'.' ' • 

■ "ad, 36,' 4th, and 5lh. Mr. Virtue's .writing a 
letter to cdloheVSmiih, telling him.'ihat'hc'syould, 
refianat.the end. of the month, furcly could hot 
be binding upon him, when ihe'colbnel.aficrwards 
told him in public ordtrsV‘thac he did not^defiro 
hU'fcTvices } Mr. Virtue did on the 7th confider 
,hin^felf an officer, ].(<^hnfe;queritly rhufi: have^bfcen 
muftere'd)‘but'it \yas only ' umil he knew from the 
cplonel whsthcT or not bis offer of feivice was ho- 
.nourably accepted of jvyhen he foun'dl ihat.riot.to 
.be the cafe, he infifted ‘ upon refigning* irnmedi* 
ateU'/ and did accordingly lefign to Kim'hls coni:' 
'midion.- ^ . 

fith.and'yth., Mr.'Virtue’s pay being drawn m 
th'e'cufioihary.raanncr/'docs by nd-mca.ns” afiedc 
.him, hbr is it proof agamft him In favinV, That 
he acknowledged to have received ru- 

pees in the' month of May b/.his prerif:.' wksa 
• iheprotcftand every part of /(was rejr&d’by the 
court.- .Thh is moft lnvidioussnd unfair. - - 
Sth and;9\h.’ Though fixry.tna = 1 - 

.ways been and now iv^HecCfiomarV pav cf 
voL. HI. j ‘ 
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Ilftutenant : yet it was a fadt alfo, that every lisu' 


tenant in the feapoys, which Mr. Virtue was a 
lieutenant of, lias monthly allowance which ex» 
adtly correfponcis with their pay, whether the 
month contains 28, ap, ^o, or 9 r days; how then 
could the ju'lge-advocate determine whether it 
was this allowance or lus pay Mr. Virtue men- 
tioned in his proccft ? Mr. Virtue did not ac- 
knowledge having received his pay, but to have 
received fixty-two rupees by his proreft. 

^ loth. VVe will leave to the impartial public to 
judge, how far the court, was right in rejefting 
Mr. Virtue’s proteft and proceeding In the man- 
nerthey^lid. We beg leave entirely to differ h 
opinion with the judge advocate for the crimcsi 
i, orders and defertion are not in 

the fraalleft degree proved by any evidence which 
appears upon an examination of his own charge." 

A very worthy member of that court-martial, 
lieutenant colonel Graham, who was then a captain, 
has often been heard to fay, that he would give 
hve hundred guineas to be legally relcafed from 
his oath of fecrecy. When the fentence of the 
court-martial was communicated to Mr. Virtue by 
the brigade majors it tvas accompanied by the fol- 
owing letter from himfelf; ns itconteys the faf- 

and hP roan who were on the fpof, 

and Ins friends in particular, I beg leave to infert 

tranfmlr.Vi!'''’ L"*'"'" I mun be the 

fwnL How much tah 

’ “«'«sroei I am equally confeious how fenn- 

bly 
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bly every friend feels for yon. I could, though 
fuL'h a I’ubjc^it cannot fail to move with concern, to 
datnp with melancholy every line, write much to 
try to comfort >ou in your fituation ! But 1 am for-' 
ced abruptly, through uneahnefs, to break off, 
\yuh alTuringyoU} 

John Jones.’’ 

To fum up the abfurd ind illegal proceedings of 
this court-Martlal, more odious than thofe of the 
ftar-chftmber ; their incompetency is proved from 
the following cifcumllances of Mr. Virtue's cafe. 

He was called in the i 6 ih of July, before the 
court martial, and dtfired the fecond time of his 
appearance, to mikc out his defence ; on his de- 
nying the legality of the court, and protelling 
againft U, the court adjourned for want of fuffici- 
cnievidcncc, and dcUrtd the julge. advocate to 
endeavour to get new evidence. They adjourned 
from time to time until the J2ihof Auguft, and 
then the judge-advocate informed the court that 
he cannot produce any wiinefs to prove that Mr/ 
■ Virtue received pay lor the month of May, and 
yet in fumming up the evidence, , he would make 
11 appear that Mr. Virtue’s own proieft, which the' 
Court had refufed to admit, was good evidence a- 
gainft him i becaufc fixty-two rupees happened to 
be meniiQhed in it,* which he conftrued into pay, 
though they were no fuch words in the proteft, and 
bccauTe a lieutenant’s pay is fixty-twey rupees when 
. the month confift of ibitiy-one days. 

This lawlefsoouit, found upon the 1 2th of Au- 
guft, without having examined one witnefs, fuffi- 
cienc proofs to find Mr. Virtue guilty of the crime 

laid 
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laid ro his charg**, and to dtfgncc him by a mol 
iniqmtou and degrading fcntrnce 

When Mr Vertue arn\ed m Eiighrd, h' 
brought an action aj,ainft lur 1 Ciivc fjr falfe ira 
prifonment, m full alTunrcc oi receiving fomefi* 
tisfaition, thougli not id-q latc to the injury fit 
the crutl t-eirment 1 c httl recciv ed Luc his lord 
Chip's character Ind not )cc been explored to th 
public, and hi* good fortune fupporicd, }ct hii 
drooping trophies 

1 he aojooo Mantras, « horn Colortcl Smith had 
imagined rendy to invade the 1 mg’s domar , 
'vhich lay bejond our ally Sujah al Dowlah’s do 
minions, did fo infatuate the jury \ ith an on** 
mon ofMr Virtue’s guilt, for having refigred ti* 
comin^iflion at the time of this ideal danger, tht 
they brought in a verdiift for his lordfljip 
So uncertain law is, that u hat is reputed 
to day may be declared the contrary tomorrow 
and a poor oppretTed roan, s ho expedts from the 
the injuries done 
fure,nfrcrthea 

bem Wdanng MoUmn of pc fonjl h 

riches l>is cjufe, ^ 

fev '’■= fnends reflored ,o .hccompanj’s 

ever the r^® Ta'° fiacding , ho. 

.nm.ed by b,s Wd t 

’ coin- 
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:ommIfiion to' the fameaftof juftice an<^ humanl- 
:y, could they diveft themfcK’cs of party connec- 
:‘ion5 pufibnimous apprehenfions, and fhameful 
prejudices. ' , . , ^ 

Give'me leave, gentlemen of the direefrors to ad^ 
Irefs you on this important fubjeft, and to ^afic 
y'ou fome queftions relative to the moil flagrant 
ifts of oppreflion and fordid knavery committed^ 
by your chief fervants, for fifteen years 

Have not your predecefibrs in the direction a-? 
dopted the invariable maxim, to fide with the opu- 
lent, the tyranical and the rapacious, and to with- 
draw their protection from the injured, the opprefi* 
fed, and the guiitUfs ? 

Have they ever made an cxamplary punifiiment 
of men in high Haiion, in civil or military capacity, 
who have been the inftigators of princes cruelly 
murdered and unjuftly depofed ; of the abettors of 
the mod riefarious deeds } frauds, plunders and mo- 
nopolies; of men who have difgraced . the Bricifh' 
name, and the company of merchants they repre- 
fent ; of villains who havediveflqd>faml(lied, perfet- 
cured and ruined nations and individuals, Indian and 
Bricifli fubjedts? if fomc have been fufpended for 
a time, they hav'ebcen reftorcdio their former Na- 
tions or their ^ command. , Have they evcr.ef- 
poufed the caufe of their faithful inferior fervants, 
2 nd generoufly contributed to their fupport, when ' 
forced to feek for redrefs, at an enormous cxpencc 
in Weftminficr-hall ? Had they found in Leaden- 
liali-fireet the i^uftice and Gibsfaid’jnn,, wbjcJx tliey 
ought to espeit and {o demand, government had 
never interfered in your interior admifiration, all 
the branches which were, corrupt and vicious, the 

records 
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records of parlnment which I fliall open in i’** 
following numbers, exhibit fuch horrid fccresci 
wickednels and inquity as will b- an indtltbled^ 
grace upon fotne ot ) out prefidenrs, generals ^rj 
their cmplojers 

The time is happily come that every attempt cf 
a chartered company to enflave their fellow tub 
jcfls will not pafs unpunilhed, if the Amenra'i 
colonies arc likely to withdraw their alicgta"i,c 
from the bed of fovcreigns, for fomeacts of 
liaments calcula’^ed to check their mutinois Ipi 
rit and reftrain their tndc What have jou ta 
expeft from fovercigns and nations^ }ou have 
lufitred to be reduced to the moll ignonimot 
^al^aUge, and the moft into erable ihraldon f on 
)our countr) men, whom jou have ungeneroufi) 
forfa! on, in thtir complicaied difaders and calam 
tics Should the fame fpirit of perfccution 'indr 
Jiidicc, influence the council of Bengal, I hope there 
IS viriu" enough m fomc of )our^rvanis injured, 
to obtim redrtls igamft ungrateful mailers, in their 
ov n cnunqc and refolution Your commerce a-'d 
) our empire may be irretrievably lolt m the co* 
vulfivc panes of rage and dcfpiir 

Having b*g3n the colonels campaign h di- 
crounv, It IS not in our power to fupport the irony 
to the conclufion * * 


I he coioncl no longer able to 1 cep up the idei 
o a aratta rmv invading the Korah province, 
and tJi- ryns fctting in, he thought prdper on the 
Sotnof Ml) toaidrcfihislo'dfhip in the folio viaj 


,1 V ’^^'taita's having n a !e ano’her n arch to 
the N. W. icwardsGuaUar, it leaves me at liL-ri/ 

W 
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:o a£t without apprehenfion. By the 4th I*mtend 
;o brcik up this catnp and icnd the troops with aU 
expedition to Allaha^d»** 

7 his only and ever metnorable Bengal cam- 
paign of tlie colonel’s Ijcing now at an end, it re-' 
■nains to difpel the cloud of falfe rumours which 
>varped the judgments of many, who were notac- 
juaintcdwlth the circumftanccsandfecret caufe for 
propagating thefe reports. We will even prove 
:hat the colonel himfelf was fenfible there was no 
juft caufe of apprehenfion of the Maratta’s inva- 
ding the company’s Ally’s dominions, or he was* 
unworthy of the Ration he held. ' . 

If the colonel really imagined the Maratta’s 
w ere rcfolved to invade the Korah province, fhould 
he not rather have encamped the troops under his 
command on the banks of the Sumna, where they 
^yero fuppofed to enter, mftead of the Ganges 
which left the enemy a fpace of fifty or fixty 
miles of country to devaft, before they could 
reach his encampment; and what end couldan- 
fwer the throwing up of lines? it was only putting 
the company to a great cxpencc for no purpofc 
whatever ; and they were even fo fooliflily ill con- 
trived, that had the enemy made their appear- 
ance, he muft have left them and gone into Suraja- 
poor, otherwife that city mufl have been plundered 
m fight of his army ; but a (Irongcr reafon than 
this wouUl have forced him to It ; he could noc 
have fupphed his httle army even with the com- 
mon neccfiariesofiifc; and he hadfived hh fheep- 
P“n, for it cannut be called with propriety by 
any other name at fo great a diflance from the ri- 

' ver ; 
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ver : tint he wouU have been obliged to quit It, 
merely forwantof water. 

Whenthefecond brigade was ftaticnedatAlU’ii- 
bad, it was Only until the Nabob Sujahal Dowh^i 
Ihould make good the fixili article of the treaty ef 
the ideh of Auguft, 1^65. The loth aritclefa)*,’ 
As foon as this treaty is executed, theEngliCi 
** forces fliall be withdraw'n from the domintow 
** of his highnefs, excepting fuch as may be ri- 
ll cefTary for the garnfon of Chunar, dr for ifii 
^ defence and protection of the king in the citycf 
Allahabad, if his majclly fhould require a forct 
for that pufpofe.** 

The company being la alliance with the cm* 
perors of Hindottan, and the nabob SiiUh al 
t treaty jiad^ agreed to proteit J^6 
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?.$ 9 genfral - A faithful difintereftcd femnt woulcl 
only have afted in concert with Su)ah al Dowlah 
when called on by that prince, and not flopped 
forth the champion, to waftc the blood and trea- 
fureof his employers to defend his dominions, when 
Sujah al Dowlah had an army fufficient to oppofe 
them, laying inaftivc in the cenire of his domini- 
ons. As nn officer, the colonel ougne to have - 
marched with his four battalions to the banks of 
the Jumna, and there to have oppofed the Ma* 
ratta’s coming into the country, inftead of throw- 
ing up entrenchments at Sora)poor, the whole 
breadth of the Korah province, from the place 
the enemy were fuppofed to enter at. 

It was rumoured about that fifty thoufand 
French were encamped at Bologne ready to be 
tranfported w Hidings, and that this was the 
place, and no other they could land at. What 
Ihould be done to an Englifli general, who inflead*^ 
of marching to HafUngs went and encamped his , 
> army at Liverpool, and belides put the nation to 
- twenty or thirty thoufand pounds expence for en- 
trenchments ? 

The colonel in his letter of the 30th of May to 
hislordffiip mentions, that the Maratta*s had made 
another march to the N.Wt towards Guallar : 
they did fo, but they were marching in their own 
country, making a little tower, as the colonel was 
doing, in the Korah province j they were even 
beyond the mountain which lay about thirty or 
factv coC?. CoAsth. o? iJlaApet. Before; tVit ccAorjtl 
made fuch an uproar, he ooght^to have allowed 
the poor Maratta’s to have been out of their own 
country, and to the northward of thefe mountains, 
VoL. Ilf. U march- 



[ '54 T 

marching in full gallop E. N. E* and then tied 
then Sujah al Do\Vlah ihouid have been prefent. 

Colonel Smith has the honour of being the 6rft 
Britilh commander who ever entrenched himfclf 
from a few Maraita horfe ; there was nev'er a 
fubaltern in Ins detachment but Would have beat 
them with half the troops he had under his com- 
mand. Why did he not call m the alliftance of 
the reft of his 'brigades from Allahabad, if he vvaJ 
afraid to face them in the field rather than thfbff 
Up entrenchments, when two-thirds of his brigades 
were laying inaaivc at Allahabad. 

Colonel Richard Smith having obtained the com- 
mand of theafmyat Allahabad, and with, that ftc 
direftion of the king Shah Allum, had an extenfive 
fieldopen to him, in which he foon difplayed hisabi- 
iitics, not only as a great general, but as a confuiR* 
mate jiolttician, farmer, financier and merchant. 
He took into his fervice one Kellaram who haJ 
^ fervant of ^Setabroy, afierw ards ibade nabob 
of Patna, jn whofe name he took from the king 
’a grant of the fubahftiip of Allahabad, which for 
near three years he held at the rate of feven lacks 
per annum, and thereby made an immenfe annual 
prohr. He alfo obtained from Suiahal Dow lab, a 
£ant of exclufively making all the faltpetre pro- 
prince’s dominions in the name of 

"2"^® of tHe oftenfible 
TTipnr procured the pay- 

¥\ahv » allowed yearly by the com- 

^'"g* and in the name of one Vincv 

rinn*? V Allahabad, while he (h 

Honed his brother captain John Smith at Banaras^ 
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\i\io lilvC\v)re hcH the mint ^ that city in the name 
of his ban) an Cahchurn The ufe of thefe mints 
svas extremely convenient, for whentnere was too 
much bufinefs at Allababati, the colonel nfed to 
confign his treafure to his broiheraiBanaras, where, 
and at Alhhabid the rupees fent up from Bahar,as 
well for the payment of the king’s ftipend as for 
the payment of the troops, were fw eared into vi- 
picry rupees, and ifTued at a rate which yielded sl 
profit of eighteen percent to the concerned 
1 Jus bufmels w as too profitable to be eafily aban- 
jJoned, and therefore under a pretence that Spjah 
?1 Dowlah had enercafed his army with hoftile in- 
tentions the company's troops confifting of nine 
battalions of feapoys, one regiment and two batta- 
lions of Europeans, with t\ o companies of artil- 
lery nnd three troop of cavalry were detained at 
Alhhabad* upon double batta But the poor 
was not lautothe manaoement of his ownofficers^ 
for when they a anted their accounts to be fettled, 
they cooftantiy applied to our colonel, who for 
prcfentirg an arzee to the king, and getting hirti 
to fign It for the psfTing of an account of fifty 
lacks, IS faid to have received fix lacks as a re- 
ward from Ivlonccr nl Dp^vlah, who on account of 
the obftruflions he met with m his bufinefs, has 
hern Kno\ n on this ocdfion tq have faid to an 
XngUfli gentleman, 

hleync linuarko, bliooka dtkhkerke, tookrah 
phenl dea hong . 

I faw ih- nntmal was hungry, and I threw him 
‘^amoiftl” 


The 



The mifunderttanding with Sujah al DowUh 
was fomented until the poor governor of Calcutt? 
was frightened or cajoled to confent in November 
1768, to a deputation of our colonel with Mr. 
John Cartier and Mr. Claud RulTcI, which coll 
the company four lacks of rupees, and on which 
Smith and RulTel obtained very confidcrable pre- 
fents from Sujah Dowlah. 

By thefe means our colonel foon encreafed his 
mite, and returned to his native country, wher: 
his wealth enabled him to corrupt the Englilh bur* 
gefles of Hindon, but he found virtue enough 
in the Britifh fenatc, to deprive hirrtof a feat ac- 
quired by notorious bribery gnd the inglorious arts 
of his delpicablc agents. 

^ As the nation called aloud for a parltamcntan’ 
inauiry, in regard to the tranfadlions of the Bail 
India company’s fervants, on w-^tch the noble lord 
invefted with the fupreme civil and military com* 
mand in Bengal had hadfo powerful an influence, 
we fhall have the farisfa^tlon of exhibiting to ths 
public thefe^ rapacious and tyrannical culprits, fc- 
vrral of which were members of the legifJature, 
that they could neither biafs nor corrupt, by thcif 
*i,'®r "ches in their true colours at the bar of 
the felcfl and fccret committees of this augufl af* 
lembly. If their iniquitous deeds have pafled un* 
pumihed, their names will (land upon record no- 
ted with difgracc ^nd infamy. 


Narra* 
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S^arrai'n'e of the dcfeftion of the officers of tha 
army m BengM 11^ the year 1766, taken from 
the report of the committee of fecrccy appoints 
ed by the Houfc of Commons to eni^uire into 
the 4 te of the Baft India company,^ 

The mutinous defe£lion of the officers of the ar- 
my m Bengal, Iri the year 1766, is an eventfcarce- 
lytobe paralleled m the hiftory,of any age or 
country. In order to give as diftinft an account: 
as poffible of fo confufed a feene, it may be ne.* 
ccflaryito explain the circumflance which is al- 
ledgcd to have given rife to the combination, aU 
though the eye of an impartial obferver on the fpot 
could not fail to difeover, that the licentious oif* 
pofmon of the company’s civil fervanis not only 
coincided with, but aficuaiiy inlcSted the cmVitary 
branch. . '■ 

It Is many years fince the Eaft India company, 
in conftderauoP of the cxiraotdmary expences and 
inconveniencleS unavoidably incurred ^the cam- 
paigns in that country, indulged the officers in 
their fervice with 3 certain allowance per diem, ex- , 
clufive of their p«ty ♦ this allowance originally 
went and ftill goes by the name of ,“Batta,” or 
field expences. 

When the EngUfh forces took the field, incon- 
junflton with the nabob Jafficr Ally Cawn, afcec 
the battle of PlalTey, our military expences wero, 
agreeably to treaty, defrayed by bl«> exceWency ^ 
who likewife thought proper to encreafe the emo- 
luments of the officers, by granting them a dou- 
ble allowance, which of courfe obtained the name 

of 
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pf double Batta and lord Clive at that tim?, 
Jn order that the gentlemen Should not too con6 
dently depend upon the continuance of this ncir 
touniy, rcprefenied to them, that it was merdlyj 
temporary indulgence of the nabob, an indulgence 
not enjoyed by our officers in any other part cf 
India, and could only continue to thofe in Bengal 
during his excellency’s plcafurc. The cxpence of 
this double batta however, though firft introduced 
•and paid by Jaffier Ally Caw n, 'ivas, miprocefsof 
time, thrown upon the company ; who, uiwiil*’ 
Jing to aclopc iiich an expenfive precedent, not 
xrithftanding the revenues of feveral diftri&of 
lands had been affigned over by the nabob to die 
■company for defraying the charges of the armj, 
Tepeatedb ilTued ’orders, in the mofl pofictvt 
■terms, that it ffiould be abohfhed , but the iitui* 
lion of their milirary and political affiiirs inBeJi- 
gal, was fo frequently critical, and the fuptnoc 
Jervants tn the civil branch fo averfe, perhaps 
through want of rcfoluiion, to abridge the ofHcers 
o any emolument; that ‘3 remnnftrance from the 
army never failed to convince the governor ard 
' '^propriety of ffich a refolutton 

the accomplilhing 

r PJ'^d^pon lordChve mihLear 1764, 
■-Tors cf t n°, ^ eonfraj, court of pripr.e- 

a'-ccot norp" > 0 -flock, (iieVas prevailed upon 10 
With re&liir: j'r- °f BchgjI, 

purfueT^fmu rlf" u ‘’''■"“'■'ftsdners he fleadlly 
IfuTh Te^fhreTa r '’™’ hf^^rival at Calculi/, 
Te Teat m „„r calculated to efia 

the treat purpofea of h„ appolntiacnt ; and ihe 

tr?nf 
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hnquil!t> of tile countrv being tlis nectflary 
;Tound ^^ork of all oilier p-rmanent regulations; 
le concluded as foon as pofflble, a general peace 
hroUghout the prov inces, upon teems both ho-» 
loucablc and adrantageous ter the company. 

The war being ended, it was judged proper to 
’ ithdraw our forces from the dominions ot our new 
Uly, Sujih Dmvlah, and to quartet them at fuch 
daces, and m fuch dividons, as would not only 
jc mofl: conducive to the health of the foldiers< 
3ut mod convenient for furnifhmg detachmentSi 
nhich from time to time^ might be required to 
aHift tn the colleftion of the revenues, or to march 
upon other accidental femces The whole^irmy 
Was regimented, dgteeably totheplan'pTOporedby 
lord Clwe, and approved of by the company, be-* 
fore his lordlhip embarked for India It was alfo 
divided into three brigades^ each brigade confift- 
ing of one regiment of European infantry, one 
company of artillery, fi- battalions of fespoys (or 
black infantry) and one troop of black cavalry, 
with field officers m proportion 

The firll brigade was ordered to gdrnfon Mon- 
rghyr ^300 miles from Calcutta) under the com- 
mand of lieutenant colonel SirRobert Fletcher, in 
I the abfence of brigadier general Carnac, who had 
been Called down to the precedency , 10 take Ins 
feat at the fcledt committee, of w hich the court of 
directors had appointed him a fnember The 
third brijrade, comnunded by rnlanfJ 
Baker, was cantoned at Bankipore near Patna, 
about too miles beyond Monghyr, and the fc- 
cond brigade, commanded by colonel Sniith,was 

Rationed 
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Rationed at Allahabad, aoo miles beyond Patni, 
by the earneft defire of the king and Sujah al 
Dowlah, in order to Iccurc them agalnft the invi* 
fionofthe Moratta's^ until they Ihould have fifi* 
ciently. recruited their own army> which the length 
of'-the lace war hadalmoll entirely deftroycd. 

■ Therertoralionof peace and public tranquliitf, 
together with the eftablilhmcnt of a more pcrftd 
iyftem of military difctpltne and fubordinalioa 
than could have been effcftcd before the regi- 
menting of the troops, afforded a favourable op- 
portunity for carrying into execution the com- 
pany’s infirudUons relative to the redudtionDftie 
batta. 

. Orders ^7cre accordingly iffued by the feltd 
committee to the following cffefV, viz. That oa 
the ift of January, 1766, the double baw 
ihould ceafe, excepting with the fecond brigadf» 
which, on account of the high, price of provifi 
ons at Allahabad, and the cxpence of procuriig 
the neceffary Europeans articles at fo great a di- 
ftance from the prcfidcncy, were to be alloael 
the double' batta in the field, and the old original 
fingle batta in cantonments, or in garrifon, unnll 
they Ihould be recalled within the provinces ; for 
'the fame reafons half fingle battas was to be coo* 
troops at Patna and Monghyr; but 
the reft of the array, not engaged in actual 
Mce, we mean, the detachments at the prefidenc}'* 
ntfubordinatc faftories, and Coromandel, thath 
no batta at all. 

The officers had been too fucccfsful in their 
rcmonfiranccs againft former orders of the H’ 
nature, to omit prefering them upon this occa- 

fio’i* 



fkin: ■. The poruive orders of the company werci 
iiowevef, iirged •; 

Clivc.and the fcIcdt.cVrhmittee flatter them mth 
any .hopes that the indulgence of '.double batta 
would be, prolonged beyond the. time 'Hmited { 
the icdudidn’actotdihgly took , place on -iUe^ firtt 
day of the new year i the geritlerhen of the army^ 
,wiih whatever fcliidancc; .thought proper for the 
.prefent to acquiefce j* and all fcornplaint feemed to 
liavc entirely fubfidcd.' But this was only an ap-, 
peafaticeof fubrniflion ^ privaitc rheetings and con- 
lultauons.were Held upon the fubjedt jn each bri- 
gade j .iecrei'cdmrhiitees were formed under the 
dcnofhihauon of free-mafbris lodges, and means of 
bbiaining redfe^ devlfed, Avhich feemed’ to have 
jio other titieihauve ihana m\3tiny of the \vbole ar- 
my, confiftln^ of_2djbdo*”mcn; and.* m'confe'- 
quence, the extirpation of the' Ehglim company, 
in' Bengal, , They Had no’ . idea, • perhaps’,’^ thac 
'things could com« to fuch*extrem'Itics-;‘| the’ir mca- 
fiUM were calculated merely' for” compelling the 
a'dtninillration m a'renewal of the. battap.bv' a ge- 
neral rcHgnaition oCtheU co'mmiflionsi .without re-, 

garding^thc probable cdnfe'qhcncesVto'.themfelvesV 

of to the public } and uhanimit^'V they' doubted 
hot,. i\ou!d,enfutc,fucccfs. This farming co’m- 
..binaiioh was dflgtn3l!y planned in Deccrhb'er 176 ^^ 
or. January ,1766, at .Monghyf, and from'- thence 
propofed to'thc. captains and fub'aU'efns dfihe fc- 
cond and third brigades. ..The fiflt letter that ap- 
10 ha'vc Hcen-written, ytas to the officers in 
garrifon at Allahabad, wKo iminediatHy Ha’d' a 
.TOtctlng to deWre tbc’,matter ; at this meeuhg a 
, letter was alfd produced frpm the third i brigade ^ 
, VoL. III. .X'. but 
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bVt btfore they determined upon an anfwer (oei 
ther, they wrote to a detachment Of their own bii- 
^de, cncampdd acKorah; who confidering them- 
lelves ^upon a«5tual fervice, replied, Thai th «7 
could no^in honour immediaitly join in the defec- 
tion; but that, after the expiration of their pr^ 
fent feiTice, they would not continue to holdtheif 
commffions to the prejudice of thofe gentlemen 
who fhould refign ^ 

^ The officers of thelartie corps at Allahabid, be- 
wg on duty m a frontier garrifon, concluded tbey 
were as much uponaftual fervicc as thofe employ* 
® therefore concurred with the 

refolution of the Korah detachment. Such was ihi 
purport of the an%r feni to the third brlgactr, 
wu a requeft that it might be communicated to 
ty them to the firft. This ftaie of neutrality, 
however, was not long preferved : the fcfttimeatr 
^ i"? Second brigade foon gave way to 
mfatuation, as if the number of afto.^ 
a€tion ; and thefe gentle* 

rdilrsl retained by fofflt 

' P"‘>':'ple, grew in the end as onttagcoos, 

cta;Zbtpcr“ 

°f cottcfpondmce 

"lelters^thar authority to anfwer sH 

to aetce tn affociates, a"J 

■as P'^Pof'. '■“Ch re'*” 

Ihott time j™'' fubalretns wire in * 

lhrXTa„«‘ „d'‘*' re thohaad.of 

dSed to 2 ‘^'“""-reafers, in order to be 
orjivctodlo the commanding officers of the ref- 
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ncflive bnga^^cS, ‘on the firft of JnnB, which was- 
the day fixed upon for the general refignatlon; 
though* to give a colour of moderation to' thei^ 
proceedings, they determined to make' an offer 

of their Cervices as yplonteers till the 15th of the 

lame month, by which time th?y imagined a final' 
pnfwcr might be obtained from lord Cbvc, or the 
Iciest committee^ jn their/avour. , 

All officers upon detached parties, of whom . 
there Were a confitlcrable number, in various and 
diftant parts of the country, were written to by 
their particular friends, or in the ‘name of the 
brigade to \\ hveh they belonged, earneftly prefling 
them to enter into the combination, ^nd not to di- 
vulge the affair. With rc^rd toihofe who were 
ptcFcnt doing duty with their refpedliye brigades, 
they bound themfeWes by ^ folemn oath to fecrety, 
and kept it fo ftridlly, that even the field officers 
upon thefpot enterramed not the leaft fufptcion of 
what was going forward: they were likev.ife fworu 
to prefetve, even at the hazard of their own lives, 
the life of any officer whom the rigour of the 
couTt-inania\ might condemn to death. But m 
order as far as pofiible, to avoid incurring the pe- 
nalties of mutiny and defertion, they determined 
<0 refufe their ufual advance of pay for the month 
of June 

As an expedient to prevent any recantation in 
ihis confpiracy, each officer bound himfelf in a 
penalty bond of five hundred pounds not torc- 
accept his commiffion, jf offered, except upon 
condition of having the allow aijcc of doable batra 
Kuored : and, to obviate the tnjsforrunc of Lord 
Lhvc s proving fo rcfolute as to reiedt their d^ 

■' ^onds. 
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mandsj a fubfcnption was raifed among them- 
i«lves, each fubfcribmgin proportion to Ws ranks 
befidcs which, a confiderable fum is faid to hare 
been contributed pn\ ately by gentlemen in tie 
civil fer\ice, in aid of the military caufe. Thefe 
monies, together with fuch forfeitures ofthefirt 
hundred pounds penalty above mentioned as miglt 
be incurred and leMed, were to eftablilh a fund 
for the htaintalnance of thofc who flood in need 
of it, in cafe all the commiflions Ihould beat 


cepted, or of thofc who might be pointed out 2 s 
principals, and difmiflcd the fervicc, even though 
the army in general Ihould be requefled to refuirs 
their commiuions, and the double batta be rc-cfb* 
bhfhed upon its former footing, by the fame 
means the expenccs of their ^oyagc to Euroi>e 
were to be defrayed, and commlfHons of cqwl 
rank purchafed in the king*? regiments i to nhich 
they never fuppofed their mode of relinquiflurj 
the company's fervicc would prove the Icafl oh- 
flruftion. 'The plot was thus ripening, when a 
circumftance occurred, which could not but iti 
fpire them with additional hopes of fuccefs, fnee 
It leemed to^ prognoflicate for the ferv’ice of at 
iealt one entire bngadc, about the very fame tune 
nxed upon for the general refignation. The ar- 
cumflance alluded to, was the fudden approach 
pf between fifty and flxty thoufand Morattocs to 
war s the frontiers of Korab, about one hundred 
and fisty miles from Allahabad at all events, 
however, It w’as judged expedient, that Golond 
Vi, 9f Ihc lecond brigade (ev 

p the European regiment, which it was not 
thought proper to nrqoo m the fidd during the 
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^tccfilvc hcits of April and May, and whicK there- 
fore uas Icfcto dogarrifon dutyatAllahabad)ihou]d 
take poft at Scragepore, where he was accordingly 
Drdtrcd to encamp, and obferve the motions of 
the fufpefted army. ’ 

Such was the fituationof affairs jn March 1766, 
i\hcn Lord CUve and General Camac fet ont 
I'rom Calcutta, in order to regulate, with Mr. 
5 ykcs, (rcfident at the nabob’s court) the col- 
Iciflions of the revenue, at Muxadavid and Patna, 
for the year cnfuingj to receive from Sujah Dow- 
lah the balance due of the fifty lacks of rupees 
(fix hundred thoufand poundsj ftlpulatcd by 
treaty in Auguft 1765; and to hold a congrefe 
ith thoCc prtnees of the empire who were defirous 
of forming aliUnccs to preferve- thcmfclves and 
the company from the incurfions of the Mo- 
rattoes. 

Lord Clive arrived early in April 1766, .at 
Muxadavid, and was now adjufting the Hate of 
rhe revenues of Bengal, which was to compleat 
his bufinefs at the city, when he received a letter 
dated the i9ih of that month, from Mr. Verelfi, 
a gentleman in council at Calcutta, inclofmg a 
ruinonfirancc from the officers of the 'third bri- 
gade, relative to the reduction of the batta; re- 
prcfcnting in very exaggerated terms the high 
price of provifions, neccllaries, See. and requeit- 
ing that the late double allowance might be con- 
tinued. The board thought proper to defer fend- 
to this untU they could obtain Lord 
Clive sfcnrinu'nts thereupon. He, uirhout de- 
his opinion to Mr. VercUl, 
that the rcmoniUancc, if it had not been tranl- 
' mitted 
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mitcd through the commanding officer; nw ic, 
coinpanicd with a letter to the governor and cojn- 
cil fhould be rent to colonel Sir Robert Batbtr 
tor his information, acquainting him at the faijt 
time, that the hoard did not intend to talce art 
pther copizancc of a paper fo irregularly brouglt 
. before them. But. left it might have been reL 
ar y tranfmittcd, Lord Cine propofed in tbit 
.cafe, that an anfwet fliould be fent, fimilar to dijt 
clr^dy given to the like remonftrances, which 
the h "’hen the orders for ftriking off 

the batta were .(rued. With this addition, hoa- 
“‘><crted, the paper nas fiih- 
bon. hf'’’' ftapoybam- 
runei. O. allowance of wo 

forfv ‘"S "> two hundred aod 

lino. POhotis 

cofld '"'®:P=o«/wl’ing flcriing per month) 
pouldnot bc deemed an uncomfotTabie fubCIl' 

kurooean®^ r 'he price of provilions awl 

ffeert^ained, yet" Sarnm h 
marlf r improper to re- 

S than^fn former are much cheaper in Ben, 
^le batta w-ic^n where dou- 

dearer onlv in"''®' > 'hat the latter are 

’ of diftanctf fmall difference 

Sritam and AT.r''®'^'”® G'“‘ 

pelfaries from Calcun?r"“ ""‘"‘Por'ing "=' 
cannot be fo great as on tli o ^?r'®^ Benea I, 
becaufe rhp coaft of Coromandclj 

Se rive r ““'reaed with na- 

a Igaoie rivers. Lmcnry indeed is boundleis ; and 
' ‘ hence 
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Hence arire the imaginary wants, and the real 
liiflrcflcs, of officers on the Bengal eftablifli-J 
ment. ‘ ^ ^ 

The difiribiition of pay and allowances will 
rrivt 3 juft Idea of the advantages afccruing to 
^military gentlemen in the fer\ice of the Enghftt 
'fcompany in that part ‘of India j advantages mUch 

* ^eatcf, it is prefumed, than thofc of any other 
‘forces in any other part of the worlds Hitherto 

* no fufpicion had arifen of the intehded refignation, 

even this laft remonftrahce^'tvas perfectly filent 
} on that head. ^ 

* It was not till the 28th of the fame month 
(April) late in the evening, that Lord Clive re- 
ceived any advices whatfoever of the mutinous 
refolution that had been fevcral months in agitas 
tion5 and it is to be obferved, that the "firn in- 
formation ‘came from Ueuttnant-colonel Sir Ro- 
bert Fletchhr, who in a letter, dated Monghjr, 
25th of April, acquainted his lordfhip, that the 
officers of the firft brigade refolvcd on another 
attempt for the recovery of thebattaj that theiV 
cornmiffions were to be fent to him at the end of 
the month, together with a letter, informing 
him, that they w'ouldTiot draw any pay for the 
month of May, but would continue to ferve till 
the affair fhould be finally determined for of 
againft them4 To give a farther infight info the ^ 
matter, he inclofed a letter he 'had the day be- * 
foie received ffom Sir Robert 'barker, together 
w ith a copy of his anfwef. In * the above-men- 
rtoned letter from Sir Robert Barker lo Sir Robert 
Fletcher, H mentioned a quarrel between two 
I officers at Baftkipore j their names w'ere Duff and 

Davis ; 
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Davis j the former a captain, the latter arienfign; 
in the third brigade. ^ 

At a general court-martial that had been heM 
upon one of thefe gentlemen, in confcqucnce of 
the fetting fire to the quarters, it appeared, that 
the difpute arofe from Enfign Davis’s refufing to 
give up his commiffion to Captain Duff, \\ho 
would have forced it from him. Sir Robert Bar- 
ker, upon examining into the rcafori of fo llrange 
a tranfadlion, to his great furprife^ became ac- 
quainted with the combination which had been 
formed in the third brigade, during his abfcnce 
on an expedition to Bettoa. This premature dif- 
covery very much difconccrted the oflicers, as the 
ift of June had been fi\ed upon for the general 
refignation ; and it was not propofed, that theit 
intentions fhould tranfpire before that day. h 
now however, became neceffary for them to 
make fomc alteration in their plan, in order that 
Lord Clive, and the fclcdl committee# ftiould not 
have time to counter-a£t and defeat it. ThcfifU 
and third brigade accordingly refolved to relign 
on the ill of May; but the fecond brigade, be- 
ing at lb great a diftance, could not receive in* 
formation of this change of meafurcs early enough 
to refignon the fame day, though the mutinous 
fpiric broke out in camp within a week after. . . 

The fucceedmg day’s poll to that which 
brought the intelligence from Sir Robert Fletcher 
to Lord Clive, brought a letter, dated from the 
camp, at Carah, the 15th of April, figned full 
hatta, to an officer of the fecond brigade, who 
had attended his lordfliip from Calcutta, and wa« 
then with him aiMutjyl, The contents of thh 

verj 
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Very extraordinary letter was immediately catn-j 
municatcd to Lord ClHfcj who was now fully 
convinced that the comhiriation was geheral; 
though he judged it was not likely that fo confi- 
3srable a number of thinking Ihould long 
ontinue umnimous in a caulc* riot onl) highly 
rlminal m itfelf, but which, ujion failure of 
uccefs, would involve many of them m inevitable* 
uin. Some few there might be ro whoni com- 
ortablc fortunes, already acquired m the fen ice,- 
night render the refignation of their commiflions 
L matter of indifference j but many, on the con-‘ 
rar), he knew theie were, vvhofe circumftances,' 
i/hafc youth, or whofc extravagancej* could not 
»car that they fhould volumanlv deprive them-’ 
elves of the only meins of prefent fubfiftence^* 
ndlie alfo cut off from every profpedt of obtain- 
ng a happy iudependenev. How fjr indeed the 
evolution of men made defperate by difappomt- 
nent and impending ruin might be carried, could 
lot eafily be determined : the troops rnight fol- 
ow their e\ample, and a general mutiny enfue» ‘ 
Vn armed ^orce from the edaft, orffrom England, 
/ould in that cafe, perhaps, have been the only* 
cmedylcft; on the contrary, to grant a^requeft,' 
emanded, as it were, fword mhand, vvonldJiave 
iccn a coiidccenGon, not only repugnant to the » 
haraftcr he had hithcrco fupported, and fubver-' 
ive of his ruthonty as governor arid commander 
n chief, butrmght have bcerv attended with -the 
mrll of evils ; for when threate in this inftance 
hould have been found fuccefsful,'fubordmation. 
nd difcipUnc would have beenopcnlv dilavowed,- 
Icmands of a more exorbitant and fenous nature 
VoL. Ill, Y might 
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might have followed; the civil government migk 
at length have been totally oVbrthrown by the iei« 
htary, and the very txillence of the company le 
Bengal deftroyed. Submiflion, therefore, on ths 
part of Lord Clive, would not bear a rnomeat’s 
deliberation. He had a few olTicers in his fuite 
whom he could depend upon ; a few others, !i! 
conduded, niiglvt be had from Calcutta, andtlie 
out fadtorics ; and fomc of the free merchants 
would, it was^ imagined, in cafe of neceffity, ac- 
cept of commiffions. He determined likewife to 
leave the city as Toon as the imi>ortant buhnefs he 
was tranfadling would permit, and to endeavour 
to reach IMonghyr before the i5rhofMa3^ By 
tnefc means, he was in no doubt of being able ts 
reuin command overthe foldiers, till a corps cf 
St Gcor°^ ^romthc prclidcncy of Fort 

Lord §live, General Carnac, and Mr*. 

rmmg a committee, met in confultation on the 
morning of the 29th, and determining, that the 

wIS* "Of fo complied 

cu M on exprefs to the council atCal- 

without delay, ac- 
SXnn ofMadrafswith the dif- 

orde ^to ! Pfofs them to iff«c 
S nnirfm fubalterns, as 

on the^mO spared from immediate fervicc 
cadets "Si CctomandM > likewife te fuch 
to Sr thought-quallftd 

nefs to cmS\ f’ 'I’cn'Mvea ito read.- 

The cornmittpp^^ ®engil on the Ihortea notice, 
dogffefted bv the ^ tinanttnous in the meafioc 
oggclted by the committee; and on the i(l of 

' ’ Mayr 
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K^ayi* fent off their, difpatch /to' Fort .Sc. George. . 
General GaillaVd/was at /this Vime ^gone. to., the 
horthward'to accQmra.Qdatej.elther.by negociatioa 
or force of arms^ the d’lfputes between ihc' nabob , 
of Afcot.and/tHe SubaH of .the Dscah; /ahd. ,as'H 
rnighf be neceffa^.forjibe goyerobf and. 

Madrals to have his .ppmioni -Kbw.faf the le^ueft' 
from' Bengal could be. co'niptied-,^ubj .h^r/ Verclft' 
&VnfmitfcdJtp/the gch]w a copy, ^of. tKe laff^men^ 
udned^leuer, whveh^proved-the meaos , of expedi- 
ting “the pfepafatlohs for the igpply\re^ 

’,i'L!ord Ciiye./ih'the’/mcan time, wrote ,tp/ ^Joncl 
Smith, Sir Robert Baric’ef, and SirRoberA Fletcher, 
dpQh the' fubjed of '/tKe/afibciation, mcldfmg" 

.Mch a'copy.of.the letter wirmcn by the committee s 
(oihecouncll/ tb'at, they, might Have full informa-; 
tioQ of the meafufes' that were IHtended' to ^take •' 
place.;' at the fame., time, giving thcrh.jauthdriiy}to 
mkkc public hlsAfehtlm'ehts.'if ,they/wefc'likely. to , 
haye^any good/effeft'. . .. .•/ /•/ ' 

' FmYti thls.tiiqe'/to 'the.fecbnd.of May',, noYaV-- 
ther'intclUgencewas'j^eqeiv^^^^^ filence.bfcp-. 
i Ibhel Smltit ahd'SVr Robert Barker,, gave* his 'lord-./ 
■fhip fome hopes; as he' expfeited'.himfeVf that dav' 
in alettcr to Mrryerem; That the officers haci 
' mutually deliberated upon their Scheme,’ and found 
• conveniently, practicable ;’.* ; adding, 1, 

r hardly/ think', that feeing us ftead/ in duf refo-' 
' luiipn,/ they will .venture to., brave the;cbnYc4ucpi 
The firmnefs with ‘wKich. we have hitherto- 
f fupport^ p'uf ciyil/regolatidns", iihuff /l^ve/them.' 
d \yIthout a ptofpeft .of rcmiflhVfi inYhofc of the jni- ' 
-'litarv:** ' ^ 
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A few Jiours, however, h^ouglu him a-Jettef 
from Sir Robert Barker, dated the 27th of April, 
•which convinced him, that the ihi^d brigade wis 
as unanimous as the firft , in his anfwer he directed 
Sir Robert Barker, to find out, if polTible;, the 
perfo^n m whofe hands the comnuffions were depo- 
fifed , to put in arreft thofe officers wfiofe condift 
could come Under the conftrudtion of mutiny, and 
to detdin^them jinfohers at Bankipore, till age 
neral court martial of field officers could be fura 
moned^, fince a trial by their comrades wodd 
have^een very iftefFedtual, and it was too evident 
that urrlef^the fevertiy of martial law were exerted 
to puniffi the pnnicpal inftigators of this combi 
nation, there would fbon be an end of difciplii't 
in the amfy, and of authority in the Eaft Jndii 
Company ov^erall'their fervants 
The like inllrudtionswere at the fame time fent 
to colonel Smith, and to Sir Robert Flelcher la 
the poftfcnpt ofthefe letters is mentioned a leltef 
fignedfirft brigade It was addreflfed to captain 
Fred Smith, andThomas Pearfon, the one Aid 
tie camp, the other fecretary to general Carnac, 
and Ihc contents as follows . 

“ Gentlemen, 

='■ 'he 

a Allahabad, (except 
to rSen f P'^P^'^P^er too) have refolved 
of May next, an 

Sft iTeV "'"d <0 » hat\t was July and 

wtth us.nlVr w.li concur 

with us tn refufing to ferve but ub^n thofe tctuis 
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;rhis IS no hafty ill coriduaed'fclieme, but tha 
refolution of the three brigades, who arc, 
to a man, refolved to fend every officer to cvcr- 
lafting Coventry, \tho lefufcs to join in a caiife fo 
juiland Konounible. We therefore beg, that you 
‘will, immediately ujJon receipt of this, tranfmic 
■’your feniiments to fame of your friends here, who' 
may commur.ic'iie them to us. We further beg, 
that you will confidcr maturely on this fubject, be- 
^foreyou come toany refolunon ; for depend upom 
it, we are determined to go through with It, at the 
rifque of life, fortune, ‘friends, and every thing 
that is dear and facred. 

The gentlemen at Moradbaug may bs able to 
inform you of material circumftances. Till we 
have your anfwer, we are truly and'fincercly, 

Monghyr, ** Your friends, 

'sty April 1766, the fitft brigade.” ^ 

t , . j 

The 'gentlemen at Moradbaug, mentioned in 
this better, belonged to a coniidcrable detachment 
doing duty at the city. They were all at, this* 
lime deeply concerned in thc'coipbination ; but 
lord Chve being upon Ihe fpot, made them fenfi- 
ble of their folly, and prevented, them from 
throwing up their commiffions 
' On the 2pth of April, iSir Robert Barker wrote 
again to lord^CIive, acquainting his lordfhip with 
his more full convidllon of the determination of the 
officer*, and with the meafures he was purfuingj 
TfUi orfiy to tnake it, *t 3 ut to prevent any alarming 
?onfequenccs, when it fhould come to an ifiue, 
pUhough hitherto no difpdhUQa 10 mutiny had ap- 
^ ’ peaied 
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peaccd among ihe private menj of* his brlgad:. 
This could not fail ot giving fatisfadion : burloni 
Chve was under fome uneafinefs on account of ihi 
garrifon at Monghyr, \vJ\ere Jie had reafon to thirk 
the whole fcheme had been originally plantied; 
and Sir Robert Fletcher’s fiience added much d 
his anxiety ; fork was now the 4th of May and th 
only letter he had received from that gentlemia 
upon that fubjeft, was dated the. 25th of April; 
he therefore thought proper to repeat his former 
injunctions, that Sir Robert Fletcher fliould u- 
form himfelf of the 'names of the' principals, ard 
of as many particulars as poffible relating to tie 
aflbciatlon j directing him at the fame <ttme w 
take the moll effectual means of fccuring the fidf* 
lity of the fubahdars, or commanding officersof 
the black troops, in cafe the European foldiers, 0^ 
the feapoys had betrayed any fymptomsof difaffsc* 
tion 5 however, before thefe inftruCtlons were dll' 
patched, a Ictterarrlved from Sir Robert Fletcher, 
dated the fiiltof-May, in’cloling one to him from 
42 of his officers, together with a, copy of his an* 
liver,. and alfo a letter to him from Sir Robert 
Barker; the letter from the officers was accompa- 
nied by their commiffiofts, which they requefied 
Sir Robert would keep, till an anfwcr fhould ar- 
rive from thofc who had the power of granting 
their demands ; and in the mean time they afTortd 
him, that as they refigned from principle, they 
refolvcd to ferve wuhoutpay of any kind tiU ihs 

. This actual refignation of the officers of the Hrft 
brigade no longer permitted lord Chve to doubt, 
that the other two brigades would, with like punc. 
‘ . tuallty 
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lality comply 'wiH the terms of the ^nbciatiofi 
fV fupply from Fort St George, and Ultewifc the 
jflift«nce of the merchants, became imraedniely 
neceflar / The letter to the gentlemen of council^ 

sf Calcutta, loclofiftg the qlFcers addrefs to Sir 
Rob-rt Fletcher, \ asthcrcforc dtipafehed uithout 
delav Ihe next day, the 5th ot M-^y> n letter 
fiom Sir Robert Berber, dated the 30th of April, 
informed lord CU\e, that on the a^th the officers 
of his bngndc had made himaci^oamted with tbcir 
refolmop to refign ,heir comtmlfions on the firll: of, 
Ma, , though they n'cte willing to fer^c without 
either pat or batta till the 15th, by which time 
jthey ivippofed lord Dive v^ould reach ?atna, Of> 
.write hisanfwer to their demands 

Sir Robert Barker after having afCembled the 
‘officers, reprefented to them, that the crime they 
’ \ ere committing was no lels than mutiny, a defer- ^ 
HOD, and that he hoped for their own fakes, they 
rtould reflect upon the confequences, and rclin- 
guifh a projeift, which, if perfilUd in, would ccr-* 
lainly be rum and diflionour upon themfejves t 
Arguments of this kind, from a commanding 
officer univerfally beloved, could not fail making-^ 
lomeimpreflion on their minds , but at the clofc 
of the conference they declared, That they 
were folemnly bound and engaged with the other 
brigades, to offer their commiffions on the firll of 
May, and that they could not be off ’ 

^ Sir Robert Barker having been informed, thac 
the men at Monghjrhad expreffed their refolu--' 
tion to moimy, repeated to lord Clue his appre- 
. henfions of ir, and mentioned aifo an information,- 

her 
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lie had received, that a fum to tlie amount fcl 
140,000 rupees, near fi6,ODQl. fieri 3 was fub- 
fcribed for the officers by the gentleman of Cal- 
cutta. 

*1 hefe circumftanccs it was thought necefTary to 
communicate to the council, not only that the) 
might be apprized of the progrefs of the combina- 
tion ; but that they might exert their endeavours 
to difeover ihofe gentlemen m the civil fervice, 
who had granted fuch large encouragement to the 
mutinous difpofition of the army. 

Lord Clive then aci^uainted bir Robert fletchtr 
■with Sir Robert Barker’s doubts concerning the 
lUen of the firll brigade, charging him to aft with 
all poffible circumfpcftion, and authorizing him w 
engage the attachment of the non commiffioned 
officers by affiurances of reward, if he ffiould fee 
a nccefllty of putting their behaviour to ihe'tJfti 
he further direfted him to make fuch'necelTary 
preparations as could be made without creating fuf 
picion, for detaching the troops in fmall parties at 
a moments warning, and with the like caution to 
colleft boats forconveying the offirers to Calcutta , 
Imcehevas determined, if he found them re- 
ladtory, on his arrival at Monghyr, theyfhouldbe 
lorced to depart within twenty four hours. A let* 
ter of the fame dare, and to the fame purpofc, was 
alfo difpatched to Sir Robert Barker. * 

Ky a letter of the fecOnd of May, Sir Robert 
Fletcher acquainted lord Clive, that he was con- 
vinced no difturbancc could hkppen, even if the 
troops knew the conduct of thtir officers ; but 
f Take of amufement. aftda 

trefh fubjectof convei&iion, he had marched half 

the 
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e brigade , to the yitenc'e. of -two :miles From .the 
rc* under preiencc ofy^uclng fome ftrong >roud;'. 
rts at Cariacpdor, " ' - i ■ ", ^ • 

Iri aiirwcr to thtsj-.lord.CUve ordered hirtitim-'t 
ledbrely to fecUre the captains who had been moil 
live, aod.to lend them down prifoners -to CaV 
lira, ' . . \ > 

The fenuments'of the officers of the third bri= 
idc, who were abfent . upon detachments, were 
jc certainly 'known ; but between, fifty' and fixty * 

■ thofe prefenti in. cantonment at Bankipore; 
;pc ftriftly to thsir engagement. ' . * '• '< 

Oh the firftbf May in the foicnoohj- Sit llobelt- 
arker. received the following laconic' epiftle from 
is adjutant \ 

■; ** The inclofe'd lettcrs-\v‘efe juft rtbw brought tb- 
; one'of them, direfted to ydu^ I fehd by de*f , 
re of the officers' of the third brigade^- the' 
ther^ Ilislievc, you will think not improperly'' 
dded, , ' ■ , - 

lam, Sit, . ' ' 

' Your moft obedient -humblcfcrvantl,' 
vlay I, lyCS, ■ ’ , 

■ ' F. Robertfoni adjutant.*’' 

The letter dlreded to Sir'Robert Barker, v/hichi 
VIr. Hobertfon -ienclofcd (and v/hichi Sir.Robert 
returned with an aflafance that he would put the- 
feverity of military law in execution, if any-man 
lhauld milbchavc) svas figned j officers of the third 
brigade, it contained a lepet’uion 'of their grievan- 
VoL. Ill, Z - , , ^ ces,- 
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ces^ and terms of future fervice ; fotne expreitic*! 
-of perfonal regard for the colonel, and a readinci'i 
to aft as volunteers,' and obey orders, till the ijii 
cf the month, when they expe&cd to be madct; 
quainted with lord Clive's definitive anfwcr. 

The other letter which Mr. Robeitfon ment.tr. 
tQ be not- improperly added, was the pacqyet d 
commiilions, together with his authority for feri 
ing chem 5 which was as follows : 

To Enfign Robertfon, 

« S I R, 

We defire that you will, before twelve o’clocl 
to»day, fend our commilHons to Sir Robert Bsr 
leer, colonel of the third brigade, together 
inclofed letter. 

We are, 

May ift, 1766. Your obedient fert'aat! 

Eleven o’clock. 

I Officers of the 3d briga^t- 

Sir Robert 'Barker had, before ih's, fufpe^lf- 
but was not fufficiemly ceiiam, that the adjwtr 
was a principal and aftive member of the afed: 
tion. He therefore intimated to him that day 
the parade, that he Ihould order him down to O 
cuita ; in confequcncc of which intimation, M 
• Robertfon thought fit'to write him the followli 
letter. 


Sii 
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“SIR, 

“ I did not well undetlbnd what laft you fpokc to 
\s on the parade, wheiher h was, that you meant 
3 fend me a prifoncr to Calcutta, or that you ex- 
eited I would go becaufe you defired it. If the 
irn:, ’tis well > if the latter, I mult acquaint you 
bat I, without having done anything unmiUtary 
ir improper, reRgned the fervice this morning, 
eleafing myfelf from military ordtrs, you acccp- 
:ed, examined, but chofc to rciurn the commifli* 
5ns ; anionglt which mine was one If I have 
done wrong, I mud be brought before the civil 
pov/er, having freed myfelf from all military re- 
driCllons. 

^ To leave this immediately will be tolofe all I 
am worth 5 fo that it will be nccefi'jry to fend me 
(a prifoncr, that I may know where to apply here- 
after for leftitution. 

J 1 am, SIR, 

Your obedient humble fervant. 

, F. Robenfon.’* 

This letter did not. intimidate Sir Robert Barker 
rom forcing Mr. Robertfon, and three others 

0 proceed immediately to Calcutta ; a niea- 
ure which contributed much to the prefcrving 
•ood order and difophnc in his brigade till the 
r 5th of May. 

As the affairs of the army were now become verj 
critical, lord Clive determined to leave the bufi 
nefs at the city unhnilhcd, to the management o 

1 . ' '' Mr 
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Mr Sykes, me! to mart-h with poflibic cxpfdi 
tiop 10 Mon^hjf, which place he propofed mefc 
ing on the t4th. 

On the evening of the 6th, he accordingly lir 
out from Mutajyl, accompanied by general Cj 
nac, and the few officers belonging to the b6ilj 
guard and an cfcort of feapoys 

Majors Champion and Potitr, and captains 
Smith, Pearfon, and Martin, who were all tlif 
officers that could be collcfted at fo ffiort noti'e 
and whofu attachment to the fcrsice, asv'cHss 
fteady adherence to dtfcipUne, might fecurelybf 
relied on, \\ ere ordered forward, to proceed tutli 
the utmoft hade to the afljftanctt of Sir KoUf 
Fletcher 

Lord Clive, that night, at Sydokbaug 12 
from Mutajyl, recciwtd a letter from SirKobeit 
Fletcher, dated 3d May, acquainting him, 

“ That he had ufed every argument in his 
to perfuade the officers to a change of condod, 
but that they had levcrally told him, theywef* 
determined to aUde by what they had done ” By 
an inclofcd letter to his brother, a captain at Nb 
drafs, Copen for his lordffiip’s perufal) it appeare*!. 
that the gtmleinrn mtendrd to write to their mi * 
tary friends at 1 ort St. George, to prevail upoi^ 
them to rejedt jU propolals that might be madt 
far their remov al to Bengal 

This fdu me was evidently calculated to bring 
additional dillrcfs upon the government, and tl etc 
bv tb corapi.1 lord Clive into tern s of accommo 
riation But in order to counieradt the meditaittl 
rnilchier, alerter was immediately difpatched ta 
tbn council ap Calcutta, requelbng they woulk 
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for a time flop all vprtvntc letters to and from 
Madrafi, except fuch as could not be fulpefted to 
'relate to the combmaiion ; and, as a communis v 
'cation of fentimenrs, from one pan ot the army to - • 
'another, might at this jun^urc prove extremely 
dangerous ; it was further propofed, that the Uko 
caution fhould be ufed at the poIl-o(Hcc ac 

fcalcutta. 

[ During the next day’s journey, lordCUve had 
an account from Sir Robert Fletcher, that he had 
again remonftraied to no purpofe wiili the gcnilfe- 
,men'of his brigade ; that they were rather more 
inflamed; that they flattered themfelves their let-’ 


^ters to Madrafs would have thedefired effect ; and 
’that it was now artfully in(inuitcJ,a mutiny of the 
|men v;a5 already planned, and inevitably happen, 
'if the officers Ihould be dilmifled. A copy of this 
letter together with his lordihip’s anfwcr is an'ex* 
tradt of a letter from lord Clive to Sir Robert Bar- 


• ker, the 8lh of May. 

The day following, lord Clive learnt from Sir 
Robert Fletcher, that he bad fent to Calcutta .a 


j captain and lieutenant, upon lufpicion of their 
, having been the mofi aftive m forming the com- 
bination ; but that he was pcrluided every pre- 
caution had been ufed to conceal the prinripals. 
1 he genilemen however of ilus brigade^ as well 
as of the third, Rill continued to their duty, though 
their refolution in the mam point was not altered ; 
and by the convcrfatioa of the latter, 'Sir Robert 
Barker underftood, that upon his refufing to ac- 
cept iheir coitimiffions, they had fcni them by the 
poft to Calciuti } nor was he deceived, for on the 
fccond day of March, loid CUve met an exprefs 


with 


[ I6! J 

“ ''‘y “'Re pjcqucc, addrelTsd to ili~ oover-’ 
nor and council, which upon being opercil wjs 
tound to contain the commi/Bons of that brigade, 
together \vith a general letter of rellgnatjon, daitd, 
t of May. I.ord Cliv.c detained the com* 
inUhohs m his own cuftody, and forwarded the 
Jerter to the hoard. 

During ihefe tranfa^lions the council at thepre- 
u ency had received and talsen into confidtratioa 
tne comrnKtee’s difpatch of the fourth. ThcalTo- 
cwtion of the officers being fully confirmed, and 
o e of the firft brigade having adtually rendered 
incirtpommiffions, the board unanimouHy refolvcd, 
agreeable to an intimation given them by lord 

hf-ll fri I"’]! ^ 5=''' 

belt Flttchc^ or the officer commanding at Man- 
ghyr, ettpreffing their fenfoofrueh an extrnofdd 
Wm ro“^ “""■a'-rantable proceeding t authotifm? 
offTre? an'dT comm^ont at wrte 

f^ee^,;f r ^ °''c " I”’" Calcutta, within ihs 

prudentW h '’o confivlenr^ ?oi]Id 

d fertJ^rh ‘''ofe who had 

wiffitheeh, ‘S- “ <■'' inconfillrnt 

ft h r rer^ gentlemen. 1 hey 

ineS cL ’ a' of lord Clive and 

fanftionofthe.r’name^" ’’"''O '’’5 

he fent to the nr (^1 ■ exprefs ffionld 

bay urlptinS '^“'•rar/ and Bom- 

afifft Benva^ In .. united efforts to 

ihey^vDuhl, without and requelltug 

officers cader? . ? embark all the 

cadets and others, that - could poffibl? 

be 
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Tpared, agreeable' to the former letters frOm thaC 
board. In the mean time the council, jn 
confequence of the requeft of tho^ commii- 
tec applied to the free merchants, requiring them 
to give their aflilhnce on the prefent deftdtion of 
ofTiccrs nil the vacant comraiflions could be filled 
up. Afionifliing as »t may appear, it is however 
an incontcftible truth, that out of netr looof 
thefe gentlemen refident at Calcutta, neither dif- 
quallfied by age nor infirmities, two only w ere 
found ^v ho would accept' of commifilons, upon 
this very important occafion, notwiihftanding they 
knew that the fervice, that they were to be fent 
upon was merely parade duty ; that even this 
would lafi: but a feu* weeks j and that the faith 
of the governor and council was pledged to allow 
them the privilege of trade duty free ; and to re- 
commend them to the court of dirciStots for a more 
cflential reward to the company's welfares the 
trifling exculcs made by fo coniiderablc a num- 
ber of thofe gentlemen, amounted at leafir to an 
approbation of the" conduct ofihe officers, if it did 
not confirm the truth of the information^ that a 
fubfcription was raifed in Calcutta for the fupporc 
of the military combination. 

On the loth of May, Lord Clive and General 
Carnac received at Siccaraguity, the letter from 
the council to the officer,. commanding at Mong- 
hyr ; this they immediately figned and difpatched 
to Sir Robert Mctcber, with iomc private inftruc- 
tions for his condoft, upon the receipt of it, a 
copy of It was at (he fame time fent to Sit Robert 
Barker, that he might intimate to the offirers'ofthe 
third brigade, j the unanimous opinion of the board 
— upon 
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Upon tlie proceedings of thofe of the 
'the iith a letter arrived from coloi^^l 
xjated the 29th of April, advifmgj that ^ confide- 
rable detachment of the Maratca’s arrny vas la 
mdtion ; that they had advanced dosvn ^hs &uth- 
'ern Ihore of the Jumna, oppofite to the territoriM 
of Korah ; and that Ilallagaron * one of the chief, 
•with fixty ihoufand horfe, was arrived Culp)> 
where he was colledting a large number of boats. 
This letter was addrefled to the feltft contmkttc; 
butihc critical fituation of affairs would admit of 
no delay In the reply ; and the colonel^ was evy, 
dently yet unacquainted with the deferdon of ru 
officers. ' . n L* ' 

Loti LVive 

with full authority to aft, in refpeft to formng 
alliances with neighbouring princes, in Aich mar* 
ner as tlie emergency or affairs might require. 
And as the refignation of his officers, at the tuns 
of the enemy's nearer approach, might be attend* 
ed with the moft fatal confequences, bis lordfbip 
impowered the colonel provided he fljould judg® 
that the troops tv ere ripe for mutiny, afid thereby 
find himfclf 'reduced to the utmoft extrEtri'ty, but 
under no other circumftances whatfoevetj to make 
terms with the malecootents •' / 

This day and the next ‘Lord Clive received 
.'farther accounts from Sir Robert Fletcher, eX* 
preffing the highefl opinion- of the fidelity of his 
troops, infomuch that, •* He would flake his hiC 
upon their good behaviour, notwithftanding the 
apprehenfions entertained by SiriRobert Barker. 
He obferved, that the worft which could happen 
was a mutiny amongfl the Europeans, who were 
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rolnconficlerabie a Pvimbcr'that ht v.Qutd pUC tV^iy 
man of thorn to death by the feapoys, before they 
could get a cartridge from the magazine ; or Indeed 
before they could formthtmfclves underarms* his 
own quarters being fo near the barracks, that he 
could almoft overhear every thing that pafled. ^ ^ 
Confident as theie nffuraftccs was, lord CH^c 
thought it expedient to purfue his journey wUh tlic 
Wtmoft. expedition 1 although the heat at this fea- 
.fonof the year was fo iftfuppottable, that many of 
tht men had already died upon the match 5 but it 
was neceOary to reach Monghyr, if pofTible, be- 
/qre the' departure of the officers,' and he was now 
uithtd one day’s journey of tbe place, \i hen early 
[in the morning of the 13th, his progrefs was de- 
cayed by a fudden fall of waters from the moun- 
"tarns, which carried away a bridge that had been 
thrown over a branch ot the river he was obliged 
to pafs I the dream of which was now fo extremely 
deep and rapid, that it could not be forded, cver^ 
by elephants, till laie tn the evening. A whole 
’day w'as thus unavoidably loft : repeated advice’s 
however, from Sir Robert Fletcher flattered his 
^rdlhlp, that ifo dlfturbance could happen among 
^thc troops m garrifon : he hoped indeed that the 
•officers Would remain quiet till his arrival; but at 
'all events Sir Robert could not now be much 
^diftreCfed, as the gentlemen ivho pufhed /orward 
pfrom Mutajyl was already arrived to his affiftance, 
land ih6 letter from the governor and council con- 
i^tained fufficient inftruftions for his conduct. On 
J the 14th, Sir Robert infortned his lordfliip, tbac 
5 he had begun the embarkation of the captains, and 
had appointed a furgeon’s afliftanr, two cadets,' 
(and a ferjeanr, to aft as enfl^ns. In order to con- 



i *85 1 


rlnce the fubaltcrns that the brigade v/ou!d cot hi 
entirely dellitute of ofiTcers. Soon after uponib: 
rectipt of lord Clh^e’s letter of the i 3 tb, he iavi 
ted the gentlemen to duty a day longer : bot fo"'i 
of tliem began now to be very troublefomc ; n 
appeared to intend encamping till ihcarnTale 
their aiTociates from the other brigades. 

The dcfcription of afiairs at Monghjr, h:sf: 
this period been collcfledfrom Sir Robert Fletckr 
It may, however, be not improper to take a vlr» 
of them from the officers ^vho were detached tfii 
ihcrfrom Moohjyb. * 

On the arrival of thefe gentlemen -at Moogtyr 
the 1 2 th of May, about nine o'clock at 
they \vere furprifed to hear the grenadier's trarcl 
beating, at then the reveille, when they caire 
Sir Robert Fletcher’s quarters, they there fouK 
half the European rcgimentalTembled, and Cnginj 
and the drummers beating. 

The next day they fcvcrally vifited thc'oSceri 
of their acquaintance in hopes of prevailing upo' 
t^heni to relinquiffi the diffionourable projeft ihc) 
nadfo raffily engaged it, or at leaft to continue 
doing duty till the arrival of lord Clive and 
ra! Carnac. 


They reprefented the infamy and ruin ths 
would apnd them, if they fliould in this mannCJ 
delert the fervlte :’that a combination to refigi 
their commiffions all on the fame day, could bt 
confiderdd zs no Icfs a erhne than mutiny: andi 
the foldiers fhouU be tempted to follow their eX' 
ample, the mifchief would hoc end without blood- 
Ihed, and the murder of many of their country- 
men . that lord CJtve came firmly refolved.not « 
Jield up the point to them, and would rather fuffci 

death 


’^cath than condercend to imlce terms wiih a fet 
of men «ho vere endeavouring to abolifh all mili- 
tary dilvipUire arvd fubordvnitton They farther 
rcmon%3ted upon the ingramude of their beha* 
Mouf to Jus lordfhip, who had already given to 
jhe amount of neat 70,000! as a fund for the fup- 
portofaUofficersandmctvwhoihouIdbe invalid- , 
cd, or worn out in the fcrvicc, and likt.wife for 
jhc maintenance of the uidows. 

In anfwec to tUefe arguments the ofRcers decU- 
^red. That they were folemnly bound to quit the 
^brigade, whatever might be the confequence, that 
^bey had imagined unanimity m the nicafur^ mufi: 
have enfured fuccefa , but that could they have 
Tuppofed lord Clivu fo inflexible, ihey u ould never 
■ have formed ilis combination That as to his 
^lord(hip's generous donation to the army , they 
f’vvetc entirely ignorant of it, Sir Robert Fletcher 
-'not having communicated to them a fyllable of the 
t-maitcr . and that had they been informed of it, 
gratitude, as well as felf intcrcfl, would certainly 
''^prevented their prefent conduCI They thenallcdg- 
ed that Sir Robert himfclf onginally.fet this com- 
bination on foot, artfully miking them the inflni- 
ments of an oppofmon tolordClive’sgQvcrnment 
they acknowledged the probibihiy of a mutiny a- 
mongfl the foldisrs , bm dccJircd at the Time 
lime, tint fiipull it liappen, they would exert 
ftheir utmofl endea ours to quell it Several of 
them, picticularly captain Goddard, hmenicd tha 
^vsant of an opponunuy to acquaint lord Clive and 
^general Carnac with the pate Sir Robert Fletcher 
ihiiadt'd, in begirrmi; aid promoting this «n- 
^fpriunate a{F ir , bu deflreti major Champion, and 
captain Smuh a'ld FtnilODj "would not fail to re- 
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port their aflertlons, the truth of which they f3’4 
they were well able to prove. ' • • 

• On the 1 3 ih major Champion and captain Pcaf-' 
fon were ordered out to the camp of Curaopore, 
two miles from Monghyr fort. The reft of lonl 
Glive’s detachment of officers remained in 
Ion, to be ready in cafe of a mutiny oY the Euro- 
peans, which began now to be apprehended. At 
eleven o’clock at night, two battalions of fcapo)t 
were marched, under command of caprain Sniitl!, 
TO the cxercifing-ground, where they lay upon 
their arms till morning ; w’hen the captain propo* 
fed to Sir*Robert Fletcher, that they ffiould return 
to their own parade, not only as it commanded tft 
principal gates,. but as detachments could beroort 
readily made from thence lo di|ri:reni parrs of th* 
garrifon ; and that in order to obviate any fulpi* 
aon, it fiiould bs given out, that lord Clive being 
hourlyr expedhed, it xvas ncceflary to keep thefts* 
poys in the fort, leaft they ffiould ftraggle, and 
iwr quickly drawn up on his lordfhip’s arrivsl 
This advice was immediately follow’cd. ' 

' t |he afternoon captain Smith received an order 
from Sir Robert Fletcher to get the two battalions, 
iMder arms and to march with all poffible expedi- 
tion to the European barracks, the foldicrs having' 
mutinied, the captain had neither fubaltern nor 
fojeant to affilV hm. One of th= refigned offictfi 
hsppemngat that moment to come on the parifc 

™th= otherhimtlf 

As 
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As ths mutiny was not uncxpcilcd, he had 
ircvioufly takea a view of the ground near the 
^arracks. Adjoining jo thefe is a hill, whereon 
lands the falluting battef>\ which he was appre- • 
henGve rhs mutineers would endeavour to fei^e; to 
ivoid anyiignal of his approach, he gave orders 
hat the battalions Ihoulimarch in the profound- 
id filence., Inftcad— of" proceeding the common 
road, round the hill, he got up the back of it, and 
fuddenly took pofTcffion pf the battery, by which 
means he had iht command of aW the barracks, 

the foldiers had afliually got under arms, intending 
to follow their officers, and the artillery were pre- 
paring todo the'fame; but the appearance of thefe 
two battalions of feapoys, with fixed bayonets, 
threw them into confofion, cf which captain 
Smith took the advantage, and told them he would 
immediately fire-upon them, if they did not retire 
peaceably to their quarters. * Sir Robert Fletcher 
'alfo, who was now arrived, harnngued and di- 
ftribujed money amongft the mutineers, and gave 
likewife to each of them two rupees. They afiiir- 
cd him, they had been made to believe that he 
was’ to head them, otherwife not a man of them 
would have thought of turning out; adding that, if, 
tbac r/as cot the cafe, they would not mind their 
officers, but live and die with him alone. While 
Sir Robert was talking to the men, feveral of the 
officers came and told him, that as they heard the 
Europeans had mmhied they were to of- 
fer him their affiliance. Tins he refufed.'^cd or- 
• them all to quit the gsrrifon, v/ithin the 
fpace t)f two hours, under psia of being fent off 
wuh guards. Before fixo’clo ck they acecord- 
Jndy deported; three only of the whole brigade 
\vetc left, tv, oof whom v»cre then confined to their 

bed? 
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Iwds. Sir Robert Fletcher’s own account of tills 
lift tranfaftion, appears in his letter of that night 
to Lord Ciive, in which is the folloiving very 
extraordinary paragraph : 

** Some have been very trooblefome, and par- 
ttcularly thofe whom I have all along fufpc&d, 
and whole confidence I ufed every art to gain 
in January laft, when I heard that -the whole 
were m form a plan of ijuitting the brigades wiih- 
out giving any warning, I even went io far^s to" 
approve of feme of their fehemes, that they might 
do nothing without my knowledge.” 

P-fufal of this, it will naturally he tf- 
colledbed that the earheft intelligence given by 
Robert Fletcher, of the combination of his 
officers, was in Ins letter to lord Clive dated the 
25ih ot April, fix days only before the day of 
refignation. In the morning of the t5th of 
May, lord Clive and general Carnac arrived at 
Monghyr, where they were immediately inform- 
n ^ 1 !. circumftances above related ; Sir 
Robert Fletcher the fame day took an opportu- 
nity, m converfaiion with lord Clive, to repeat 
his-lordfhip of the 

wv but upon this fub, 

ject, lord Clive for reafons which will hereafter 
rn "ot *hink proper at that time 

^jflatisfaftion. Orders \vere if- 
drltn ^ whole brigade to be 

fivt: ne.t day, lord Cliv=Tr,.ending to 

he arrnrd’ 1 motnlng of the l 6 th 

he accordingly „ent to the parade where the>. 

Ih-ml/of?""i ‘•'''■-'gli foty' 

Ins /rfl: a'ttrm ' European foldiers required 
l>.s firft attention: he therefore addrefled him- 
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fclf to them in the flrongeft terms : he 
fented to them the heniotifnefs of the crime 
bcir officers hsi committed: explained to them 
:be oround upon which the diflatisfaftioh had 
irifen; informed them that the double batta was 
i^erelv an occafional extraordinary allowance, and 
pever" till now looked upoo^ much lefs de- 
manded,, as a rightv that the withholding it was 
an aft of the. company, the governor and coun- 
cil therein only obeyed the pofitive commands 
of the court jaf dircftots ; that the combinatioa 
which the gentlemen of this battalion had form- 
ed, to refign the fervire altogether on the dame 
day, was no lefs a crime then mutiny, for- which^ 
the ringleaders would certainly undergo the fc- 
vereft punifhracms that martial law could inftiftf 
and the moll of the inferior offenders fhould’be 
fent away to England bynhe firll fhips of the 
cniuing feafon :-*he furiher'obfcrved to them, that 
he was himfelf a foldicr, and had always been a, 
friend to the army; and he. had latelygiyena 
very ftrong inftance of his regard both to the of- 
ficers and private men, having eftabUfhing a 
fund for the fuppovt of all thofe who fhould be 
invalided, or %voin out; and alfo to the widens 
of thofe who fhould did in ihfe Ijrrvjcc. He con- 
cluded with exhorting them to behave with re- 
gularity and fobnety, and to do thetrduty as fol- 
diers lliould, till the arrival of officers, who were 
then o a the to^d to Monghyr. v 

He then fpoke by an interpretor to the feveral 
battalions of black troops, and highly applauded 
them for the inllance they had fo lately given of 
ths.ir^cadincfs and faithful attachment to the com- 
pany i 
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pany; he drftributed honorary rewards ^6 (ht 
veral commandants, and non-commiflioned officers, 
and ordered double pay co be xHlied to the privste 
men for the months of May and June, the whoU 
brigade was much pleafcd with thef« marks of re- 
gard from the commander in chief; expreffied their 
laiisfaition and gratitude with decent acclamations') 
and when they were difmifled from the parade re- 
tired without tumult and difturbance to their quar- 
ters. ' . . . ^ > 


-A detachmenr of the fcapoys was the next day 
fent out in queft of the refigned officers,-who were 
now encamped within a few miles of Monghyr, ia* 
to wait the arrival of their aflbciaiesfroifl 
A j § confulc together upon the unei* 

petted defeat they had alrfeady met with, lofi 
l-livefufpecting their intentions) gave orders th: 
t^y fhould immediately pr'oceed to Calcutta and 
affured them that if they did' not depart quietly 
detachment lliould convey them aWay by force. 
Th« nteffiage had the defired effeft.-and 4e dc 

.g-ril-on. 



«,«dl„rdCli«-.ord„s ,0 ..pair toMonghyr, 

peaedinTf ”7“’’.='"'' “■ 

pearf m a few days from Calcutta. 

lord Cirire^a^nd® 2' Munghyr, 

on th- ^ prnac refolred to prac«d 

' «fily convey affiflaSee to colonel Smith, 

■ -i—r. 
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^hofc critical fituation required their principal at- 
tention. In the mean vimc, the}' fent forward, a 
tew ofneers to Sir Robert Barker, with orders, in 
cafe tlie)r prefence fltould not be abfolutcly necef- 
iary at Bankipore, to march \vith all pofliblc expe- 
duion to ARahabad,*whetethey would receive far- 
ther orders from colonel Smith. < 

Neither the ofttters nor the men at Banki(JQrc 
belitved m fo tumultuous a manner as thofe nt 
Monghyr. The refignation indeed took place ac 
the fame time j but a much greater proportion of 
officers remained 1th Sir Robert Barker than with 
Sir Robert Fletcher, as fo much cooler had they 
grown vipon refledtioo, that many more would have 
returned to their rimy, bad they not been appte- 
henlive that fome of the ringleaders uould be called 
to account by a court-matbal dt'which thofe that 
retraced might be obliged to olfiente, contrary to 
he oath that had bound them to protc£l the lives 
Df earh other, , As to his European regiments, it 
tonliClcd chiefly, of new recruits who Chewed not 
be.lcafi difpofnion to be troublcfome. His chief 
leflclency was in artillery officers. He therefore 
ook thecomtnard of that corps himfelf, and hkc- • 
vife a battalion of feapoys. Lieutenant colonel 
-hapman an officer of great experience andaddrefs 
yas very inrtrumcntal m preventing »a total defer- 
!on_^ of fubalterns, and m preferving difclpline s- 
nongftthe Europeans in the cantonments, vhilfl: 
najor Gran: took charge of, a Confldcrabb divifion 
if the brigade, which Sir Rbbert Barker had pru- 
lently detached upon the fttft infotmaiion ho re- 
cived of the intended reiignation, 

VoL. lit. 2 (J jj 
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' It is now time to give an account of the tranfac* 
tions at camp in the hoes of Serajapore, under th 
command ot colonel Smich> who being in a very 
critical fituanon, at the eve as u was imagined of 
a battle, and at a great diftance from that relit/ 
which the other brigades might obtain, laboured 
\jnder peculiar dlfRculiies. 

On the 6th of May all the officers in camp, tirt 
x>nly excepted, wrote to the colonel, for leave w 
refign their commiflions, fome demanding tleit 
difeharge immediately, others on ihefirftot 
Htsaftonifhmcnt at this extraordinary condiifl, aw 
the rcfolutlon he immediately expreft in his letter M 
the feledt committee and his-general orders iifuw 
out that day, of which the following atecopicsJ 

My lords and gentlemen, 

' With furppriae and concern I acquaint 
that the major part of the officers of this dccadi* 
ment have wrote to me for leave to refign theif 
commiffions : fome have demanded their difcharg- 
immediatcly, others at the expiration of the mont^- 
« I tranfmit you a copy of the orders of the dsy* 
tvhich will fhew in lively colours my opinio 
tins tranfaftion : In the mean time, I requefi: ) 0 Ut 
immediate anfwcr concerning this event, n ith jou* 
inftfuaions, ; 

The officers of the garrifon at Allahabad 
v^lfb figned a reqocft of the fame nature ; but, 
was fmuggled to me, without coming through 
-proper channel I fhall return it to them ; 
it ferves to convince me that this is a general 
' diilaffcdrion. 

f had 
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If all the ofBcers of lliis detachment had deter- ‘ 
ntned to turn about on their colours, Jt fiiould have 
lad no effect upon my roeafures. The field and 
bme two or three others who have^ not forgot 
i hat they oue to their own honour, muft exert 
hemfelves with more alacrity. ^ ^ ^ 

I have the honour to fobferibe myfelf, with 
nuchrefpeft, &:d. 

Camp in the lines of ‘ Richard Smith,’* 

3 erra]apore, 6th May 1766.. _ 

General orders given 6ut by colonel Smith at the 
camp in the lines of Scrajapore, 6lh May 1766. 

The colonel cannot find words fufficient to ex* 
prefs his aftonilhment at the conduft of all thofe 
officets who have applied to him for leave to guit 
the fcrviceai thispatucular jun£ture,asa time when 
an enemy’s army, and that army lb numerous, is 
encamped at no great diftance from us. This is a 
behaviour fo foreign to every thing that has the 
leaft conncflion with honour, that the colonel 
bluflies to find his country-men Can fo readily facri* 
fice their own reputation to any private views of 
confidcrations v/hatfoever : when thefe honourable 
^ motives have no longer any influence, the ferviee 
of fuch officers is by no means defirable, , Captains 
Scott and Auchmuty, captain lieutenants Clifton 
and Black, lieutenant Elleker^ and enfign Maver* 
ley, having defired leave to refigrt, are ordered to 
proceed to Calcutta dircftly. All thofe , 'officers 
who havebeen pleaftd to fix the firft of June as the 
. period of their lerviecs, lhall have an anfwer before 
ffiat day : in the mean time the colonel cannot but 
' remarli^ 
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rcnrrlc, that iho'c ofTiccts «1 jo hnvc rcqucHitl Ica;; 
to r.fi^n thctr tommiflionc, lia\c fcr a model* 
traordimry cxinipte to the bfack troops, and t^e 
colonel by iliclr conduft, v. ill be rctluccd (o ll'i 
ncccfllty of placing that confidence in the fultlty 
of the black oincefs, uluch hitherto had been ptCf- 
pcrly repofed in the zeal of his fellov.’ countr)mt 2 

Richard Smith’’ 

Cotorcl Smith’s letter accompanied with a copy 
of the above orders, came to lord Clive’s hanJswa 
the morning of hts arrival at Mongh)r : * 

On the yih of May colonel Smith received ih 
following letter from the olTiccrs in camp : 

.To colonel Richard Smith, commander in cl’iefj&c- 

j “SIR, 

“ When afperftons, unmerited, ungenerousari 
unjufl, are publicKly call, with evident intcntif"-* 
to blacken the reputation of a corps, who have by 
length of fersicc, and the mofl ardent zeal, crni* 
nently diftinguifhcd thcmfclvcs for their belorcd 
country, the honourable company, and their own 
lionour j andwho have repeatedly been witncf^w 
the vanity of endeavouring, by reprefenring the 
fubmiflis-e and molt confifttnt with the cha- 
rattcr they are determined to maintain, ofhopir? 

the lead redrefs or profpea: of relief from <iriev?n- 
ces infupportable to them minds, it behovefh them, 

in vindication of themfelvcs,' to make this public 

teltimonial, that neither the fuppofed enemy^ w hidi 
‘ . thef 
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huvtJafpifc, nor the defign of injuring their >ha- 
.ovirablfi mafters, which they hold d-'or, has the 
raft tendency, nor was the fmallcH motive^ con- 
lucive to the requefl: of any individual of this 
rnrps, for libenty to refign the fendee, which^ 
^ith theutmoft regret, they arc compelled to re- 
iiiqmfli for that happtnefs, which is the only end 
)f their being vn more hofpitablc climates. t 

When even hopes are annihilated here, can ic 
herefore be exposed, that any tics can be more 
jindingthan the tics of nature; or that freedom, 
md the defire of that liberty we inherit from our 
fathers, can be denominated diflionour or re- 
proach 'But, though firmly afiured of thcjufticc 
and probity of our proceedings as individuals, 
\vc cannot behold, without fomething more than 
forro'.v, the public orders of the 6'.h inftant, 
whicli, as they can be produdtivc of no.compunc* 
iionin minds fatisficd v/ith thcmfclvcs, we hum- 
bly think that whatever part of them was intended 
to ftigmatife us nith difhonour, had much better 
been omitted : as this is a point every gentleman 
v.'iU tpo hard to Tcconcilc to his own breaft, 
we arc forty we arc obhgcd to give this inftance 
of gratitude to the fcrvicc, at the peril of lofing 
, \]\nt honour, which, than life, is to a foldicr 
more dear. 

In the mean time we will adhere to our duty, in 
the manner each has fignificd for himfelf ; but to 
pontimicfwiccv.ichoutconfidcncc; yea, without 
honour, as by imputation we arc at prefeut Cup-, 
p^fv^buerc, in reality, to be what we arcthoughr, 
nnc CO incric what we do not defervej we defire 
thcrccorc chat thjs may be forwarded tq the ho- 
nourable 
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nourable proficient and council, that by no mif. 
rcprcfcncations we may yet fiiffcr in their efieern} 
and arc ftUl, with the greateft refpeft,- 

Sir, 

7th May, Your mofi obedient, 

Humble fer^ant5, 


David Scott, Capt. 
A.ForbesAuchmuty,do. 
Ch.Clifton, Capc.Licut. 
Alcjr.^lack, ditto. 

E. Ellerhcz, Lieut. ' 
C. Mavcriy, Enfign 
Alex. Dowe, Cipt. 
John Buckley, Enfign 
Robert Brook, Lieut. 
Wm.Vertue. Lieut. 
Wm. Benton, Lieut. 


James Nicols, Capt. 
William Fenwick, 
John Jones, Lieut. 

G. B. Eyres, Lieut. 
Richard Rice, Enfigo, 
hlatt N.ail, ad Lteur. 
Henry Lidcle, Lieut. 
DennisFicIdhoufe, Enft 
Daniel Dow, Enfign 
G.ibr. Harper, Licur. 
Gabl. Johnfionc, Enf. 


To this the colonel returned the followirg 
anfu’cr : 


General Orders. Camp in the Line of Serraje^ 
« A I- 1766. 

;^P°‘"^‘^f^hon6urin allofficersbf the 
arm> Ihould be fidelity to the ftate they ferve, fo 
no private confidcrations can exculpate or extc- 
fnrlVtif "’bo can fo fir 

thefr • "'5' “ "ffociation ogoinS 

■oorccrpcdally at a rime wkli 
dee mafl,?”"’'’ T"*’ “■"Ipoffiblr oaual fir- 
rhbl^Tn^^■ 'be colonel is therefore inta- 
fire 1 r ‘binks fueh conduct is 

fort.gn to every thing that has the lead connee- 

' ■ tioq 
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.(ion with honour ; for this rcnfon, thofc ofnccrs 
-that fixed fo iliort a period to their fervices, were 
romifed an anfwet before the end of the month, 
'he colonel has received a letter, figned by the 
rajorparc.of the detatchment. When officers 
irget what they owe to their own honour, and 
le public fert ice, the colonel is by no means 
irprifed they llrould forget the refpea due to 
im ; therefore as Captains Dow and Nicols, 
.icutenants Eyre, Benton, and Jones, had ac- 
Uainted the colonel nith their intentions to rc- 
;gn at the end of this month, he now direft^ thofc 
imeersto proceed tsithout delay to Calcutta- 

RICH. SMITH/' 

In the afternoon of the day whereon this lafi; 
jencral order was iQued, LtturcnantVertue came 
.0 Colonel Smith, and dcfiicd leave to rcfign hvs 
iommiffion immediately. The colonel told him, 
:hat by the general order of the 6rb, he was pro* 
tnifed an anfwcr before the end of thctnonih, and 
that he certainly Ihould have an anfwer before the 
expiration of that period ; but that he would rot 
permit him to refign. After fomc altercation. 
Lieutenant Vertue told the colonel, that if he 
Mould not accept his cominifiion, he fiiould be 
under the neceffity of having it with him : he ac- 
cordingly laid down his coramiffion upon the ta- 
blcy acquainted the colonel he had done fo, and 
took his leave. Colonel Smith finding the Iieute- 
•iVjfcWffnp, “looV VncTievd- 
fary meafures for his being apprehended, that he 
might be brought to trial for difobcdicnce of ot- 
ilers and defernon ; he was accordingly out in 

arreli 
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crfeft on'liis arrival at Patna. The fentcnce 
■■■upon him by the general court-martial will b* 
hereafter mentioned. 

Colonel Smith, on receipt of Lord CUve’s Ut- 
ters of the 2.9th. of April and ed of May , ni:y< 
public his lordfhip’s''fentiment 3 y together whi 
thofe of the committee, in their litter to ih* 
council at Calcutta ; -and recommended to Msjet 
Smith the ofheer commanding at Allahabad, 0 
ufe his utmoft influence to bring the ofneers n 
garrifon to a proper fenfe of their duty, difp 
ing to them at the fame time the follotving ft* 
monftrance from himfelf upon the fubjeft. 

To the Captains and Subalterns of the Secoml 
Regiment of -Infantry, in garrifon at Aih- 
•habad. - 

** Gentlemen^ 

i' If the public fervicc could pol^Iy dlfpc’"**^ 
with my alafcnce from the camp, moft affwredls 1 
would repair to Allahabad, for I cannot readjo’-f 
letter to me, wherein you declare your intet- 
lions of religning your commiffions, withot?’ 
feeling the utmoft concern. As I cannot the^t* 
fore alfemble )ou together in perfon, T mufttaUf 
this method of oflering my fentiments. I intrea 
you, gentlemen, for yo\ir own honour, for ir>l 
, honour, and for the honour of ^ the regiment, 
weigh well this matter ; view ir) I bclecch 
diveftedof prejudice, and fuffer not yourfelvest^ 
.be trifled with egainft your better judgmenr. 1 
have traufmittcd Major Smith, the commar.dhj 

ofT’o-t 
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tifer at Allahabad, the fed determination of 
LordCUsc and the committee, with fotne other 
papers relative to this matter which die \vlll 'com- 
municate you* It IS irapofiiblc for me to fee, 
t\lthoUt the thoft alarming refledtiotiB, all thofe 
inentable confequencts which muCt cnfuc, if yoU 
herfift in this improper hieafurt. I conjure yoU 
not wantonly to abandon your fair prbfpefts it\ 
this rer\ ice; and as Ijiavc not yet tratifmitted 
your .requeft to the committee, I^caAnOttecciVb 
ajufler fatisfaftion than a delire from yob to fup- 
prefs It. ' ^ j 

“ To my iituation iri the field you no firan- 
gers ; let me but again hear you are Heady in 
your duty, and I Ihall feed orders fof ihariy of 
^ ou to join me with the utmoft expedition, that 
if the cnen\y (hould attempt to enter thefe pto^ 
^inces we may fhirc thehonout of defeating meiit 
intentions. ' 

f 

"With real regard, lafn^ 

Gentlemen, 

Your tnoft obedient, 

Humble ferVant, 

Head Quarters in the RICH. SMITH.” 

Lines of Serrajepore,. ' ■* 

May 12, 1766. ^ 

This letter, inftcad of prevailing on the offx^ 
cats to^ ptciceed no fattner in iheit unmiYifarv 
refolutions, ferved only to ck-afpsrate them the 
more, and drc\s from thttlithJi foUoAing intem- 
perate replj ; 

'i G 
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To Colbrel Richard Smith. 

“SIR, 

“ Your letter addrclled to us, and that of the? 
honourable committee to the council, haicbccrt 
made public to us b) the major this morning; 
and we arc no ways furpnfed, that after the in- 
famy you ha\e endeavoured to brand us with m 
the order of the 6th of Mtj, jou ihould enter- 
tain the mean opinion of us, that we fhould be 
frightened from any rcfolution wc ha\e already 
teftificd to the public. The temerity of an ordcf 
of this kind IS what principally furprifcd us, as 
we can conceiie no good end it would anfwtr to 
the fervice while oppofitc conrcquenccs may be 
eMdent You have therefore put it out of our 
power to fender the honourable company thofc 
Voluntary fen ices we had before offered , fo that 
wc are come to a final determination of proceed- 
ing downwards, as -we plainly perceive bj your 
not tranfmittmg our letter to the council, that w c 
are tnfled with, and arc unanimoufly rcfohtd to 
fet out for Calcutta the joth Fnftant. , 

f 

"Wc are, blR, 

With due relpedt. 

The Gentlemen of the ad regiment.”' 

Upon this new declaration, that they w quid 
not continue to ferve after the aotb. Major Smith 
found himfclf m a very dilagrceablc fituation , 
every captain and every lubaltern of the Euro- 
pean regiment. Lieutenant Delafield only er- 

cepted. 
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ccptcd,' were concerned in the combination, and' 
many of them behaved in fuch a difrerpe^tful and 
turbulent manner, as convinced him they were^ 
rather inclined to promote than difeourage a mu- 
tiny of the men. 

Their letter to the colonel^' above quoted, was 
by the major deemed of fb infolent a rupture, that 
he mtended to have putth^ all in arreft, but he 
was informed, that it he did, they would make 
^the foldiers take up arms againft him, as they 
had already engaged the men in their caufe. Un- 
der thefe circumftances he judged it ncceflary to 
ifpatch an exprefs to Serrajepore for an old bat- 
alion of feapoys which he had long commanded, 
nd whofe behaviour he knew might be relied on 
nany cafe cf emergency. This battalion, under 
he command of Lieutenant Brooke, performed 
he march .with furprifing expedition : in two 
lays and fix hours thcyjcachcd Allahabad, which 
s one hundred miles diftant from the lines of 
lerrajcporc, arriving fcvcral hours before the 
ime fixed upon by the officers for evacuating the 
Tarrifon. Islajor Smith had by this time brought’ 
^vcral to a more proper fenfe of their duty, and 
:hey all agreed to ferve, according to their firft 
propofal, to the end of the month. This modera- 
tion of temper did not 'however remain general. 
Oj\ the aad, Lientonant Monfcll, and Enfign 
North, came to him as deputies from the corps, 
defiring to difmifs Lieutenant Peek from the em- 
ployment of adjutant, and to turn him away' 
from his table ; and when the major defired to 
know the rcafon of this mutinous unfoldler-likc 
^efiage, they replied, that Mr. Peek had re- 
traced 
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'trafted from his engagement mththem, and Was 
no longer a-man of honour. Major Smith cn. 
raged at this additional inftance of difadefijon 
^mediately confined Lieutenant Monfefl and 
•Enfign Nonh, and ordered Lieutenant Delafield 
and Lieutenant Brooke to get the eighth battalion 
under arms.^ He then went hitnfdf and put all 
the officers in gartifon in arreft, except foiTr ■ tel- 
ling tnem he expeSed they Ihould in iefs than an 
hour make a proper fubmiffion for the affront they. 

fiime°d ttnd thatif theypre- 

Ijimed to break their arteff, or attempted to raffe 
any difturbat,ce in the fort, the feapojs ftonid 
have orders to put every one of them to death! 
This fpirited behaviour produced immediate fubi 
luiffion, and he foon releafed them alh except 

whom“h'‘?f''° four other! 

^vhom he thought proper to fend prifoner! to 

• While the officers at AlIahaLad were thus nre 
tTe' Cdehty‘ofthebbck",'rooDs'’‘’'^d"° 'l.oubt_ of 

that no good was to be expedhd’ from!'? 

rality of the -European Xen uoT n ' 
b^n’auel'de'? wiffi^St M 

many of the offieets if the cMrd br'i’:!?'"^?' 
they had refigned their 

■ • veithelcfs 
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rcrthelefs to do duty all ihefe, therefore, a: the'’ 
jntercelhon Sir Robert Barker, lord Clive coa- 
femed to reftore 

Imcfligence being brought, that thofe who had 
left the cantonment, were ftill hovering about Patna; 
a party of fcapoys were lent out to order them to 
depart immediately to Calcutta , and as the officers 
from Serrajepore and from Allahabid were upon 
the road, detachments \ tre placed at proper fta- 
tions to obferve their motions, and to prevent their 
raifing difturbances m the country. Lord Clive at 
the fame time wrote to the Trench and Ddtch 
, chiefs of Chandernagore and Chinfura, informing 
themof what had pall, and defiring them not tofuffer 
any of the Engliffi officers to rake refuge in their 
faftories To Sir Robert bletcher he lent orders, 
that not a man of the fecond and third brigade 
Jliould, on any -pretence whatfoever, be permitted 
JO enter the gates of Monghyr , and to the council 
St Calcutta he recommended that a vratchfuleye 
ihould be kept upon the condud of the officers af- 
ter their arrival at the precedency and that if 
they attempted to foment d ftutbanccs, theyfhould 
^56 all conhned in ilie nevt fort, until the Europe 
fhip ffiould be ready to receive them on board 
In the mean timcp as many of the principals of 
the combination as could be found was put under 
^rreft, in order to take their trial aS foon as a gene- 
ral court-martial pf field o*®ctrs could be fummon- 
pd The temper of the fecond bngvde alio was 
now much altered, the officers whom lord Clive 
bad Vent forward to Allahabad, on their arrival 
received orders from colonel Smith, to join him at 
^errajepore , but there Inppily proved no occaf on 
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•foT their fcrvice. The fate of their combination 
at Monghyr and Bankiporc, foon became pub- 
litkly known at Allahabad and the camp. The 
gentlemen of the fecond brigade were now conrin- 
cetl that the feheme for rccovirlng the double 
b'Jtta would prove ineftcftual ; they faw that font 
Clive would not yield to their demands ; that colo- 
nel Smith was -not afratd even in his critical fitua- 
tjon to triift wholly to the fidelity of the black offi- 
cers •, that feme of ihcit aflbciaics were in arrcfl 
for mutiny and defertion, that ipany others were to 
be Ihippcd ofTfor l£ngland ; that a ftrong fupply 
would foon arrive from Madrafs, and that in the 
mean tinic the field ofTicers of each brigade, with 
the afCfiance of a few captains and fubalterns, who 

• hy a timely fubmilTfon tvere refiored to the lervice, 
could keep the whole army in good order anddif- 
cipline. Tficfc confiderations adddd to the reflec- 
tion that their fortune and reputation, if. not their 
lives, were at fiake, prevailed upoh them not to 
quit their brigades at the time agreed upon, but 
10 foUcit forgivenefs and refiorauon. They ac? 
cordingly made all jicfTiblc fubmiffion for the irre- 
gularities they had been guilty of, and requeflcd 
permiflion to continue in the fcrvice ; colonel 
Smith who had authority from lord Clive to par- 
don thofe whom he wtfhcd to retain in his brigade, 
leinftated all who had behaved with moderation, 
and who were not in other refpefts unworthy of 
favour. ’ ' ^ , 

Repentance and humiliation now became general. 

Letters of recantation arrived from dmaCt every 
officer, each acknowledging the ralhnefs and 

crimg 
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crime of ilie late airoclaiion, and eacli_ folfciting 
permiffion to return to his duty. Few of the fubajJ- 
terns had any other means of fobfiflencc, than their 
commifiions in the company’s fcrvtce, Jind manj^ 
of them were very young men, who had been m- 
ycigled, or rather forced into the comb't^^tion by 
their elders ; -for when the ringleaders fjided in the 
art of perfuafion, they fcruplcd not to ha'^c recourfa 
10 violence, threatening feme with the eternal obli- 
quy of their brother officers, and others with 
death, if they refulcd to refign their 
tendernefs and compaffion therefore tooh place of 
the rigour of military difeipHne 5 all fhe enfigns, 
jmany of the lieutenants, and feveral 
^ains wcre.reinftated in the fervice j b’Jt in order 
jto prevent any further combination, ,tt ''‘*35 at ihd 
fame time given out in public orders, rliat every 
officer that had refigned, and was reftor^d, .fhould 
,be .obliged to e^^ecutc a coniraft not to quit -the? 
fervice under a certain limited time without giving 
year’s notice, / > • ■ ’ , ' ‘ 

. ‘ With regard to thofc who had deferred their 
duty m the field at Serrajepore, fevtftal of them 
W'ere kept in arrefl to take their trials ; theri 
others whofe conduit had been in 'a lefs degree ex- 
ceptionable, were ordered to diold,ihem in readi* 
nefs to embark for Europe. - " ' 

1* Many of the .vacancies were in a few weeks filled 
up by officers from the coaft, who w^rc admitted 
according to the rank they, held lOn the Madrafs 
eftabliffiment, fo far not to prejudice any of e- 
qual rank in Bengal, who* had' nut their 

cdmmiffions. . . ' ' ' • 

Th« 
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•The army was thu? in a manner new moddtea/ 
hnd, wc may \ eniure to aflert became foon as com* 
pleat, as to good oflicers and difeipline as any army 
of the company in India, ever was before ihaC 
period. 

. The happy iffue of this confpiracy is not to be 
attributed to the refoluiion of lord Clive alone : an 
oppofition of fach a dangerous nature, abetted and 
encouraged as this was by many gentlemen in civil 
fervice, and at a time when the provinces werd 
threatened with an invafion, could not ha<re beert 
overcome, had not the mcafures fuggefted by hiS 
lordfbip been-fteadtly purfued, and unanimoufly 
fupported by the council. Much is alfo to be at- 
tributed to the aftivity and firmnefs of the field- 
officers of each brigade, without which all the ef- 
forts would probably have proved unfuccersfub 
Thefe gentlemen as has been 0 Drer\-ed In the courfe 
of the narrative, ftverally exerted themfelves In 
fupprefiing the tumultuous difpofuion of the officers 
under their command, and alfo in. preventing a 
mutiny of the'foldicrs/ which •feemed almoll the 
natural confequence of a defection of the captainS 
and fubalterns ; ftor would it be proper to difmils 
this fubjeft without remarking that the fate of thd 
Eaft India company, depended at that time, and 
.* W'iU ever in a great meafure depend upon the at*- 
tachment of the native dtfciplined troops, which 
indeed is not to be fufpefted, fo long as they art 
regularly paid, well commanded and treated with 
humanity. • 

' To what lengths the military gentlemen, had 
they fucceeded in the 6ift inftance.; would, afiejt- 
jva^s have extended their demands, can fcarccly 

be 
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Ije conjectured ,* but jc has been confidently afTerted 
that three other points, befides the reftoration of 
double batta were 'intended to be ftruggled for, 

VIZ i 

’ lit. The abolition of the new .covenants, con- 
cerning the receipts of prefents from .the princes 
of the country • « ^ 

and. The annihilation of the powers of the fe- 
lecl commutee » and, . 

3rd Afolemn promife from the governor and 
council, and a ftandmg order of the board, thaC 
none of the ofRcers m Bengal fhould, m future be 
fuperfeded by any others appointed by the court of 
direCloTS from England or from either of the com- 
pany’s fettlcments in India. 

It IS not to^he imagined, that all thofe officers 
vho were now excluded the fervicc, and direfted 
to leave India, readily complied with the orders 
for embarkation. Some there were who determi- 
ned to refift : among thefe were MefTrs. Duffi^ld 
andHobertfon, two of the ringleaders of the com- 
bination in the third brigade. 

In the month of Augufl: v% hen they received or- 
ders to embark in the lord Camden, then under 
difpatch for Europe, they lent a remonUrance.to 
the board 5 fettingforth, that they fhould be great- 
ly diflrefled if driven to the neceffity of leaving 
India before they had feiiled their pm ate affairs; 
and that therefore they neither could nor would 
comply-N^uh the orders; the) alfo delivered in a pro- 
teft, declaring the board rcfponfible for the confe- 
quenccs of enforcing obedience ; Mr.*Robertfon 
at the fame time icprefenting that the ill flate of 
Yol. III. Dd his 



[ 410 1 

his health' would not admit of hismaking a 
without endangering his life. 

That there might be no doubt irr this jtarticu- 
lar, the governor and council direifled the prin- 
cipal furgeons of the feitlement to vilit him ; and 
the fubftance of their report was, that they did 
not find any objedtion, on account of hij? healthy 
to his going on board of ihip. 

Apprehenfive that the authority of the board 
■ivould not thus be baffled,- the gentlemen thought 
proper, as a dernier refort, to thut themfelves up 
in their houfes, and barracadc their doors. Thefe 
means they concluded would efTcftu'ally fecure 
them from the civil power ; and as to the- martial 
law they defied it, becaufe they had been pleaftd 
to refign their commifliobs, and woiiUl no longer 
be confidcred as militai^' men. The governor 
and council immediately-taking into conudcration 
the meafures nccetfary to be purfped upon this 
occafion, came unammoufly to the following re- 
folutions, viz. 

“ Refolved, that as Mcflrs. DufficM and.Ro- 
bertfon have, by their unwarrantable and muti- 
nous conduftin theljte aflbeiatioa, forfeited the 
privilege'of refiding within the boundaries of the 
company’s pofleffions ; and havf, m defiance of 
the order of the board, refufed to embark on board 
theLord Camden for Europe, they be compelled 
to embark on board the faid lliip, that theV 
' may be conveyed to England ; and afthough- 
from an aft of George the Firft, wc de/ive a 
fulHcient authority to have recourfe on this occa- 
fton to the civil powder; yet, confidering that 
MelTrs, Duffield And Robertfon are military men, 
^ and 
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■and that the delays that unavoidably attend the 
proceeding of the civil magiftrare in Calcutta, 
would bc'extrcmcly dangerous to all law, good 
order, and government, at a time when the mu- 
tinous opinion, that the army is not fubjcflto the 
articles of war, fo induftriouflv* propagated and 
openly avowed, it is agreed, that the faid' gen- 
tlemen be, without delay, apprehended by the 
military power, and kept in confinement as mu- 
tineers, until they can be embarked, when they 
lhall be fent on board the fhip under a guard.” 

At the fiime time, the board think it a neceflary 
.caution in the infiruftions to be given to the offi- 
cer who fiiall be employed upon this occafion, to 
prder him on no account to break open doors 'or 
'wiridoivsto come at the perfons of McflVs. 0uf- 
♦ficld and Robertfon; but fliould he find them 
barracadoed in their apartments, and >that tjiey 
obftinately pcrCft in refufmg to furrender them- 
fclves (as from the information received will moft 
probably be the cafe) that he content himfelfwith 
placing ccntinels round the houfe, fo as to pre- 
vent an efcape, and to hinder any perfon or pro- 
vifions going to them. 

Thefe are determined upon as the moft mode- 
rate means of inforcing the above refolution of 
the board ; and the right honourable the prefi- 
fidenr is defired to give the neceflary orders for 
carrying the fame into execution. ‘ 

• We cannot but be unan.imoufly of opinion> 
that the mutinous condudt of thefe gentlemen, 

d-uting th/t I'ji'Lt wcTicVitseKft cowiWTiatioTi, 

alone have juftified the refolution of this day's 
(^onfultation ; 'but we are farther tonvinced of the 

proprir'fv 



[ 1 

•propriety thereof, when we confidcr the moft fri- 
vilous pretexts and difingcnious artifices h.i\ e been 
madenfeof, inbrderto evadethe legal executive 
poucrofthis govcrnmtntj that the moft auda- 
cious defiance has been publicly bid to our au- 
tlioritj',* and that the pcrmirrlbg thefe men to 
.-continue indie fettlemcnt would not only create 
an opinion, that every man has in himfelf a right, 
independent of the company, to refide in India, 
but likewife greatly tend to tho encouragement 
and incrcafc ot that fplrit of fe<Vnion, mutiny, and 
'confpiracy, which has been raging throughout 
the army, and which is oor tndirpenfiblc duty, 
for the fccurity of the whole, by almoft any 
means to overcome. 

The refignation of theofficers in Bengal, which 
• has been traduced, is a concerted muting' and afifo- 
ciation of difeontented officers, notwithftanding 
all themifreprefentations of the right honourable 
theprefident and council before the committee of 
fccrccy appointed by the houfe of commons, was 
in every refpea juftifiablc, is ’a lawful refifiance 
againft injullice and opprcflion, ' The officers 
who had the foldicry at their command Ihould, 
have'cngaged the afliftance of the men which 
could alone have fccured fuccefs, Lord Clive 
having declared, that nothing Icfs than a mutiny 
of the foldiers Ihould force him to comply w’ith 
the terms of the officers ; and I take upon m\ felf 
'to reproach them for their daftardly behaviour in 
fufTering fo many gallant officers, injured and per- 
fecuted, to be fent to Calcutta. 

No douht that many of the civilians upon the 
Bengal cftablifhment, fenfible * of • their wrongs, 

were 
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Tvere equally tllflatisfied at fuch unwarrantable 
proceedings of the noble lord and his committee, 
and afl:cd with a becoming fpirlt in railing fub» 
feriptions for fuch officers as might refign their ' 
commiffions, running the rifk to be fufpended or 
difmifTcd the, company's Hfcrvice, rather than to 
be neutral fpeftaiors of fuch odious mcafures. 
Captain Goddard, and other officers of the firffc 
brigade accufed their lieutenant colonel SirKobcrt 
Fieicher to have been the firfl mftigator of theic 
refignatlons *■ he was charged, when he found a 
refignation \vas not to go forward by his prlvarfc 
hints and encouragements^ to have at laft ventured, 
to recommended it pubHclly at a table of a dozen 
officers ; telling them that the brigade major and 
his aid de-camp, fhould firftfetthe example ; and 
that their difcontenc, joined to that of the civilians -• 
would inevitably deprive his lordihip of all power 5 
adding, that he was well acquainted with the four 
gentlemen lord Clive had called from Madrafs to 
fill up vacancies in council at Bengal, who he was 
fure would all join againfi: him. He was accufed 
of having faid, that the army was infuUed, their 
fervices rewarded with ingratitude, and that his 
lordfhip’s defign was to reduce officers to contempt 
and beggary, i ? 

Sir Robert Fletcher wrote tp his lordihip a few 
days after, in a manner, that could not fail to con- 
vince his lordihip that the accufation in general 
was founded upon truth : he faid, that the concern 
he had in alfifiing and encouraging the officers to 
refign was aggravated, and confefled his impru- 
dence. The judge*3dvocate general at the.in- 
ftance of captain Goddard laid a regular informa- 
tion 
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tton of mutin} 'igamft Sir Robert Fletcher, ^tITO 
itas thereupon put on arreft the third of July, the 
day on which he arrived at Patna. 

One capt-un Scainforih of the firft brigade at 
Monghyr, during the coutfe of thefe tranlaftion? 
being m liquor, had made ufe of threatening ex-, 
preflions againrt his lordtbip’s iife, for uhich he 
was tried and fentenCfd to be cilheered 

The lenity which prci ailed at thfe general court- 
marci?! upon the trial of fix officers for mutiny, 
obliges us to obGsrve, that a coftcrafl: ftjems to be 
implied, as one of the obligations necefiary, forfub- 
jcfting an officer even m pay to the rules and arn- 
cles of wtr, as appears m the preamble to the aft 
of parhament for pumfinng mutiny and dcfettion of 
officers and foldiers inthefctvice of the Lafl. India 
edmpany The members of the court martial 
conhdered themfelves, this defeft, as a blei on the 
bdhilf of the prifoners. 

' Tire rage sviih %/hich the officers had been aftu- 
ated by the reduftion of the batta, was a natural 
confcqucnce of having been deprived of advanta- 
ges which ihey had before enjoyed, numV^rs of 
them were involved m debts, from which they bad 
no profpeft of c'^cricating themfeltes, and i\ere 
really reduced to much diftiefs by the fcantincfs 
of thtir allowances. 

Sir Pobert Fletcher had promifed to accept the 
^refignation of the officers of his brigade, as he wi's 
ftnfiblt they had an undoubted tight to tefign , 
the officers m the company’s fervice, not bound by 
any contraft, could legally refign their commiffions 
without the confeni of the governor and council, 
fend were notgudiy of mutiny m doing it confe- 
^ quenily 
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^uently Sir Robert Fletcher could not be guilty of 
mutiny in only advlfingthcmto it. The company 
itfcif has acknowledged^ that the olRccrs might re- 
lign their commiffions^ by having rifolved to ob- 
lige them in future to fign contracts, and by put- 
ting, the refignaiion of the officers of tlw firft bri-* 
gade“in public orders-slt the prcfidency. 

The lenience of the court-martial upon lieute- 
nant-colonel Sit Robert Fletcher, was, That hav-. 
mg been guilty of mutiny, excited fedition ; the 
court adjudged him to be cafhicrcd How could 
he, bound by no contraft with the cotnoany, be 
adjudged guilty of mutiny add fcdinon ? I leave 
thofe conrerfant with military laws, .to which in 
fafl neither he nor all the company’s officers were 
not fubje^t, to decide. / t 

• The Uibllance of the bond executed by the offt- 
ters, and tranfmitted co lord Clive by Sir Hoberc 
Fletcher ^^'as, that having entered into an engage- 
ment CO refign their commiffions in the company's 
fervice, and not to refumc them unlefscKsbatta of 
the troops was again reftored to v.hat it was in July 
and Auguft 1763 They bound and obliged them- 
ifelvcs fevcrally not to accept of, any commiffion'in 
that fervicej till they had obtained the fatisfac^ion 
required, under the penalty of 500L fterling, re- 
coverable in any of his maie(ly*.s courts Df-|ullice. 
This obligation was to be void and of no effeA, if 
the bait,! was reftored to the above-mentioned 
ftandafd ; oiherwifc to remain in full force and 
virtue. 

T he officers of the third brigade commanded 
by Sit Robert Birker.n lent a . temonftraricc ad- 
dreffird to lord CUrc and the council of Fort Wil- 
' liam. 
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Ham, fctting ^brlh their fufTerings, and the mifc- 
ues that either prcffed or threatened them evtry 
where, in confequence of the orders Of the 31!]: ot 
December for the curtailing of batta. 

• "Without necelTaries faid they, Ms prefumed it 
will not be faid we can fubiift in Indoflan ; and all 
commodities here fifty, fijtty, and upwards to two 
hundred per cent, more than at Fort William. The 
.wages of fervants too remain unalterable. Indeed 
to sn officer nothing is new except multiplied dif- 
trefs. The prefent allovxaocc is much inadequate 
to w'hat is eflenllally requifite to the fupport of na- 
ture, and the fiation an officer is honoured with. 
You Itnbw the fatigues 'of an officer in hot and 
rainy .weather ; the neceffi^* of his having a hoffe 
or palanquin, and the prefent impoflibiliiy of his 
procuring either. They concluded, by befeeching 
the prefident and council to cancll the orders of 
the 31ft of December, \7hich were already moft 
feverely felt; and if not countermanded, muft 
quickly bring poverty and wrcichcdnefs on the 
officers. 

'Their grievances ^were unnoticed and obtained 
no redrefs.. If one confiders the dearntfs of all ne- 
cefiaries in Indollan, and the various things an 
officer is obliged to be provided for, the pay of the 
company great as it feems, is by no means adequate 
to their expenccs. 

The following (hews the pay, batta, and additio- 
nal allowances to the different ranks.of military 
officers, fervingon the Beqgal eftablifhment, in 
pounds fterling, at zs. 3d. per current rupees. , 
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Total per Xnnum, Sterling; 

Colonet _ - - - jC .3433 ^9 ^ 

Lieutenant colonel - *- - 13'^® ^3 

Major - “ - - 975 5 

Captain ^ - - - 464 to 8 

Captain lieutenant - - - 371 12 6 

Lieutenant - “ “ ^ 7 ^ ^4 4 

Fnfign - “ “ “ 214 5 8 

Cadet - - • - 92 18' I 

I 

, Seapoy Officers* 

I 

Captain . - - - 464 10 8 

Lieutenant - • • - ^69 2 3 

Ilnfign , - - ~ - 287 3 8 

( •• 1 

Artillery. 

Captain ... ^00 9 it 

Captain lieutenant - - 413 it 8 

FirH lieutenant - • 290 14 z 

Second lieutenant - - 250 14 z 

Lieutenant tirewotker « - 229 ^ 4 

Ca\ airy. 

C-iptain - - - 55 i ^9 3 

Captain lieutenant - - j g 

I irft lieutenant - - 554 12 6 

Second lieutenant - . 034 4 g 

Cornet . . . ’g” g 

S^fT 

Quarter mafter general - . lo * 

VoL. Ill Ee J«*S' 
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Total per Annum Seri ng 

Judge ad\ ocilc general - - 4^4 ^ 

Chd[ilatf> - - - 464 10 8 

Atd de camp - “ 4^4 8 

Secretary - - r 464 lo 8 

Tveld engineer - - * 464 10 8 

Brigade major - - 4^4 *0 ^ 

Surgeon i*" - - - 461 to S 

Su^geon^affiftant - - 27^ ^4 4 

Adjutant - - - 278144 

Quarter mafter - - * 278 14 4 

Commiflaryandconduftor - 214 5 

Staff in ftaff, compofed garnfon from civilians 

Interpreter • • - 464 10 8 

Pa) mafter - • 464 10 S 

Deputy paj mafler • - 278 14 4 

Coiiimirtary of mafters •> 464 lo 8 

Deputy ditto - - - 278 14 4 

ComrtiilTary of boats - - 4O4 10 8 

Deputy ditto - - - 278 14 4 

7^\vn,maj0r - --‘J*. 1S5163 

Barrack mailer - - 185163 

Town adjutant - - 9aiS i 

'■N B The batta of officers in cantonments is 
only half of -that enjoyed in the licld , the batta af- 
ter croffing the CaiamnaHa, is double the field 
batta -} 

In the colonel’s abfence the next field officer 
commanding the regiment receives the additional 

batta 
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batta of the rank above him, with forty rupees per^ 
diem for his table, i j ; 

Ever}’ ftaff officer, cxcluCvc of the pay of the 
rank he holds in the army, receives the pay and 
batta of the rank he holds in the ftaff, j „ : 

Sir Robert Fletcher m a letter to lord Clive, dated 
Monghyr the 25th of JVpril 1766, concluded in 
this manner. I judge the other brigades are rjpe 
for an infurre&ion. Whatever the indigent majo- 
rity ot officers may, or may not have for carry-ing 
this matter fo far, I hardly fee any colour of a plea 
for thofe who bear double pofts. 

Above one hundred and thirty officers wrote a 
letter to captain Carnac, dated Korah April 15th 
176^, They acquainted him that in conrequencft 
of the orders of the 31ft of December, the officers 
of the firft, fecond, and third brigades, had come to 
an agreement of refigmng their commiffions ^whlch 
w'ere lodged to the amount of one Hundred and 
thirty. They therefore rcqOefting him to fend.his 
commifiion to fomc friend of the firft brigade, with 
fuch diredlions as he ftiould think proper, as cxpdt 
rience had (hewn there was no dependence on^ ver- 
bal declarations. They acquainted him that all 
the abfcntecs had been wrote to bn the occafion ; 
and that a fubfeription had been opened fpr fup- 
portingthofe who might want it ; in cafe the coun- 
cil ftiould think proper to accept of all their com- 
iruffions, or to indemnify thofe 'WhOimight^be 
pointed out as principals andfufferers, ftiould .the 
batta ever be reftored. This letter was figned 
Full Batta. j ^ , 

The officers bound themfelves by their honour to 
pay a fum of money, iq proportion to the rank 
' ^hey 



C' 3 

tliey held in the company’s fcrvice, in order to de-j' 
fray the expence of going to England, and pur- 
chafing an equal commiflion in his majefty’s fer- 
vice, tor any officers, who might lie fingled out to 
fufierin the caufe, in which they were engaged. 

HU lordfiiip was much enraged at an anonymous 
letter figned, Firfl Brigade, which fatd, that none 
but pimps to power would refufe to refign their 
commifiTions. ** I with, faid lord Clive, in a let- 
ter dated Mootcjyl, May a 1766, tocolonelSmith, 
if 1 could difeover the authors of tlicfe anonymous 
letters, my ulmofl: endeavours fliould be ufed to 
get them fhot.” - ■ ’ • 

This proves his lordftiip’s violent and bloody 
difpofuion, 'with the unprecedented military difpo- 
tifni he intended to efiabUfh in Bengal. 

It feems colonel Smith had perfuaded lord Clive, 
that the Maraita’s were prepared to invade the 
Korah province, as his lordlhip mentions In a let^ 
ter, dated at Shahabad, May iiih 1766, that the 
colonel’s return to Allahabad might carry too much 
the appearance of a retreat ; for this rcafon, the no- 
ble prefident approved of the colonel encamping at 
Serajapore, recommending him topreferve his poft, _ 
till the pretended motions of the Moratta’s /hould 
admit of his march to Allahabad. Should they ad- 
vance to the frontiers, continues his lordfiiip, you 
will adt in the manner you may judge moft defen- 
five for the provinces of Korah and Sujah al Do- 
dah’s dominions. The colonel was empowered to 
enter and conclude fuch treaties with any of the 
adjacent powers, as he mig^t think the emergency 
of affairs in thefe parts might require : however, he 
did not imagine tbpt an txcyrfion would be at- 

tempici^ 
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attempted fo late in the feafon, cfpecially into tho » 
pabob’s country, fo well fecured by the Ganges. ’ 
The nabob of Bengal having paid a vifit to lord 
Cliveat Sydokbangs, and being then much out of 
order, died the 8th of May, of that fort of fever^ 
which affefts the nofe, and Syfa Dowlah the next 
brother was placed upon the Mufnut. 

Lord Clive and colonel Smith with ten or twelve 
officers, proceeded with all expedition to Patna, and 
from thence proceeded to Banaras and Allahabad. 

His lordfhip at that time lodged to the amount 
of near feveniy thoufand pounds (a legacy left 
him by Mcer JaffierJ in the company’s calh, the 
intercit of whicn he cdabliffied as a fund for the 
fupport of officers and men, who may be difabled 
cy: worn out in t|te fervice. 

To a colonel 500I per annum; to a lieutenant- 
colonel 300I. to a major aool. to a lieutenant' 
tool, to anenfign 70K to a ferjeant 20I. to a cor- 
po’-al 15I and lol. to a private man ; part of 
which ptnfions is to be continued to their widows. 
We cannot but commend fuch an eftabliffimcnt r 
this extraordinary aft of bis lord/hip's public fplric 
and generofity was at this jonfture fuggefted by 
policy, when moft of the officers in the company’s 
fervice was diflatished of his other military regula- 
tions. *1 his cftabiiihment has been fince difterent- 
ly regulated by the company. A great number of 
officers put their commiflions in a box, and had 
them prefented to his lordfliip : one of them v'riting 
10 his friend, faid, “ I do not doubt, but that you 
have heard of the five Jacks he has given to the mi- 
linry , a generous foul, to break their heads firfl: 
^nd then gi\ c them a plalller.” ife v as taking tho 
■ moft 
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tnoft dcfpcrale rweafurcs againfk rhc officers \vIiQ 
Jiad refigned ; wholly influenced by ambition and 
fcif.interell, if the noble prefident had compaflul 
bis defigns, tternal flavery with fliame would have 
been the officers lot. Had the men joined them, 
his lordfhlp would have been forced to come into 
their terms. In a letter to the officers of the third 
brigade, are the following words ; “ What a pimp 
your colonel is, I Nvonder you don't flog 
Thev wetc reproached for haviag in adaftatly man** 
ner let Duffield be fent to Calcutta. 

The following is a converfation been his lordfhip 

and the general j over-heard by an officer of the 
' third brigade, 

. - General Smith. Whaf will your lordfliip do will] 
the army ? . , 

Lord Clive, Hang one' half for an example to 
the other. 

General. How will you be provided whli offi- 
cers ? 

Clive. Send to Madrafs and Bombay for all tlicy 
cm fpare j and makd ferjeants and corporals for 
the prefent. 

- General. Our ferjeants and corporals will never 
do for officers. 

Chve. They will do till we get better. 

General. And when you have got better, what 
will your lordffitp do with them ? 

Clive. Why reduce one half to their former fta- 
tions, and for fear the other half fhould be too 
llrong,. I ^Mll order them to Calcutta, clap them 
on board ffiips, and fend them to Bencoolcnl 
where they ihall do private duty as before. 

General, 
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Gcheral. Your brdfliip will bejiablc to prore- 
ciuions at home. ‘ 

Cine, i’ll be d-d then; for I’ll fend iuch in-'^ 
ftruftions to the governor, that few lhall tetnain to^ 
tell the' ftoT}'. ' 

' General. If the men Join, whu^V/illyou do? 

Clive. By G-d; I muft give them their own terms tl 
but the gentlemen by afting as volunteers feemed 
determined to prevent that ; let thern do fo a Iittla 
while longer, and by G-d I’ll do for them. 

The above is an abfolute fa£h, which proved that 
if the officers had engaged their men to follow 
tliem, lord Clive fhould have been forced ^co give 
up all thoughts of a mtllfary reformation* ^ 

Lord Clive in the procefs of his examination 
before the fclcft rommitice of the houfe'bf tom-* 
mons, faul, that the city of Muxadavad w as as cx- 
tenfive, populous and neb, as the cliy^of London ^ 
V lih this difference, that there arfe^ individuals id 
the fird, poffcning mfinitely'’ grcitcr property than 
t*ry m the iall aty : thefc, as a ell as other men of 
property, continued he, made me the greatefi: 
offers fuhich neverlhclefs are ufual upon fuch oc- 
cafions, and what they expefted would have been 
required) and had I accepted thefe offiers, I might 
have been in pofleflion of millions, which the pre- 
fent court of directors could not^have difpofrefled 
me of; but preferring the repuiaildn of iht Eng- 
Itfh nation, the intercfl of the nabob,' and tlie ad- 
vantage of the company, to all pecuniary confide- 
raiions, I refufed ail offers that w ere made m' , not 
onl} then, but to the laft hour of m> continuance 
ia the company’s fetvicc in Bengal and do chal- 
lenge friend or enemy to bring one Tingle inflance 
- 
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t)f my being influenced by interefled motives 
the company’s difadvantage ; or to do any adt that 
could reflect difhonour to my country, or the com- 
pany, in any one aftion of my adminiftranon ci- 
tKer as governor or commanding officer. I little 
cxpeft to have had my condu^ impeacbcd, or to 
have received fuch treatment from the court of di- 
rfeftors, cfpeclally after the many public and ho- 
nourable teftimonies of approbation I had received. 

Thefe were bold aflertions after the numberlefs 
inftanCcs of his lordfhip’s fordid and difgraccfu! mo- 
nopolies. I really believe, he would not have 
earned things to the extremities he did, had heex- 
pefted ever to have had his condudt impeached. 
He produced a copy of the company’s letter, dated 
March 8, 1758. Indeed, at that time their infa-^ 
tuation was fuch, that they looked upon his lord- 
fiiip as a prodigy of valour, the grcaieft hero and 
{latefmanofthe age, as appears from the following 
extravagant encomiums on his ferviccs, and that 
revolution, which will be a lafting monument of 
infamy. 

"SIR, 

** Our fentiments of gratitude, for the many gfeat 
ferv ices you have rendered to this company) toge- 
ther with the thanks of the general court, have 
been hitherto conveyed through the channel of our 
general letters ; but the late extraordinary and un- 
expefted revolution in Bengal, in which you had 
fo great a fhare of aflion, Iwth in the cabinet and 
in the field, merits our more particular regard ; and 

^ turning 
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, turning you our moft fincece and hearty thanlts for 
the xeal, good conduft and intrepidity,^ which 
you have To eminently exerted on this glorious oc- 
cafion ; as well as fpr the great and folid advanta- 
ges refuiting therefrom to the Eaft-India company v 
\ve earneftly wifh your health may permit your 
continuance in India, for fuch farther terms, as 
will give you an oppotionity of fccuring the foun- 
dation you have laid ; as liUewife to give your 
afliflance in putting ;he company’s mercantile and 
civil affairs in a proper and advantageous footing, 
upon the plans now tranfmitted. For this pufpofe, 
as well as in confiderationof your eminent lervices, 
we have appointed you governor and prefident of 
Fort William in Bengal and its dependencies, ia 
the mapner mentioned in the general letter, by this , 
conveyance ; to which we have annexed an ad-f 
‘diiional allowance of loool. a ycar,*as a teftimony 
of our great regard for you. nls lordfhip wjio had 
cxprclTed the utmoft contempt oh divers occafions, 
for the opinion of the court of directors, was glad 
to produce this teftimony in bis favour ; what aa 
inconfiftency with the illibeia! abufes of which he 
had been fo prodigal on the blunders and mlfcon- 
duft of ihofe managers of India affairs. It mufi: 
be obferved that after this revolution, the large fums 
granted by the nabob' to make good the Ioffes of 
Several inhabitants, ,werc more than fufficient to in- 
•demnify them, had lord Clive made an impartial 
and judicious diferibution, and not div’crted part of 
this public money to his own. ufe and that of his 

. creatures. 

, Although the nabob gave the company a crore 
of rupees, j ec as the company, was at an im- 
VoL. Ill; F f menfe 
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itienfe expence of mamtaimng the fettletuent at 
Fulla, the military charges of the troops fronfi Forf 
Sc. George and Bombay, and the hazard ihole pre- 
Hdcncics had been expofed to by drawing them off 
.from thence : the charges of fortifications and re- 
buildings, replacing ftorc;, increale of garrifons, 
the lofs of a feafon’s invrftmenis, if not more, and 
many obvious particulars, were taken into the ac- 
count, it would appear that the company were ffill 
confiderable fufferers. Not only the money ftipu- 
lattd in the treaty with the nabob w as {ufficient i<y 
indemnify the inhabitants of Calcutta for their re- 
fpcftive Ioffes, together with the intereft thereon, 
but the company might have been benefited by i 
confiderable furplu<, if properly applied ; the di- 
Ttftors infttuftions ’ttete to depom foch furplus m 
their cafh, to be expended in fuch manner, as 
ttould tend to the general utility and fecufity of the 
fetdement*, lord Clive never made fuch dlfpofitioil 
of the money, as he was direfted by his em- 
ployers. 

In regard to the fiflitious treaty, lord Clive infor- 
med •the 'committee,' that when Mr. Waits had 
nearly accomplilhed the means of carrying that re- 
volution into execution, he acquainted him bv let- 
ter, that a frcih dlfiiculty had Ilarted j that Omi- 
chund had infilled upon live per cent, on all the 
nabob’s treafurcs, and 30 lack in money and 
threatened if he did not comply with that demand, 
be would immediately acquaintScrajahDowlahwith 
v/hat was going on, and Mr. Watts ftiould be put 
todcath. That when he received this advice, he 
thought act and policy warrantable in defeating the 
piirpofcs of fych a riHain ; and that his iordrtiip 

himfclT 
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Mmfcifformcdthe phnof the fic^titlous treaty, ta 
\\ hich the commiitec confcnrcd : it was fcilt to ad- 
jnlral Watfon who objeftcdthe itgning ofh ; buc 
to the beft of his rcmembrincc, gave the gentle- 
man who carried it (Mr. Lulhington) leave to fign 
•his name upon ir. ‘That his lordfliip never made 
any fccreiof'it; thought it warrantable in fuch a 
cafe, and woultl do tt again a hundred times, ancl 
did It with a defign of difappointing the expecta- 
tions of a rapacious man. That Omichund' was 
•employed as an agent to “Mf. Watts, as having 
moll knowledge of Scrajah Dowhh's court' and 
had commiffion to “deal with three or four inore of 
the court. He pretended not to know exactly the 
■'tjmount of the trcafurcs of Scrajah Pdwlah, but 
believed about three or four millions ; that Mr. 
I.ufhington was the perfon whp ligned admiral Wat- 
•foh’sname, by hisMordOiip’s order. He was at that 
time fecrctar)' to lord Clive. His lotdjbip declarctl 
that he did not receive above i^'Jack of rupees 
clear all In money, denying to have received any 
jewels. It appeared that the noble lord had tranf- 
iimtted to the company fomc account of the treaty 
with the' nabob Meer JalTrer, but no copy of it ; jt 
is amazing thatan inftrument of -fuch importance, 
•(hould have been delivered ox'cr \\ ithout a copy be- 
iing taken.' The 1 3th article'', his lordlhip pretended 
never to have recollected it till he was laft ihlndia. 
‘Hislordfiiip acknowledged haying wrote to the di- 
rectors that there wis no fiich'article to the boft of 
'•his knowledge. Bv that article, the company flood 
'bound m alliance with fl^ecr Jaffier. The inftru- 
’ mem which tlie nabob figned contained only twelve 
-articles, and that figned l)y the thirteen. The 
' ' ' • twelve 
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iwelvc articles were all in Perllan, and onlv the 
thirteen in Englifli. Lord Clive’s letter to the 
Dutch governor rcfpeaing the Ihiiteenili article 
was not entered into the public proceedings at 
Calcutta, though a public proceeding of a very 
important nature. Lord Clive having an in- 
dependant command from the gentlemen” at Cal- 
cutta, did not think proper in every circumftance 
to tranlmit the particulars of his proccedinas tn 
them. ° 


Captain Brercton, who was lieutenant with adl 
miral Watfon in the Kent faid, that he had often 
heard the admiral fpeak of the treaty that was to 
deceive Omichund t that it was propoled to him to 

fign this fiaiiious treaty to deceit e Oraichtiiid of ,0 

lack, which herefufedtodif, asdilhonoiirable to him 
psan officer, and an affront to ptopofe it to him ■ 
that IS was propofed feme body Ihould fign it for 
him, winch he alfo refufed, and faid ho woJid waft 
his hands of iti he would have nothing to do with 
It. he tyas a Kranger to deception, they might do as 
‘J'Polibonabfolutely con(radtas 
the affertion thatMr Lulhington had au.ht,ri y from 
the admual tofign for him rhat fiftitious treaty Ts. 

captain Brereten further, declared, he had often 

heard the admiral fay. he would nor authorife .fnv 
body to do It, adding, he was fure the admiral had 
too. good heart to put his feal to fuch an inllrii 
ment. Admiral Watfon heard 
Martin, on his death bed. of his name having be"en 
to the fiaitious treaty ; and the ferrei • 
had agreed to Biare thettirty lack ffipulatcdm the 
agreement with Omichund among th^feU e and • 

eitcluding the admiral of his ftareT becaurehe d 

notfigned the treaty. The admiral faid, that L al- 

ways 
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ti'ays thouglic the connexion difhonburaWe,'' and 
-as there was fo much iniquity amongft mankind, 
:)ie did not wifh to ftay any , longer among 
them. This was iuft before hU death, which 
•happened the lOth of Augull, 1757, Captain 
'Brereton faid, he was npc prelent at this ebnverfa- 
tion, but ip-the next room j and that it was 
.communicated to Wm by captain Martin, dead 
.fincej the moment 4 ie came out of ’the room* Ic 
foems the admiral never applied to the felefl: com- 
•mittee for a part of this mon'ey,' but after his 
‘death, ‘hvs executors did, Captain Brereton faid, 
•the admiral did not mention the gentleman's name 
•who propofed to fign ♦ the fidtitious treaty, but 
•faid with a fneer,*it v/as a member' of the fecret 
jcommiitee. That he had heard the admiral fay, he 
thought it an excniordinary mdafurc lo^depofea 
'man with whom‘they had fo lately made afolemn 
•treaty j that, if he was inftrudled by tlie king to 
afford the hah-India company afilftance in their 
-affairs, he aflilkd them wMch* forces according to 
-his duty; that he alw.iys iinderftood^from the 
admiral's converfation, that he did fign the real 
•treaty, but never heard him fay whether he ap- 
proved of it or not. The admiral -would never 
-give his confent to any tranfaftion that he held 
>difhDnojrabic, that iliould infinuate his approba- 
“tion as deception. 

Captain Brereton’ further faid, that "he did not 
■beltevf* the Eaft-India company could Ifave fuc- 
•ceeded in their different emerprizes, and particu- 
larly in cffcftlng the revolution in favour of Mecr 
JafBer, without the afliflance of his majefty’s foips 
^nd troops, ^^'hcn the admiral declared, he had 

JlOt 
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^liouldcrs,) he alluded to colonel Chvc anf{ the fc- 
left commUcec, in concluding that he hai j^ft 
them to^do as they picafed. 

Sir Eyre Ccotc being called upon to givc an ac- 
count of the tranfadUons in Bengal in thg y^jt* 
1757, that came vuhm his kno\t ledge faij^ Thac 
Jie was a member of the council of war, previous 
to the battle of PlafTcy upon the lift tjf June, 
s\’hcn colonel Clive called the council together for 
their opinion, whether it would be prudent come 
to an immediate aftiofi with the nabob, t)r .fortify 
themfttlvcs where they were, till they could be re- 
inforced by the Marattas ; . the opiniohs tjf lieute- 
nant colonel Clive, two majors and ten captains 
^ were ajtainft comlnjc co an Immediare aftioxi, fprjaa 
immediate engagement were the opinions of major 
Eyre, Coorc and fix captains. The reafoi^ foj. g|p 
Eyre Coote’s opinion in this council have ijggjj gj. 
ready explained, and haring read a dcfcripjJon of 
the battle of PlafTcy, he g?vc an account (jf theat- 
tack upon Chandernagore, to fhew -the Idiffprgnce 
of lofs when afting againft European Of Indian 
forces ; and it appeared, that the lofs w^j nruch 
more confiderable at the attack of Chandernsgore, 

. j Being defired to give his opinion whet^^r with- 
j3ut ilie afiiftance of the king's troops and fijjpj 
the whole of the tranfaftions In .1757, lf,e enter- 
■prlzes would have fuccceded ? He laid, l^e had no 
.idea that they could; and whether the arn^y under 
colonel Clive alone could have taken 
gore without the afliftance of the navy anc^ -.kine’s 
troops .? ’ he faid the probability was againfi thern 
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His lordllup obferved, thithe had made fome 
miftake in a Jortner pare of his evidence, that he 
certainly (hould not ha\e declared that admiral 
Watfon had confented lo have his name put to 
the fiftuious treaty, if he had not underftoca from 
Mr Lufmngton, but that he iNould have ordered 
bis name to be put whether he had confented or 
not. 

The following extract of a letter from his lord- 
Ihip to the ft eft committee at Fort St George, 
dated the laih September, 1755^ as read. 

** It IS \uth the deepeft concern I acquaint you 
■“ of admiral Waifon’s death, his zeal for the fer- 
\ ICC of the company, and the extraordinary fuc* 
cefs (t vas crowned with, both at Gcrrah and i*i 
** the expedition, will make Ins memory, particu- 
** larly m India furvive to lateft ages ** 

Lord CU\e m evidence to the manner in which 
Mecr Jaffier gave his ja^hier, informed the com- 
mittee, that the firft letter he ever wrote about a 
^aghire, was to the beft of Ins remembrance on the 
gift of January 1759 nabob owed his 

lorddiip his government, he had been a means of 
having honours conferred on the colonel, in creating 
him an omrah of the empire , but that he had 
given him nothing to fopport thofe honours 
Lord Clive further informed the committee, 
that he applied to Joggut Scat, a banker, and a man 
of great w eight and inftuence witli the nabob, w ho 
prefented him in his name with the jaghier inclofcd 
in a filken bag, in confequence of having be“Q 
made an Otrrah, without this ufual app:ndage of 
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Ills new dignity. In anfwer to wMch, he replied, 
thnt the nabob never granted jaghiers m Bengal \ 
that Orixa was too poor, but that he might have 
one in Bahar. His lordfhip declared upon his ho- 
nour that he never applied for any jaghire, either 
direftly or indireftij’, after that period; and that 
T/hen the nabob prefented him the jaghire, near fi.x 
months afterwards, he had not the fcaft idea of the 
amount of it, nor of its being the quit-rent upon 
the company’s lands, till the patent explained it j 
that the amourir of the jaghirc was reckoned abput 
30,Dool. a year. • He faid, he had received the be* 
nefit of the jaghire from July 1759* to this day. 

Lord Clive made a declaration, which fiiews he 
looked himfelf upon the nabob’s armies as con- 
tempubki and licentious troops, that requited very 
little military knowledge to conquer them. He 
faid, it is the cuftom of that country never to pay 
the army a fourth part of what Is promifed them ; 
and Ids only intlme ofdlftrcfs they can be paid at 
aUj and for that reafon the troops always behave 
fo ill. That the troops of Mcer Jaffier had muti* 
nied, becaufe he could not pay them,' as iheiO 
were great arrears due to the army by Scrajah 
Dowlah as well as Mcer Jaffier, amounting to 
four milioos fterling. He faid, he had been in- 
formed that the nabob’s jewels amounted to near a 
milioil fterling 5 that the worft of them, worth 
about 50,000!. were fent to Calcutta, and fold 
there as part of the treaty money'; and that the 
nabob made affignments of lands for fulfilling all 
the articles of the treaty, in the nature of mortgage ; 
his lordfhip declared, that he was made an Omrah 
by his xequeft to Meef Jaffier, to'make the appli- 
cation to the mogul. Some days after this evi- 
dcncc was given, lord Clive acquainted the com- 

• mlttce. 
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iTiUtce, ihnr, upon recollcfllon, he was minalvcn 
in Uic anfwrr he made: being on vshofe 

application he was made an Omrah ? that his an- 
fwerto It now i«> by Mcer.Jaffitfr’s to the Mogul, 
and without application on his lordfhlp’s part. 

Lord Clive acknowledged, that whcnScrajah' 
Dottlah arrived, after his defeat at the city of Mo- - 
xadavad, his palace was full of treafure ; but with 
all that ireafurc he could not purdiafc the confi- 
dence of his army ; and that he was employed in 
lavifiilng confidcnble lutns among his troops to 
engage them to another battle, but to no purpofe. 
That the day on which Mcer Jaflisr fliould enter 
the city being fi'ced, hts loVJfhipmade alfo his entry 
at the head of two hundred 1‘uropeans nnd five 
hundred ftapoys. That the inhabuanis who were 
fpeftators upon that occafion, muft have amounted 
to feme hundred thoufands;' and if iluy Ind had 
an inclination to delVroy tlic Europeans, they might 
have done It with Ibcksand Hones. On that day, 
continued his lordfhip, being under no kind of re- 
ftraint but that of my own confcienre, I might has e 
become too rich for a fubjeft ; but I had hxed up- 
on that period td accomptdh all my views whate- 
ver, and from that period to this hour, which is a 
fpace of fifteen years, I have not benefited myfelf 
direaiy nor Indircdtly, the value of .one fill 1 ng, 
the jaghire excepted j I have been placed m great 
and eminertftationSjfurrounded with temptations ; 
the civil and military power were united in me;* 
a circumllance which has never happened to any 
other man before that tune, or fince : the com-^ 
mittee will therefore jud^ whether I have been mo- 
derate or immoderate in the purfuit of riches. His 
VoL. Ill, Q g lord- 
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lorclftiip had forgot the monopolies and other pecu- • 
niary tranfaflions in which he was tflhntially con- 
cerned, the iall time he was inverted with the lu- 
preme power in the Bengal provinces. Lord Clive 
went onto rclattf, that Mccr JafTier being proclaim- 
ed nabob, and a day fixed upon to confider the 
nabob’s treafures, and to fee how far he could« 
comply with the treaty immediately', after that 
rtate was known, this matter was left to be deci- 
ded by the Seats, two men of immenfe wealth and 
•great influence ; and it was agreed, that half fhould 
be paid down, and the other half in three years. 
That at this meeting was Omichund ; and when' 
the real treaty came to be read, the indignation 
.and rellntmencexprcfiVd m that man’s couiutnancc, 
bars all defeription. Hefaid,‘thjs cannot be the 
treaty, ,it was a red treaty that I faw ; (meaning; 
wrote upon red paper.) that his lordfbip replied, 
“ Yes, Omichund, but this U a vhite treaty." 
That this important bufinefs being accompliflied,’ 
he returned to Calcutta with the army, and the 
Nabob (of his own making^ foon began to fill liis 
.own greatnefs, and manrtefted evident defigns of 
ufhakingof ail dependence upon the Englilk, and 
of evading the fulhlling the reft of the treaty, l-hat 
he difmifled from bis fervice thofe great men who 
had been the inftruments of his^rtatnert, and he 
put to death the only /bn '.of ;Scrajah ‘Duwlah, 
That as foon. as, the rains were over, he took the 
field- without the. company’s afliftance to quafli> 
three rebellions but when he cameiferioufly to 
confider of his fituat!On,,he thought proper to call 
upon the Englilh -for afliftance ; and thatfhis lord- 
ihip marched immediately to join liim. That at 
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ihechy liehadameetlngwith thcdifcontented clitefs) 
when he engaged to protect them in their peifons, 
and to ufc hu influence lo get them reftored to fa- 
vour. That this was cafily accomphlhcd) arid he 
then inriftcd that he -IbouUl immediately pay down 
that part of the treaty-money, which was then 
due, and that he (houW aflign over lands, fuffia- 
ent in mortgage to fecure the reft. That no difii- 
culty was found in fubduing all his enemies, ex-* 
cept RamnaVrain, >iho was the nabob of Bahar, 
and at the head of a great army, and would not 
acknowledge Meer Jaffier without the Englifti fe* 
curity j which being giien and a promife made, 
that he fliould remain in his govetnmenc* he came 
to the nabob and paid his obedience. That the 
country being now juft fettled, he returned to Cal- 
cutta, with an intention to embark for the Carna- 
tic, and taking the firft fa\ curable opportunity of 
returning to his native country : but m the Interim 
the chiefs arrived from Europe^ which brought 
out the very ftrange appointment of four gover- 
nors, which was called a rotation government, be- 
ciufeonc governor was only to be as fuch for three 
months. Hehadnottht honour to be appointed 
one of ihofc governors : upon w'hlch the gentle- 
men who had that honour, as well as the reft of the 
council who thought proper lo deviate from the 
commands of their honou'-ablc employers. Alledg- 
ing, that a rotation of governors for the future ma- 
nagcm:nt of ihcir afiairs at the prefidency of Ben- 
g.al, weighed w.rh all its attending circumftances, 
was'’repugnanc to the true inrereft of the compiny, 
and the welfare of the feidcment in general : that 
placing the prefidenifliip in fomu one perfon," vas 
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the cleattft and eaCieft’cnethod of conducting thelc 
concerns, as with us prcfcrx’ing the influence the 
late revolution had given them, with the Subah 
of thefe provinces. That a rotation in the execu* 
tive part of government, would be attended with., 
great difficuUks 'and incomenlencies when the 
treaty with the nabob \\as nor perfected in all its 
branches, the pofleflions of tlie lands incomplete, 
the fettlemenc tn nn pcfturc of defence, the Frencli 
confiderably reinforced with. military and a fleer. 
Their defigns w ith refpeCt to Bengal hitherto un- 
known, and the impoffibihty of imprefling a pro- 
per Idea of this divided power In the minds of the 
Subah and others, accuftomed to the government 
of a Ungte perfon. 

‘1 he tour gentlemen appointed governors acqui- 
tfeed to this opinion, and were made fenfible that 
fuel; a, rotation in the executive part of govern- 
hunt, would be extremely prejudicial to the re«l 
Intercll of the company. And, ^s lord Cltve had 
been named head of the general committee, his 
friend Mr. Watrs, who was with his lordfhip the 
principal inftrumeni of the late revolution, that 
had proved f\) beneficial to the projeftors, was de- 
termined to fix the prefidentfhip, in a fingle per- 
fon, namely, colonel Clive ; perfuaded that this 
.appointment would anfwcr all the fordid views and 
expcdlations of tl:em both, till they heard further 
from liurope. After having made a pompous enu- 
meration of colonel Clive*s eminent Icrvices, abili- 
ties and merit, and rtprefenred his fuperior weight 
and infliunce with the Subah and his officers j he 
pret ailed on the reft of the council to make him 
an oGcr of being oreiMm of the company’s affairs 
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In Bengal, till the plcafurc of the directors fhould 
be further known. 

Lord Clivc did not hefitate a moment to accept 
of a requefl: fo agreecblc to his ambition ; and 
foon after, he received his appointment from the 
court of direftors themfelves, in conftquence of his 
magnified vifl:ory at Plafley. The noble lord, with, 
his wonted modefty affiimes the principal merit of 
having reftored the company’s affairs upon the coaft 
of Coromandel, uhenj^r. Lally arrived with fuch 
a force as threatened not only the deftrudbion of all 
the fcttlemerits there, but of all the Eaft»India 
company’s pofleffions ; it is known that Madrafs 
muft have lhared the fate of Fort St. David, had 
not the French wanted money, \yhich gave time 
for ftrengthening and reinforcing the place, ndbly 
defended by Mr. Pigor, general Lawrence, colo- 
nel Draper, Mr. Caillaud, major Brereton, tcc. 
Indeed his lordfhip, contrary to the inclinations ot 
his whole council, projected and luckily accomplith- 
ed’the feheme of depriving the French of the nor- 
thern fircars fwhofe revenues were computed to a- 
mount to .^oOjODoi. a year.; But the compleat fuc- 
cefs of this expedition was owing to the gallant co- 
lonel Ford, by whofe courage and conduft,' fupe- 
rior to .iny thing that had happened during the 
courfe of the war, the French were totally driven 
out. 'As for the fiege of Patna, which his lordfliij) 
obliged the king’s Ion to raifc, every body knows 
that 'this pufillanimous befieger fled at his ap- 
proach. 

TiVtrcrCiWi^rccei^ibfexpeaYtion or'' cofonci'Faro*, 
who intercepted the Dutch in their march toChin- 
fura, was the confequence of colonct Clive taking 

upon 
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upon Hnrfclf 10 commence hoftilirics againll a ns- 
iiori, with ^\’h{)m we were at peace, on a fufplcioa 
tiac Meet Jafficr, tlie nabob of his creation, had 
eacoutaged them to come to Bengal. ^Indeed, his 
lordfhip fiiggeftcd the danger of an in^afion, bur 
colonel Ford was charged' with the rilk to oppofe 
it. After the defign of the Dutch had been fre- 
flrated, by colonel Ford's adivity, colonel Clive 
refigncd his government to Mr. Howell, and the 
military command to colonel Caillaud, and em- 
barking on board a fhtp in February 1760, arrited 
in England in July. 

Had the dtreilors been acquainted, as they have 
been finer, with captain Clive’s firft military ex- 
t ploits, and the lucky circumftances that favoured 
them j this might have difpenfed with the precious 
token of their efteem, I mean that fnord fet with 
diamonds, of which hislurdfhip boalled, in read- 
ing the'^minutes of the Eafl-India company, with 
therefoUcsof their repealed thanlts to the feleft 
committee of the hoofe of commons. Whan they 
dtfired him to give hi$ confent that his portrait or 
flaiufe fhould be taken, m orderfo Be placed infbme 
confpicuous part of the India-houfe, that his emi- 
nent and fignal fetviccs to the company might be 
ever had in remembrance ; they fhould have been 
better informed and lefs precipitate, before they 
decreed fuch honours ?o theheavtn born general. 
The revolution afTeftcd by his policy, has proved 
fince a difgrace to the Crittfli nation. Accordirig 
, to his own declaration, Mccr Jaffier proved a trea- 
cherous ally, as he charged the nabob before the 
committee with having invited the Dutch, into the 

Bengal 
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Bengal provinces, anvl connived at their ralfing" 
troops in the country. . ' ) i 

Colonel CaiUaud gave an account of what he 
Itnew ot the tranfaftionsprecedlng the revolution in 
1760, and what Induced him to confenc to that re- 
volution. He was called to Bengal in 1759, to 
hke the command of the troops , in the room of 
colonel Clive j and was informed, that the prince 
Tcalled ShanzaddaJ was again preparing to enter 
the province of Bahar with a larp^e army, 'and 
joined By fcvcral Zemindars of that province- who 
had not taken part with him the year before. 
This proves that the revoUuion effefled by the 
arts of colonel Clive and Mr. Watts promifed 
nothing 1 fs than a permanent peace and fecure 
pofTelBon of the new acquifions'in Bengal. 

The nabob of Parma had taken the held on the 
Eaftern hank of the Ganges; about halfway be- 
tv/een Patna and Muxadavad and his motives for 
* fo doing were ; the umbrage he had taken at the 
hte encroachments of the company, being inclined 
to join the prince, if a favourable opportunity of- 
fered. Colonel Clive judged it therefore expedient 
that he fliould march Aviih a detachment to Muxa- 
davad, there to wait his arrival and his orders. 
Colonil Cailhud fet out from C-ilcutta in Decem- 
ber,^\vich the detachment of 300 Europeans,' 50 
iritllery, fixi pieces of .cannon and a battalion of 
feapoys, confiding of about 1000 men, and arrived 
at Muxadavad the 26th. i On the- 6th of January 
Lord Clive and colonel Ford joined him. Lord 
Clive then introduced him to the nabob, recom- 
mended him to his fncndlhip;- and-defired he would 
repofe all the confidence poffible in colonel Cail- 
• lau I 
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laud, who was well indin^ and attached to hi‘s^ 
intereft. On the 14111 Lord Clive and colonel’ 
Ford fet out upon their return. And on the 18th 
he began his march to Patna, joined by the nabob’s 
fon at the head of a large number of cavalry for- 
ces. There was a' great many difficulties infetting 
out the expedition J the low ftate of the nabob’s 
treafury obliged him to borrow money, as he could 
get it from the bankers in mortgaging countries 
for it. Colonel Caillaud reached a place oppofite' 
to which the nabob of Parnia was encamped. On 
the j 30th, he had not declared his mrentions 
openly ; but faid, he was ready and willing to obey 
the nabob’s orders in evcry'thing j to pay all the 
revenues that u'efe due, ami to prove himfelf a 
faithful fubjedt and fervani. He was at the head 
of a large body^of troops; and as the affairs of 
Patna uere than fituatcd, it*was dangerous to hai*e 
fuch force in hU rear, without knowing whether he 
could trufl them The colonel endeavoured to 
fettle matters between him and the nabob as well 
he could j he would except of no mediation but 
his ; he u ould not fee the young nabob, but took 
hts fccurity, that if he faithfully difchargcd all the 
demands the old nabob had on him for revenues 
due, he would endeavour to get the nabob’s confenc 
that he fliould remain in his command. This kept 
colonel Caillaud feven days, and at this time the 
prince was drawing near Patna. The fubah of 
that province, had a conHderable army under his 
command, befides a battalion of our feapoys that 
was left in gatrifon at Patna by lord Clive, who 
joined him upon that occaHon, and marchad out 

of 
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of the city with thefe forces. Colonel CnIIIan’d re- 
peaieJlv wrote to him, and preficd him noc to come 
lo an adion but wait his arrival, and had no doubt 
then of luccefs agamft the prince/ However, he 
.chofe to follow' h‘S own advice ; he engaged the 
prince ; two of his principal jamantiiars deferred 
him during the action ; he was totally defeated 
and fevercly wounded : four liuilclred of our fea- 
poys marched to his afiifiance, when he was fur- 
rounded by the enemy, faved him, and were cut 
'to pieces themfelves, with three European gentle- 
men, two officers, and one gentleman, a volunteer. 
The remainder of the battahon fecured his retreat 
into Patna, which the ShauzadJa immediately in- 
vefted. The colonel, received the news of his de- 
feat the iith of February, and marched with all 
expedition in'his power ; fuch as obliged him on 
the i5tli to raife the fiegc of Patna; and on the 
2 ad the two armies met and engaged. The young 
nabob follows quite a contrary dilpofitlon to that 
colonel CatlUud wanted him to, make, but he faved 
him in imminent danger, and the enemy was to- 
tally routed. The inftant the engagement was 
over, the young nabob retired to his tent, on ac- 
count of the wounds he had, received. Colonel 
Caillaud requeued and conjured him to give him 
ever fo fmall a body of cavaIrvi>And with his Eu^ 
ropcans and feapoys, fatigued as they were, be 
would do his belt to purfue the enemy, and clear 
the country of them ; he was deaf to .all the colo- 
nel's inireattes. The handful of troops he was at 
the head of, were fatigued beyond mi'afure with 
the forced marches he had made, put it quire out 
of hk power to putfuc the fugitives. -Eclldes out 
VoL. HI. H h ' of 
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of fix pieces of cannon, which he had in the fields 
four broke down during the engagement, and fome 
'lime was neceflary to put thefe carriages in repair. 
At length, he periuaded the nabob to leave the city 
of Patna on the apth of February, and on the ad 
of March he received advice that the prince was in 
full march for the province of Bengal. He had the 
advantage of a day’s march of the army, as hia 
confifted almoft entirely of cavalry, unincumbered 
with baggage. On the yth, colonel Catllaud got 
within ten miles of him j he marched olf in the 
night, and took his way acrols the mountains, to 
enter the province of Bengal in another part ; 
a road through which no army before had ever 
marched: ho\t ever, the colonel followed him, and 
on the 4 th of April joined the old nabobuho was 
in the field. On the 6th, wdth their united armiee, 
they got fo near the prince, that he propofed to the 
nabob to give him a body of Cavalry, and fome 
horfes to aflift him in carrying the Europeans, who 
were exhaufted and fpent %\ith fatigue, and he 
would attack the prince in his camp that night. 
This he would not comply with, and the next day 
he came up however wuh the rear of their army,' a 
river only dividing them ; he again fent repeated 
melTages to the nabob to beg he would only march 
a body of cavalry keep the enemy In play until 
he could come up with his infantry ; but this he 
would never ednfent to, and the enemy marched 
off unmolefted j and in two days after took the 
fame round into the province of Bahar. The colo- 
nel concerned for ibe fafciy of Patna, which he 
knew was deftitute of troops, detached captain 
Knox, with zoo Europeans, a battalion of feapoys 



Snd i\v6 pieces of cannon, to march with all th& 
ixpeduion he poffibly could for the relief of Patna> 

If the prince Ihould befiegc it : he came in time to 
lave the city, on which the prince had made two » 
general alTaults, and was preparing for a thirds'' 
when Captain Knox arrived with fome part of ^ his 
detachmentj and obliged him to raife the fiege a 
fecond timet , Colonel Caillaud remained in camp ^ 
V/ith the old nabob and his fon until the i6ih of 
May, when again he marched againft the nabob 
of Parnea, Whom the fubah of Bengal had endea- 
voured to bring back to his duty, which the other 
fefufedj and Would comply with none of his terms, 
broke his promife with the colonel, and wasfetting 
out with an intention of joining the prince. On 
the aid, he again reached Patna, and crofled the 
river there ; but before chat happened, captain 
K.noX, whom he had ordered to march from Patna 
acrofs the river, to endeavour to flop the progrefa 
of the nabob of Purnca, fo that he might get up 
with him, had taken a ftrong and judicious poft, 
and was attacked by the nabob’s whole army, and 
maintained his pbft with great bravery. 

On the 27ih, the colonel came up with the ene- 
iny who had been retreating as faft as they could ; 
the young nabob with his army being two miles in 
the roar J the cannonading began between the two 
armies •, he foon fcized their cannorlj diflodged 
them from all their polls, and would have obtained 
a complete vidlory, if the foot could have overtaken 
the cavalry, of which his army was chiefly compo- 
rcd;hebadnoneofhis own, and the nabob would not 
fend him a (ingle horfeman : they continued pur- 
fuing the nabob of Purnea until the 3d of July a 
) - they 
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they were to have continued their march next daj', 
when between one and two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, Is^r. Lufhington came into hts tent with a mef-' 
fenger, and told the colonel the young nabob was 
dead ; his furprife was beyond eoepreflion, and 
having enquired how the accident happened, he 
was anfwer by a flafh of lightning as he lay on his 
bed: in a few minutes after lus Duan or prime mi- 
niftcrcatne to the colonel in great diftrefs, afiuring 
him that if fomething was not immediately done, 
the confequence would be the plunder of the camp, 
Snd the nabob’s troops marching off, whenever 
tliey thought proper. There was no way ’to pre- 
vent this accidenr, and the confufion which muff 
follow, but to endeavour to ktep his death a fecrec 
' from the army, in order' to gain time to bring fome 
of the jamantdars of the greaiefl: confequence, and 
attach them to the intereff of the company. The 
colonel fenc for one or two of Mhefe he could moft 
confide in, told them the cafe, and requeffed as a 
mark of the regard they bad for their old mailer to 
continue faithful in the fcrvicc of the old nabob, and 
10 bring over by degrees, as many of the other ja- 
manidars as they could to this way of •thinking ; 
he, on his part engaged to ufe all his endeavours 
with the old nabob, that all the arrears of pay 
and all the juft demands they might have, Ihould 
be fettled to their latUfaftion. It was then 
agreed, that the army Ihobld march back towards 
I'atna, and give out that the young nabob was 
ill : this was performed in feven days, and du- 
ring that time, except the people who were in- 
trufted with the fecret, the army had no Lnow- 
hJge of the young nabob’s death. 


This 
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This uas the conclufion of the colonel’s can?- 
paign, \\lio foort after his arrival at Patna recehed 
Udvice of Mr. Vanfitcai'i’s arrival at Calcutta, 
governor. , . 

•Mr. Holwellvho had iiiccecdcd lord Clive in 
the chair, only by virtue of his rank, in ' order of 
fucctflion i and the certainty of another governor 
being foQn appointed, was known to the whole 
Country ; and of coarfe, thUt degree of fefpedfc 
which the nabob w'ould have had for a governor 
appointed by the companv, was ‘not paid to Mr. 
tlolwell, who aifted as prefident in the interim, of 
another’s dailyicxpcfted. Mr. HoUvell foon favv 
this and refentcd it. The nabob’s w eak and irrefo- 
lute charader gave Oill more difguft to Mr. Hol- 
wcll, who had too much fenfe to find fault with 
Ills councils and his mcafures. He became fenfi- 
ble that this man whom lord Clive had raifed to the 
mifnud to ferve his private views, was worfe in e- 
very refpeft chan his predeccfibr ; ahd wifiied for 
/ another revolution. Thus every fubfcc^ucnt gover- 
nor of Bengal aduated by private pique, or dif- 
pleafcd at the public condtift of the nabob’s ap- 
pointed by the companies, thought he had a right 
to change the fyflem of the nabob’sof Bengal’s go- 
^ernment, and even to depofe them at pleafure. 
Colonel Caillaud being applied to, as commander 
in chief, to fecond the defigns 6f Mr. HoUsell, 
delivered his fentiments on the fubjedt, with the 
candour and freedom of an honeft man, in the fol- 
lowing terms. 

** Bad as the man may be. whofe catlfe we now 
fupport, 1 cannot be of opihiony that ue can get 
rid of him for a bcttttr, without rutming the rilk 

of 
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of inuch greater inconvcnlencies, attending on fucfl 
a change, than thofe we now labour under. I pre- 
fume the eftabllfhing tranquility in thefe provinces, 
woXild reftore to us all the advantages of trade we 
could wiilifor, the profit and honour of our em- 
ployers ; and I think, we bid fair to bring that 
tranquilitity about by our prefent mfluenceover the 
fubah, and by fupporting him, than by any change 
which can be made. No new revolution can take 
place without a certainty of troubles, and a revolu- 
tion will certainly be the confequence, whenever we 
withdraw our protection from the fubah. We 
cannot in prudence neither, I believe, leave this re< 
volution to chance j we muft in Ibme degree be 
inftrumental to bringing it about 1 in fuen a cafe 
it is very poflible we may raifea man to the dlgni* 
ty, juft as unfit to govern, as little to be depended 
upon, and In ibort, as great a rogue as our nabob i 
but, perhaps not fo great a coward, not fet great a 
fool, and of confequence much more difficulty to 
manage. 

As to the injuftice of fupporting this man on ac- 
count of his cruelties, oppreffions, and his being 
detected in hU government ; I fee fo little chance 
in this blefled country of finding a man endued with 
the oppofite virtues, that I think we may put up 
with thefe vices, with which we have no concern, if 
in other matters we find him fittert for out pur- 
pofe. 

As to his breach of his treaty, by introducing 
the Dutch laft year,^ this I believe cannot admit a 
doubt. Colonel Clive before he left the country^ 
feemed to cxcufe what was fufpicious in his condudl 
in that affair, by giving out, it proceeded «ot from 

adtual 
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aftual guilt, but from the timidity of his nature, 
But if we ftlH fufpeft him from further circumftanT 
ces, we always have it in our power to put it to 
the tefl: at once, by making him adl as he ought, 
whether he will or no. ’ 

Wuh regard to drawing our fwords againft the 
lawful prince of the country, no man can more pity 
his misfortune than I have done, nor would any one 
be more willing and happy to be inftrumental la 
alTifting him to recover his juft right. But, fuch a 
plan, is not the thought of a day» nor. the execution 
of it the work of a fewmopths;'there is a power- 
ful party ftill remaining : the vizier with the Ma- 
ratta’s and Jutes, whonotwithftanding thcconftant 
fuccefs of Abdallah againft them, ftill make head 
againft him, and fuch are their refources and their 
numbers, that I believe they will at laft oblige the 
Patan*s to leave the country ; for though they ca'n- 
not beat them fairly out of the field, they bid fair 
to ftarve them out of the country. 

You have no doubt received advice from Mr. 
Haftings, that Adallah has, fent orders to the fe- 
veral powers, to acknowledge ihe'prince, king of 
Hindoftan, by the name of. Shah Allum; rupees - 
are ftruck by his order at Banaras add Lacknow, 
in that name ; orders are alfo given to Sujah Dow- 
kh, to accept the poft of vizier ; and our nabob 
has got, it IS laid, inftrudions.to acknowledge 
him, and pay him the obeifance due to theking of 
kings,’ as he is ftiled. 

' If wc were perfectly furc Abdallah would remain^ 
as he fays, until he faw the prince well fixed on the 
throne, and the peace and tranquility of the coun- 
try reftored j wc might, I think, all join together, 

• be 
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Ijc a match for the Maratras ; but wc muft b^ well 
alTurcd that Abdallah will heartily engage, and 
\vhen engaged in the caufc, uIII firmly fupport v 
for Ihould his appointment of his be more (as st is 
pofliblc) tlian a linKhing fttokc to end his expedi- 
tion with the eclat of having given us a mogul, and 
when a certain nun^berof the country powers had 
entered into the alliance, he fliould think of a re- 
turn to his own country, and leave us to fight 
It outwiih the other contending party: I fear the 
vizier and the Marattas would be too Hrong for 
thofc who remained of the alliance, fuppofing them 
to be the UueWih’s, with Sujah Dowlah and the 
nabob of Bengal. However, fuppofing all this 
fiiould take place, why could this not be dons with 
our nabob In our hand, AiU hts friends and his pro- 
teftors ? 

The rains will give us time to negotiate, to fee 
w’c go on futc grounds and make fuch a plan of 
the alliance as will do us honour, and be an advan- 
tage to our country and our employers. But let us 
not abandon the nabqb. Befides the reafons I havd 
urged above, one more ftill remains, which I 
.believe will have fomc weight, and make us cau- 
tious how, we attempt, without very ftrongand ur- 
gent reafons, any change in the prefenc fyltem. 

, The cauib which firft/gave rife to the prefent 
fhire of influence, which wc enjoy in this part of 
the mogul empire is well known. A juft refenti 
ment for injuries received, was the firft motive 
which induced us to make a trial of our ftren^»th ; 
our fuccefies enlarged our view's, arid made us 
chearfully, embrace all opportunities of increafing 

that 
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mterettand mfluencCjfboth on account of tlie* 
advantages^which accrued from it*to the honoura- 
ble company ; as hkcwlfe, the hopes that it mighty 
in lime prove a fourceof benefit and riches to our 
country: fuch were, Ibeliete, the motives of the 
honourable company, when they folicited and ob- 
tained colonel Coote’s regiment from the gbvern- 
hient ; and fuch, 1 am certain, is the plan" which 
the colonel propofes on his return to purfue and to 
fupport, in hopes to convince the miniftry, and 
the company, as he is convinced himfelf, that if 
they pleafe to fupport his projc£l,it vritl prove of the 
greatefl: advantage to the public. 

All we can wiHi to dols, not to fuffer the nabob 
to impofe on' us, and to check every beginning of 
an independence he may endeavour to afiume. I 
think, we muft put an end to our fighting fyftem, 
and talk coolly on affairs, &c.’* 

However, colonel Calllaud approved in Septem- 
ber a revolution, which he had difapprovedrin 
May, and the motives of this feeming inconfiften- 
c), were, that the prelidcnt of Bengil could not 
preferve the afccndency which lord Clivc had over 
the nabobjjwhich flowed from the fenle of the fa- 
vours he had received from his maker. He decla- 
red, he had put ofTby delays, and fomeiimes with 
reaibns every change of fyftem m the nabob's go- 
vernment, whicb though he adopted Mr. Holw ell's 
plan in his mind, yet he was defirous to wait till 
the arrival of a permanent governor. That rill 
then, he thought of nothing but temporary expe- 
dients^ formed tatbtt.diJ5anri.tathn.n3jnjwt-. 'Tbat, 
the extraordinary death of the nabob's fon had 

VoL. III. li mad© 
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mnde a 'great change m.tVie fiuiatVon oF affairs m’* 
that country. • TJie confidence he had in Mr. Van-, 
fmart’s abilities and jiidgmenr, madejiim without 
rcluftance adopt his plan 5 he knew his motives, 
they were honeft and difinterclled as to himfelf ; 
honourable and advantageous to his 'employers, 
and fueh as the neceffity of the times, the particu- 
lar fituation at Bengal, .ihc general ftatc of the' 
company’s affairs throughout India, vindicated in- 
his opinion. He declared before the committee of ^ 
the houfe of commons, being afked, whether twen- ’ 
ty lack or an_y other furo'was (lipulated for bring-' 
jng about that revolution that the night Coflim 
'Ally* Khan figned the articles, for accepting the 
ipanagement 0t‘ the affairs in Bengal, ''under Jaffier 
AHy ^han,- fin the prdcnce, as he fach’eved of Mr, 
Vanfittart, Mr. Sumner, Holnell and Him- 
felf) the hew vice«nibob/ after exprefling the ma- 
ny obligations he had for our miendcd good offices 
10 his favour, tendered a paper to Mr. Vanfiitarr, 
which as this gentleman interpreted, contained a' 
note foe 20 laclu of rupees, payable to the gentle-’ 
men then prefent, who all concurred in' defiring 
• Mr.-'Vanfittart, ' agreeable to the fame .difimereft- 
ednefs he had profefled, to return that paper to 
Coffjm Ally Khan ; telling him, that he miftook 
their motives for his advancement. 'He' prefled on 
' hdr. Vanfittart again the acceptance of the paper, 
ttlling him, that if they continued to refufe. that 
favour, he fhould fear that the gentlemen prefent 
were not well pleafcd with the appointment. Mr.' 
Vanfittart, who knew his own motives, as -w’dl as 
tliofe of the gentlemen in the committee, told Coflim 
AUy Khawn,' returning him the paper again^ 

** When 
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When you' have paid off all arrears due to tra 
company, to your own troops^ Uiat the peace Jf 
this couniry is^Tettled, and that your own treafury 
is full ; if then you think proper to rriak^ us any 
acknowledgment for^^ the icr\ ices now done you, 
>ve iliall not then be unWilllng to accept fuch mirks, 
-as you will be pleafed to’ give us of your frk'nd> 
jhip/’ Th.c’afrair ended there,’ and colonel Call- 
Jaud declarcS-fblemnlyupon his honour, there was 
‘no fiipulatigns,' no partition treaty, or any thing 
of the IJnd'mcnfioned’ihen or after, to dns knb\t^- 
dedge, of that cranfadfion. f ‘ ■' 

Colonel Ga’Iilaud (aid, he Httfe expedted after 
thirteen years fervicc in that couniry, and ninb Of 
them in the field •, that the little fortune he made, 
•fhould become the objedt offo public an' enquiry’s 
but, he was happy to meet this enquiry^ more than 
'half way, and the more fo, in this particular poini % 
as perhaps it may give him an opportunity of doing 
judice to the memory ’of the man from whom he 
received fingular favours, meaning Mr. Vanfittarf, 
•who conferred them with hk ufual delicacy and g6- 
.nerofiiy ; fo that he knew not but to this minute, 
tile fum he received upon the occafion, and tHai be 
was willingand ready to declare, 'may be charged 
to his account. 

After Coffim Ally Khan was placed in the go- 
vernment, he went up ro thearniy at Patna, came 
down again, embarked for the coail in January' 
1761, remained there a year and an half, and 
coming bnck to Calcutta, called there upon extra- 
ordinary bufinefs. In Oftober^ 1762, Mrl Van- 
filtart then going to Monghyr, told the colonel, 
y If I am happy enough to fettle with the nabob 

the 
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the ttnfortunafe difTercnces^that have fobriftcd be- 
tween him and my council, and, that I cap with 
propriety remind him of the fcrvicts, jou jointly 
did him ; 1 fliall certainly endcayour \o ferve you.',’ 
Mr. Vanfittart went up to Monghyr, and embark- 
ed on board a (hip for* Europe m tbejear 1763. 
Colonel Caillaud received an account cuiient from 
Mr Vanrutait, in which he found credit for two 
lack of rupees, unfohciicd as* he had mentioned 
tefore, and much beyond his expeftations ; and 
this, upon his honour, was the whole |ie Received 
dirtftly or indiredtiy upon that occafion { fo little 
was money his object or thought, that he never en- 
quired or knew ufftc others might have got upon 
the fame occafion; and, that if money had been his 
objeft, he /houldhavc been more curious in his in- 
quiries. It is not dated in the account from Mr. 
Vanfittarr, from whom the two lack esme^ but lie 
fuppofed from ColTim. He fatd CoHim took pof- 
feflion of the houfe and efiTefts of Mcer Jafficr, 
nficr Jafiicr had pKcn out every thing that he 
wanted. It appears that Meer Jaffier rather than 
confent to the terms propofed, fent for Coffim, an 4 
gave up the government to him immediately, 

A member of the houfe being prefent, defiredto 
acquaint the committee, that he was chairman of 
the company at tiiai time, and was the principal 
caufc of colonel Caillaud’s coming home, in order 
I0 do juftice to a ebarafter he entertained a high 
opinion of ; that the court of dircdlors entered info 
a mlnutecnquiry.vhcnhe was uaanimouny acquit- 
ted, and teturned to India with higher honours. 

Mr. Sumner Rated his icafons for afientinp as a 
member of ihefclcA CQinmvuee, to the meafutc of 

' depo- 
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pofing Meet JafEer, and placing Coilim sEy Khan 
jon the Milnud ; and faid, that without infilling 
on the public treaty on the part . of Meer 

Jaffier, in the inftance of tho Dutch invafion, and 

the many other doubtful parts of his coi^dodt,' the 
irregulaniics of his private life, or the f rimes and 
cruelties with which he was charged ; he would relt 
thfi rcafohs for his conduft on the necefiity o^the 
reformation, from the extreme difficulties sod im- 
ninentdanaers, iheafiairs of the companyias well 
IS ihofe of the (late w ere reduced to by the jealoufies, 
indolence and inactivity of the nabob Meer Jafiler, 
and the bad adminiftration and corruption of his 
mvnifiers, in the coUeCtlon and difTipation of the 
revenues j and adding tp thefe, the inteltine trou- 
bles through the whole country, he wa? of opinion 
and ftifi continued firm in the fame, that it would 
have been impofilble to have fupported the- fyftcm 
of government then eftabUfhed two months longer, 
and that embarfied as they were with Meet Jaffier 
they mufl have inevitably fliared in his ruin. Mr. 
Sumner vvifhed to havc^U undcrflood, th^t when the 
committee firfl entered into negotiation "ith Meer 
Coffim, the only idea was reformation in the minif- 
Uy ; not a revolution in the govermneiit» nnd that 
it w^as the unexpeded obftinacy'of ^leer Jaffier 
alone, not an original defign of the committee, 
that placed Meer Coffim op the Mlfnu^ » that -be 
believed it was a circumflance as little thought of Iqy 
"Mr. Vanfitart as by bimfclf, when he left Calcutta, 
^on.his vific to the nabob, for the purpofe of tiiofc 
reformations ; but, he readily admitted the neceffi^ 
of the fubfi-quent change made by Mr* Vanfitart, 
every part 01 which, from lus Intimate Unowicdgc 
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of the tajn, he gave the folleft credit to. He rct 
peated,' that he was and ftill remained of opinion, 
that the deflruftion of Meer Jaffier’s government 
'made the intended tefotmation necefiary, and "hav- 
ing gone full lengths, there was no room for reced- 
ing ; and thar, on the whole,* he flattered himfelf 
when all matters were duly v.ctghcd, his conduct 
wouldjland juftified in the opinion of every candid 
jind impartial man, whether he was confidered as a 
fubje(a of this kingdom, or as an iipmedhie fervant 
pf the company. . 

The Dutch being alarmed at the dailyencroach- 
jnents"^ of the EngHlh company, and forefeeing the 
precarioufnefs of their eftabliOiments on the Coro-* 
j mandel coatV, Should the pabobs of Bengal be re- 
duced to the ftare of abjedtxon^ they have been of 
late years brought to; Mr. Bifdom,,direfl:or of 
Chinfura, wrote ro ihe pabob Jaffier Ally Khan 
divers letters, the fubftance of wlucli, is as follow s : 

Ouf fcttlcment vvas eftabliflied here long before 
the Enghfh, and ether nations entered this kingdom, 
of which we ivere cyc-w itneflTes. Our power was 
then greater, as w ell as our trade ; but now tve per- 
ceive, tliac both our power, inietcft, and w-ealth are 
loll, wbilft that of other nations daily increafe. In 
this caft, what couifc have we left ? our dilbonout 
jind lhame is almoft inevitable. 

For this reafon, and for the fecurliy of our 
pofleflions, as well as for the ferviceof your excel- 
.Icncy, I have fent for troops into this country : 
you are our mailer and fovereign, and therefore I 
hope for your proteftion, and wait your order to 
bring our troops to this place. I beg to obferve, 
that notbing’but the law of the ftrongeft could pre- 
vent 
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^ent die Dutch from fending reihforcemenfs t6 
Chinfura, as the e^eni fliewed >t, afid they ac- 
knowledged no other fovereigftsthan the nabobs of 
Bengal, confequemly ^thsy had the fame right as 
the EngltHi to augment the garnfons of their efta- 
bhfhmcnt for their fccurity, and lord Chvo took 
upon himfclf to oppofe them by military force in 
open violation of the peace betw ixt the two nations. 
Plow ever, rt feems that even Meer Jaffier himfelf, 
the creature of lord Clive, did befriend the Dutch 
in fectec, and was more apprehenfive of the Eng- 
lifh pQ\ cr, than of a Dutch invifion 

As our nation, continued the Dutch diredtor, has 
always ueen encouraged by the favour of your 
ccllency, and more particularly from that lime, 
when having a favourable regard to our company’^ 
bufinefs, you repeatedly aflured our chief of 
CalTimbozar, of yOur attacliment , conficlenng 
thelc ctrcumftan».es, I was extremely furpnfed, that 
your excellency during your refidence at Calcutta 
entered into an agreement, that you would ftrengih- 
en the fort of Maha Tcnna, m order fo prevent the 
Dutch from coming this way, and alfo give a note 
ta the Englifti, direflmg them to oppofe the com- 
ing up of our army. Ail thefe things confidered, 
itlccms plain to us, that your cxcellcecv did not 
enter into the agreement, or gave this order from 
any lU opinion of us, but it is all to be imputed to 
the overbearing and rapacious fpint of the Lnglifh 
but, if any one enters intp an agreement through 
force or diftrcfs, and afterwards does not abide by 
ir, he Will (land jullificd by the lavs of God and 
man, particularly the goaernor of a kingdom, 
who wiOies for nothing clfc, but the good ofh s coun- 
try 
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tfy and tKe proTperity of his people. 1 am thcrd-J 
fore in hopes, through your juftice and favour, thaC 
you will recede from your agreement and order, and 
that we fhall obtain an order ^rom your excellcnty,' 
for bringing up of our army ; and alfoj thatapofi- 
tive order may be given to the Englifh on no ac- 
count to moleft them ; for wc fent for the faid 
army into this country, m confequence of your 
diredlion. The king^s revenues are greatly de-* 
trimented, and the country almoft ruined> and of 
this you can only look upon the Englifb as the 
foie caufe. Our nation formerly brought confi- 
derable fums'of money into this k‘jngdoro> and 
did not carry any ; and now the Englifh are fo 
powerful, that no trade can be carried on by us,‘ 
for which rcafon no money now arrives, and the 
Englifh yearly remit confiderable fiijns. By this 
means the, revenues of the country are greatly 
decreafed, and therefore how will you be able, 
without great difficulty, to maintain your forces > 
and when your enemies come upon you, you will 
not then be capable of oppofing them : this time ' 
if you will favour the company they will ever be 
at your command, and your prefent anxiety and 
uneafinefs may be removed. Your excellency 
cannot rake a better flep, and I hope’ you will 
take this into your favourable and ferious confi- 
deration,' and return roe a ptoper anfwer. ' 

The troops were brought here for the fecurity 
of the fhips : this I acquainted your excellency 
of feveral times. During their ftay in camp, they 
molcfled no man, nor had any difturbances with 
the country people ; thisalfo you are well aflured 
of ^ vr. wit 9 x 5 *hR>j 
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but the Englifh hoiftcd Moors colours, and Imme- 
diately came down upon them, and a battle en- , 
fued. I was defirous that fome advantage fliould 
anfe to the riots from the la!e of the goodb when 
they were brought up; and intended to have landed 
on board the Ihips, the fak-petre and other goods 
that were bought, and with the people that came 
here, difpatch them to Europe; but the Englifh 
would not permit the boats to pafs I am willing 
to aft up to our agreement, and hope your excel- 
lency will adhere to it alfo : 4n this we entirely de- 
pend on your favour. The company have for a 
long time carried on trade here ; and therefore 
earnefllydefirc you will continue to them your fa- 
vour and proteftion, aswearemot ablcof ourlcUes 
to root out our enemies.” '• ' 

Indeed the nabob of Bengal was bound by the 
fecond article of the treaty, to prevent any (hips or 
troops of the Dutch coming into Bengal, and cer- 
tainly the Dutch w'ould have afted as our enemies 
had they beet; permitted to introduce feven or eight 
hundred Europeans : the pretended hoflilit'cs were 
but rcprifals lor the injuries they had received from 
the Englifh company. The ftrength of the Dutch 
before that operation, in all their faftories amounted 
to about 150 military men, w'hich was not fuffi- 
cient to proieft them. 

In the courfe of the examination before the fcleft 
committee appointed bv the houfe of commons, in 
regard to prefents received by the company’s fer- 
vants at the' revolution, which placed Coffim Ally 
Khan on ihe.Mifnud ; Mr, Sumner confirmed in 
his depofnion Mr. Vanfittan’s difincerefiednefs: 
the witnefs declared ihe caufe of his difmifnon 

Yq?j. hi. K k from 
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from ihe company's fenice, waiiius having figned 
a letter to the court of dirt< 3 ;ors» as one of their 
council among many others, wherein they expoftu- 
latcdonwhat they thonght barfh and undeler\ed 
treatment; that tins letter gate the dirc< 9 :ors fuch 
umbrage, that every man m India who had figned 
It, was difmifled tt ithout the Icaft regard to the 
merits or length of their fcrvkes. 

Several months after Cofllm’s eflablilliment, 
Coja Petrufe, the nabob's agent m Calcutta, pre- 
fenied Mr. Sumner m the name of the nabob, with 
lOjOool from the time of his difmiffion, to his 
leaving Bengal. The 20th of January 1762, he 
xeccived further, and in the like manner at diiftr- 
ent times the fum of j8,oool. '1 hU was a free and 
voluntarx gift, as by far the largell part of the 
piefeni was received after his difmiflion Mr. 
Sumner confidcred the tranfaiflion honourab'e, and 
never made a fecret of it Mr. Holwell whowas^ 
of thecourcil, received two lack and 70,000 ru* 
pees , Mr, Mac Guire one lack and 80,000 ; Mr» 
Culling Smith one lack and 34,000 , Major Yorkc, 
•who commanded the detachment immediately at- 
tendant on Mccr Coflim, onb lack and 34,000*, 
It was not known, whether Mr. Vanfittart rtceivt-d 
any thing, as he liad declined r5ceiving the nabob’s 
iiflt offer on account of the exigencies of rhe ftate 
which were prtfllng, and had declared to Cofiim, 
lint if when the company was fettled, he kund 
liimffclf in a fuuation to gratify lus frieiios as he 
thought proper, he would lor his part, under luch 
circumibnccs freely accept any token cf 1 1<5 re- 
gard, and iuppofed the other gentleman \ odd do 
the fame. Indeed, conlidering that pn-lenrsare 

‘ rccch cd 
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received indlfcrimlnatcly in India, and that felf* 
interell is the only 'motive of adlions there ; Mr» 
Vanfiitart’s generous refufol on this occalion cannot 
be too much commended. ‘ 

As Mecr Jaffier at the time of the /evolution, 
had not dtfeharged his debt incurred by his treaty 
vlih the company m 1757, a balance remained 
due, for which when the affignmcncs in the Burd- 
wan country were given op, the company received 
jewels and other effedts, uhich were confidered as 
full focurity, not as payment. 

U Teems the nabob Cofiim Ally Khan, had fuficr- 
ed much uneafinefs by Mr. Vanfittart's refufal of 
the obligation of 20 lack of rupees, and faid,‘ he 
apprehended Mr. Vanfittart and ^ the council were 
noc fo much his friends as’he wi»hed , upon which, 
Mr Vanfittart gave him the ftrongtft alTurance of 
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out fouadiuon, for he always fecmc<l ready to 
cume to a fjir and equitable account. 7'hc gover* 
nor and council thought proper aftcruarcls to give 
contrary diicftions rtfpcfkingthai unfo>iun.»tc man. 
Vv'hilll major Carnac was at the head of the com* 
p.'iny’s force'!, refufed abJoluicly, for reafons bet- 
ter known to himfelt, toobcyfuch orders, alledg- 
ing this was a diflionourablc a3: to deliver this man 
to his enemy. 

Colonel Coote having fuccccded major Carnac 
In the command of the army, purfued the fame 
meafurcs with rcfpcA to Ramnarain The colonel 
gave his opinion of his difapproval of the revolu-^ 
lion in favour of Collim. as a mcafure he thought 
would be produftive of the lols of the reputation of 
all perfons concerned in it. 

Upon colonel Conte’s arrival in Bengal, he found 
there two difTcfcnc panics of the council j the one 
that had formed the revolution, and the other that 
difapproved of it, and as the affair had happened, 
however unfortunate, he thought it might prove, 
he made it his bufinefs to endeavour to reconcile 
the two parties, with a rcfoluiion at- that time, not 
to interfere in any matter Of bufinefs or politics, 
where he thought no honour was to be gained. 
However, he W'as over perfuaded by Mr. Vanfit- 
tart and the other gentlemen of his parry, fas a 
mcafure which they imagined would be of great 
fervice to the rompany) to go up to the army at 
"Pacna j sccordingly, he defired they \v 6 uld give 
«him infirudlions to proceed by. It plainly appears 
by them. That the governor and council had tw’o 
qSjeftsjn view in fending him there 5 one was the 
fixing a plan of operiiion upon the fuppofiuon that 
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thcv fhould be able to conduflrthe Mogul tb Delily-, 
the other to fecure and proteftjlamnarain in the 
province of Patna. Upon his arrival at Patna, he 
applied with the clofeft. attention to the bufinefs 
upon which Jie was fent there, and jnformed the 
Shawzadcia of the feniiments of the boat’d towards 
him; and ihedcfiretheHnglifiihad toaflift him" to 
the iiimoftof their pov.er, which’ he feemed very 
lenfible of, and very defirous of having J ac the 
fame ume.deRriogthathethightbe proclaimed and 
acknowledged by us, as he had been by different 
powers in Indollan the Shaw2adda thought it 
very extraordinary, that where he himfelf refided, 
there he was not acknowledged. Colonel Coote in- 
formed Uaninarain, that he had orders from the 
governor and council to proicft him, provided he 
would fettle his accounts tvith tho nabob, and there- 
fore defired liim immediately to 'fet about it, in- 
forming the nabob of the fame. During thefc ttan- 
faftlons the colonel received a letter, from the 
board, recommending ic to, him to proclaim the 
■‘king: he found that an immediate compliance to 
this requeft, might prove of fatal confequence to 
the nabob, and to the company at that time ; for 
he had given away fet'cralof the beft provinces to 
different people that belonged to him, particularly 
Purnea ; .he therefore thought ic, to the beft of his 
judgment, ,for the advantage of the company-and 
the nabob, as it was the prince's inclination to let 
him go to Sujah Dowlah ; at the fame time he had 
got the nabob to confent t<y chat m’eafure, an^ to 
pay a vifit with him to the prince ; that it was 
' ihooght advileable, both by the nabob and fcveral 
of the companys fervants who v\crc preftnr, that 

- the 
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the nabob for hinrifcif, and colonel Cootc on -be- 
half of the Lnglifli, fhoold com the ficci*:, anil 
ncknouleilge him Mogul on tie dty that he 
Dold ptfs the boundary of the prn\ incr , this 
lic fcon-td la ts )cj ivtth, ml it was agr- I, iha» 
.njorCitnac \uih jnrt of the arrtw Hioii d ofcorc 
lun , the major mformng C( Inel L.OUI , in pro- 
p-r time of the day he (liould jam Sujih Oovslali, 
in order that the might Keep his propjile , the na- 
bob confcniing entirely to nil this matter; and 
at the fame time agreed, tint if they pfaf^cutcJ 
the expedition, aid fettled matters with Sujali 
Dowlali, tint he would advance the ten hcK to- 
wards the payment of the company’s forces 1 he 
King s as but a few days gone, \ hen the nabob 
feemed to aher Ins fentiments entirely, with re- 
•y;ard to the ptomifes he had made, and lUtncJ his 
ihoj^his twsards the feiring of Kemnarain, for 
V h eh, ir colonel Cootc would give him up, he 
oRered himfcscn lack and a half of rupees, and 
whatever he plcafcd to the gentlemen of his f- 
mily , this, the Colonel comnninicntcd by letter to 
the governor and counevk The nav>ob finding he 
could not gam lus point, with regard to Uamna- 
ram , then thought it neceOary to n rue the gover- 
nor, Mr. Vanhtatit, the moft Icapdalous mveftives 
nnd falfe accufaiions agatnfl the colonel, and was 
de ermined, that he would not declare the king , 
they h^d both gvven thetr words of honour for do 
mg It *1 he nabob bad then a I'rgc army encamp 
ed on the. ouefide of Patna Colonel Coote was m 
the city and from the detachment which he had 
made, and \ hich were (Int for, the con'*iftio'i ot 
tlie revenues with major Carnac , he. had npc then 

under 
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under his command above 150 European', 70 of 
V Inch were m the hofpuals, and about 300 fcapo}s; 
he was v.-lth this force to proltft Ranmarain, the 
city, and to defend h\s own honour. The nabob 
knowing hU weaknefs, thought it a proper oppor- 
tunity to get pofleflion of the city. He applied to' 
the colonti for leave to come Into the fort of^ the 
city, the day before the Mogul was to be proclaim- 
ed ; to which colonel Coote agreed, and he feemed 
thoroughly fatisfied, provided he only brought in 
the attendants about his perfon i this he confenied 
to : the night, before^ the Mogul was to be pro- 
claimed the nabob, fent the ^olonel word, that he 
vould not proclaim him, nor come into the city, 
unlei's he had the gates delivered up to him, u hich 
he would by no means confent to j at the fame time, 
the colonel informed him, that he had give'n his 
honour for declaring the Mogul on fuch a day, 
and that he would have the ceremony performed m 
the city, which would not appear proper in the 
etes of the country, as he was fubah of the pro- 
vince, and begged to have a conference upon the 
i'ubjcdt, which the nabob declined j the colonel 
was informed by hisfpies, that that very night the 
nabob’s camp was all in motion, and his attilhVy 
brought towards the city. ' 

Colonel Coote fent next morning to one of Jus 
chief minifters, to learn the rcafon of fuch a move- 
ment, and the meaning of the nabob, which he 
told him was done by Coja Grcgery, who w'as his 
ht.ad general ; and he was not afraid to fay, at the 
Durbar th'at it wQuU. b<i ^todtajSilve. of coiOitilef, 
Finding the next night the fame movements and 
difturbances in his camp, the coloneL thought it 

necef- 
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necefiary to go the next morning himfeif, nn»! to' 
fee him if poflible ; rfccoixlinglj', he ordered a com- 
pany of feapoys and a troop of thirty borfemen, 
to get themfelvcs in readineft by fix in the morn- 
ing, at which hour he fent Mr* VS’^att’s to. inform 
the nr^bob of the coloners coming. U v.-as feven 
before he arrived at his tent, ahd Mr. Watt’s in- 
formed him, that the nabob was not to be feen j he' 
had fent to him, but had not feen him : he went 
Into the out r tent, taking pifiols in his hands for 
his own fecurity and fat down there til! he fliould 
hear farther; as it is a cullom in India, when they 
mean ill to a perl'on, that vifits them tn camp, to 
cut the tcYit cords, and let the tent fall on the per- 
fon they mean to deltroy ; colonel Cootc defired 
captain Ifer to place two of the troopers round tlie 
Icntf to prevent any mifchief of that kind, and 
^ finding the nabob w ould not fee him, he ro..le an ay, 
and left Mr. Watts to inform him of his buGnefs : 
this the nabob reprefented to the governor and 
council, as a grievous ir.fulr, forwhiclr the colonel 
received fevere letters from the board, add at his 
return to Calcutta, he dsfir«l a flrift enquiry might 
be made, which was done, being honour.tbly ac- 
quitted of the nabob’s falfe imputations. The co- 
lonel had been ordered to withdraw tKe protection 
fram^Ramnarain, which he did accordingly : he 
Avas foon after murdered and his treafure feized. 

Colonel Munro’s depofition before the fele£l 
committee appointed by the houfe of commerw, 
coincides pcrfeftly with this excellent cfiicer’s cha- 
rafter and reputation, as a man of great honour and 
veracity, a great difciplioaiian, whefe military 

fkiil 
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and condii£l joined to a coni intrepijiiy quel, 
led the mutinous Ipitlt of ihcatmy, uluch he led 
afterwards to viTtory, His evidence extremely in- 
tcrefting in every particular is in fubflance as fol- 
lows ; 

“He was in April 1764, under the king's ortlcrs, 
from his majefly’s fecrciarics of date and war, to 
return to Europe, with fuch of his majefty’s troops 
as did not chufc to colift iqto ihc company’s fer- 
vice 1 but, before he embarked for Europe, two ex- 
preHts arrived from Bengal, acquainting the gover- 
nor and council at Bombay, that Sujah i)o'.vIa!i and 
Coflim Ally Khan had marched into the. province* 
of Bengal at the head of 60,000 men. Major 
Adams who commanded the army was dead ; that 
the fettlemcnc'of Calcutta was in the utmoll con- 
fternation, and the company’s affairs in the utmoH: 
danger ; they therefore requefted that the gov'er- 
nor and council would ap?V go rountl 

immediately to take the command of the army with 
his majefty's troops, and as many Os could be Ipared 
from the pfefidency of ^Bombay. As his majefty’s 
intention in fending out troops to India, was toaffift 
- and'defend thecompanyin their different fcttlemcnis, 
he complied with [hcn.qucft,andarrived atCalcutta 
with his maj?fty's troops, and a detachment from 
Bombay feme time in May. Mr. Vaqfittart whow^s 
then governor, acquainted him, that the army un- 
der the command of major Carnac had been upon 
the dcfenfivej fince the death of major Adams; and 
Sujah Dowlah, with ‘his army having inv'adtd the 
province ; he retreated before the enemy. Mr, 
Vanfittart requefted colonel Munro to join with the 
troops he had carried f'Om Bombay, to join the ar- 
my who were in cantonment at Eatna, and take 
VoL. III. Li the 
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the command of them. He found the army, Eu- 
ropt-ans as well as feapoys mutinous, dcferting to 
the tnemy, threatening to carry off their othcers, 
demanding an augmeniaiion of pay and Urge fums 
of money, which they faid had been promifed 
them by the nabob : and ditobedicnt to all ord^r, 
400 of the fc-uropeans had gone off in a body, and 
joined the enemy fomc time before he joined the 
army. This being thp fittution the army was in, 
he fully determined to endeavour. to conquerthat 
mutinous difpofuion in them, before he would at* 
tempt to conquer the enemy. He accordingly 
went svith a detachment of the Ung and company’s 
Europeans from Tatna, with four pieces of artille- 
ly toChippera, one of the cantonments. The very 
day the colonel arrived, a whole battalion of fea« 
poys with their arms and accoutrements, v\cnt off 
to join the enemy. He immediately detached 
bout 100 Europeans,' and a battalion of Teapoys, 
whofc officers told Mm, they thought they could 
depend uponr them not to deferr, with’ two field 
pieces, to endeavour to come up with thc.dcfertcrs; 
and bring them back' to Mm ; the detachment 
came up with them in the night time, found them 
sfleep. took them prifboers, and carried them back 
to Chippera. The officer who commanded the. de- 
tachment fent him an exptcfs,acquainting hirnwjth 
the hour he would arrive at^Chippera vith the pri- 
foners. The colonel was ready to receive them 
•with the troops under arras ; upon their arrival, at 
Chippbra, he immediately ordered their officers to 
pick hlmout fifty of th^ men of the worfi charac- 
ters, and who they thought might have enticed the 
bartaiion to dclert 'to the enemy ; they did ^pick 
out fifty, he defired thcm’lo pick him out twenty- 
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^olirmen of thofc fifty of the worfl cliaraclers j lie 
immediately ordered a field court-martial to hi 
hcldbythtir own black officers, and after reprej 
ftnting to the officers the hetnous crime the batta-i 
lionhadbecn guilty of^ defired they would imme- 
diately hnng him their fentence ; they found them 
guilty oT mutiny and dtfettion, fentenced them to 
luficr death, and left the manner to him* Colo, 
nel Munro ordered immediately four of the tuenty- 
-four to beetled to the guns^ and the artrllcry-om-^ 
ccts to prepare to blow them away. There was a 
remarltable circumftance, four grenadiers repre- 
fented as they always had the poft of honour, 
thought they were entitled to be firft blown away 5 
the four battahon-men were untied from the guns, 
and the four grenadiers tied and blov^n away ; up- 
on which the European officers of the battalions of 
Teapoys, who were then in the field, came and told 
him, that the fcapoys would not fuffer any more 
of the men to be blown away* He ordered the 
arilUery officers to load the four field pieces with 
grape ihot, and draw up the Europeans with the 
guns m their intervals ; defirtd the officers tO re-* 
turn at the heads of their battalions ; ordered them 
immediately to ground thel^arms, and if ond of 
them attempted to move, he would gi\c orders to 
fire upon them, andtreatthem the fame as if they 
were Serajah Dowlah’s army. They did ground 
their arms, and did not attempt to take them tup 
again, upon which he ordered firteen more of the 
twenty-tour to be tied to the guns by force, and 
blown away the fame as the firft, which was done* 
He immediately ordered the other four to be car- 
ried to a cantonment, W'here there had been .1 defer- 
lion of the feSpoys foroe time before^ - with pofitivd 
- ■ or-* 
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o?dcrS to the commanding ofHcer at that cantont 
mcnt to blow them away in the fame manner a* 
the guns, which was accordingly done, and which 
puc an end to the mutiny and defertion. 

I'be colonel took the field after the rains, and 
fixed the 15th of September for the rendezvous of 
the troops from their diflerent cantonments. A 
couple of days before the army marched, he had 
inteifigcnce that the enemy had advanced feveral 
parties of horfe, and had thrown up fome bread- 
norks on the banks of the Soane, to impede the 
crofTing of the troops. He ordered Major Cham- 
pion with a detachment and four held pieces, to 
march, and ctofs, the Soane, iomo miles below 
where the army was to crofs : after filing w iih him 
the hour and day that he Intended to arnre at the 
Soane with the army ; the colonel dcGred that he 
might be at that time on the othet fide, and endea- 
vour to diflodge the enemy, And tnver the landing 
of the troops. He \sas 1045Undlual m executing 
his orders, that he began to fire upon the enemy 
juft as the van of the army appeared upon the banks 
of the Soane, ‘and foon diflodged them, by which 
means the whole army in four hours was landed on 
the other fide, without the Icaft molellatiun. The 
colonel continued to march pn towards Buxar, 
where the enemy was. . Thelaft two or three days 
the line of march wasa good deal harrafled by the 
enemy’s cavalry, fo much, that two ferjeants,. and 
fix or feven men of the advanced guard were kil- 
led. On the 22d of O&obcr, he arrived at Buxar, 
and encamped with the army juft without, range of 
the enemy’s /hot j and upon Colonel Monro's go- 
ing to reconnoitre their fituatlon with fbme of the 
field officers, he found the "greateft part of them 
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'•entrenched, with the Ganges upon their left, and 
the fort, or village of Buxar, on their rear , he in- 
tended to ha\ c attacl^cd their camp about one or two 
in the morning of the ajd, and fcnc out fpies to 
bring him fome intelligence, to know whether' he 
could bring his artillery on the right of their camp, 
refohmg not to attack them on their left, that he 
might have a better chance todrne the enemy in- 
to the Ganges, he likewife wanted to know, m what 
pan of their encampment the force of their artil- 
lery lay, and where the tizier and Ceffim Ally 
Khan’s tent flood The fpics did nor return to 
camp till twelve at night, they reported, that the 
enemy were underarms all night, moving their ar- 
tillery, and fending off chcir women and treaforc m 
the night. Colonel Munro went immediately with 
fome other officers to look at their difpofition j 
many of their troops yrere under arms, but not out 
of their entrenchments. The colonel and the offi- 
cers who had accompanied him, thought ihey only 
meant to Ihew themfclvcs, in order to flnkea terror 
into the h.ngUlh troops, never imagining they' 
would quit their lines m order to attack them, as 
a black army ne^-er before attacked a European 
army , the Brinfh commander returned to tho 
camp, wilhing the enemy would come out and ac- 
tack. him for his army was encamped murder of 
battle. About eight o'clock in the morning, the 
field officer of the day came mto the colonel’s tent, 
and acquainted him that the enemy’s right was in, 
motion, and he was fure they meant to attack 
him, he immediately went out with a reconoo ter- 
ing ghfs in his hand, sad judged the fame by the 
difpofition of the enemy ^ upon which he ordered 
the drums to beat immediately to arms, which 

was 
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avas done, and the troops advancing from their en-» 
campment, and were in a few minutes ready to re- 
ceive them. The ' action lifted from nine till 
twelve, the enemy then gave way, went oft* very' 
flowly, blowing up fevcral tumbrels, and three ’ 
large magazines of powder as they went off, ‘ 
Colonel Munro immediately ordered the Irae to 
break into columns and purfue. The enemy had a 
bridge of boats over a rivulet, two miles fiom the 
field of battle, they pierced the boat*;, and funk 
j:hem before the rear of their army goc'over, by 
whichmeansthercwercabouiaoooot them drowned 
and finking in the mud ; that was the beft piece of 
generalftiip Sujah Doulah ftiewedchat day, becaufe, 
if the colonel could have crofied the rivulet v/ith 
the army, he would either have taken or drowned 
his whole army in the Caramnaffa, and come up 
with his treafure and jewels, and thefe of Colfim 
AUy Khan, which amounted to between iwo and 
three niilitons. 

• The ftrength of the Englifti army at this bat- 
tle v. as as follows : ' 

Europeans in battalion rank and file, ^46, of 
which 240 were king’s troops; artillery men yr, 
European cavalry 40, in all European 857, ex- 
‘clufive of officers i'fcapoys, rank and file, 5,297 » 
black cavalry, 918, in all 7,092 j train of artil- 
lery, 20 field pieces. European officers killed, 
two; wounded, fevtn; European foldiers killed, 
34; wounded 49 j non-commiffion officers killed, 
three ; wounded fix? European killed and wound- 
ed, lox; feapoys killed, 205; ;\ounded 414; 
miffing, 85 ; black cavalry, killed 45 ; wounded 
24-i killed and wounded, 847 ; artillery taken in 
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the fielc!, 133 pieces of different fizes» all upon 
carnagcsj and moft of them Enghfti. The enemy 
Mere no lefs than 4OtO00> exclu|ive of thofe 
dro\ nsd, 2000 of them were lalled in the field of 
battle As there were no furgeons to drefs thofe 
of the Efighth army that had been wounded, and 
give them afQfiance, Colonel Munro went for five 
days fucceilivcly to ■every man of the enemy’s 
wounded m the field, and gave nee and water to 
fuch as v/ould taVe, which was all he could givq 
them, 7 he army remained at Buxar for fevenl 
daysj until hofpttals were provided for the tyound- 
£d, and to bury the dead He then marched the 
army into Sujah Dowlah’s country, and feot an cx- 
prefs to Calcutta for farther directions from the go- 
vernor and council. The Mogul, Shah Allum, 
wrote him a letter the day after the battle, giving 
him joy of the viCtory over the vizier, who had 
bept him as a (late prifoncr,' and definng I would 
take him under my protcSion, and acquainting 
me, that though he Mas with the vizier in camp, he 
had left him the night before the battle. Colonel 
Munro aafwercd, that he would immediately fend 
an exprefs to Mr. Vanfittart, the governor at Cal- 
cutta, but that he would not take nim under pro* 
teftion until I knew bow farfoch a fiep might be 
proper, and for the mtereft of the company He 
fent to the colonel and wrote to him repeatedly be- 
fore he had an anfwer from Calcu n, deiiring 
the colonel to come to him, for he had iomeihmg 
V ery particular to, commumcaic to him J he co- 
lonel at lafi fent him word, that he w ould m ait upon 
him, provided he would not look upon lumfelf as 
under the EngUlb proicition , to which he con- 

fenied. 
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fcntsd. When colonel Munro waited upon the 
Mogul, he told him, that if the Englifh would take 
him under proteGlon, he* would give them Sujah 
Dowlah’s country’, or any thing- elfe they pleafed 
to demand, and repeated many grie\anc<.s and 
hardJhips that Sujah Dovviah lay him under, and 
faid, he was only his ftatc pnfoner. T he colonel 
continued his march with the army towards Bana- 
ras, and the Mogul continued to march with his 
guards, and encamped every mghr* pretty clofe 
to our encampment. Before the army arrived at 
Banaras, colonel Munro had an anfwer from the 
.governor and coiiiicil, who confented, that the king 
fliould be taken under proteftion. Upon the ar- 
jny’« arriving at Banaras, Sujah Dowlah fenc him 
his minitter Bsney Bahadre, with overtures of 
peace, which the colonel retufed, btcaufe he in- 
ftfled upon it in the hr(l InBance, that the nabob 
'■would deliver him op, Collim Ally Khaji and 
'Sumro, the former had ordered fo many of the fub- 
jedts of Great Britain to be malTacred, and the 
latter undertook to put the horrid crime in execu- 
tion, when no man In the nabob’s army would un- 
dertake it but himfelf. Sumro was a German, and 
a general ofEcer i and bad been befpre a ferjeant 
in the French fervice, deferted from them to the 
Englifh, and from them to ColTim Ally Khan. 
He commanded Sujah Dowlah’s aVmy at the bat- 
tle of Buxar, and had three or four hundred French 
deferters from the EngUfb army under his com- 
mand. Bena Bahadre told the colonel, Sujah Dow- 
hh never could think of giving up Coflim Ally 
Klnn, or Sumro, but If he pafTcd from that demand, 
he might have any other terms he pleafed j he faid, 
c Sujah 
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Soiah Dowlah T^'ould ^give 25 lack ftf rup2C«, to 
defray the expcrnces the company had been at in 
the war, 25 lauk to the army, ’and eight lack tor 
the coJoneJ. Thi's he told iiun, m the prelenre of 
captain Stables and Gordon, vho were hi<? aid de- 
camps : Mr. Stewart, the colonel’s fecretary and 
interpreter. His anfwer was; if the \jzier gave 
me all the lacks in histreafury, I v\ould make no 
peace with him, until he had delivcred'me up thofe 
■murdering rafcalsj for I never could think that my 
receiving eleven or twelve lack ot rupees,, was a 
fufficient atonement for the blood of thole unfor- 
tunate gentlemen that were murdered at Patna, nor 
a fufficicnt atonement to the grief of their parent*;, 
friends and relations; theJc were his words Upon 
this, Bene Bahadre, and he parted. He returned a 
fccond time, with aflurances from Sujah Dnwlah, 
that if colonel Munro made peace with him, he 
Would put him upon a method of lajing hold of 
Cofllm and Sumro, and m'»dc ufe of ail the per- 
fuafive arguments he could to induce him to make 
'piace. The colonel, (liU infilled upon hislirft pre- 
^liminary ; Rene Rahadre defired, if that was the 
cafe, inat he would permit captain Stables, w'ho 
fpokc the country language, to rerurn with him to 
the nabob’s camp ; that the nabob wanted to fpeak 
to captain Stables. The colonel, told th^. captain, 
that as he was fully determined never tp depart 
from the vizier, git ing up Coffim, and Sumro In 
particular, he did notwifiior advife him to go, 
for that they mighr ufe him the fame way as the q- 
tber unhappy gentlemen at Patna Captain Stables 
'replied, tint he would wuh pleafure rifk his own” 
life,'’could he be the mftrumenc of bringing thefe 
VoL. ilk " M m t\vo 
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two to be made public examples of, He accord- 
ingly^went to the nabob’s tamp v\ Ith Bcne Bahadre, 
and when the captain returned, he told the cojonei, 
that iince the vizisr found he v'as fully determined 
to ha\e Coffim and Sumro^ jn regard to CtlSm, 
he uould for no confideration ^vhatfoever deliver 
him up, but let him cfcapc; but aS to Sumro, if 
he fent two or thrie gentlemen frorti the Englifh 
camp who knew Sumro, he would aik him to an 
entertainment, and in the prefence of thefe gen- 
tlemen, he would order him to be put to death. 
He olTered captain Stables a fum of money, to en- 
deavour to preyail upon the colonel to agree to his 
terms j but, as he never svould, the next thing to 
^ confidered was, the manner of driving Sujah al 
Dowlah entirely out of hts country, who was then 
atLucknarwuh tlie remains of his army: and to 
confiderof the manner of fettling his country., Co-* 
lonel Munro, wrote toCalcutta to the governor and 
COUficil, ansd fent them a letter he had received from 

li® i!?? » Propofing that he 

fhould have fo much of Sujah Dowlah’s country, 
and cede the reft to the company, requcfting'him 
to make no peace w«h Sujah Dowlah. He deGred 
rn direiftiohs of the governor and coun- 

tt V vto this matter, acquainting them 

' <n « 1^*^’ to leave the army 

hnr (i;™ u "> with th,= laft 

lr.T', I *’‘^S°'""W“'ldcoOrcil Tenia copy of 3 
reaty ,0 bee«cn.ed by theUng. „h!ch was done 

sccordingly prefcnt the L-hKf of Patna, &c. ' 
Colonel Munro left the army. January the 6ih 
J765, and met majoi Carnac upon his way to talc 

the 


tKd cdmmandf he told him, whit lih plan of opdri"- 
tions would b?, hid he remained in llie command. 
He held it as a rule, never to b‘e departed from in 
that rountrj’i not to come to a general action v/ith 
the army, except wh^fere every thing is at Hake, as 
he was in pofiellion of the gr^aicH part of Sujah 
Dowlah’s country, he had detei mined to remain 
ibme time longer in the camp, as the vizier’s army 
muft of courle difpetfe when his money was out. 
He propofed aftervvards.co have marched the army 
towards Lucknari and to have ritked a battle to 
take pofieflion of this place and lUahabad; major 
Catnacfald he would folloiv the fame plan His cam-* 
paign^ menlloned before, have fiiewn how biuch 
his military conduft dificred from that of colonel 
Munro, by whole prudence, fagicity and rcfolu- ■ 
tion, the governor^ council and all the fervanis a: 
the company’s fetllements in Bengal and clfewhere, 
were freed from all apptchennons, of Sujah Dow- 
lah and CofTim, as the victory, of Buxar, bad put it 
Out of their power to int-ade the company’s terri- 
tories. Their inveRmentS for' Kurofe were car- 
ried on that year in the fame ntanricr as ufual ; llieV 
had no enemy neafrr the feiilejnent of Calcutta than 
b’oo miles, and that eneriiy at the head of the remains 
of a conquered army ; this was the prolperous jltb- 
Rtion colonel Munro l^ft the country in, and before 
he embarked for Europe ; and before general Car- 
nac joined the army, ^ir Robert Flfitchcr took pof- 
feffion of lUahabad and Lucknar, and totally dif- 
•petr«.dthe remains of Si^ah Dowlah’s army. 

Coibnef iVfunro altn’buterf the mutinous cfilpoiT- 
tion of the troops, when he took the command, to 
a relaxation of Oifciplinc, and to the benefit they 
' thought 



[ 276 3 . ■ 

thought themfdvea entitled by their fuccefles, and 
for having remained fo long in the field. Tliele 
Europeans that mutinied, and deferred to the ene- 
my, moftly French, and ibme Germans, mixed 
with the Englifh companies. 

It appears by Colonel Munro’s evidence, that 
the Indian princes get their artillery from Eng- 
land, Holland, and France. There is hardly a 
Ihip that comes to India, that does not fell them i 
cannon and fmalUrms ; _thc gunpowder they make 
the moft of it themfelves. They caft fhot in a- 
. bundance, but there is no black pttnc6 that calls 
cannon but the king of Travelcore. The cannon 
and military (lores arc fmuggled into the country. 
Indeed the company has made fome examples, and 
fuqh a praftice might bceafily prevented. 

The company may raife ai many battalions of 
feapoys as they pleafe. One method to make 
them faithful and good foWiers, is'b ftrift difcipbne. i 
Another, is to incorporate them with Europeans, » 
allowing them to follow their own cuftoms and 
manners with regard to religion, when it does not 
interfere with their duty ; they fljould be well 
paid, and have good cloaihing ; taking better 
care of them uhen they arefick, and ufing them 
with more lenity in every refpedt when they be- 
have well, The number of European ofiicers 
fhould be iocreafed amongft them.. U he colonel’s 
opinion is, in order to prefervc.our conquells in 
India, to keep always a proper force of Europeans 
in that ebuntryi never fuffermg the company’s fer-' 
vants to make war againft the country powers, until 
it isevidencthac they are the fifftaggrelTors, making 
^ proper ' 



r 277 1 

proper laws m the country, and enforcing theif^ 
execution. 

He thtnl s in cftabhfhment of no Ids than 4000 
rnan iKould btlvcpt m the Bengal pro\inces, to 
defend themagainft all the country powers w ho make 
warigainfl the Englifti, and to counterbalance the 
black troops uho muft be neceJTanly employed in 
that country, and who are capable of being 
brought to difcipline almoft equal to the Euro- 
peans About 700 men in time of peace are fufH- 
cient yearly to fupply the recruits, ncceflary to 
maintain an eftabhfliment of 4000 men, 'Any fo7 
feigners whatfoev er, never ought to be employed by’ 
the Enghfh m that country, there have been fre- 
quent examples of foreigners deferting to the ene- 
my when in the field, and they cannot be depend- 
ed upon m time of adtion. The Catholics of Ire- 
land might be \ery well and fafely employed ib 
private foidiers. One third of the Luropcans 
fhouldbc caialry, which is ccrtimly, of very great 
ufe , in that calc, the company fhould not want 
an eftablilhmtnt or bhek caialry, being of no ufe 
in time ot peace, and in tune of war, on! y of ufc 
to 1 "cp the lipe quitt on the march 

It has bvcn the cufiom from time mim'*mcnal 
for captains of Lnghfh Ihqs to fell arms an 1 iniii 
tary (lores to the natives of India *1 he 1 rcncli, 
Dutch, and Danes always did the fame , and there 
IS no probability of preveniing other nations from 
carrying on this trade Though it might be a dm 
gerous experiment to train the fcapoys lo as to make 
them equal 10 Luropeans, they cannot be governed 
wuhou a Rriia dirciplme. 

The 
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The liing gave a j'»gb«re to Colonel Munroi %Vno 
Was fomeiime in poircflion of it : this jaghire upon 
fome of the pro\’inces in Bengal, amounted to 
J 1,5001. a year for life, in confideration of the co- 
lonel’s fcrvices to the Mogul and. the country* 
Upon the receipt of Jt, he wrote immediately to 
Mr. Spencer, who, was governor of Calcutta, ac- 
quainting him with the king’s benefaftion. The 
colonel received his anfu'cr after he had quitte'd 
the command of the artny* a^^d Mr. Spencer ac- 
quainted him that his receiving fuch a jnghire was 
fo much contrary to the.intereft of the company, 
that they never would fuffer him to hold it ; thac^ 
the company had gone to law with' Lord CUve a- 
bout his jaghire, and requefttd that he would dc-* 
liver it up to the Nabob «hrn he Ihoulci fee him/ 
who would not only behave hantlfomely upon the 
occafion, buc chat the company would never fee 
him the luflcrer from fuch an act, afttfr the 'fcrvices 
he had done them. Prom that moment^hc refol-, 
ved to deliver it up to the Nabob, and upon his^ar- 
rival at Muxadavad, lie waited on the Nabob, who 
was^then ill at his palace', and told hirr), that he 
had got a jaghvre from the king, but ns he was re- 
turning to Europe, he would leave it with him* 
This was 10 the prcfcnce of Mr. Middleton, reli- 
dins at the Dutbaf, Captains Gordon .md Stables^ 
TlicNabob, upon receiving the jsglurc, fmileJ,and 
faid to the colonel, 'Phis a piece of gcncrofity I 
am a little accuhomed ; but if I live you fiiall not 
be the fulTcrcr.” 1 le ordered ius mimUcrj Nund- 
scomcr to defire the interpreter to acquaint the co- 
lonel, .that he begged his acceptance of two lacks 
of rupees, which w'ould be .it Calcutta about the 

• tiir.9 
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time of his armal therci Colontfl Munro rccciv'cc) 
at Calcutta a Utter from tbu nabob’s fon, ac* 
quainting him with his father’s death, lequcUing 
hisiniercft for Inm to fuccccd his father ns fubah, 
ard alluring him, as he l:ntw the whole trmfafHon 
of tlic jaghifc, and rhepromifes bis father made to 
the colonel, that he s.ouU mahe tl tm good ^ and 
in this firuaiion colonel Manro left his jaghire, and 
his lacks! Since he came lo England, Mr. Spen- 
cer wrote 10 him, that he had acquainted lord 
Chvc with the demands he had upon the govern- 
ment, and that hU Jordfliip promlled him, if fJ erd 
was fo much remaining of the nabob’s Cmtilandlng' 
debts, he would order the pajment of the two heUs 
of rupees to the colonel’s attornc). 1 am very 
happy fald he, before the committee, from his lord- 
fiiip’s eminent fcrvices to this country and the com- 
pany, that he lias a more refponiiblc fund for the 
payment of hts jaghire j at the fame lime, I cannot 
help regretting that his lordfhip did not think my 
two years rent deferved a better fund than the na- 
bob’s omftanding debts. l.ct my fmall fcrvices 
be rewarded as rhey maj : let inriinduals think of 
them as they plcafe ; 1 hope f?fts will come out 
before this committee is at an end, to flicw them 
and the world, that this country lias been ferved j 
that this Eaft-lndia company has been fared by 
more thin one or two mtn ; many brave and gal- 
Jint men have done honour to their king, ha> c done 
fcrvlcc to this country, and have faved the Ead- 
Irdia company j and fome of them have loft their 
lives in the caiife. 1 never received any pirt of the 
two lack, nor any prefent from the Eall-Indla 
conipau} . 
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At the time the Mogul grante.l the Jaghlre, the 
nabob did not pay to him any revenues or ackno'.^. 
ledgmcnts from Bengal. When lord Clue v as 
upon the fpoc, tlie colonel thought his lordlhip’s 
ncgleft, imirrated a mean opinion of his fervices, 
othrTwife he would ha\e ordered the nabob to pay 
the two lacks due to him Mr. Spencer had been 
offered ten lack of rupees, if he would continue 
Nundcomcr, about the perfon of the nabob, which 
he refufed. 

When colonel Mtinro faw the king ffrft, he of- 
fered him the Ueuannee, he had offered it before 
to Sir Eyre Coote after the Moguls father’s death; 
Mr. Vanfinart had the fame offer*, which he de- 
clined, not knowing how iar he could be Jufliffed 
in fuch an adir, or how far u might be detrimenial 
to 'he company. Tne rc.ifons for colonel Munro*s 
Tefufirg the fame advantage were, that he formed 
no plans of any kind, but that of extricating the 
company from the danger that threatened them. 

- The governor and council ought to be thejudges 
of whatever is conducive or pre)udicia\ to ihc'in- 
tereft of the company, and the colonel knew’ what 
was for the honour of his roajelly’s troops to be 
concerned in. The mogul could and would have 
done any thing nt that time that the colonel defired 
without the confentof thcnalnb, and the company 
would hate reaped any bene'ic that they ple.altrd 
from the king’s unlimited concenions, as ever lince 
CofTitn had been drove out of the country, the 
company themfeUc'; havebeemhe nabob. Colonrl 
Mimro declared, that could he have foreleen the in- 
gramude and the mjufliceofthc company in regard 
to him, fmee his arrual from India, he never 

V oiild 
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' ^vbuld'iiilve given up hisjaghire:- While he had 
the command -of the army, he rbfufed the ofTets of 
above gaOjOboI; ac different times for maldng al- 
•^'terations in'th'e bfjices of the government, and he 
hcvcr received a fihgie ropec by way of prefentj ei- 
ther in money of jewels, except 10,000]. from Bul- 
’ wahffing, for havingjhiainiained.hlm in, the zemin- 
dary of the country;. Colonel MuOro's evidence 
does equal HonoUrto his military conduft and dlfin- 
terefted principles: ’ The yi^ory of Buxaffrdm 
the great force of the enemy, and the number of ' 
the artillery, is one of thd moft interefting that was 
ever fought in. India. , Such a fucccfs'at one blow. 
To as ip defeat utterly Sujah Dowlah and Coffirh^s 
deiigni againft’ the Bengal provinces, wasattended 
with the . moH. impoftant advantages to the com'- 
pany. ' The 'coloneVs’.'lkill and a'ftiyity before this 
Opening of the campaign, and his judgment in lead- 
ing them into 'the field, 'with the. excellent difpoQ- 
tidh hfe'made for. receiyingpt. attacking the enemy, 
cannot be too much commended, and ranked him 
above moft EngHliicoriiroanders in Jndorta'n, ’ 

■ Wiih fefpeft to the jaghire, it is equally contra- 
ry to the honour and the intcreftbf th'e^cornpany,- 
that it’fh'ould'thus become 'tribufary, as it were to 
it's bwh . fervahts ; and the ToUciiing or even ac- 
cepting, Vgraht of . the.’fovcreignty ; of the com- 
pany’s poITeflloDs,' appears To inconfiftent with .that 
relation,’ that it is as illegal, as it h improper. . The • 
Eaft-lndia company, fenlible' that the jaghecr given 
- by Ally* Khan to lord, Clive, arifing out of the lands - 
grantedT>y the nabob to’tKefaid corhpany, .was an 
eficroachtneht upon thcfr*poileftions ; direfted the 
. governor and council of ^deal not to pay any far- 
, ' Tot, III. . ,-Nn ■ * iher 
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ther fum to lord Clive on that account ; in confe- 
quence of which, ?11 future pajments of the rents 
claimed by lord Clive as a jagheer, were ordered 
to be Itopt, Upon which, his lorddiip thought fit 
to commence a fujt in the court of chancery 
againft the company, infilling on a title to thofe 
rents. The dirdftors inllni&ed their fervants to 
take the proper fteps to inform themfeKes of the 
real fiate of the fadls, material to the difeuflion of 
the feveral queflions upon which the plaintiff’s 
claim appeared ; and, in particular, to make 
jiroper inquiries into the auihtnticicy of the pre- 
tended patent fromthe mogul, creating lord Clive 
an Iman, or Omra, of the empire, which he made 
the foundation of his title, deriving from it a > 
capacity to accept a jaghire, and a light to expeft 
one. If no fuch patent had been ever ifTued, as 
'they had great reafon to believe, or, if any of the 
ul'ual forms neceffary to make it valid and effec- 
tual were wanting, they would have been dccifive 
againft him. Tlie manner of obtaining the fup* 
pofed grant of the jaghirc from Jaffier Ally Khan, 
the nabob’s motives, intentions, &c. were to be 
minutely enquired into, and in cafe, there fhould 
have been (as lord CliVe’s own letters led. the di- 
redors to lufped) any impofture in any of the 
inftruments fuppofed ro have formerly iflued, or 
if any thing of that kind Ihould be attempted at 
this jundurc, they were to fpare no pains 
nor expcncc to dettd it. They were direded to 
make immediately effldual applications to the 
courts ofDchly and Muxadavad, to preVent the 
ilTuing any new m-ants or confirmations, by which 
the plaintifT might fupply the defeds of his pre- 

fenc 



tent title, or acquire ajoew one, though he fliould 
have none at prcltnt : they were fo iully fenfible^ 
of the many inconveniences to thccompany, which 
fuch a title, lliould it be cftabliih’cd, would occa-, 
fion, that they made the ftri<5l:cft enquiry into the 
foundation of the claim, 'and if there w as no titfo 
at pfofent, they were to ufe their beft endeavours 
to prevent the acquiring one. If thefe rents were 
to be paid, they thought it, upon many accounts, 
much more for the mtereft of the company to pay 
them as ufual to the nabob, foi the ufe of the 
mogul, than to any pretended grantee of theirs. 
Circiimfl'>nced as things wefo at Bengal at.the 
time the late nabob wns induced to make the 
grant, which gave occafion to his lordlhip's claim, 
they thought the company had a right to evpeft 
to be releafod from this tribute altogether, and 
that their prefent claimant, then goternor of the 
company’s fcttlernents, and '•ommander of their 
troops, ought to have employed the influence 
this ftation gave him, in procuring this conceflion 
for the company’s benefit inftead of his own. 
The prefent fituatjon of things encouraged them 
flill to hope, that both the mogul andjhc reign- 
ing nabob might be prevailed upon to rclinquifti 
thefe rents in fav’our of the company, as well for 
the fake of the revenue, as to prevent the com- 
pany being ever again embarrafred with a claim 
like the prefent. The governorand council at Cal- 
cutta were directed to ufe their beft endeavours to 
obtain that conceflion, in cafe thefe rents were 

For the purpofe ol corryiogthofcordcrs intoexc- 
cufion, Mr. John Spencer, or Mr. Warren Mailings, 

with 
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withfome qthet of the company's fervantsas vicie 
bell qualified by their equity and knowledge of thq 
laiiguigc, were ordered to Mux2da\ad and J)elhy 
to undertake this ne^tlation ; *and in cafe lord 
Clive was to employ an agent in Bengal, to affill 
him in any thing relatite to the matters in difputq 
between him and the company ; none of the 
council were to accept this office. 

Thefe inftrudlions, dated 30th December, 
■ 1763, lord Clive had repealed on his going to 
India the laft time, when he was appointed go- 
vernor and commander in chief of the army in the 
Bengal pro\inces. 

As his lordfiilp has feverely animadvprted on 
Mr, Vanfictart’s conduft, for having depofed 
Meer Jalfier j we Ihail fet forth the caufes of the 
Tcfolution tinanimoufiy approved by the governor 
and council. 

The nabob Jaffier Ally Ichan w,i8 of a temper 
eKtremely tyrannical and avaricious, at the fame 
time, very indolent; the people about him were 
either ■=hjccl flares and flatterers, or elfe the bafe 
implements of his evils. There was no chance of 
having the affairs of the government properly 
cnndudled, but by their removal. He attributed 
all the ill fuccefs of hJs affairs to imaginary plots 
and contrivances, and facrificed lives without 
mercy to the excefs of his jealouf) : numbcrlefs 
were the Inflances of men of all degrees, whofe 
blood he had fpllt without the Icaft afligned rca- 
fon : he had caufed to be murdered the mother, 
the vvidovv, and the daughter of Scrajah Dowlah; 
befides feveral of his great officers. The nabob 
bf Dacca icfufcd to obey the ciuel order 'of put- 
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fing to death all the furvivors of the family of 
the nabob Aiivcrdec Khan and Serajah Dowlah, 
’^nd the mcfTenger^ w^io had private 'iDftrnftions 
to execute this tragedy, in cafe of the other’s re- 
fufal, maflacred, and drowned them, with about 
pwenty women their attendants. ‘ 

Executions of this kind had made the Nabob, 
the dread and deteftation of all good men j and 
he neceflarily became a prey to the people of mean 
extradion and abjedt difpofition, who knowdnff ‘ 
that a goternment fo managed could' not Hand 
long, fought only to make thcmfclvcs rich by op- 
preffions of ail forts, upon the country and inhabi- 
tants. To the hcaty taxes laid hy them on the 
markets, ,was aferibed the unufual fcarcity and 
dearnefs of provifions at the city, the capital of a 
country once eflecmcd the moft plentiful in the 
world. 

« His confidents were men of low birth, whoen; 
gaged him continually in idle apd vicious amufe- 
ments, keeping him by that means in utter ignot 
jrance of his affairs, arid in a flatc of indifference as 
f:o their fuccefs. No money came into his trea- 
furyj at the fame time, nothing was paid to his 
army, infomuch that his troops mutinied, and 
furrounded his palace in a tumultuous manner, 
threatening to take away his life, which they 
would certainly ha\e done, had hot his fon-in- 
law and fucceflbr, the Nabob Cofiim Ally Khan, 
become anfwcrable, and paid them a x ery large 
him out of his own treafury. The imminent dan- 
ger with which his pcrlbn was threatened on this 
occafion, awakened him for a moment; but ic ivas 
no fooncrrcmotcdihan befell back into his ufual 
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letBam’. The fame unworthy mhilfVcrs remain- 
ed ftiU his only counfellois, and continued in the 
uiana^'ement of his aifairs to the laft day of his ad- 
niini{f^;ation, which he left in fo confuted and im- 
poverifhed a Hate, that in all human appearance, 
he would havebeen cut ofFby his own fcapoys,and 
the city become a feene of plunder and difoider 
before another month could have elapfed ; having 
■ made no provifion for the payment of the long ar- 
Tcais due to his people. After Coflim Aliy IZhawn 
had freed him from his former extremities, this 
dinger he could not but forefee, atid more than 
orcc declared his apprchenficns, yet he had not 
the i ower to exert the neceflary means for prev ent- 
ang It, but funk the deeper into dejeftion’. 

Befidcs this intedine danger to which the go- 
vernment was expofed, two armies were in the 
held, waiting only for the fair weather, to advance; 
the Sha Zadda cowards Patna, and the I3nr- 
boom Pojah towards Mccrfliadabad, the capital, 
The Rajahs of the countries bordering upon the 
mountains, vs ere ready to fliakc off their oepend- 
ance, ''nd had already offered confidcrable fup- 
plics to the Baarboom Raiah. .Another Rajah 
had committed open hoftiVitles, and taken polfcf- 
iinn of all the country above Boglepoor, which en- 
. tictly flopped the coinmunicition* between the 
two provinces on that fide of the river. In a 
word, the whole countr)' feemed ripe for an uni- 
vcrfal revolt, thefe parts only excepted, which 
from their natural wcaknefs, or neighbourhood 
with the city, intimidatcxl them from taking up 
arms. To encounter all thefe difpculclcs, there 
was aofiiing htif croups nirfiouc pay, from whom, 

' * . there.- 
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therefore, no great efforts could be expeded. Of 
this, a \ery reinarkable jnftancc occurs in the 
detachment which was oidcrcd againlt the Baar- 
boom Rajih, three months before the Nabob's 
abdication, but ne\er advanced more than three 
leagues from the citj*, in which fituanon the)' conti- 
nued upon Mr. Vanfittart's arrival at Calcutta. 

- All who were acquainted with the iranfadtions 
of the government, know that this is a true dc- 
fcription of fads ; and all that are convinced of 
the fads, muft agree, that affairs were at an ex- 
tremity no longer to be negleded, without mani- 
fell danger of having thcprovincc over-run, and the 
trade entirely ruined. Mr. Vanfitiart was refolved, 
therefore, to ufc his utmoft endeavours ro get thefe 
bad miniders removed ; and judging it might be 
difficult CO prevail on the Nabob to part with his 
favourites without fome degree of violeace, he 
brought with him a detachment of Europeans and 
feapoys, under pretence of fending them with 
Colonel Caillaud to re-inforce the army ar Patna, 
Mr. Vanfittart arrived with the colonel at Cof- 
fimbuzar, the 14th of Odober, and the next day 
the Nabob paid them a vifit The 1 6th, they went 
to the city, and returned the vifit on the 18th. 
The Nabob came to Moradbaug, by appointment, 
to talk upon bufmefs; in the converfation which 
Mr Vanfitrart had with him in the two former 
meetings, he had taken occafion to reprefent to 
him in general terms, the bad management of his 
>minifierb, the miferies and unlverfal difaffcdlion of 
the country, and the deiperate Bate of his, as well 
as of the company’s affiiirs ; m order to give him a 
more full ‘and clear view of the evils brought on,* 

through 
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tKrou^h tKe v.*eaWfs of hiS admlnlfttatlon, and to 
point out the means of their rcmo\ al, he had pre- 
pated three lettersj tvhichi after a (hort and friend- 
ly introduSion, he dclhcxed to the Nabob, \\ho 
feemed much affefted by the perufal of them, but 
endeavoured more to put an end lo the conference 
than to pr<^ofe a temedy to the evils. 

Mr. Vanuiiart* however, prevailed on him to fend 
for his dinner at Moradbaug, and in a manner in- 
fifled on hjs coming. to Ibme determination for thd 
immediate reform of the odvernment , at length he 
confelTcd himfelf, throu^ age and grief, for the 
Jaielofsof hisfon, uncapablc alone offlruggling 
againft fo many dlHicultics that he had much 
better tike the afTiftmcc ofono frotn amongft hU 
relations, on \vhofc true attachment and fidelity he 
might moro fafely rtly » he named fi\c or fix, and 
amongft them CoiTim Ally Kawn Mr, Vanfittatf 
asked himj Which of that number was moft fit 
to aflift him in his prefent exigencies he re- 
plied without hefitaiion, ‘‘T'hai Coffim Ally Kawn 
was the moft proper ; ncxWthcIcfs it was with the 
utmoft difficulty, Mr. Vanfittaft could prevail on 
the nabob to fend for him ; and fb very late, that 
before Coffim could arrive, the old nabob was fb 
ekircmcly fatigued, and m fuch a flaie of anxiety* 
that he could not refufe his return home lo take his 
reft. He was convinced indeed, that it was to no 
purpofe to detain him: for fuch was the jealoufy 
he difcovcrcd with refpeft to Cofllm Ally Kawn 
that Mr. Vanfittart perceived he never would con- 
fent» without fome fort of force, to gtVe the other 
till means of tcftosvng vdet to Iws nffaits. An 

hour 
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Kour or two after the nabob’s departure, Coffini 
Ally Cawn arrived, and feemed to be extremely 
apprehenfive, that the nabobinftead of trufting him 
With the management of his affairs, ^\ould endea- 
vour by 'fome means or other, to get rid of him. 
Mr Vanfittart agreed therefore, Mn opinion with him, 
that he (hould not go to themabob's houfe until 
meafures were taken for his fecUrlcy. This rcfolve, 
however, to give the nabob the next day fthe ipth) 
to refledt upon the letters before-mentioned, in 
hopes, that he would propofefome meafures of^re- 
gulatton. Mr, Vanfittart heard nothing from him all 
day, but found ' by his intcUigence, that he had 
been in counrll with his old advifers, whofe fug- 
gefllons h6 was fure would be contrary to the wel- 
fare of the country m general, and that of the com- 
pany in particular. ‘ He determined therefore, to* 
adt immediately on the nabob’s fears : there could 
not be a better opportunity than that the night of 
the 19th afforded, it, being the conclufion pf the 
Gentoo feaft, when ^1 the principal people of that 
caff wouW be pretty well fatigued with their cere- 
monies ; accordingly, Mr, Viofittart agreed with 
colonel Caillaud, that helhouldcrofs the river with 
the detachment, between three and four in the mor- 
ning, and having joined Cofiim Ally Kawn and 
lus people, marched to the nabob’s palace, and 
furrounded it juft at day break ; Mr- Vanfittart be- 
'ing extremely defirOus to prevent any difturbance 
or bloodfhed, wrote a letter to the nabob, and dc- 
_ livercd it to ihe fxdnneV JLd JwJixch a 

time as he fhould think moft expedient. The fol- 
'lowing is a tranftatjonofit, 
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I have been vvaiting all this day in expecta- 
tion that you would have lettled fomc of the weigh- 
ty and urgent affairs upon which I yeflerday con- 
ferred with you, and that you would have acquaint- 
ed me with your determination but, you have not 
favoured me with any anfvver concerning them; 

• from hence it plainly appears, that as long as thefe 
evil counfellors remain about your perfon, wbaifoc- 
ver I may reprefenc to you for your profperlty and 
welfare, and die good of the country, will have no 
efleft. The folly of thcle peoplewill foondeprbe 
"you of your government, and prove the rum like- 
wife of the company’s affairs. I have judged it 
improper, that foch evils and difgracc (bould be 
brought upon us for the fake of two or three men ; 
for this teafon, 1 have fent colonel CaiHaud with for- 
'ccs td wait upon jou j when the fame colonel ar- 
rivei, he tviU expel thefe bad counfellors>and place 
your affairs ln,a proper flate ; 1 will fhortly follow, 
iec not y our excellency be under any apprehenfion«, 
but chearfully receive the colonel, and give orders 
.to your imn, that they commit nodifturbance, nor 
;raifc tumults in the city. I folemniy declare, that 
,I have no other view, but your good and welfare : 
.look upon me as your fincere wcU-wifher, and re- 
main fattsfied.*’ 

, Meafures had been taken at the fame time for 
feizing three pf his chief colinfcllors ;’the intention 
^of Mr, Vanfittart being only to remove thefe un- 
worthy mailers, and to place Coffirn Ally Kawn in 
.the full management of all the affairs, in quality of 
deputy,Qr fucceflbr to the nabob; the necelTary 
preparations being accordingly made, with all the 
-cate and fccrccy pofEble, the colonel embarked 
^ with 
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'Vith Oie troops ; jpmcd Coffim Ally Kawn v.Itlicnj* 
l}ie Icaft alarm, and marched into the couri-jard 
>£)f the palace juft at the proper inftant j the gates 
of the tnner court being fiiut, the colonel formed 
his men -without, and fent the letter to the nabobs 
whouasatfirft in a great rage, and threatened 
he would make what refiftance he could, and take 
|iis fate. The colonel forbore all hoftilincs, and 
feveral meffagcipanTed between him and then.abob. 
The affair remained in this doubtful ftate about tw'O 
hours, when the nabob finding his perfifting was to 
no purpofc, fent a mefTagc to CoIFim Ally Kawn, 
informing him, he was ready to fend him jhe feals, 
and all tbecnftgns of dignity, and to order, the Na- 
bit to be fttick up in his name, provided bc.would 
agree to take the whole charge of the government 
upon him, to dtfeharge all the arrears due to the 
troops, to pay the ufoa! revenues to the king, to 
favc his life and honour, and to give him an al- 
lowance fufiicient for his maintenance. Allthefe 
■conditions being agreed to, Coflim was proclaimed, 
and the old nalwb came out to the colonel, decla- 
ring that he depended on him for his life : the troops 
then took pofieflion of all the gates \ and notice 
being fent to governor VanGttart, he immediately 
repaired to the palace, and was met by the old na- 
bob in the gate-ray ;• he aftccd.if his perfon was 
fafe, which leemed nos/ to be all his concern. I told 
him, that not only his perfon w as fafe, but hU go- 
vernment too, if he pleafed, of which its*, as never 
intended to deprive him. The nabob anfwered. 
That he had ro more bufinefs at the city, that 
he fhouldbein continuil danger from CofTm, and 
jhat-ifhe was permitted to go and live at Calcutta, 
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lie Hicfftld be extretr.«ly happy and confentcd. Mr. 
Vanfittart cotdd not help lamenting his fuddcn fall; 
yet he was not forry for this propofal, as he knew 
affairs would be much better managed without him; 
and his retaining a fharc in the authority f how ever 
imal!) could not fail tocaufc foch perplexities aJ 
might prove In fo critical and dangerous a junc- 
ture, of the worff confequence to the adminiftra- 
tion, Cofllm All}’ Kawn was accordingly feated on 
^thc mifnud, and the governor paid him his con- 
gratulations in-the ufual form; all the jamindars 
and perfons of diftinftion st the city, came imme- 
diately and made their acknowledgment to the new 
Tubah, and in the evening every thing was as pcr^ 
fcftly quiet as if there had been no change ; the 
people in general feemed much pleafed with the 
revolution, which had this peculiar felicit)' attend- 
ing if, ihtft It was brought about without the leafl 
diitufbancc in the town, or a drop of blood fpilt. 

• The nabob did not think himfelf fafe even for 
one night in the city : Coffim fupplied him with 
boats, and permitted him to take away as many of 
his women as he defired, fwhich he did to about 
the number of fixry; with a rcafonable gratuity of 
jewels. Mr. Vanfiitart furnilhed him with a firong 
efcort of Europeans and fcapoys,- and intended to 
lodge him at Najazeel, but he would not truft him- 
fclf there, and begged he might Deep in his boats, 
clofe to MIradbaug, which he accordingly did. 
He continued at Mtradbaug the next day, and in 
the evening the governor vifitecl him with colonel 
Caillaud. He appeared then pretty eafy, and re- 
conciled to the iofs a power, which he owned to b? 
jather a burthen than a pleafure, and too much 
for his abilities 'to manag?, lin?c the death of his 
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fon ; tlie enjo) ment of the reft of hts days in fcci> 
riiy under the Englilh prote&ion, fcemed to be 
the chief objedt of his wifhes. 

On the morning of the 22d, he fet out for Cal- 
cutta, and arrived there the^Qth; he wasmetby’a 
deputauon from the council, and treated viith eve- 
ry mark of refpedt due to h s former dignity. 

- When Mr. Vanfiitart xvas st Madrafs, colonel 
Clive frequently wrote to him upon the ftate of the . 
affairs of this country, and told him, that whenever 
he returned to Eurojie, he would procure his ap- 
poinitmnt to the government. The friendihip and 
connexions between the nabob and the colonel, 
whom he called his Ton, were well known to Mr. 
Vanfiitart j but on his arrival he obferved, that the 
EngU(b forces employed in ihemabob’s fcrvice, and 
in the fupporc of his government at Patna, were 
kept without their pay. The forces of, the fircar 
ftattoned in thefe parts were difaffcdted tO'ihe fer- 
vice ibr want of pay. The fcapoys of Marftieda- 
bad had furrounded the palace in a tumultuous 
manner for the arrears of their pay, and endanger- 
ed the nabob’s life. His ininifters from their cove- 
toufnefs and bad difpofitions, had fet afide all 
juftice, were plundering the poor without caufe, 
-deftroying the fubjefts with wanton barbarity, and 
^bringing ruin and defolation on the country. A 
fcarcJty of provifions never known before in the 
Bengal provinces, had reduced the people of all 
degrees to the greateft dlilrefs ; w Inch was entirely 
ovving^to the bad management of the old nabob’s 
minifters. All the lands and villages were in a 
ftatc of defolation ; the mimfters of the fircar re- 
garding only their own intcrefi, negle< 5 led the wel- 
fare of the fubjefts, and oppreffed the indoftrious, 

’ , in 
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in rapine, violence, and injuflice. Mr. Vanfit-. 
tart dame to lus government in tiie midlt of thcfe 
calamities ; when the dignity of the nabob, the re- 
putation of the cofnpany, and the profperity of 
the country were almoft expired. It required his 
abilities to remedy all thofe cviU» even for the pre- 
fent, and to fiirmounf fuch difficulties. Though 
his enemies have itnpeacbcd hjs conduift and judg- 
ment, particularly lord Clive, for having placed 
6n the mifnud the treacherous Coffim, whofe in- 
tereft Mr, Vanfittart himfelf was afterwards obliged 
to abandon ; he could not forefee the ingratitude 
and villainy of ColTicn, who before his elevation 
had fupportedthe character of a man of fenfeand 
moderation. 

Thofe who had publicly declared thcir.diflenf 
from this revolution, and cxprefTed their entire 
difapprobation of the meafurcs purfued *in confer 
qusmee, ‘alUdged the following rcafons. ** They 
complained that the whole board had not beerr coti- 
fulted, otherwife this mcafurc would h^ve been re- 
jnfted by the majority. They faid, that when Mr, 
Vanfutart, urged the old nabob’s immediate com- 
, pliancc with uhai be had propofed to him, with a 
miiiiAry force,” The nabob rexutned for anfwfcj. 
That fuch ufage was what he never expedted 
'from the Englifh ; that whilft a force was at his 
gates he would enter into no terms, and that it was 
,his defire ouf troops might be returned to Murad- 
'baog. When colonel L'aillaud threatened him to 
ll;orm the palace*, aftonifhed' and terrified by this 
menace, the nabob opened the gates ; exclaiming 
tliat he was betrayed, that the Englifh were guilty 
of perjury and btcach of faith j that he perceived 
• ' • • ■ • ■ ‘ ‘ ihcir 
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their defign sgamft his government; that he ha3 
friends enough to hizard at kaft one battle in his 
defence, but although, no oaths were facred d- 
nough to bind the LngUfti, ^cc as he had fworn, to 
be their faithful friend, he would never fwetvc 
from his engagement, and rather fufier death than 
draw his fword againfl them ** So fufpicious was 
he, according to their report, of being fold, that 
he defircd to know what fum of money Cofiim 
was to gue for the Subahftiip, and he would give 
half as much more to be continued "He hoped, 
however, if they intended to dethrone him, they 
would not leave him to the mercy of his fon-in- 
law, from whom he fcated the wotft, but rather 
V iriied they would carry him from the c ty, and 
give him a place of fafety m Calcutta They re- 
prefented this laft requell of the nabob, as the cf- 
fcifl of his fear and dcfpair, which was immediate- 
ly laid hold of, and condtued in the light of a vo- 
luntary refignation That the old nabob had been 
hurried in o a boat, with a few of his women and 
nedelTanes, and fentaway to Calcutta in a manner 
unworthy of the high rank he had fo lately held, 
ns was alfo the fcanty fubfiftcncc allowed him by 
his fuccelTor 

That Jaffier Ally Kawn had been depofed In 
breach of a treaty, founded upon the mofl: folemn 
oaths, and in violation of the national faith, a 
prince of whofe friendftiip and attachment they had 
had fo many Hgnal proofs, and m whofe caufe had 
been employed with great fuccefs. 

In regard to the army laid to Jaffier’s charge^ 
which to thofe unacquainted with the Eaftern go- 
vernments V ill appear dclervmg of the his.he(l re- 

fentment 
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fenlment from a civilized nation j fuch Is the ftatfl 
of politics in every Afiatic court, that through the 
apprehcnfions of the fovcreign, and the intrigues 
and artifices of the great men about him, inftanctS 
of cruelty and oppreffion are but too frequent j and 
even the moft beloved amongfl: them are taxed 
with conniving at thefe afts of violence, often’ 
committed by perfons in power without their know- 
ledge } as there are no regular punifhmcnts for 
criminals of high flations^ recourfe Is often had fo 
the dagger, or polfon, to punifh the guilty. The 
enemies to the revolution pretended this to be the 
cafe in moft of the Inftanccs alledged again Jaffier 
Ally Kawn ; they accufed CofTim of having dif- 
covered a greater propenfity to cruelty, when being 
In pofTcflion b f the palace, he was defirous of mak- 
ing the firft a£t of his power the afianinalion of 
Jatfier, and was very much difplcafed when he 
found we intended to give him protection at Cal- 
cutta. Since hls acceffion to the fubahdary, they 
charged him with numberlcfs aCts of cruelty and 
extortion, and of having made the more immedi- 
ate objects of his III ufage, thofe who had been the 
moft avowed friends of the Englifti. Indeed, want 
of money was the greateft difficulty the nabob la- 
boured under, but this did proceed from the diftrac- 
ted ftatc, in which the country had been ever fince 
colonel Clive’s departure } fo that a very fmall 
part of the revenues came into his treafury. Some 
of . his countries were affigned to the company for 
the payment of his debts, and others under, contri- 
butions of his enemies ; and though the force we 
had in the field, under major Carnac was more than 

fufficient 
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fuffiv-ient to rep I the mv'idtt’s, ho material advan- 
tage \ as gamed over them, but by continual 
marches and countermarches our o /n armies be- 
came as dedru^ive is tnof- of the irvad rs 

1 he) affirmed that CoiUm was derpifcd ind dif- 
hked befcrc he came to the inilnud, and that his 
behaviour fince, had be-n foopprdbve ind tynnni- 
cii, that It could not fail conhrmtng the. public 
haired of him They could not however deny, 
that ihL company acquired b) this, revolution a 
confiderable addition ot territory, and received a ^ 
larj^er yearly revenue 

1 hcv complained of CofDm increafing the num- 
ber of his troops, notvvuhftinding ine adbual tna- 
quiluy of the provinces, and tin- he was arm- 
ing and difciplinlng as many fc3po)S as ho could 
procure, in the J-uropean manrer, ro make himfelf 
more, formidable, T hat he was credlmg a large 
fort a: Rajahmiul, which he propofed to mal c ms 
place ofrcfidence, and hoped to be out of chu reach 
of the prefi Itnc) . 

I hat inftcid uf checl ng the overgrowing power 
of the prefent nabob, it was duly promoted, as he 
1 id the abfolute command of the cympany^s forces 
at Patna , the chief there, having had dircdtions to 
let him have what number cf troop* he pfenfi-s to 
demand, without being allowed to julf,e ol the na- 
ture of thefervice for which they ar<. dcmandid* 
Notwithftanding this zcilous attichmvnt to 
Coffim, the) were apprchentive he would not aft 
the pirtof a faithful a!I> towards the company., as 
he bern>ed 1 contmuaJ diftruft of thofe, who had 
appeared anv v a\s auachvd to the compinv 
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They TepTefented the nabob's large aimy as a 
burthen upon the provinces, and only kept up to 
fcreenhim from the king’s power, ‘and through his 
jealoufy of the company, which if reduced, would 
have cafed the country of an immenfe expence.' 

’ There is no doubt, that many grievances com- 
plained of againlt Coffim after his eflabHfhmenion 
the mifnudj were real ; and in jutlice to Mr. Van- 
fittart’s memory, we exculpate him of any fetfilh 
views in this revolution, ilnce he was convinced of 
his error afterward', and finding hc^had been mifia- 
' hen in his opinion of Coflim, he approved of the 
ineafures taken to dcpiive him of the power he had 
abufed. 

The committee appointed toenquire Into thena- 
ture, flats, and condition of the baft India com- 
ny, and of thcBritllh afl'airs in the ball Indies, 'be- 
ing determined to ftaie the material parts of thecon- 
dudl of the company’s fervants, with refpedV to the 
powers Intfuflcd with them by the company, in the 
civil and military departments, in the adminiflra- 
tionof juflice, in the accepting of prefents, in the 
’ management of trade, and in the revenues and coin- 
age, conceived the tranfaflions concerning Kam- 
narain, naib or deputy governor of Patt\a; under 
Jaffier Ally Kawn, to be of material confrquence, 
as they contributed chiefly to bring on the war 
with Coflim Ally Kawn, 

Lord Clive, a member of the committee, being 
requefted to relate what were the engagements en- 
tered into by Ramnarain with the nabob, fajd, 
if There u-aS no engagement in writing j that after 
his lordfliip was called up to the afliftance of Mcer 
JfafTier, hisexcellcncy.defired him to write to Ram-, 

nataiq, 
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htiain, afluring him of ihe Englidi protedliorl^; 
Jot that Rsmnarain would put contidencc in fuch a 
ktier,but^not in one from himlelf,and ihar he fhould 
b_y that means gee poircflion of Ins perfon, and 
might cut oh his head : that his lordlhip told him It 
Mas not the cUhom of the Loglifli to be guilty of 
fuch tranfaiftihns, but that if he was inclined to re- 
duce him force of arms, he w'as ready to aflift 
him. His lordhup aftetuards urote to Ram- 
' narain, that if he would come into the prefence 
and acknowledge the nabob, he ihould be kept in 
his government on the fame footing, as he had been 
under Serajah Dowlah. I^lnt he came according- 
ly, pud obedience CO che nabob, and mss confirmed 
in hia gosernmtnr, upon condition that he fiiould 
pij the nabob Mtcr Jafficr, the fame rents or tri- 
bute, as he had paid to Ssrajih Dow hh ; w hat that 
WR«, his lordfhip did not tell, but he declared be 
was to Invc paid a certain jum, s hich might have 
b^.n increaled and decreafed upon varlpus circnm- 
ftmees That, v/iicn he took leave of Meer Jafiicr, 
hU dfpartme for tnglahd, he talked over with 
him the ftaiu m which he left tl e province. That 
, he always underftood, that Ramnarain reftnined in 
* the {>overc\ment of Patna, through the Enghlh 
^ proitifLion, n.uch againft the inclination of Meer 
J-lEsr j and that, if his eicellency had had any 
comphints to have made againO: him,, he would 
^certaml^ have made them to his lordlhip; but that 
none were mede. 

Mr.^Mac Gulce whslft he was chief at Pwtaa, 
had receued orders^for delivering up Ramnanin, 
which he would not' execute. IJis opinion them 
’*as, that Ramnaram fliould liave been fufpended 
' ' th^ 



ihe fsiMcer but b protected , he uncler- 

ilood In the term ditmifllng htm, tint his guards 
fhould bswulidro n, and xhai hu tliould beiotaUv 
fufpcndtd from all jniirfvrcncc in the gostrnment, 
nil his accounts flrouhl be fcitkd . and that when 
he was to be dirmilleJ, he was mforned that fo'cc 
if rcccIPiry, was to be ufed to prevent tl c nabob’s 
feizing him. 

Mr. {\Jao Guire m his correrponden'e with the 
governor and council, had adviA-d that Uamnaram 
Ihould be delivered over to the nabob’s court of 
jofticc, that he m ght be coirpelled to malee upilic 
accounts of the fircar , for, whilft he found the go- 
vetnor and council \ cic mediators v iih the nabob, 
not to dithonour him, hv 1 nc\ he could not be ob- 
iiged to compl) , and iir Icr this nieher the nabob 
cou! I not bring hmi to lullicc. Mr, Mac Cura 
Occhr.d, he did not mean to iubjtft 1 im to the va 
njus methods ufed by the nabob's court, to force 
a pe.*On by torture to fettle their accounts; a-'d 
when Kamnaratn Cime inro the kelbh, previou* 
to Jus b'inq d..}i. ertd over, he Ind bcluirs the ni* 
Ixib’sword, ifiv protcdlion of the 1 ngliOi , provi- 
ded he V ould f.'tle hts accour'^s v itli the govern 
ment. It appefei from Mr. M-'c GurcS evi- 
dence, th-Jt h. ha i received from Cothm all) Kaivn 
70,000 rupv.es, on ddivciing ihv leys of thcKclhh 
at I’atn, which vas a Ihort time, previous to the 
period \ihen Uamnainn v av lemov ed f om tlic go- 
vernment of I’ltna. lie rover rotif d in the enure 
of diTcflors the receipt of this prefent. 1 he coun- 
try having been m a flatc of var {r-r a confiders- 
ble time, previous to the dchvcnrg up of RarTTi- 
rain, the rents could not be regularly coIlcdUd un- 


dcr tlicfe ctrcurr.ftance'. . It had bscn ftlpulatcd by*’ 
tJle council, that Hamnarain fliouUi pny to the 
nabob of Bengal for the rent of Bahar, three lacks of 
rupees* a year ; that he lltouM pay .the tribute to 
the Ma'ratta’s, the Jaghirdars, and to keep up a 
Certain number of forces, all which might amount* 
,to forty lack of rupees a year. ' ^ 

The nabob did ifot admit that fuch .agreement 
had been made ; but if it had, Ramnarain could 
not tvant a fum fufficient to make his payments to 
the nabob. His manner of raifing money was by 
receiving prefents from dilTerent raiah’s to a large 
amount, without ever colle^ling the rents > regu- 
larly. Me. Mac Guire did not deliver over Ram- 
narain nil the igih of Auguft 1751, the very day 
he was difmifled from his office of chief at Patna, 
when he gave him to Mr. Hay under a guard of 
protection, «nd Rsmnaram compromifed matters 
with the nabob for 50 lack of rupees in, the begin- 
ning of September following. 

Though the terms on which' Ramnarain was to 
hold the government of Patna were not known, it 
is certain, fgme engagements were entered into by 
lord Clive, to fupporc him in the Kaibat. Thc'^ 
E.pghni proteftion was withdrawn from Ramns-^ 
rain, immediately after Mr. Mac Quire’s difmif-. 
mtffion from Patna, and upon his removal the mi- 
litary command was placed under the chief of the 
faftory, as was ufual when .the commanding offi- i 
• cer prefent was not above the rank of a captain, 
and the field officers >crc called away, that it 
might be fo on this occafion. There had been no 
diiputes betwixt the civil and military powers, pre-. 
vious to Mr, MacvGuire’s recal, which might ac- ' 
' , ' count 
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fcoOnt for It: Ramnaraia uas at lall put to 6e3{li 
by Coffim Ally Kawn, as v,cU as Rnja Bullub his 
competitor, and almoft every Gentoo in the pro- 
\inceof any rank or fortune, nioft of which fed 
were well difpufed to the Encllfh, and rich. Ac- 
cordin" to Mr. Vanfittart*s minute, the 20th July 
1761, Ramaarain was ftated to be highly culpable 
towards the nabob, and his conduft had put it out 
of the power of the ptefidenc and council to proteft’ 
him longer in lb /hamcful an injuflice ; but ic was 
faiil m his vindication, that the province of Bahar’ 
had been a feene of war and dciobi'on the whole 
preceding year,* fo that all refources from thence 
were cut off Indeed the jraloufics, the nabob 
Goffim Ally Kawn entertained of the compan)’s 
fervants. engnged him 10 make cxamplary pundli- 
menis of thole who fhould feek protection of them,’ 
in regard to, the feiztng, and putting to death Harris 
Choodey in the year 1762. He had been ore of 
the company’s concra^ing merclunis at CofHm- 
buzar fattor) , and had likcwife been employed as 
the company’s agent at the nabob’s court. At the' 
time he wasfcizcd, he wasm lorpe employment 
under Ccfllm Ally Kavn. When Mr. Vanfittart' 
made him nabob, he pcimittcd Mr. Mott, an 
iEnglifhman, to rciide at Muxadabad, as a banker, 
Choudry ct^plaintd that Mr. Motr, prefuming on 
the influence he had over the nabob, by Mr. Van- 
Cttart’s means, had feized a houfe and fome lind 
at Muxadabad, which belonged to him, and in 
confetjuence of Cboudiy oppofing by force this 
piece of mjuftice, Choudry was feized, and after 
lome confinement blown away from the mouth of 
a cannon. Mr. Vanfitiait did not ufc his influence 
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to favc him, deeming his execution a juft reward 
for his rebellion. 

'J'lie firft caufes of the war between Coflim Ally 
Kawn and. the company, might be traced from 
the publication'of the Mongbeer treaty ; as foon as 
it was promulgated, the nabob .Coflim Ally Kawn, 
f.mt orders to all his xemtnclars and officers to pte- 
jVent the Englilh from trading in fair, beetle-nuc 
and tobacco. - • ♦ ‘ 

, It appeared, that the nabob had given inftruc- 
tions to ftop the Englifliin their trade, all but his 
friends VanCittart, and Haftings ; - and that the 
.breach of Coflim Ally Kawn, arofe from his defire 
and intention of making himfelf totally indepen- . 
dene of the Englifii; though fome attributed it to 
the Inordinate defire of the company’s fe'rvants to 
carry on the trade of the country, without paying 
him his duties. Indeed, the iinglifii in general 
traded duty. free i and ptiot to the year 1757» in 
all articles, except fair, beetle-nut, tobacco, lalt- 
petre, and chuttofilk, which were all farmed our. 
Salt is an import at Bengal, being made at Maf- 
falapatam and in Perfia. The Engliffi> bsgjn ro 
trade in fall about the end of 1757', foon after 
which it became general, Coflim Ally Kann 
threatened to lay open the trade in Bengal duty- 
free; and if the order bad becjt put in execution, 
all nations would have been on the fame footing as 
the bagUffi. Coffim Ally Kawn was really deter- 
mined, from the beginning, to ftc himfelf out of 
ti e ryach of the Tnghfh po.ver, as expeclitioufty as 
pofiluic ; and it v.as natural he fnould do fo, 'ha- 
ving no ftfcuriiy for the EngliCa faith, being better 
l.cpt with him than his two p'cdeccliors. He 
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exprefied his refentment on ail occafions agataft 
fuch perfon's of the country as had any intercourle 
•with the company’s llrvants, fo that none ot' the 
ofHccrs of the government dared vific them in the 
familiar manner which had» been ufual fur three 
' years- pal^: he removed the feat of government 
from Muxadabad, which had been the metropolis 
of his predcceirors, and chiefly rcfidecl acMong- 
heer, which was at a confiderable diftance from 
the Enghlh fettlemcnt. In all ports of the coun- 
try, of Mongheer and Dacca particolarly, they 
were bufily employed in making arms for liiin. 
He dirmiHed molt of the troops employed by Mecr 
Jaffier,from a fufpicion of having an attachment to 
the Enghfh, and got a new fei of mogul olheers in 
his fervice, who brought new troops with them ' 
he raifedand difciplincd, a confiderable number of 
feapoys, and .coUcAed a large army at a great 
cxpence, which mull have been defigned to adk 
offenfively, as by the treaty with the Englifh, they 
were to lend him afiirtance in cafe his affairs re- 
quired it he endeavoured to cut off the commu- 
nication between the factory at Patna and the city, 
by (hutting up a gate contiguous to the fa^torVj 
and fenced the part of the city towards the river 
with a wall, to the great inconvenience of the 
company’s boats ; and this could only have been 
^done with hoftile intentions, as the vicinity of the 
factory, and the CngliJh troops therein, were the 
bsfl: defence he could have on that fide. In fine, 
the chit-fs of every faftary complained cf fuch 
opprcfllons and violations of the hngiilh rights, as 
indicated an abfolutc dclermination loijuarrel. 

Tbe xttnt accoTed lo be tbe princi- 

pal advifers in ihefc mtafures, as they feemed to 
' . uilh 
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wifh to have the Engljfh excirpatei from the court-* 
tr) , that the principal fharc of the commerce n ighf 
be ca-rjed oa through them One Coja G egorv 
was at the head of his armv, and hchadfeseral 
Armenians in the command of his Icapojs bat- 
talions 

The Englifli undoubtedi) had been guilty of 
glaring abofes in the articlc^of trade^ in open vio- 
lation of the treaties, and, indeed, the inland 
trade that was illegal, proved the foufee of the. dis- 
agreement with Coffim He naturally believed, 
that every gentleman who did not approve of the 
revolution, was hofltle to him, and from thence he 
V as charged of having been guilty of fcvcral in* 
ftances of difrefpect to the company’s lervants, 
becaulc he had rtfufed a vifit from Mr Ellis , an 
Eld geitral Carnac, before the commit- 
tee the houfe of commons /iad nner hejare 
heer ij'ind io the ch tf of a faPtr^ Had Mr Carnac 
been tpofe converfant with the difficulties of ob 
taming formerly an audienCe from the nabobs of 
Bengal, and the fubmiflion of the company’s le - 
varit!. when after repeated foltcications they wuc 
ad’-nitti;d to th^ir prefehce, he would not have pre- 
fume 1 to abufe the condefeenfion oflhe committee, 
appointed oy the houfe of commons, in calling 
indigK^ the refufal of a v ific from a fovereign to an 
obfeure memb r ofa m-rcantile fociety, which m 
England, any man denies to his equ'ils without be- 
ing called to account for hiS uncivil behaviour. 
It fc“ms as if every paltrv ‘chief of a dactory 
looked upon himfelf as a potentate , and the caft- 
ern princes rho granted them felilements, and 
VoL III afford- 
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atfordcd'thcm prot^ftiao, are now reduced to tne 
humiltation pf being intruded upon by ali ihofe 
little European upftarts, when it is the.r pleafure to 
jnfift upon an explanation, wuh fovereigns whom 
they hav'e levelled with their own. dais. Mr. 
Carnac?s ideas mad have been drangely altered 
ever fince he was a needy lieutenant m Abercorn's 
regiment, ^aniim mutalus abtik, 

. Mr. Ellis, indeed, as the general declared, muft 
have been of a very warm difpofition, to have 
fhewn fuch an implacable rcfentmcnt on this occa- 
lion. ^ , 

' General Carnac being farther examined, in re* 
gard to the military tranfaClions of that period, 
faid, tharon the iftof January, 1761, betook 
the command df the army, which lay encamped 
clofe to Patna, the capitpl of the province of Bahar, 
then in a moil diftraded Hate. The Shahzadda, 
who Ind m‘ his fcrvice monficur Law, with the 
lhattsred remains of his countrymen from Chandar- 
nagorc* was in Congat Kawn’s country, no more 
than fifty miles from Patpa, where the difaffedcd 
Knjas flocked to his ftandard, and every zemin- 
dar made a pretext of the troubles, to evade pay- 
ment of his Itipnlaicd revenue, fo that all rcfources 
from that province were at a (land. Moreover, 
the indolhin troops, who compofed part of the 
army, were gto^n outrageous from the changes 
of government, as they defpaired recovering the 
; jmmenfe arrears of pay due to them, by the depofcd 
mbob. The prote^bon afforded, by the Englilh 
to 'the Shahzadah otcafioned much difeontent and 
jealoufy'co the nabob Coffim Ally Kawn ; nor was 
the prince eafy on bis part, having been exceed- 
ingly 



I 3^7 ] 

ilarmed by an jnfurre£tion m his camp. He 
fufpcfted tins infurredtion to have bes'a fet on foot 
b) Coffim AllyKawn, and finding that neither 
the prclidenc) , nor the nabob,* were in i condi- 
tion to favour him, to the cxtuu of his\vi(h-s, he 
was foltcitou* to leave the iinglifh army ’ 

All pofiibility of accommodation from the cor^ 
Jinual f nes of difputes which had fublified between 
ihe Englifb and Coflim Ally Kawn, beng cut off 
by the inhuman murder of Mr. Amyatt, and the 
gentltfmen of liis family, and bis attendants, as 
th-y were returning under the faith of a fafe con- 
duft to Calcutta , a war was declared againft him 
the beginning of July 1763 1 refioration of 

Mecr Jaffier vns refolvcd on, and he was pro- 
claimed accordingly. 

Major Adams of I is majefty's S4ih r’giment, 
upon V horn tfie chief command of the army had 
■d-v oiled, after colonel Cootc, made Jus irsy 
through every oppofuion to the capital, and pofTtf- 
fed himfeU of it by dorm. 

After a campaign commenced and profecuted 
under the inconceivable bardlhips and difficultr^ 
which inei itably attend being in the fi“ld during 
the violence of the wet fcafon in Bengal, Coflim 
Ally Kawn was driven out of the provinces, and 
* fignahzed his flight b) the unparalleled and barba 
rous malTacre m cold blood, bf every L^glifl gen 
tlcman, cuil and nniitary (Mr Fullerton etcepted; 
and of a number of other p-rfinv, anounting in 
the whole to near 300, who had the misfortun'', 
mc^hstices cf -^r, co be hn pn/bnees 
In the progreCs of this wir, Coflim was finally ev 
pcllcd out of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar and 
, O ifla 



OrlfTa. On the fourth of July if/had been deter- 
mined by the board, to proclaim Meer Jaffier, na. 
bob, having the preceding day, received fome 
alarm on account of Mr. Amyaic and the Cofiim- 
buzar faftory, thougli no certain intelligence had 
been procured j tlie letter-carriers having been dri* 
ven from their refpedtive ftations, by order of 
Cofljm Ally Kawn. On the roth, they received 
jnte]ligcnce.«f the total defeat of the troops at Pat-* 
nai and a confirmation of the maflacre of Mr, 
Amyatr. On'rhe itth, the nabob Meer Jaffier, 
after having concluded the treaty with the goverr 
nor and council, left Calcutta to join the army, 
then advanced to Agurdcap. On the ipih, they 
came to an engagement with the enemy under the 
command of Mahomed 1 ucky Kawn, at Bullo- 
poia, Nvhenthey gained a ^complete Mdlory , \n 
confequence of which, the enemy abandoned Cut- 
wall, a fort on the conflux of the rivers of Coffim- 
buzar and Agar, On the zjd, thq army advanced 
toChuna Cftlly, andonthe ?4thin the morning, 
flurraed the crcm)’s invdlments at Mootejilf by 
which they gor poflelKon of Muxadabad, uuh a- 
bout 50 pieces of cannon of different caiilevies. On 
the 2d of Auguff, the army after crofling a nuPa 
or nvinein the face of the enemy, came to a ge- 
neral engagement with the whole of their troop*, 
in a plain remarkable for the former defeat of Sultan 
Sojah, called Gariah, The enemy had collecVcd 
their whole force, confining of twelve baualion^of 
Icayoys regularly difeiplintd, and 15000 hrrfe, 
with 17 pieces of cannon, mounted in the Pnglifh 
manner, being many of them taken from their jrr- ■ 
v: wwi vw.Wd fcy \-ya ?;,vy- 

ropear^ 
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Topcins After anobftmate difpUte of four Koyrs, 
m which ihe enemy broke a pirc of ihe Englifh 
troops, and had taken pofleffion of two pieces of 
their cannon tney attacked his majtrty’s bpth re- 
giment in front and rca-^ but the king md the 
company's forc'ts gained at laft a complete vidfory, 
the enfemy having abandoned all their cannon, to- 
gether vJiih 15a boats, loaden wuh gram and 
other rtores* On the i ith, the army advanced to 
Oiitahnulla, a fort which the enemy had fortified, 
being fKuatebet\«:cn the chain of h Us and the ri- 
ver , from the former to the latter, rhe) had thrown 
up an entrenchment, on which they had mounted 
100 pieces of cannon , after having amufed the 
enemy with their approaches and batteries on the 
bank of the river, where the Enghfh army made a 
falft attack , on the 5ih of September they made 
the real one, on the foot of the hill, in which after 
an obftinate refinance they fucceeded, and got 
pofi* flion of the whole of their c-innon,! having 
mide a \ery great daughter of the enemy, and 
taken about 1000 of thetr cavalry pnfoners ^ 
Cofiim had near 60,000 people n arms m that 
entrenchment, and the whole Enghih arm) did not 
amount to mu’-e than 3000 firelocks. About the 
cn I of S-pt*mbwr, they ndianced towards Mon- 
ghcer, \vhich having attacked r-guhrly, il ry made 
a prafttcable br'^ach, and the gjrrilon conhfimgof 
2000 fcapojs CA^culatcd , ll at place Colfim had 
• made his cnpiial, and had ftrcngihened as much as 
his time and circumftinces would admif. There 
they received 'iccoiints of the maiTMcre of the kng- 
lifh gentlemen andTb1di''r', ' ho were prtloners of 
fVa;. At Chibaud, when on march to Alonghcer, 

imjor 
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mnjor A(hms received a letter from Ccfllm Ally 
Kawn, llgnifying hij rcfbluilon to cut ofi* the Lng. * 
lin> gentlemen in his poflellion, in cafe the army 
fiiould advance further. 

It was ivhlle the arm) lay at Chabaud, that ihev 
>\erc infurmed that Ramnarain and K.'ijih Hullub 
were fent out in a boat fnrtn Monglicer, before 
Cofiim had left ir, to a little breach in the river,' 
in fight of the garrifon. vvhcrc they were put u 
death; and about the fame itinc ra]i(i» Futtafing, 
and nine more of Ramnaram^s relations, were Jik'.- 
wife put to death ; and on the advanceof the army 
towards Patna, they found the bodies of the two 
fefts buried in an apartment of a houfeat Bahar; ' 
thty Jiad been pur to death by Cufiim’s order, and 
expofid under a guard of feapoys, to btsfis and 
birlsot prey, that they might not be b*jmed, 
accor'ing to the rites of their religion i-bsing 
Gentoos. 

About the end of the month, they were advanced 
lo theenV/fons of patm, which place, afterafpl* 
rited defence, they midethemfclves mafters of, on 
the 6th of November by ftorm, the enemy having 
On the courfc of the ficce, got pofiVnion of one of 
their batteries, and blown up their magazine. Af- 
ter PJrna was nken, the enemy made no further 
(land. The army advanced about the end of De- 
cember to the banks of the'Caramnafla, the boun- 
dary of the province, at which time Coffim vith' 
the (battered remains of his army and his treafure, 
Were waiting ro complete the bridge of boats ovCr 
the Ganges, m order lo crofs over to Sujah Dow- 
lah’s countryi v.’hich he entered on the j-th of De- 
cembtT. kofinm Kawn’saitny was beiitt ap- 
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fointed and better difcipUned, than any Trfdiab ar- 
my v/as eycr before. The probabjiity - of fuccefs, 
muft have evidently appeared in favour of Cofiim, 
though the troops under major Adams, wcreall de- 
termined to a man/ either to conquer or die, there 
being no other refouroe. ' Cofiim Ally Kav/n had 
purchafed the greateft_ part of his field artillery 
clandeftinely of the b'liropeans 5 he had carriages 
made by his own people from Englilh models ? 
they were made with elCvaiirtg ferews, and in eve- 
ry refpeft as good, as the models/'^ ’ 

IVlcer Jaffier, fome time before’ his' death, had 
aflbciated in the government, hisfcLond fon Nud. 
jumul Dowlah, then about twenty years of age, 
and declared him his fucceffor. Upon the death 
of Meer Jaffier, which happened in tlte month of 
January 1 765; « Mr, .Middleton, then refident at 
t!\o durbar on the part of the company, was pre- 
fent at the ceVemony of placing Nudjumul Dowlah' 
on the mufnud, and gave and received the com- 
plimentary prefents on that occafioo. , , 

* The governor^ and council fenc a deputation, 
confining nf four gentlemen of the council, to the 
nabjb* who concluded a treaty with him. As 
Nudjumul Dowlah V/as to be fupporled in his go- 
vernment by the company, they ftipuhted fuch 
conditionsas were convenient to their affairsl Fron> 
the lime, the barrier between the country govern- 
ment and the company had been broke down, 
contefis for power hid arifen between them, till in 
1763, when the Engltflj affairs were brought into a 
mdlt critical btuation'by the war vnili Collim Ally 
Kawn. In the new treaty, therefore, wlthjaffier 
Ally Kawn, in 1763, it had been ftipulatcd, that 
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hi ihould not maintain above le'jooo Korfe,' and 
13,000 foot. T^us deprived of power to bc^ 
come formidable to the Englifli, he had no mi'* 
litary force that could add ilrength to the army 
during the wars with Sujah Dowlah, tvhich for 
jbmetime wore fo ferious an afpeft, as to oblige 
the fervants of the company to augment thejr 
forces, which, together with the great diftance of 
the feene of adtion, increafed the military ex- 
pences beyond the extents of the company’s funds 
in Bengal. This was reprefented to the nabob 
in Odtober 1764, and he was with difficulty pre- 
vailed on to contribute five lacks -of rupees pef 
month, towards the expence of the army, fo long 
os the war with Sujah Dowlah ffiouJd laft. The 
little afliftance that, bad been received from any 
forces that had becn-kcpt*up by the’ nabob, con- 
vinced the council, that the entire defence of rhs 
provinces mult henceforth reft upon' the Enghlh 
army.. It was therefore thought wife and prudeW^ 
to difeharge the nabob from the expenccs of keep- 
ing up any military force, but luch as fhouId,Be 
necelTary for the parade and dignity of govern- 
ment ^ ihe diftributing of jufticc, and the bufinefs 
of'thc colledlions ; and in order to indemnify the 
company for the increafed burthen of their expen- 
ces, it was rcfolved to propofc to the nabob, that 
the temporary alignment of five lacks of rupees 
per month, fhould be converted into a perpetuity, 
fo long as the exigencies of the company's affairs 
fhould require it, or there was a nccefficy for keep- 
ing upfo large a force for the defence of the pro- 
vinces. 

ThU 
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This Was in faft, the lafi- ftroke of policy, which 
lodged all the military power inherent to the nabob/ 
into the company. '1 hey had fcduced the 
ber of his troops ; then forced him to pay an annu- 
al fubfidy for the fupportof their .addiuonal forces, 
and concluded, by depriving the nabob of a {land- 
ing army, and impofing upon him a perpetual tri- 
bute, towards the cxpence of the company’s new 
(levies to enflave him. The cftablifhed income of 
the company at this period, was about 1,400,000 
pounds^’flerling, per annum, including the five 
lacks per month, and exclufive of Gofliporc, which 
had bren ceded to the company by tht. king, and 
had yielded to the company nor 230,000). per 
annum. 'I he military expcnces, including the charge 
of fortifications, amounted to about >,100, 000b per 
annum : civil expences of (ettlements to .about 
aoo.oool. per annum j fo that there would h?ve re-* 
mamed a dear income to the company of about 
350,000). to be employed mthe purchafe of inveft-' 
.inents, exclufive of the profits arifing from the 
ftles of goods imported from burope. Such was 
the fituatio.n of the company in point of income, in 
April 1765; and repcarcdlv as the diredlors had 
enjoined their fervants not to extend chetr territo- 
lial objeiSs, the council thought the Convening 
the temporary aflignment of five lacks into a per- 
petuity, w'as the moft eligible mode of afeertaining 
to the company proper relburces for their prodigi- 
ous military dilburfemcnts ; and it has appeared 
fince, that the immenft expences they have been 
at for maintaining formidable ‘armies, were incur- 
sedtWWi. ■cciVy -ivJenA provinces, but to make 
new conquefts, and nevit encroachments. They 
- VoL. in. Rx tried 
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Iritd to pcrfuidc nabob that he A\a5 left in a (i- 
luauon as dcfirab'.e as any of his prcdcccfiurs. 

'1 he old nabob 'had been lb nvetted to Nund- 
comcr, a man of very bad character, that the v\l vie 
an’';irs of governnienr had been conimitttd to liim 
without any controul : he had once been convidt.d 
before the board of alhlting 'the enemies of the 
company in their dtfipns on Ucngal ; and though 
very ftroncly fufpcftulof carrying on a treache- 
rous corrtJpondcncc with our enemies, during the 
w ar with Sujah Dow lah ; jtt the nabob, noiwith- 
" Handing the icmontlranccs of the board, continued 
to fupport him in the piemtude of power. 'Ihc 
enure of dirediors ordered he fiioulJ not be em- 
ployed in any ofiicc of iruH, which touclhcr with 
the opinion the board had formed of his charaftet, 
brouglit them to the refolmion of having him re- 
moved from fo abfoluica fway j confentir g» howe- 
ter, if the nabob ihoidd iofjft upon it, to have 
liim in any Iterative oflice, with fuch cJiechs as 
Hiould prevent mlfclncfs to the public. 'I lie board 
therefore c.'imc to the refolution of recommending 
Mahomed Reza Kawn, being the fiterft man for 
• their purpofe. '1 he immediate collcftion of therc- 
1 eniies was to be under Roy Dulub, and others de- 
\oted fo liie compiny, who w'ere Ixcomc fo intcr- 
tded in the bufinefs of thecolUiftions, that they af- 
iumed a right of rtmbnllratmg, i.hen people who 
did not concur Into their mcafurcs, \.ere cm- 
- ployed. 

The’annual fall of rupc« had been coofidcrcd ?s 
a very gieat grievance to that country : it w 2 s 
therefore made a Rtpulation in the treaty with Nu- 
jum zcl Dow'Iah, that he would make jointly v/ith 
\ the 
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the board, prop'^r regulations for removing fo great 
a grievance. The company’sdtputies, as was ex- 
peded, met with great oppoficion from Nund co 
mer, an artful and ambitious man , v hofe ovv n povs cr 
I as to be fo greatly leFencd by the nev/ treaty, pro- 
pofed to the nabob The chief objection thit the 
nabob made, was, to the nomination of Mahomed 
KczaKawn, of whom Nundccnier hid infufcd to 
his nutter fo great a dcgr<*f* of jealoulv, th t tlic 
deputies found the nabob ftrdngl) prepofTcfied with 
an idea, that the council meant to place Mahomed 
Reza Kawn on themifnud The deputies having 
given him folemn afiurances, that there v/as nofuch 
defign, the young nabob was at laH: convinced. 
They v/ere particularly earned to have the taaty 
executed, as they learned that Nud)um al Dowlah, 
b) 'advice of Nundcomer, had applied for funnuds 
from the hmg, mtwndng to take polTeffion of the 
provinces by v irru- thtreo'*, prev ous to any Ibpu- 
iation with the company ; and, on the very day for 
fcating Nuijum al Dowlah on 'lemifnua, under 
the mlluence of the company, he fent word that 
the funauds were arrived, and it was with fome 
difhculty ho was prevailed upon to poftpone the 
public receipt of them The board niti expreffed 
an oDinion, that if funnuds were necefl^rj, th'"v 
fiiould be obtained only through the mflucnce of 
the company, and were dilpicaf d tint Nundco- 
mer had applied for them without thuir concur- 
rence. 

1 he new treaty hsvmg b-en executed, and Ma- 
homed Reza Kawn having be n received by the 
nabob as Ins mmiilcr, the deputies proftcut-d the 
other object of their comn ilBon, which was to ob 
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Jfiin fuch a knowledge of the revenues, as migfif 
friable the board to give their fintimcnts to tha 
pabob on the allotTrems necefiaty to be trade in 
the colledtions. To this Nondcomcr gave the ut- 
jnofl oppofition, as an enquiry into tiic revenues 
was furc to difcover any nnfmanagement of hh. 
The fubfeqUeni orders of the boaia, with lefptft 
to Nundconaer, gave the nabob great ofiln^,e. Mr. 
George Vanfittart had brought down from Patna 
fome ftrong prefumptivc evidence, of his having 
carried on a treacherous cqriefpondcnce with the c- 
nemies of the company, during the war with Suiah 
Dottlah} upon which, the council pofitively dt* 
rented, that Nundcomer fttpuld be ient down to 
Calcutta, to aofwcT the chaTge. The ocbob ’Aas 
very unttilling to part with Nundcomer, but the 
'board perfiftlng in thetr order, -he was fent down to 
Calcutta, > 

It Stas ssithextreme concern, Mt. Vanfittart and 
his council were driven to the necefilty of allow- 
ing the forces of the company to pafs the bounda- 
ries of the Bengal provinces, as the court of di- 
rectors had frequently cjtprefled a wifii, that their 
fervants would not extend their territorial ohjefts. 
The unprovoked invafion of Sujah Dowlah com- 
pelled them to deviate from that line. 1 he battle 
of Buxarput the Englifti forces immediately in pof- 
feffion of the county of Gaflipore ; and as it was 
impracticable for the governor and council, after 
that evenr, to withdraw their forces back to their 
provinces, th'-y rcfolvcd to afk the king for fun- 
nuds for that province, as an aid tovtards defray- 
txptTicn tif tVic army. 


When ' 
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\Vhen the treaty with Nudjumul Dowlah was 
concluded, lord Clive was expected to come with 
extraordinary powers; but, it was ImpofTtble for 
the council who were there, to have left thelucccf- 
fion to the mufnud folong in fufpencs, as^to have 
waited his arrival. It would have been equally 
improper to have allowed the young nabob to exer- 
cife the powers of government without en'tering 
into ftipuUtions with him on behalf of the com- 
pany ; befides, that ihe'leaving of an event of that 
imponance to the country -undetermined, would, 
probably, have created much mifchlef and confu- 
lion with refpeft to the colleftions, and every other 
object of ftate, and no member of the board pro- 
’ pofed to wait tilUord Clive’s arrival. 

But to return to Nundcomer, he was confined 
immediately upon his arrival at Calcutta, and , was 
not permitted to leave his houfe without permifiion 
from ihe governor. A moft glaring Injuftice, as 
the board had no right' whatfoever to fend for him* 
to Calcutta, nor was he obliged to anfwer the 
charges they had brought againft him for mifeon- 
dudt in his office as miniftcr to rh'e nabob. Had 
the accufation been proved or nor, the board had 
no power to compel Nundcomer tofubmlt to their 
jurlffiiftion, though he might not perhaps have 
difputed it. It was not* till (bme months after his 
arrival at Calcutta that be was examined by the 
hoard. 

The opinion of the court of direftors upon the 
conduct of the company’s fervantc, m the courfe , 
0l the war againTt Cofiim Ally Kawn, did not co- 
incidewith the demand that had beert made of the 
Gaffipore country, and the inuntion of conquering 
- f-ojah 



\ 318 J 

Sujah Dowlah’s dominions for the lung. They 
required them to adopt fbmefyften’i, which might 
clearly mark out the barriers of the country go- 
vernment, and the company's territories; and 
ordering the Ihidtcft enquiry to be made, whether 
any contribution had been exafted by ,the fervants 
from the nabob Nudjuniul Dowlah on his accef- 
fion to the fubahfhip. 

‘ It feems that the annual amount of the nabob of 
Bengal’s revenues, after payment of the fum ftipu- 
lated by treaty, w.is about two millions fterling. 

In the CQurfe of the examination before rhe com- 
mittee appointed by the houfc of commons, men- 
tion was made of prefents, to the ferrants of the 
company, and leaving purfued their inquiries 
thereupon, they gave the houfe a fummary and 
comprehenfive view of the whole they had hitherto 
difeovered upon an objedt db' important, and 
thought proper to add the following fcheduie. 

Account of fuch fums as have been proved or ac- 
knowledged before the feleft committee appoint- 
ed by the houfe of commons, to have been dif- 
trlbutcd by the ptincesand other natives of Ben- 
gal, from the year 1757 to the year 1766, both 
inclufive ; diflmguiftiing the principal times of 
the faid dilbibutions, and fpecifying the fums 
received by each pcrlbn refpedtivcly. 

Revolution in favour of Mcer Jafficr in 1757. 

Mr. Drake, (governor.) £. 31,500 
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Colonel Clive as fccond in tlie feledl com- 
mittee - * - 

Ditto, as commander in chief • - ■> 

Ditto, as a private donation - £. 234,000 

Roy Duiip, who had the principal ' 
management in the dlftnbution of the 
treafury of the murdered nabob Serajah 
Dowbh, received upon the acceflion of 
Jaffier Ally Kawn as a prefent from co- 
lonel Clive, one lack, 25,000 rupees, 
being five per cent on 25 lack ‘ 

Mr. Watts, as a member of the com- 


mittee, 240,000 rupees 
Ditto as a private-donation 
Major Kilpacrtck 
Ditto as a private donation 
Mr. Manmgham - - - 

Mr. Bccher ... 

Six members of council, one'lack each 

Mr.WalOi ‘ - 

Mr. Scrafton 

Mr. Luihington 

Captain Grant - ' - 

Stipulation to the navy and army - 


800,000 
^7, coo 

s7,c:o 
6S.2CO 
; 6 ,tso- 


rr,250 


/■-r.:6r,075 


Lord Clive’s jaghire was Iikewi3 
period. 

Revolution in favourer CceE 
Mr. Sumner 
Mr. Holviell 
Mr. McGuire . - 


it this 
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Brought forv 

vard 

79.5^2 

Mr, Smith - - - 


^5>354 

Major York 

* 

15.354 

General Callad 


12,916 

Mr. Vanfittart, 1762* received five lacks 

5S>333 

Mr. Me. Guirc 5000 gold mohurs 

- 

^>75° 


c 

200,262 


Revolution in favour of Jafficr, 17^3* 


Stipulation to the army 

- 291,666 

Ditto to the navy 

i 45 >S 33 


£■ + 37 >« 9 , 

Major Munro in 1764, received from 

- — — ' 

BuUvanifiog 

10,000' 

It appears colonel Munro accepted 
from the king a iaehireof which he 

delivered to the nabob. Mccr. Jafficr 

, 

as mentioned before 

12,500 

Ditto from the nabob 

2,000 

The officers belonging to major Mun- 

ro s family from auto 

3)000. 

The army received from the mer- 

chants at Banaras 

46,666 

' 

£.'62,666 


Nujum 
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■ ,flujuni al'DowUh*sacceflion, 17^5. ■' . 

■Mr-Spencer"- - ' ' 'C;^ 3'333 

-Mcfirs'.' Playdeli; -Bur^ett'-abd Gray, ' ‘ - ' 

onelackeach - ■ - 

'’Mr.-Johnllone' ' • “ ** . - . 27,650 

.Mr. Leiceflcr * i 3 >*^ 5 ' 
Mr. Senior - ■ - . 20,125 

;^Mr.-Middletori^ ^ J. • •- ;.''i4,29i 

-Mr; Gideon Johnftone • • * . 5»S33' 

. T ' -- ‘''i C- I 39 '> 357 - 

'^General Cafnac received frorn- 3 ul^ : 

wantfmg; in 1765 •' • '['‘ 9 * 333 '. 

•Ditto front the king _ • .? 3»333 

Lord Clive received. froM the bcguirt '■ 

' .101766.' 

Refiltution, Jaffier J757» ... v 

Eaft India company , ■ r ' i,200',oo6 

'Europeans . *•'* ; m ■. 6oo‘,ooo 

Natives - t/ .• / . , ,25o>ooo 

‘Armenians ' - j. \o 6 fOoo 

■ ' - ‘ £;'2jt 50i000 , 

• • Cofliin, 1760. ' •“ 

Eaft Iridia company '■ - . \;£. 62,500 . 

- - VoL. III. ' Sf JalrL-r 
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Jaffier, 1765. 

Eaft India company « - 375,000 

Europeans, natives, &c. - 600,000 




Peace with Sujah Dowlah. 


Eaft India company 


t 583,333 


Total of prefents 
Reftilution, &c 


2,165,665 

3.770.S33 


Total amount, exolufive of lord Clive’s ) 

jaghire. . . 5,940,498 


That rupees are valued according to the rate of 
riods of 'he company's bills at aiflerent pc- 


The committee next dated to the houfc their in- 
quiries into the_tranla<aions of thecompani’s fer 

ynts, rrlative to the affairs in Bengal, from the 
Oate of lord Clive’s government in tl e rear 1764, 
and they found that on the fecond of May of that 
rear lord Clive then in England, was fworn in 
prefident and governor of Bengal, and corrmander 
in chief of the forces there, ard that Meffieurs 
Sumner and Sykes, then alfo in England, v etc 
appointed counfellors at that preddency,- ife former 
to fuccecd to that government. And the commit- 
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tee further found, that lord Clive, Mr. Sumner,^ 
general Camac, Mr. Vctclftand Mr. Sykes, were 
appointed a felefl: committei., by a letter of the 
court of diredlors, dated the firlt of June 1764. 
Cord Otvc, Mr. Sumner, and Mr. Sykes failed 
from England for India the 4th of June 1764, and 
arri\ed at Madrafs the fecond of April i'] 6 $ ; and 
the committee being informed that lord Clive, in' 
conlequenceof ihe‘intelligt.nco he received at Ma- 
drafs, of the fituation of the company’s affairs m Ben- 
gal, had wrote fiom thence two letters of matcrhl 
cOpfequence ; ‘which did *001 ftand upon the com- 
pany’s records, the one to Mr. Rous, the other to 
‘Mr.WaKh, and partly in cypher^ they proceeded 
to inquire into thit tranfadiion , and for that pur- 
pofe they examined Peter Michtl, Efq, who being 
afked if he knew of any letter written in cypher 
from lord Clive to Mr. Wallh in 1765. He faid, 
he had fuch a letter j thatit was dated the 17th of 
April, andjwas delivered to him by Mr. Jam&s, 
tfie lite fccretary, as an ofiicial paper. That the 
original letter appeared to have been put into Mr. 
James's hands by Mr. Rous, about the igih of 
March 1766, part of it being m cypher, in order 
to be decyphered, the key of the cypher bring in 
pofTcfTion ofMr, James,''Whom a day or two atter- 
wards delivered it to the witnefs, that he might 
decypher it j which being done, he returned it, to- 
gether with the decy phered copy to Mr. JameSyby 
whofe direction he afterwards made another copy 
of It, which he alfo delivered to Mr. James , upon 
his quitting the office , it again cam.c into the pof- 
feflion of the witnefs being nHxcd whether any 
Qf ihe direftors, except ihe^niembers of the fecrec 
- qom-^ 
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pomtnittee, at that timetnew of anj' thing of that 
letter ^ he faid, he believed not , and that h“ did 
not 1 now what become of the original letter and 
two letters were produced, that to Mr* Rous, con 
taming various intelligence and opinions of lord 
Clive, refpe^ing the affairs of Bengal , that to 
Mr. containing ditc&sons to his lordlhips 
attornies, to make puichafcs in India flotk and 
the following is an exa^ copy of part of the faid 
Jctters^ 


Madrgsj April ty, 17^S* 
To Thomas R,<3us, Efq, ' 

Dear Sir, 

<* We arrived at this place the loth mftantjanl 
fhall proceed to Ben^I next Saturday. The prince 
of Wales kept us company the greatcfl; part of the 
•way to Ceylon, and is, by this time, 1 hope, at 
her deftined port, allwell I muft enter uith yoq 
into the politics of India. The particulars of oir 
late fuccefs and now very fioutiihing condition ot 
the company’s affairs m Indoftan, you well ha\G 
been informed at large, before this reaches you f 
fball therefore only trouble you wuh my fentimcnt*, 
m -aonfcqucnce of ihcfe fucccffcs, and trud to 
your CO operating with me in carrying intocxccu* 
tion, and in eflablifhing upon the molt folid bads, 
fuch parts of piy plan, as appear capable of anfwer- 
log, thatwc hare both fo difintercftedly at heart, 
jhe company’s honour and profpenty. 
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; We have’at h(l,ramved at that critical period 
which I haVc long forefeen ; I' mean, that period 
which renders it necefiary for us to determine,’ 
\Yhether we can, or fhall lakethe whole to ourfelvcs, 
Jaffier.Ally Kawn is dead, and lus natural fon is a' 
minor ; but 1 know not whether he is yet declared 
fuccefibr. « Sujali Dowlah Is bear from his domi- 
nions; we are in pofTcffion of it, and it is fcarcely 
hyperbole^ to fay^ to-morrow, the whole 'Mogub 
empire IS in our power. The inhabitants of ihc' 
country, we know, by long experience, have no 
attachment to any obligation ; their forces are nei- 
ther difciplined, commanded,! nor paid, as ours 
are. Can it then be doubted, that a large army of 
Europeans will effedtually preferve us fovereigns,' 
not only holding m awe die attempts of any coun- 
try prince, but by rendering us fo’ truly formida- 
ble, that no French, Duich^ or other enemy will 
prefume to moleft us.. You will, I am furcima'- 
gine with me, that after the length xte have run,^ 
the prjnces of Indoftan muft conclude our views 
be boundlefs ; they have fecn fuch infiances of oud 
ambition, that they rannoLluppofc us ^capable of 
moderation.,. ^The very 'nabobs u horn we mighc 
^fupporr, nsould 'be either covetous of our poffeih- 
ons, or, jealous of our powers. “Ambition, .fear; 
avarice, would be daily watching to deftroy us ; a’ 
victory wouldibs but a temporary relief to us,. fox' 
the dethroning of the firft nabob, would hi fol- 
lowed by the fecting up of another j w'ho,from th6 
fame principles, would w'hcn his treafure-admlttecl 
of his keeping up' aaatmy, purfue the yery path 
ofhispredeceSbr. \Vcmuft, indeed, become na- 
,i>obs ourfelves in fafl:, if not in name, perhaps 

totally 
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t6tatly Co without difguife , buc, on this fubjed 1 
cannot be t.erpiinuniillmy arrival in Bengal. Let 
u?, ani v.ithout delav, complete our three Euro 
pean regim-ncs to looo men each, Cuch an 
army, together sMth 500 light cavalrs , three or 
fbu- companies of artillery, and the forces of the 
country will cttiainly render us im inciblc. In 
llurr, if richer nnd lecurity are the oojeds of the 
company, this is the method, the only mcthoif, 
now for fecunng them Our troop, you w ill hear, 
are at this time abotc half way to Debli, a march 
1 highly diCipprote of, I mean ablolutely to 
bound our pofieHions and conquefts to Bengal 
Never (hall the going to Dehli be a plin adopted 
by me, if poffible to be 'ivoided, and you may 
depend upon my putting a (lop to it , nor fhould I 
even hate thojghcof going fuch lengths, if others 
had not rendered tt necelTary I could have wi/hcd 
that our operations had been carried on upon a 
plan of more moderation, and that we had not been 
obliged to maintain any other military force, than 
what might be fufTicient to preferv c and purfuc our 
Commercial advantages, bur, fince our vufus are 
extended, and fince commerce alone is ‘•not the 
whole of the company’s fupport, we mufl: go for 
ward, to retraft js impoflible One u ord more' ; in» 
creafe our array to the eftablifhment nbove men- 
tioned 20,000 fmall arms, uith gun pouder 
fuffictent, and remember that the light cavalry are 
mpft nccciLry, The cfiabhlhmcnt for Madrafs is 
lufficient, no addition is winted there , but Ben- 
gal requires your attention, &c.” 

To avoid repetition, we fliall omit the hft part 
of the Ictfer relative to the civil department ' 

(Copj ) 
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. “ Pear \yallb. Madrafs, April 17; 1755. 

Memorandum ; tTiofe parts in cyplier are did'm- 
gul^htid ihxis •• “ 1 have defired Mr. Uous to fur- 
nilli }ou wirh a copy of my letter to him. of this 
day’s dace j likewile with the cypher, that you may. 
be enabled to uriderlland whatfoUows, What- 
** ever money I have in the public fund«, or any 
where elfe, and as much can be borrowed in 
“ my name. 1 defire may be without lofs of a mi- 
“ nute' inverted in Eall India rtock. You will 
** fpeak to ' my atiornieS'On this point ; let them 
know I am anxious to have my money <b dif* 
“ pofed of,’*and prefs them to prefs the alfair as 
“ much as portible, See.** , ' 

Mr. Dudley, wlio was deputy chairman of the 
Eai^ India company at the, time lord Chve’s letter 
to Mr. Walfh arrived in England, informed the 
committee, appointed by the houfc of commons, 
that onjy Mertveurs Rous, Boulton, and hlmfclf 
W’erc prefenr when it was read, and the court of 
direiSors were not acquainted with the contents of 
it, as the three genrlenien mentioned did not com- 
municate ihe intelligence, that, lord Clive had 
given orders to lay out all his money in 'the India 
ttotk, to the proprietors, not the court of, direc- 
tors, The purport^of the letter to Mr. WaKh was 
never laid before the whole fecret committee of the 
Eartr-Ir'dia company,; the letter to Mr. Rous was 
readio thecourtjdbdirc^tors, except, the laft para- 
graph, which" mentioned that there was a letter to 
" * ' Mr. 
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Mr AValdi indeed, they iiad no po\\er to fup* 
prefs any part of a le tec on the publ c lervice 

Lord Clue being examined by the committee, 
V.SS aiked whether it was his mienuon that his let- 
ter to Mr Rous, in c)phcr of the 17th of April 
1765, (ho\i\d be kept a fcaet , he {aid, he meant 
that Mr Walfh Ihouldnoc duulgc the contents 
his, becaufe itwas of apolitical nature. Thfirea 
fonswhy he repofedfucha confidence in this agent 
are very obvioue, as Mr AValfh was not m any 
public iiiuation whatever, refpefting rhe Eaft India 
compan), hut his lordflitp’s trufty friend, to whom 
he communicated all his domeftic concernj Lord 
Clive faid, that Mr. WalQi had formerly been a 
fervant of the company’s abroad for nrariy rears, 
and from the resolution of Plaficy, till a confidera 
ble time afterwards, was his fecretar), and «as in 
trufted with all the political tranladtions during the 
time that his lotdfhip had the cotnmand of the ar- 
my, and likevrife part of the time of his govern- 
ment in Bengal. 

In order to vilify Mr Vanfittart’s adminiftraiion, 
lord Clwc declared, {that he was informed of the 
company’s fervants canning on the trade in fait 
at firft duty free, and afierwards, on paying two 
and a half percent was all contrary to the com 
pany’s orders , mat he was fure, when Mr Van 
fittart had eftabliJhed agreement with Colfini/ 
the duty of nine per cent, the majority of the 
council denied Mr Vanfittari’s authority, and in- 
filled upon their right to trade doty free, by virtue 
of the royal firmaun , at the fame time, that they 
infilled that Coflim Ally Kawn flioold not fuffer 
hisoavn trade duty free. He mentioned 
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thecomphmts of the inhabitints that the company’s 
fervants, and the agents afting under them, had 
engrofTed and monopolifed the whole trade of the 
country , and his lordfhtp being requeued to fpe- 
cif) any particular complaint, declined it In- 
deed, lord Cht.e, whofe government \|Vas dtfamed 
bj the moll notorious, and tbe mod opp''efli\e, 
monopolies, ihould have been filent upon Mr. 
Vanfittart’s conduft in this rei^iefl. He arraigned 
the condua of the^ fame gentleman m regard to 
the treaty which he rpade Sit Mongheer, agreeing 
to pay nine per cent, and commended the coun- 
cil for having refufed to conform to it, becaufc 
It was improper va his lordibip’s opitiion, and 
they ought to have paid a great deal more , net* 
thtr did his lordlhip think Mr, Vanfictart was au- 
thorifcd to conclude a treaty without laj ing it be- 
fore the council , and that general Carnac, Mr. 
Verclft, and Mr. Cartier, gave jt as their opi- 
nion, that the company’s ferv ants had a,nght^to 
trade dut) -free by^ the royal ^rmaun, and, -with 
Vefpeft to the duty of nine per cent, the nobj? 
lord declared, he had no right to conclude fuch^ 
treaty with the nabob, and that he conGdered the 
inhabitants of Bengal as fubjefts' to the nabob, 
becaufe thelnogul^ power was annihilated. His 
loidOup denied having formed a refoldtion atMa- 
drafs to feize the dewannee, difmifled part of the 
company’s ferVants, and to call fomc of the femor 
fervants from the other fettlcmcnts to up iliwtr 
places, upon his arrival at Bengal. ^ 

Mr. Wilfli informed ihe committee, that he w a? 
one of lord Clive’s auorney^ \\h-n he was abroad, 
and being alktd vjhat quantity of India Bock he 
VoL, III, Tt purchafed 
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■puichafed for btd Clive, in confequence of the let-* 
ter in cj'phcr from Madrafs to him, April' j 7, 1765. 
l- 3 e faid, that lord Clive’s attornies did not buy for 
him above ia,oool. principal ftoiU, 1n the inter- 
val bcuvecn the time that he ipceived his lottilhip’s 
letter, and the arrival of the packet, which brought 
public advices from lord-CHye, then at Bengal, 
relative to opr being in polTefiion of the dewannee ; 
that it was fold our, and difpofed of to,complctc a 
purchafeof land that lord Clive had made.* That 
a great part of lord Cliv 4 *s faid ftock was bought at 
165].. that after the arrival 'of the packet, fomc 
ftock w’as bought for lord Clive at 175!; and fomc 
at 175!. and that India ftock remained'af rpol* 
three or four months afterwards and* being alked 
the amount-of the other purchafes made for lord 
Clive ? he faid, That after the arrival of the pub: 
lie advices, there was bought on the atftof April 
33,000!. at 175!. -and 5000I. at lypU on the 
'9th of May, being the whole that was bought fot 
lord Clive when ho was ’abroad : and he added, 
that lord Clive’s letter to him,* \\ as delivered to him 
by lady Clive, at the fame time that Mr. Rous re- 
ceived his letter, they being both .at her ladylhip’? 
houfe. That Mr. Rous andsthe wiine{s*wcnt to 
the India-houfe together,, to havciiheit letters de- 
cyphered: ihat^as it was Sunday, neither the chair- 
man nor deputy-chairman, were there, -.without 
whofe orders the letters could not be decyphered'; 
that he therefore left bisjelter w uh Mr. .Rous till he 
could obtain that, permiffion.-iand , went the next 
day to the India 'hoofe and received from the 
Chairman, the contents of his letter decyphered; bs- 
.ingalkcd if he could cnumcnitB any of ihofe pei|bos 
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rmde pufcliafes of India flocl:, in confe- 
qycnce of the good opinion he had declared con- 
ccrnino' it, as mentioned in the former part of his 
evidence, he faid he could not. ^hat from the no- 
mination of lord Clive to go abroad, the witnefsen- 
tertaitied hopes that great advantage would enfue 
to the company, and was in confequcnce'a large' 
Hock holder on himfelf, that, he therefore probably 
fpoke of the advantageous fituation of the company,' 
before the receipt of» lord Clivers letter ^ that he 
judged afterwards by the clircdlion from lord Clive 
to purrhafe ftock for him, that it was a beneficial 
thing, and being afked^how many attomies-lord 
Clive had at that time, he laid five, to all of whom.^ 
an extract of*fuch part of the above-mentioned let- 
ter, as related to the purchafe of the Eaft India 
ftock v,as communicated. ' 

The committee found that lord Clive, Meflieurs 
Sumner and Sykes, arrived at Calcutta on the 3d 
of May 1765, 'and took their feats at the council 
ort the gtn. That on the yth" they alTcmbled'^as 
members of ’the feleft committee, -alTiiming the 
whole power'of the fciilcment, civil and militaryv 
and 'that they adminiftered to themfelVes and their 
Iccretaries, an oath of fecrecy*; that they acquaint- 
ed general Carnac and Mr, Verclft, the other 
members of the committee, named by the court of 
dire< 5 tors with thofe determinanbos, and acquired 
the immediate attendance ofMr. yerelft, then chief 
at Chattigong’; general Carnac being at that time 
at the head of the army In the province of Oude.‘ 
•That lord CUve opened the committee, by aUetter 
containing the full declaration ofhis lordlhip's own 
intentions, venturing to aflert that anarchy, confu- 
^ ' lion 
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lion, an almoJl general cornjption has diCgfaretl'' 
Mr. .Vanfitart’s government, and that the crujesi 
lituation of the company; tvhich Mas on the con- 
trary moffc fiourifhmg, as his lordlhlp ' Iiimfelf had 
acknowledged in his letter to Mr. Rous,' rendered^' 
abtblutely mdifpenfible, for the fpeedy fettling off 
thetr affairs, that the power fhould be verted im 
the handsof a few. As the felcfl committee «as 
at his lordlhip’s command, 4t was natural for the 
noble prefident to wtlb the etclufion of part of the 
council^ m regard to the mcafures he was refolved 
tb purfue* r . > ' ' , " " . 

Thcfirffrefolves of the commiftee were,’t5 re-call 
free merchants refidingup the countr/, with an or- 
der t<5 the chiefs of the fevcral fubordmatc ft^orics 
to convey in.fafety to Calcutta, all who Ihould rc- 
fufe to comply vitlLtbismeafure, with an injunftP 
on to trinfmic acchrate lifts of all Europeans ' roc 
immediately "in jhe company’s fcrvice, who refidetf 
in ombout theic ierpefl:i« diftridhs. * / '' 

. Flis excellency the nabob'having, imraedla'tcly' 
on his arrival at Calcutta, tand previous to'any^ 
enquiries into his ditoation, dcU\ ered a letter to 
the noble prefident, aildrerted to his lordlhip and 
the gentlemeh’of the fccrct committee.. Atranf- 
lation of the* above letter was read : according 
to the fails advanced m this letter; thfc committee’’ 
Mere of opinion,' that Mahomed' Reza Kawnp 
fmeethe dc.vrh of the Jatenabob* had diftributcd' 
among dertrm pcrfuns near twent} Jacks of rupees- 
This t»*racu/d'rcommutcc declared, that it was 
incumbent upon them. to difcovcr to uhoni fiich 
Jums had been paid, and for what -confiderarior, 
in order tkut ^thc moft cileftual mcafures be pun 
i lutd 
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fucd to remedy for the prdent, rfnd to prevent for'_ 
the future, -any 'dingerons'confcqxicnces ^vhiclr '' 
may have drifen, or winch may aiife, -not only to 
the Country government, but likc’A ife to the com-' 
pany, from* fuch' pradtccs. . Thefc’ pretended' 
reformers proved •afterwards, mote ‘corrupt and 
more rapacious,* than anybf thcirprcricccdbrs.’ ' 
The tubftanceof the letter from his excellency 
the nabob Najlm O Dowlah To the noble preft* • 
dent and the committee ivas, that his father had* 
dcfigncd him his fucccffbr,jand thatT'^fcflicurs 
Jolinllonc and LcyceAcr came to Cofllmbuzar a 
few days after JaffiCr's’ dcccafc,* as deputies from 
the hoard' at Calcutta, to dirt^' the .young na-' 
hob’s councils, and injoin him 'to fend -for Ma* 
homed Reza Kawn from Dacca, and fet him ‘as* 
naib of the nizamut. 'This troubled him much,* 
as the) told him alfo, he muftrsoc fie in thi dewan 
connahj and muftlivc intheiame place where he ' 
was putting a flop to ’all public bufinefs, till the- 
arrival* of Mahomed Reza Kawn, whomhefur- 
peeled CO have had long ago mlintentions on the ' 
nizamut ; that his fatUtr deemed him*alwaj)S as 
his enemy ; and befidts, there was a large fiim 
due from him to the drear, 'Mr, Johnllone d4- • 
dared to the young nabob, tbacunlcfs he imme- 
dtatdy fignui an infrrumcat, which he offered to 
him, he Ihould have no great chance of being in 
pofTcnion of't^ic fubahdary,' The ymmg nabob 
couiplaincd of hav ing bCcn compelled to fign it.* 
After this, Mahomed Rexi Kawn arrived, and fat 
as naib. Tor t^c better Tecuring his poll,' he 
iliftnhured above nverty lacks of rupees among 
fi’.h people as hetbottght proper, and this with- 
out 
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ouf the pung nahoVs l.no\\ ledge That the ftid 
J^iahotned Reza Kawn made Mr Johnftone hts 
protestor, and Mr I-cycefter his \akeel He 
kept the nabob’s feal tinder his own feat, and no- 
thing was to be done without lus will or order. 
He diftnbuted titles, employ mci ts, kelcuis, cle 
phants, and jewels, to others at pleafure The 
>oung nabob complained, that he was much* 
diftrcffcd for money for paying Kis fervants trages 
and other current expenccs He concluded, by 
reflecting on Mr. Johnftonc’s bad treatment after 
his father’s death, and on Mahomed Reza Kawn 
ahufing of the power tefted m him, by the flation 
towhich he had been raifed. 

^he circumftanccs of the gentlemen of council, 
application" for prefents from the nabob, were as 
follow, accordtng^io Mahomed Reza Kawn s narra- 
tive after his excellency had been feared on the 
mufnud, feveral members of the council faid to 
him, the gentlemen iihohaveafliflcdFirmaunNa 
zing, have obtained prefents, now that we have 
feated his excellency on the mifnud, and rendered 
him fervjce, we hope he will make prefents to us 
Do you reprefenc this to hiscxccUency ^ I anfwer- 
cd, Do you remember yourfelves mention it 
At length, as they were eaincffc with me, and I 
perceived they would be offended at my rcfufil, I 
reprefented it to his excellency in conformity to 
their defire his excellency faid to me, “ It muff 
be done , do you make out a lift, and bring it 
me ’ 1 replied, ** Your excellency is the maffer , 
yourfelf determine upon whatever may be your 
pleafure ” Accordingly an account of the prefents 
for the gentlemen was made out, before the na- 
bob’s 
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face,- and given iinder-bis hand'and feaVto! - 
?ylr. JohnftonV, in the df aH’lbe foiirgeni 

ti'emrn i:af:cr three or four 'days,- Johhftdhe'' 
.carried this paper to the 'nabob, ffri'd . laid^ ‘‘‘flf- 
your excellency -has givehthispaper unwillingly^' 
and contrary- to ybu'r'mclination,’Kye .do' ribc wane' 
it.~ ' His. excellencj^ anfwerc'd,-'*^'!' hav|e given ic' 
to you of my-owh.plenfure’and iriclination;''j.--Afr 
ter 'this cOnverfatiph had. pafled,- Mrii^Johnftbhe' 
faid, ‘f^Whac.fhaU’we doHvuha’b'are'paper.?” let 
'orders bc-giyen' to Mahomed ■Rc2a'KaWn''fcrr:thc' 
payment of ihe mohey/ His excellency, adcordmg-' 
iy^omrhanded me -to 'pay-the money agreeable to" 
the paper ; ‘T made fome'-day’s delay, 'and upon Mr, •' 
Johnftone-and -the other'- gentlemen' making again 
. a demand upon me, ' !• prcfent^’fiKc 'following ■ p'e- • 
tilipn- to-.his ;cxccllency^v*^:withVcgard 'io giving- 
the 'money for the'gentlemeh^s prerenf; whaifoever' 
is /your bktellency's .-pleafufer His‘'''excei!eh:cy'' 
figned thereon V Lec'Mhh6roe'd’‘Reza Ka'wh.pay’ 
it.^' '• Accordingly 875.'6db- 'rupees were' given^'to 
nine /gentlemen,- 25biodd by four-bills upon'' lHe‘ 

- houfe of Seats^-the datc'of the payment thereof ,wiir 
appear from their books, and the’remaihihg 625,000 
. in readyj-'money from' the tteafury.'- 

June, '1765; 

-j-k'-A.'*t'rue'tra'nflatibh, V' ' '' 

'' V. P^rfian frahnktofi 

- -'When the ’gcnilernen demanded ah hcknowledg-'- 
myittrbm -Mahomed 'Rcza.Ka'wn/ he alkcd, ’’*/ Is' 

' ' ■ ’ , ' not 
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no*’ this to be a cc''er2i afiiir, and are not the other 
gen Icmen to have a tbare, &c ” To this the) re* 
plied, “ No, this muft be for us , let them look 
CO themfelves. 


Account of prefents from the nabob ■ 


Mr. Spencer received rupees 100,000 

Mr. PJaydelt 

- - - - - 50,000 

Mr. Burdett 

- - - - - 50 coo 

Mr Gray 

----- 50,000 

Mr. Johnflone 

- 237,000 

Mr. Middleton 

jl2,5Cn 

Mr. Senior 

- • - 112,500 

Mr. Leycefler 
3 Mr. Johnftoac’s 

- • 112,500 

younger brother - 50,000 

Total 875,000 

Remained due 350.00° 

Total 1,225,000 


George Vanfittart, Tcrfian tranfiator, 

\Vith regard to the prefents which Mahomcd 
RezaKawn made to the gentlemen of coulicilj 
the Hate of the cafe is this, J^Ir. Johnftonc fent 
him a roeflage by Mootgram, as follows ** Where- 
as )OU have been appointed his excellency’s naib, 
1C IS proper that jou maVe o 3 fome prefents for 
jourfclf” He reprcfenicd his ftuauon, that he 
would do whatwas m his pover, but thut he couH 

njC 
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-not furnifh any great matter. In the end the fund 
bf 4^5,000 rupees was agreed upon, of which hb 
paid ^25,000 and 250,000 remained due, accord- 
ing to the Under-written particulars. 

Account of the prefents from Mahomed Reza 
Kawn. , 

\ 

Mr. Johnflone receWed , rupees 100, ooo 
Mr. Leycefter - r - 50,00b 

Mr. Senior - - - 50,00b 

Mr Johrtftone*s yoUnger brothef - S5,oob 

Total for Mr. Johndone and Co. 225,000 

Mr Spencer received at different times 50,000 

} • 

Total 315, ood ^ 
Due 250, ood 
Total 565,000 


A true tranfidtlon. 

George Vanfittart, Perffan tranflatot. 

The fum total received by the above-mentioned 
gentlemen from the nabob, MahoraedRezaKawn, 
hnd Jugguc Scat, was 1,240,000 rupees. 
Remained Unpaid 675,000 
According to JuggUt SeiPs narrative, when 
Mr Johnftone, and the other gentlemen of coun- 
cil, went to Murffiadabad, and applied them- 
lelves to the regulation of the whole fubahdary, 
\ OLi III. U u they 
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they Tent him the following meflage by Moo*- 
gram. Make usfbmeacknowledgment, and we 
vill fettle all OUT bufinefi accordingly, accordtrg 
to jour heart’s defire, otherwlfe we fiiall be dif- 
plcafed, and your bufinefs meet with no alGfiancej 
tor you formerly made an ackrowledgmeni to lord 
Clive and other gentlemen ; being remeddefs, be 
confenied to ghe 125,000 rupees, 50,000 imme- 
^irately, and the reft when he could collcft ho 
debts from the* counti^. 

The committee of the houfe of commons think- 
ing the proceedings of the felcdt committee of Ben- 
gal of great importarice for the houfe to know di- 
'Jlindkly, divided ahelr inquiries refpefling thofc 
proceedings info Jhe following heads. 

- ift. The meafures they took refpedling the exe- 
cution of covenants. 

■ 2d.*Recanmg the European agents. 

3d. Their examination into the nabob’s com- 
"plaints. 

, 4th. _The efiabliftimcnt of ihe treaty, purporting 
to be a treaty of peace wiihSojah Powlah, and the 
acquifition of the Dcv\ annee.* 

5th. Eftabhfliment and progrefs of the fait foci- 
cty, and other matters relative to that trade. 

They found that the committee of Bengal had rc- 
fblved to enforce immediately the execution of the 
tiew covenants agatnft receiving prefents, by the 
fervants of the company from the Indian power'; 
in virtue of a letter fiom the dire^ors ; the com- 
mittee did not difcovcr from the records, that this 

matterhad been brought under the confiderallonof 
the council-board ; nor had any notice been given 
£0 the other fervants of fiie company, that they 

. Vrcrc 
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were req jir« J to execute fuch cov enants In regard 
tb the tranfaflionsof recalling Europ-an merchant’;. 

It appeare(i, that the feledt committee refolved to 
recall all free-merchanis rtfiding up the countr} , 
within ohe month after nouce , and that orders 
were fent to the chiefs of fuborvltnate faftories to 
convey in fafety to Calcutta all who refufed to 
comply. ^ 

The oppreflions and enormous abufes committed 
in confeqtience of this order, have fufficiently ex- 
pofed thOfc who ha\e enforced the execution of 
liich arbitrary mandates agamft laW and equity. 

' In regard to fums diftributed among certain per- 
fois by Mahomdd Reza itaivn, finct the death of 
the late nabob, faid to amount to near twenty lacks 
of rupees , it was proved, that Mr Johnftone, had 
aftually received ihefeveral fums of money and 
bills, Ipecifled for his ufc, in the general accounts 
of Mahomed Reza Kawn, and Juggut Seat. Hd 
appeared from the evidences entered m the proceed- 
ings of the committee appointed by the houfe of 
Commons, to have been a principal agent and ma- 
nager, in obtaining and diftnbuting the prelents ; 
but unacquainted, thfey wodld willingly fuppofe, 
with the menaces ufed by Mooteram m his name 
to Mahomed Reza Kivvn and Juggut Seat, in or- 
der to extort a fum of money from the latter, for 
the ufe of the deputation , and laftU'; that he had 
been guilty of sAual difobedience to the company’s 
orders, m arraigning indecently, and rcfuhng pofi- 
tivelv to acknowledge, the authority w herewith 
the fe’eft committee were mvefted.by the honoura 
blc the coarc of dircftors, and by urging their ufur- 

ped 
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ped powers In excufe for declining anj reply to chan 
ges that fo deeply ajfcft his c)iaraflcr. 

, That Mr. Senior had received all the mont) 
fpecified for his ufe in the evidence already men- 
tioned, and alfo, the further fum of 50,000 rupees 
from Mahommed Rcaa Kavvn on his own account, 
bunbathe r^cither authorized the meilages deUvered 
by Mooteram, nor was active in obtaining or diftri* 
butmg the prefents* That Mr. Middleton had re- 
celv’'ed prefents from the nabob and Juggut Scat 
only, firmly believing them to bs^, voluntary ; and 
that Jie always intended to refufe the prefents dc- 
figned him by Mahomed Reza Rawn. i 

•That Mr. Leycefter had received the fev'fral 
fums affixed to hvs,name, m the above-'mentioned 
accounts, but that he neither did, nor intended to 
receive the bill, lodged withMooteram for his ufe, 
norwas any ways concerned m the menaces thrown, 
cut by that perfon to Mahomed Reza Kawn and 
Juggut Seat. f . I 

^ ThatMeffieurs Playdcll, Burdett and Gray, re- 
ceived each 50,000 rupees from the nabob, in the 
full perfuafion that the fame was a free gift to the 
gentlemen who then compofed ilhc board, witJiour 
any application on their parts, or confidcration on 
the nabob’s for fervkcs performed. 

That. Mr, Cartier was utterly a flranger to any 
demands made jn Ins name, and that he would ab- 
folutely have rtfufeci a lack of rupees intended for* 
him by the nabobs lud it been ever tendered to 
lum. , 

1 hat upon the whole, the gentlemen who fat at 
the board, as well as thofe who negociatcd at the 
dufbafj were guilty of aftual difobcdicncc to the 

pom- 



' r 34*' 1 

company’s poHuvc orders rehtlve to the covenant^ 
both in delaying to execute them, and in receiving 
prefents contrary to the exprefs letter and fpirit of 
tiiefe obligations. ’ 

It appeared to the committee, from a narrative 
of Mahomed Reza Kaw n, iranfmitted to lord Cliv e, 
wlio was then at Mootejil, that he had related fafts 
wiih^reat candour and preciOon, confirmingin tho 
ftrongeft manner, ihe'‘fevcral particulars let forth 
in his former evidence. That he had pofiiivcly 
afferted, and with the greateft appearance of truth, 
that neither the prefents from the nabob, nor from 
himfelf, were voluntary, but granted after fome 
.altercation and tedious negociations with the gentle 
men of the 'deputation. That Mr. JohnRone sc 
fjrft defired a very Urge fum, but after a great deal 
of debate, and many conferences, Mooteramcon- 
fented to accept 6,25,000 rupees from the nabob,’ 
and 475,000 rupees' from Mahomed Reza Kawn 5 
of which fum the whole was paid by the nabob, 
and 225,000 by Mahomed RezaKawn, ‘inmonoy 
and bills’; thatoverand aborc '137,500 rupees, 
which Mr. Johnftone obtained from the nabob, as 
a joint member and ‘fenior fervant on the deputa- 
tion j the fame gentleman ftipulated, that 100,000 
rupees for himfelf, and>50,ooo rupees for his bro- 
ther, fhould be paid fecretly from all the other gen- 
tlemen ; that befidcs the above fums clandeftinely 
obiained from the nabob, Mr Johnftohe as prin-’ 
cipal agent and manager, thought proper, without 
tjie confent ot knowledge of KU coUtague^, like-' 
wile to appropriate 50,000 rupees to himfelf and 
C5,ooo to his brother, out of the money granted 
‘ ' M^ho- 
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Tvlaliomcd Rcza Ka'vn,over and abox's his allowed 
proportion as member of the deputation. 

. Mr. Sykes being called before the commirree of 
the houfeof commons, and being alltcd what part 
of the political conduft of the governor and coun- 
cil of Bengal he meant to 6nd fault ; faivl, he con- 
curred with general Carnac in difapproving the ap- 
pointment of Mahomed Rcoa Kawn with fucK ex- 
tenfivc powers j and added, that lie blamed the 
gentlemen who fettled the. treaty wUh Nujum al 
X)owlah, for omitting the opportunity they then 
bad of confiitullng a-fund adequate to the cxpences 
the company xverc obliged to be at in protcrfbng 
the country. That the revenues were left tco 
much at the mercy of individuals, and he thought 
the natural cfTcft of tbefe arrangements would be 
to put the nabob in fuch actuation, as, to enable 
him to with'hold the necenary payment to the ar- 
my# which whenever he.did pay it w'ls with re* 
lu£tancc.' Thatihedifapprovedof'making the con- 
currence and approbation of ’the governor and 
council ncccfiary to thcappointmentand dirmiffion 
of the nabob’s officers, and objefted to the appoint- 
ment of Nujum al Dowlah to the mufnud, in pre- 
ference to Myr grandfon, particularly as 

the grandfon had been declared the legal heir, ard 
Chuta nabob, in the public durbar, by Myr Jaffist' 
in the prefence of the witncfs, in the yeanydo,’ 
foon afier the death of the nabob Meer Jaffier’s fon 
Mccram ; that there were four or live hundred oih- 
cers of the government prefent at the ceremony, 
and that he received a drels on the occation. ' 

. With refpefl to the money that had been taken, 
the following paragraphia the nabob’s letter proved 
’ the 
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the fact to be true. " After Mahomed Rezli! 
Kawn bad fat as naib, he, for the better eftabUlh- 
ing himfclf in the naibthip, diftributed above 
twenty lacks of rupees among fuch people as he 
thought proper, ’.%ithout my knowledge.’* 

To enable the houfc to form further judgment 
-upon the cvldencegivvn to the fcleft committee of 
Bsngal, Mr. Gregory, who had been converfant 
in the enftoms of i India, being alked, from the 
natural difpofition of the natives of Bengal, what 
credit could be given to the evidence of an officer 
in the country government, when feifed and fur- 
lounded by military guards? 'hefaid, he could 
give but very little credit to an evidence fo given : 
that he apprehended a native of that country, esca*' 
mined under, apprehcnfions of his own fafety, 
.would give the evidence that would tend moft to 
his own advantage. And he farther informed the 
committee of the houfe of commons, that if there 
is any thing criminal likely to come out agairtft the 
man, and aiplacc of refuge near at handj hefup- 
pofed there was nccellity in India of ufing a force 
to detain him, otherwife not. That in point of cuf- 
tom of the country government, they generally 
ufed violence, and brought witnefTes to the place 
where they wanted to ermine them; but that it 
had not been cuftomary Jn the company's fettle- 
meats. • . , 

'And in regard to oaths among Gentoos, the 
witnefs, faid he believed, under the form of oath 
delivered to the Gentoos, their teftimony is to be 
depended upon as well as others, though there 
have been inftances in which they have beemfound 
guilty of perjury ; and that he did not knov/ any 
. inflance 
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inftahcc of Gcntoos having quitted their hahits- 
tions upon their being called on as evidences; 
and unlcfs their lives or effedts were in danger^ 
or their cafti taken, from them, he did not apjire- 
hend they would. Major Grant, who had been 
tefident in India nearly feven years, being exa- 
mined to the fame point, confirmed the Opinion 
of the foregoing wilnefs, relative to the fame de- 
gree of credit to be given to natives of Bengal ex- 
amined under a guard. And being alked, whe- 
ther he would dilregard the evidence of the na- 
tives of that coiintr}', though given under the 
forms of oaths, which arc reckoned mod bind- 
ing, according to the difiercht fe£b ? he Cudi 
that \indcr the circumftanccs already mentioned 
of confinement, ’and the dfead of jconfequenccs; 
he fhould not pay that regard to their evidence 
tharheotherwlfeHiould, unlcfs there were other 
concurring tcftimonies to inforce it. And being 
hiked, whar regard has generally been given to the 
evidence of natives of all fefls, when called upon 
at a court-martial to give evidence irt cafes of life 
and death ? he faid, he had never feen any in- 
ftance of that kind before a court-martial, but 
imagined the court would pay ev'ery deference 'td 
an evidence where- it appearW there was no 
fluence or ititercft in .view; that he had nevcx 
fat on a court-martial, though he had occafion- 
ally attended the court in CalCuttay but never the 
trial out i was never prefent at any inftance of a 
wirnefs being examined under a miHrar>''gu^rdJ 
The committee found, by the proceedings on the 
trial of Ibam Charn, which were read, that the 
mofefolemn manner of fwearing the witnelfes, 

' according 
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Sccofcling to thc^Gcntoo religion is with Tootfv 
^nd the Ganges water upon the covv'S back, ana 
oath being adminiftered b'y a bramin from Gali* 
cort. u - ^ 

General Carnac being queftiohed -.to the famd 
point, faid, it was cuftomafy, with refpedt to the 
natives of Irldia, to place the guards, or peons. 
Over petfons who were to be examined ; that 
there Was no minifters of 'public juftice, but 
armed men ; ind he thought it neceflary to 
place a guard over Mooteram,,becaufe he waS 
under accufation j that in regard to oaths of 
Gentoosy he believed from their fuperftitious 
zeal, and their ftrong attachment even to martyr- 
dom to their ancient rights, they are held very 
facred. . 

Mootcram was examined under a guard, by 
direction of lord Clive, on an information, he faid, 
he- had received of ht^ having the bills and money 
tranfa£rions mentioned above, irt his particular 
care, ilndthac he was feized to prevent his ef- 
cape. 

The fcle€b committee taking into confideVation 
many attempts which had been made to deftroy 
the unanimity, and corrupt the integrity of the 
company’s ferv ants, both feperatcly and jointly by 
the nabob, through the influence of Nundcomer, 
and otlie^ill-dilpofed perfons, who were admitted 
into his prefeftee, refohed, that ail the intercourfe 
with the nabob, his minifters, and the country 
powers, be maintained and conduced by the right 
honourable the prefident, who had made a fpeci- 
ous profeflion of his difintcreftednefs, though his 
pl-m, previoufly concerted with his committee, 
VOL* III. Xx proved 
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proved afterwards a complete fj flcm of monopolf 
and rapacioufnefs Mr Sykes, v^liofc probity 
6ncl difmtereftcdncfs are equally confpicuous, be- 
ing called before the committee appointed by the 
houfe of commons, and defired to ftatc in uha*" 
manner the nabob, through the influence of 
Kundcomcr, had endeavoured to corrupt his in 
tcgritv, and that of his colleagues, laid, tlia^ 
lyhen he was fitting at the board, foon after 
arrual, he was called out by a fervant to fpeak to 
Nundcomcr, who in. a room contiguous to 
the apartment where the committee fat, that he 
of himfclf, propofed to the witnefs, to fecurc to 
the governor and fele^t committee 25 lacks of ru- 
pees, if they %/ere inclined to liflcn to his terms* 
without mcmionmg vshat thofe terms were , but 
the v^itncfs Hud, he conjedtured the conditions he 
meant, u ere to fupplant Mahomed Reza Kawn, the 
then prime mmifter Thai he told Nundcomcr 
he had better go and mird his buCncfs, and ini-r 
mediately left him, to citend bis duty m the com- 
mutce that no body was prefect at this comer- 
fation, (confequcntly that’s nothing more than an 
7 pfediritj as there were no wimefli.s of this ex- 
traordinary inftance of the deponent’s uncommon 
contempt for money) than on his return to the 
commi tec, he mentioned Nundcomer’s propofaL 
to lord Cbte, uho faid he was a nfcal, and had 
better go about his bufinefs That he never af- 
ter, dircdtly or indiredlly, knew nny thing more 
about the matter That Nundcomcr s political 
charadcr was very bad, bvit he had no doubt if 
he had been made prime mmifler, he \ ould have 
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Tiad-ic In his po'ACr to ha\c fulfilled the pro- 
pofah \ 

‘ With rcfpeft tb thetonclufion 6f tht V/ar \silh 
Sujah Douiah, the fdeft commlcteb /ound that 
5ujah Dottlah, as his tall refourcc, had thrown 
himfelfonihe generofity of the Englilh, and was 
at that time aftuatly in cnmp,^ rcidy to receive 
fuch terms of peace as they Ihoiitd prefenbe ; ^s hUh 
appearing to the committee a faVoutahle opportu- 
nity forellabViflimg the tranquility of the country 
a permanent foundation, ihby tbfolvfid that in- 
Uruftions thould be lent to general Carnac, for 
ietihng the preliminary articles with Sujati Dosv- 
Juh; w Inch they fent accordingly. And the fekft 
^'ommcfcec faljrrg: inco con/tderac/on the youth, in- 
experience and incapacity of NujUm al Dowlah ; 
the nabob of Bengal ; the necefiiiy of placing the 
adminlllration In the bands of men, capible to fup- 
^ort the w’elghtof government, and attached to the 
company’s iiucreft, and hkewife the great danger 
ihat might arife to the ftability of the then efia- 
blifhment from fuffering the w hole pow ^rs for Ihe 
abfolute management of ihfc three provinces ib veil 
in a fingle perfon, Yefolvcd that Mahbrrttd Reza 
Kawn be advifed to xelinquifh the title o'f naib 
Subah, and alfo a part of the unbounded authority 
wherewith he was mvefted by the late treaty, as a 
mcafurc not only agreeable to the nabob, bub ne- 
x:efiary 1o the fafety of the prefent government, 
and the future tranquility of the country. 

It appeared that the plan ' formed w'lth a view 
of giving ftability to the. nabob’s government, by 
dividing equally the adminiftracidn between three 
minlfters, was in danger of being fubverted through 
* the 



f 348 3 

tlic atjibiilon of Roy Dullub, and tl:c cxccfllvc 
moJcration or timidity of Mahomed Kcza Kawn> 
and Scat. 

The three mimflcr$ fipned the new regulations 
made by lord Clive and his committee, for the pro- 
vinces Bengal, Bihar and Orifli, and lii> iordlhlp 
had received the fimnud for the rcverfion of htj 
jaghirc, in perpetuity to the company, confotma- 
ble to the terms of his agreement before he left 
England ; at the fame time, funnucU for confirnilng 
the nabob Nudjiil uiPophb, fubah of the three 
provinces, were obtained from the king, v. ho gran- 
ted alfo funnuds for the yielding to tl.e company 
in perpetuity, lands about Calcutta, snd Illtewifc 
for the Burdwnn, Midnaporc and Chittagong coun- 
tries. The prefident of Fort St, George dcRtc 4 
at the fame time, his lorddup, to obtain funnuds ‘ 
for the four northern provinces or fircars, which, 
his lofdOiip deeming a matter of great importance, 
made at the fame time a point, that as the nabob 
intended purchafing the king’s favours at the price ‘ 
of five lacks of rupees, that all the funnuds requi- 
red on the company’s accounr, fhould be alTordcd 
gratis. 

The nabob, on his lordfliip’s rcprcfentatlon of 
the great cxpcnce of fuch an army as would bene- 
cefiary to fopport him in his government, to de- 
fray the large fum due for teftuution, and to the 
navy, together with the annual tribute which 'vas 
of neceffity to be paid to the kin", confented that 
all the revenues of the country fhould be appro- 
priated to thofe purpofes, 56 lacks of rupees a year 
for himfelf excepted, out of which foms all his ex- 
pences, of every denominatipnj including cavalry 
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and feapO^s, were to be defrayed Mr. Sykes re* 
fdent at the durbar, was to fettle this new arrange- 
ment 

The nabob having agreed to accept this''annual 
Jbpend, made oyer the management of the fubah- 
dary, with every advantage arifing from^ it to the 
company, out of the above ftipend he vvas toaliov/ 
276,000 rupees a year, 10 the different branches 
of hjs family, Thele payments were to be made 
by the three minifters monthly; who werealfoto 
have the payment of all the nabob's troops, fer- 
vants, &c. 

Lord Clive and general Carnac hjd a conference 
with Sujah Dowlah, In which they offered him the 
terms for a treaty of peace. The negocianons be- 
tween them and the king at Ulahabad had the defi- 
red effedt; and the terms were then fettled between 
them on the grant of the dewannee to the compa- 
ny. Sjjah iJowlah having exprefled thegreatefi: 
reludtance at confenting to the 8th article of the 
treaty, and having frankly confefTcd, that the en- 
croachments of the Englillr in>Bcngal, with regard 
to trade, and the great abufes and exadtions com- 
mitted by the company’s^ fervants, and other? 
countenanced by them, made him apprehenfive of 
thecoofequenccs in hisdominions, and had txpref- * 
fed fo much uncafinefs about the' word ‘ faflories,* 
that they agreed at !aft to leave it out of the treaty ; 
and fuggefted even the propriety ofv’Uhdrawing 
the faflory at Banans, *as foon as the company's 
pigagements v ith Bulwantfing'fhould expire. ‘ 
Lord Chvc having refumid his ftac at rhefelcdt 
committee, laid ‘before them a pompous account 
ofhisfcveral negoiiatpns with the country powers 
' - du- 
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iduilng his abfenfe from the prefiJency, viz. -\H 
treiiy of peace 'v/ith Sojah Dowlah; the rojal 
grant of the officer of the dewannee of Bengal, 
JJahar, and Orifia; the grant of his lordfliip's 
^aghire to the company in perpetuity, on the ex* 
piration of his lorclfhip’s terms therein j the con* 
firmation in perpetuity of Burdwan, Midnapoie» 
and Chittagong, and of the twenty-four perguntm 
of Calcutta, which had been foVmerly affigned to 
the company by ‘the nabob Meer Jaffier; the 
confirmation of tlife company's pofieffions in the 
neighbourhood of Madrafs, &c^ the grant of the 
northern fircars jn perpetuity ; alfo the articles of 
agrcement'with the Umg, for tht due payment of 
the twenty-fij: lacks of rupees per annum to his 
majcfhy, and the agreement with the nabob for the 
annual fiTpend, as above ftated, to be paid his 
excellency for'the fupport of the nizamu:. j 
’ By^the treaty between his highnefs the nabob 
Su)ah al Dowlah, vizier of the empire, his excel* 
tcncy Nudjim at JDdwhh, nabob of Bengal, and 
the iCnglllh company, they engaged to affil^ each 
other mutually, in cafe the dominions of the con* 
tradting parties fliould at any time heVeafter be at- 
tacked with a part, or the v.'hole, of their forces. 

His highneft Sujah Dowhh folemnly engigc-f 
never to eptertain or receive Coffim Ally Kaw^i 
the late fubihdar of Bengal, Sommoro, the afiaffin 
of the Englifii, nor any of the European deferters 
within his dominions, nor to give the leaft counte- 
nance, fapporr, or proieftion to them; and to 
deliver up to the EngUlh whatever Europeans m^y 
in future defert from them into his country. 



[ 

TBc king Sh'h Allum was to remain in full pof- 
fefiion of Korak, and fuch part of the province of 
Ulahabad «s he then pofTcflcdf which were ceded 
to his majeft} as a rojal demefne, for the fupporc 
of hi? dignity and his cxpences 
His highnefs Sujah a1 Dowlah agreed to pay (o 
the IrngliHi companj , in confidcration of the great 
cKpence incurred in Carr) ing on the late w ar, fittcea 
lacks of rupees, the whole fum to be difcharged 
thirteen months from the date of the treaty 

liulwantfing was to be commued in the zemm- 
daries of Banaras, Ghazapore, and all the dillridls 
he polTcficd at the time he came over to the nabob 
Jaffier Ally Kawn and the EngUlh, on condition of 
paying the fame revenue as heretofore. 

His highnefs the nabob of Oude had the coun- 
try of Btnaras rcllorcd to him, the fort of Chunar 
excepted, which was not to be e\ acuaied uniill tho 
fixth article of the treaty \ as fully complied With. 
"^His highnefs allowed the Englifh company to 
carry on a trade duty free throughout all his domi- 
nions. 

The Englilh farces were to be withdrawn from 
the dominions of his highnefs, except fuch as might 
be neceflary for the garnfon of Chunar, or, for the 
d-fence or proteftion of ihe king m the city of Hla- 
inbad, if his majefty Ihould require a force for that 
purpofe , and the fiid conuaSing powers gene- 
rally and reciprocally guaranteed to each other all 
the ftipulations of this treaty. 

The king Shah AUum mhis 6rmaun, by which 
the company obtained the grant of the dewannee 
of B*-n^al, BaharandOnfla, acknowledges the at- 
tachmentand fervices of tl e high and mighty, the 

nobleil 
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bobleft of exalted nobles, the chief of illuftrioj? 
fvarriors, his faithful lervants and fincere \?c!l- 
wifhers, worthy of his ro3ralfavoars, the Enghlh 
company. His majcfty grants them the dei'anneS 
provinces as a free gift, without the 
ailociation of any other psrfon, and with an ex- 
emption from the payment of the cuftoms of the 
dew^nneej which ufed to be paid to the court, on 
conditionj that the faid Company ihould be fecurlty 
for the fum of 26 lacks of rupees a year for his royal 
revermr, which fum had beer^ appointed from the 
Jlabob Nudjim til Dowlah Bahadar, to be remitted 
Regularly to the royal Hrcar. 

1 ii* niajcfly^s firmaun for the confirmation of 
iord Clive’s jagheer, the following Eafiern titles 
are given by the mogul to his lordfhip : the high 

Snd mighty Zubdul ul MoolL, Kufieer ul Dowlafa, 
lord Clive Baludre ; his mjjefty confirmed In the 
province of Bengnl (the paradife of the earth) his 
lorduiip s jagheer, for the tefm of ten years, to be- 
gm frorn the ifith of May, 1^64, at the expiration 
company Kvert as a perpetual gift to the 

His majefiy was alfo gracioufly picafed to con- 
hrm the company’s potrtflions m the Carnatic, 
granted them by former kings in the neighbour- 
fV?,™ well as ihe fircar of Ssccacool, 

noir rr Ptcncli company had been dif- 

to the agreement H- 
tween the nabob Niidjum ul Dowlah and the com- 
pany , his excellency was to receive the annual fum 
of hcca rupees, 5,386,131, for all his honihold 
cxpcnccs, fervants. &c. and for the mjfhtcnancc 
' bar ^ of 
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of fuch hbrfe, Teapoys, peons, bercundafles, €^ci 
ds may bethought neceflary, for his fewawry, and 
the fupporc of his dignity only By a ftatcment Oi 
the changes wnich sicre allotted for the collediions 
of the Bahar province in 1765, they aomounted to 
ruDccs of fortsy 2*153,934 10 By the Ihte- 

ment of the revenues to be received from 
the Bahar province, from the jear ^765 to 
September 17&6, thev amounted to rupees, 

5 56b,25cr -7 5. 1 his was thti baLnce to be re- 

ceived this year 

Had his lordfhip by his boaiUd reformation/ 
pu'fu-'d effcdtilal meafures to ilop the tffjfion of hu- 
man bloo-ly not only dunn<; his prefidency, bu'- 
for the time to come, and laid the foundation of 
future tranquility to thofe unhappy provinces, 
winch had long been the fqene ot defolatton, to 
Cafe a company from the mfupportable weight of 
ruinous wars, \ hich haNccvcrfince his.inpoliticaI 
regulations, r'^ged m the peninfbla of Indus , we 
fhould be glad to have an opoortunity to congratu- 
late hi$ lordlhip on his protection and fagacily, for 
having compafTcd this profp-rous end , but the 
company have found by experience, that the ex- 
traordinary acquifitton of revenue and influence, 
which he fin tcred himfelf to hav e ob atneci for his 
conflitu-nts, far from having conciliated the affec- 
tions of the cojntry powers and fecur-d their r"- 
pofe apd happinefs/ have been produdtive of new 
troubles and calamities. He took ro meafures 
V hatfoever, likel) to infure a lading p“ace and 
ad the commercial advantages, which th comj-any* 
had 1 right to cxpcil: f'om tttcir valuabk acquiliti- 
ons. In the companjkH erto Beng 1 date I the 
ipih Februarj 1766, they obftrvtd, “thaTo fuc- 
V'oL JII Y y cefs 
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ctfi in carrying on the war again ft Sujih, Dow Fahj 
to give his country to the king, could juftif) ih: 
meafurc. That as Sujah Dowlah had olTcred to 
v.uhdraw his proteflton from CoGim^lly, to enter 
in fncndthip witli them, and to join his army in 
purfuing him'; that opportunity ought to have 
been embraced for putting an end to the war 
That all fight of the company's iaicreft was from 
that moment loft, and that error bad plunged them 
into many more ’* They animadverted upon the 
reply made to the oOlr of Sujah Donhh, tvheo 
they demanded he (houtd put Coftim and his gene- 
ral to death 5 for if the law of hofpiwllty forbal 
his delivering them up, furcly it forbad his wur- 
derrng them. , 

, The difpofteiling Sujah Dov.jah of his countr/r^ 
was breaking down, as they apprehended, th* 
ftrongeft barrier they could have fgainft tK'Af- 
ghais, Moratta’s, and all the invaders of the* cm* 
pirc, who were checked from penetrating into the 
iiaftern provinces, bv a power fo refpedlablc ashh 
was throughout Indoftan. The raffing the king on 
jits ruins, rendered this ftil! more ftnking; be- 
caufc all the northern powers were his natural ene- 
mies, being attached to the vizier Garodin Kaivn, 
and ihougii the title to the crown was contefted, all 
parties feemed to unite in oppofing the claim of 
him. They acknowledged kings, and it was 10 be 
'feared they would come clown upon him, before 
his ftrengih was confirmed; and thus they might 
have‘drav.n thewars, tliac have fo long 
the northern countries to their own frontiers. 

The king could not pofiibly base maintained 
himfelf without the utmoft afii’ftance of the cem- 

pnVr 
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pan), and Sujah Dowlah was not fo reduced as not 
to make head again and the /efuk might have 
been, to have a wir to maintain fix hundred miles 
from Calcutta, from the fucctls of which no polli- 
ble advantage could hive lHH,n derived, and one 
defeeft might have caufejl the total lofs of the pro- 
\ince. ^ 

In the engagements with the king, the ftipula- 
tion for the charges ol the war waS unlettled, and 
the whole cxpence was left on the Bengal govern- 
ment. 

The appointing of independenf dewans, was in- 
truding on the powers of the regent, weakening 
Ins goi ernm-nr, and rending to anarchy. Nor was 
any Enghfiimsn traliei enough of the forms of go- 
vernment, to undertake dividing their departments 
without introducing confufion. Infiiad of forming 
s^n equitable plart for carrying on the mhnd trrde, 
in concert with the nabob, according to the oofi- 
tive orders of the dirc^ors, which were to put a 
final and effeftiial end to the inland trade in fait, 
beetle nut and tobacco, and in all oilier articles 
produced and confumed in the country, until fome 
new method fhould be adopted, their feivmts 
were guilty of a breach and violstirin of tluiror 
ders, as a determined rcfolution to facrifice the m- 
terefl: of the company and the peace of the coun- 
try, to lucrative and fdfafh views. 

The directors therefore pronounced, that eiery 
fen.ant concern-^d in that trade, fiood guilt/ of n. 
breach o: his covenant!; with them, and Or their 
pofiti\e orders ; and in confiqusnce of this refolu 
tian they pofittvely direfted, that if that treaty \/as 
ftill fubfifting, they Ihould tnal c a folemn renuncia 
tion, bj a foletnn aft to be entered upon their re- 
cords, 
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cords, of all nght -under the faid treaty, or o her. 
^ife to inde in fait, lectle nut and tobacco, sr4 
that they fhould iranlmii the renunciation or that 
part of the treaty in form, to the n^bnb m the 
I'erfinn language Y/hatevtr govermicnt may be 
eflablifbed, or uhaiever onfo*-creen i.ircum(brtces 
rraj virile fiid they, it is our rcfiliition to p ohi., 
bit, and \\e do abloluitly forbid this in'ana tnoe, 
and all articles that are not for f^port and import, 
accordingto the fpuit of tlcfirmaon, which does 
not in the Icaft gne ny latitude whiifoevcr for 
carrying on fpeh on inland trade, and moreover 
they deemed every turopcan concerned thsreiodi- 
rcdtly, ortrdiredtiy, guilty of a breach of his co 
venants and d|redied that he be forthwith fent to 
Fn^land , ana e\cry native % ho flroylfi avail him 
fclf of iht company's protcSion to carry on thu 
trade, without paying a\ltbc duties due to the go 
vernment, equally with the refl of the nabobs Tub 
jtfts, was to fotftu that protedlion, ard be barifii 
cd the fciilcmcnr 

This trade had been the fource of the vnr, ard 
W 1 S ircorrpatibic \ ith the peace of the country*ncl 
the inieicft of the comptny. 

Lord Cine, gtrferal Carn«c and Mr SjkesheW 
the Purnfea, according to the cuilom of ihe coun 
try, ond to ihcf ideas which they pretended to "n 
tsrta n ci the c< mpany's honour and irrircfc 
cxc-ei'ency the nabob lat in qunlity ofNazim, and 
lord Clive toch his pi ce as ccllttlor <f ihertve 
nues ft r lusrnajeft^, They thought if by nomcans 
advif able to deviaic ujen flight cccafons, frrm 
the elloblilhed forms andctiflorr-! of the annii'-r- 
fary, and therefo c acceptid for thenifcUcs ard for 
fhc other nremb-rs of the cturcil, the ufusl pm- 

fenfs 
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fents of aiJrefs and elephant to each of them. Ti^U 
c\p nee had formerly been charged to the govern^ 
ment anti v/as now brought to the. company’s ac- 
count , but as the amount was inconfideiable, they 
uoal 1 not introduce any mnovalton that rnight tend 
to lefiln their dignitv in the eyes of the people. 
The zemindars and other public officers confented 
ro ply to the amount of g aoo,ooo, as firft fruits 
of the enfmng collc&ons The collection for the 
province of Bengal was this )ear 14.0 lacl^ Mt 
Campbell attended the noble prefidtnc. at Mooiejil 
as mint-mafter, to explain .and conduCta Icheme 
propofed by the fcleft committee, for cflabhfhng 
a gold currency 

The directors, m the courfe of the war againll 
CoHiiTi Ally Kawn, condemned the demand which 
had b»*cn made of the Giflipore country, and the 
intention of co-iqu-ring Sujah T)ow lab’s country 
far the king, requiring them to adopt fome fyftcm 
which might clearly mark, put the barriers of the 
pjuntry government and theirs, and ordering the 
(IrnSrelt enquiry to bt made, whether any contri- 
butions hid been exaited by the fervants from the 
nabob Nudjum al Dowlah, on his fuccefHoi to the 
fubihlhip 

7 he fclcift committee ..ppomted by the houfe of 
commoris having rcqoejftcd lord Clive to fay, whe- 
ther in his opinion, the grant of the dewannee was 
really a grant from a prmce, who from hi» fituatioh 
It thii time, might be fuppofed capable of beftow- 
ing fuch conccfTions , or, whether it \ns an inftru- 
ment executed as a piece of form, which his lord- 
fhip thought It expedient to take from political mo- 
tives he referred to the public records of the 

com- 
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company,- wherein the actual fituatlon of ih6 
Mogul was delcribcd. He faid, the Mogul had at 
that timc,fomet.houfjutd8 of men in arms ; and in 
regard to lands and revenues to pay them, he be- 
lieved he was in poflellion of Illahabad, and tHt 
Sujah Dowlih and many princes of the counuy, 
made him large prtfenu. And being aflted, if the 
Mogul wasat that lime wholly dependent on the boun- 
ty of iheEnglifh for protc£tion,andcv'cn fobfifirnccj 
he faid, he did not know that the Englilh afforded 
him any fubfiftcnce at that time, nor rill the ar- 
ticles of* peace were fettled ivith Sujah Dowlah”, 
vdien the treaty was made, thsl: he fhould have 
particular pofTcfllons, bnd,a certain annual fth 
pend j that he ccrfainly expected alBllancc from 
thcEn^lifhj but that if he had been dlfpofed do 
afk for afliflancc from other powers,, all Indoftan 
was open to him, and particularly theMoratros: 
that the Mogul was not in the power of the Eng* 
lifli army at the time he granted the dewanneepbuE 
washisonn mafler to do as he pleafcd,' though 
his povv'cr in Bengal was totally annihilated." And 
being afkcd, who put the Mogul in.pofleflion of 
Illahabad ? he faid, the company did ; and he 
did not know of his having any other pofTeflions 
at that time, and could not fay wheiheri as the 
time was fo'ihort, he had collected any of the 
revenues of the place, or made any arrangement 
of government, from the time he was put in pof- 
fefiion of it, to the time of granting the dewan* 
nee. And being afked, if the mogul could have 
refufed the grant of the dewannee, provided the 
•Englifh had infilled upon it, wirhout rifquing his 
own view ^ he faid, it was certainly his incereft 

to 
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to grant it to the company, \\ ho might have taken^ 
it without his confcnc; whether they would 
haaT done -fo, his lordlhtp could' ,not fay : 
that there was flill.fo much rcfpcift for the great 
-Mogul, that the iiidcpendant nabobs. applied to 
him for their confirmation, which confirmation is 
generally attended with confiderablcprefcnts from 
the princes fo confirmed, who gave them to the 
perfon they, apply to as Mogul ; that at the time 
of granting the dewannee, the Mogul was at Illa- 
habad ; that his fon was then reigning at. Dcbli,‘ 

, but always acknowledged that he afted under his 
father; but his lordfhip could not fay, whether 
the father acknowledged the fon to be his dele- 
gate : and being alkcd, if be could particularize 
iany nabob who made prefents on application, for 
confirmation to the M<^1 at Illahabad ? he faid, 
Nujutnul Dowlahdid. " ' ‘ 

Gencral^ Carnac being alkcd, if 'the -Mogul; 
when he granted the dewannee, w'as 'in fuch A 
fituation as to induce him to fuppofc it was a vo- 
luntary grant, and ‘that he was in poflenion of 
fuch authority as could icnabld him to do it ? 
faid, that shah' Allum was really, to all intents 
andpurpofes, the great Mogul, as much as any of 
?his predeceflbrs, in proof of which he enjoyed 
the two .‘great honours annexed to their dignity,, 
equally with his predeceflbrs, viz. the cootba, 
or prayer for* him as king,' was univcrfally read, 
and money coined in his name throughout the 
whole crapiic. That fince the invafion of Nadir,, 
the , diflant'provinccs had been very deficient ' in 
the payment of the roj'al revenues ; but that, to 
*Hs certain knowledge, the complimentary nazars. 
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or prcfcnts, ucrc fcnt to Shah AHiini by Ire 
rcighbouniiff pro\mcts; ?niJ as he bchcNcd il’c_ 
pro\Incc of JXhll paid a )carl) allowance to his 
fo«, who rcfidctl there as hW delegate : that thtre. 
is 1)0 doubt, but the Huglifi) might hate forced ihtf 
grant of the citwannee from the Mogul* if the) 
thought it prudent or juft fnto do; but tl.a'luch 
a proceeding would have o cited a general odium 
againft the linglifh throughout all indoftm, and 
that no fuel) force was impofed on him : that he 
give it voluntarily, and had ofiered it to the wit-* 
nefs before : that his intereft was concerned in the 
grant, for there was fccurcd to him a much norc 
confidcrable annuity than would probahl) ham 
been paid him bvan> nabob; that the mogul had 
been m the hands ot Sujah Doulah, who made 
uCe of the TO) al name to collet the rc% cuv'cs trom 
the adjacent prostnccs; but that, tipon the de- 
feat of Sujah iJowlah, he again furrenvUred him- 
fclf to the EngUft), and was bv thtm intefted 
with the provinces ofKorah and ’llhhabad in full 
foNcrcigntv : that at the time of granting the dc- 
wannee, his mere dcpendarcc was upon ihcXag- 
lifti; that i part of the companj’s troops ucrc- 
attcnding him at Illahabad, and that he neser 
■was without fomeof them while general Carnac 
remained m the country; for the mogul was jea- 
lous of Sujah Dcvwlal), and would ha%., beenvery 
uneaf) without them. 

It IS maniftft to all the world, that the mogul 
was fo circii nftanced, that it \vas not in his 
power to refufe the grant of the dewannee to the 
company ; and general Carnac's c\idcnce corro- 
borates this opinion. The firft poonah for Bei> 
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^ai,' fince the company became pofTefTcd of tli 3 ‘ 
dewannec, was held the 29th of April, ‘'17661 
and tlie company approved, that the forms efta- 
bliflied by lord Clive at the folemnit) of the 
poonah, (hould in future be obferved ; and \vhq.fl 
the governor is not prefent, the refident at the ' 
diirbarreprefentSthekiogVdivan. 'Orders had been 
iflbed from the court of dire^Vors," to enquire par- 
ticularly into the circumftances of the death ^of 
Nujum ul Dow'lah, a report prevailing, that he 
had been poifoned. / The ‘committee appointed 
by the houfc’ of commons*,' defired'Mr^ Sykes to 
relate what he knew upon that fubjeft. 'He in‘* 
formed the committee, that to the beft of his re- 
mcmbranccj when lord .ChvcJ general Carnac# 
and feveral othergentlemcn, were on their way to 
Patna, in’ 176^, lus lordfhlp proceeded from 
Maxadabad to a garden# called Seradbaueh t that 
the nabob being delirous o‘f waiting on his lord- 
Ihip at the garden, the witnefs accompanied him ' 
thither, where he Hard till ten or eleven o’clock at 
night i that Mahomed Reza Kawn was alfo pre- 
fent, and that his excellency complained then very 
much of being' indifpofed, and Mr. S>ke5 ad- 
vifed him to return to the city, and bot expofe hiS 
perfon to the cold j he having, as it appeared to 
him, then an ague fit upon ‘him; and chat he 
V ent to his owa houfc ' accordingly.' Mr. Sykes 
hearing the next day, upon inquiry, that he Was 
W’orfe, went to fee him, and found that he was 
confined to his bed m a high fever : that hey^on- 
tlnued growing worfe three or four days, in which 
time the witnels made him tw^o or three vifits j 
that his excellency, the third or fourth day of his 
VoL. III. 2 z illnefs/ 



illnefs,' ferit. word he fhould be glad tolcc hifflC 
"that' he Went' accordingly, . 'and on Ins arrival 
found him dclirloUs . and conviilfcd ; , that ^ he re- 
tnained very near ^him'itjll he' died, vyhich vus 
a^but^wohours'after hU arrival, that he heard. 
foWe' rumours from the-preftdehey 'at' Calcutta, 
that he had'nbt fair play^ aiid that he was 'brought 
to ah 'untimely 'end ; dn confequehee of which, he r 
applied to tHc deceafed nabob's mother^ itp heafjf 
fhe chtertaihed any idea of that naturej that flie 
"aflufed him.ihe did not, and that if , there hH ^ 
.been any fufpiclon in the nabob’s niind, hc vvould 
certainly have' menti^-ned, it:" that Mr. Vcrdli' 
irientioned in a’privatc letter, that there wasTucji 
a rumour iti Calcutta,' and that it was ’levelled’ at 
3ord Cliv'e/'arid the gcnllcmcn in admihiftration^ 
by ^eir enemies. Mr. Sykes!.iaid,' he l/elieycd 
the nabob.' drank jfbmc- Ice water, which', as. he 
was jll^before,' was ‘.improper for his ';lituaiiQnJ. 
and that be 'does not rccblledt there was ' an'y'CQ* 
tertaihmdnt '.but' what, tbe'habob brought 
him'for'bis own family ’; that ari irfc^lar way; of 
livingjW'grofs habit- 'of ' body j and'fondncfs of- 
tvomen, .haftehed his '"death'; .that he had the 
nereal difeafe-tb a fcverc degree ; and that, when 
he 'yifitcdhina'ihWis'illncfs, he imputed his ap* 
proVchihg ‘death both to the fever.and the venereal 
ilifeafet thathe had'bCcn Ml thrcc’or ‘four^ days' 
when he vifited loflj Clive at Seradbaugli, aiid had 
a';fcvcf on'him at'that time ; jh'af he took tlie ice 
xvarer himfelf.' ■ I'And'being' a/ked, .if.any! .'indivi- 
diialWas benefited by'‘hlsdeath“? he faicl, he be- 
lieved'hot ; 'but ’the Eaft-India corhpariy^ xlid, as 
they took.thU opportvwuty of reducing tlic allow* 

.ahce'i 



-ance that was made for'the militar)’ cdabiifiimcnt 
of the former nabob, byjeducing it from , fifty- 
five lacks of rupees a year, to rupees 41, 8 t, 
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General Carnac faid, that as he \sas going up 
the country,' he uent through Muxadabadi where 
the nabob was^^^ill; that he waited on his^cx-^ 
’oellency, and found htm in fpS'iolcnt a putrid 
{ever, that he ufed every argtimcnt tp^prevent his 
going to takelcare of lord Chre, who vyas then a 
few miles bey ond the city at Scradbaugh’; that, to 
his great furprife, the nabob came thither, and, 

' in a few days aftcr^, heard ^of his dcathi 'at which, 
'knowing the dangerous fituation' in which he left 
,hlm, and being of a grofs habit of body, h6 was 
,Tio ways furprifed j and that he was a very intern- 
'perate young man. 'And being aflcccl, ifheknew 
-any inftance of a nabob, 'or any other pcrfpn of 
. the country, being put to death by the^ Englifh, 

, except in battle > lie faid, he did not"{^apd con- 
cluded, by^affirmin| the nabbb]^had intiihatcd to 
, him hisicomplaint w*asja putrid fever, ' called la 
Jndoftan the* ave Fever, which^is attended with an 
itching at the nofe, and reputed incurable. ^ y ' 
The court of dire^ors having received intelli- 
^genceof the enormous abufes^ committed by the 
company ’sfervants in the inland trade,, inagenc- 
ral letter to their prefident and council in Bengal, 
{hewed their difapprobation of fuch' unfair pro-? 
^ cecdings in the ^following words; ' ' • 

X our ^deliberations on the inland trade have 
laid open‘m\is, a feepe of moft cruel oppreflion, 
which is indeed’cxh.ibitcd at one view in the na- 
h^?b’s complaints. The poor of this country, who * 
K , " ' " ufe4 
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to our orders Ar«« 2 nd a difobcdience 

praSices, we find the mnft 
Ai-ang the net,ve. , n * “"W'-rf'nar) one of 
he prfee wWh n ^oods bej ond the mar 

If thegoodAf anv o7o 

off to l!ie“ve°vVrf 0''f <«'’2hts hate been put 
Ploy’s inveflmenr,’ 'they* ha« “4™"' 
fl^tjrant breach of triZ ^ of a 

ufurped^Ahe cAVam?^”" r''''‘l'g« 

fell detriment of Th^e nabob 'b"“’ ‘° 
company .„ unneceffar^wars’ "S=Se<HI>e 
hie lives were lofim the '“hia 

privileges here mew „r of them The 

warranted inland trade, Tn ‘«h “ 

fervaniswcregencralh rone “ . compani s 

prejudice of their emploverr'l"^' 

affairs in diftrefis and*d,BT”'; *^1 involving ihor 
injurious to the countrv end manifeltly 

private intereft of indTv §°'frnmcnt Thus the 
fo the general i^o^d J)p ,'uJ^ ‘'"=n preferred 

rhe lyth ofOdtob-r „L ,i " regiihtions of 
"rrade confined to’th- rt’,, i 
n cev, -nd,\luiftaj'fi,^j“P“l nines of 1-alna, 
tno and i half pc' cent d,^i 1’“^ '"E 'Im mholi 

Ihn oh^caionsarifingfrotn rhe'’dCr;:r4f;em: 
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Elnd.'tlie injury to his revenues ; for if they pai^ 
6nly two and a half per cctiu and the counir)’ pea* 
pic twenty, or perhaps forty per cent, it wnz as 
nuich a monopoly as c’.cr. _ • 

jsjjah Do’wlah^ Insing experienced the afeen-. 
dency of the iCnghlh arms, tried to rtcoscr by po» 
licy, Ashai he had loft by pufiilanimtty, and siapi 
< 5 f difcipline in his army. It feems general Carnac 
fought lor his fricndflup, and perfuajed lord Chvc 
that ho might become a faithful ally, provided hjs 
lordfhip did not urge him todcfpair. Mr. Carnao 
was of opinion, that from the regard the nabob 
vizier was held in throughout the country, even in 
his prefentdiftref, 'would prove a much better fc- 
curity to our, frontier,' than any one we could put 
in thdfe dominions , in. his room^. Hearing lint' 
Sujah IDowlah was drawing near, he ftnt captain 
Swinton with I^ajah ShtUabroy to meet him. He 
arrived on the evening, Mav aoih, 1765, on the 
oppofitc fide of the' river, and immcdiaidy crofied ' 
ir with his broihci-inMaw SoLir Jung, and a very 
fev/ followers, in order to wait upon the Enclillv 
general. 

Mr. Carnac received him with all poffible marks 
of diilinclion,, at v/hich ihe nabob exprefied much" 
fatisfadtioiL. .He Teemed however, a good deal dc-' 
jcflcd at his prefent condition, which bore s’cry 
hard upon him. He mud have 'found himfclf 
without rcfourcc, or he w'ould not have fubmitted 
to fucha condefeenfion, bung the mod confidcra- 
ble man m the empire, and.ofj an uncommonly 
’iiig'n fpirir.' It was a good ^licy in the company''s 
drvints, to behave wUh gcncrofity towards a per- 
fbn, who had all along bore a high fcputanon. in 
Indoftan. 


Pre\ious 
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Ffcvious to this meeting, general Carnac hid 
^ceived from Sujah Dmdah the following letter, 
dated May' i9ih, 3765. 

‘ Ic is known all over the world, that the illuftri* 
ous chiefs of the Englllli mtion-are conRantand 
Unchangeable in their fricndflnp, which my heart » 
fully perfuaded of. The late dtRurbances, were con- 
trary 10 myincUnatlons j liut it was fo ordered by 
Providence. I now fee things in a proper Jight, 
and have a Rrong defirc to come to you , and I am 
perfuaded you will treat me in n manner befitting- 
your own honour. You have HicwU great favours 
looiheis ; when you become acquainted with m«, 
you will fee with your own eyes, and be thorough- 
ly fenfible of my attachment, from which I w«il 
never depart while I have life. 1 am this day, the 
'^6ih of the, moon arrived at Bllgram/' ^ 

' ' ^Vtth hts own hand. 

- r 

My Friend, . 1 

1 regard not wealth, ‘not governmert of coun- 
try; your favour and friendfijip is all I defire. 
Pleafe God,’ I will be with you x-cryl foon, when 
►you will do for mewhatyoo think belt,'' , 
General Carnac, anfuerthe 24th of May 3765, 
‘I have been' favoured with your letter, declaring 
your intentions of coming tome, 6cc. 

*‘The receipt of this letter gave me great plea- 
iiire ; you was before Unacquainted whh our cul* 
toms, and difpofitions f thanks be to God, thit 
you are now become fenfible of the juRire and up- 
'righc intentions of the Englilh. ‘Now that you are 
picafcd to come to me in a friendly marner, yoi^. 

nay 



depend on the befl reception in ifty poweij^ 
fuuablc 10 our cuftoms ; and 1 will not be 'defici- 
ent in forwarding whatcrer is realonable for jour 
interefi: ; and when your excellency Iball Ihcw a 
real attachment to the Englifli, their fricndlhip to- 
wards you m return will be manifeft to the whole 
world : you may with perfect confidence come 
here, as to your own^houfe, and to ihcfe that wiHi 
yourwelfare, &c.’' * ^ , 

' Indeed every appearance of 'infulc and violence 
to a perfon of Sujah Dowlah^s charafiter was to be 
carefully avoided," in the terms they were to de- 
rhand. » Lord Clive -who did fet out for the army, 
Tettle'd the preliminary articles, and adjufted a plan 
of pacificaijon with the .vizier. ' His lordflup^s end 
was cffeiftually an/wered' by a perfonal -interview 
with Sujah Dowlah, as it did lead him to a dire<f^ 
knowledge of hisTcal fentiments In the courfc of 
their conterences. Htslordlhip flattered himfelf to 
have ftipuJaied fuch conditions with Sujah DowJah, 
to have formed fuch connexions with the country 
powers, and purfued fuch means, as were thouzer 
necefTary ^to the company’* iniercft* *and the 'Ob- 
taining a fafe and lading peace i but the evcK hes 
fhewn fmee, that the influence he defigned o csthr- 
tain by force of arms, xtasdedruXiveof tharcce*- 
mcrcial < fpirii, ‘ which it w as his iordfhip^s d-rrr r-y 
promote 5 was ruinous to the^ compaz", a-id c--- 
preffive to the country. He Ihoula isirc «srt£i 
-his uimofl endeavours-to conciliate ebr sStftiors of 
the country powers, tish'jfy 

had naturally conceived of our ardcon- 

• Vince them chat wc aimed tor at cczctvib srd do- 
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fhihion, but'recurlty in carrying on a frcc’trfdf/ 
equally beneficial to the company and thenativesi 
The French and EngHfti companies having 
agreed to fettle amicably all differences. Mr. Law, 
the French commiflary, arrived onthcscoall of 
Coromandel, and having received the rcfticotion? 
there to be made to his nation, he- proceeded to 
JJengal, and on the 15 th of June was put in pof- 
feflion of Chandernagore by Mr. George Vanfit-, 
tarr, appointed on this occafion the commiSary 
for his Britannic nirycftyi He appointed depu* 
tics for receiving the fubordinatc fcitlcmcnts’ .vt 
Sydabad,' Dacca, Jugdea, and Balaforc, and the 
two firftplaccs were accordingly rcliorcd. With 
refpedt to the Balaforc fadlory^ fomc objeclioas 
occurred upon its not being in the condition re* 
qulrcd by the terms of the treaty, which pre- 
vented its being made over immediately:. Mr* 
Law, however, gave his orders for its being IC' 
eelved m.hs prcfcac (late, leaving thofe circom** 
Hanccs to bcadjuBcd bctivcca the two compnics. 
Upon further accounts, from the reljicdUve com* 
miniirics, he did further fet forth the title of 
the French company to two fpots of ground at 
Singhia and Clnipnah, near Patna, which in the 
Illfe manner redored upon his appointment of 2 
perfon to^ rccei\e them. Copies of the .ifls of 
rcfiitutlon ofChandcrnagorc were fent to the di* 
redtors of the Lnglilh company, 

Mr. Law made to the prcfident and council of 
Calcutta, a rcpiefcmaiioo, touching the incon* 
vcnler.ccs and difitcuUtes the French compan) and 
their agents would be expofed to from our dirf^^ 
adherence to the terms of the treitv. which rc- 

ftria 
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llndi: them from creaking fortiScntions, or enter- 
taining ani' troops in thefe prot inccs, accompa- 
nied by the copy of an anfver on the fubjeft, the 
original whereof he had before communicated to 
lord C>i\x, which the miniftcr,' for’the India af-^ 
fairs had, OP his departure from France received, 
from the fecrctary ol ftate ; he therefore exprefled 
his hope, that the Englidi'cdmpany would be in- 
duced to allow the French a ftmll* number of 
armed Europeans and feapQ)S) dith a few pieces 
of cannon,-* find a proper lodgment to which they 
might retire in cafe ot any furprife from the coun- 
try people, aiFuring us pirtjcularly, that he meant 
not to elude in the Icall by this appheatloh, the 
effeft of the conditions of the treaty. 

. The prcHdent and council^of Calcutta having 
properly confidercd the lame, agreed with a re- 
fers c to the company, of the fight of withdrawing 
the terms'v hcnci or they might have renfon to 
apprehend an* improper ufe of them, to permit 
one officer and twenty European infantry, with 
one hundred fcapoys to be entertained* at 
Chandernagore, and fifty of the latter at each of 
the fubordmates ; alio to allow them a wall at 
Chandernagore, fuch as they formerl) had at 
Coffimbuzar, and twenty pieces of cannon, not of 
a he i\ier weight than fix pounders, for the pur- 
'pofe of falutes* on the ufinl bccafioiis; which 
would at the fame time full) anfwcr the end of 
impofmg a proper refpedt on the country people ; 
they turther agreed, to allow the Flench five arcil- 
Itxy Witw fos working thefe guns j and haMng 
Communicated tlieir determination to Mr. Eaw, 
they received his thanks in the name of the na- 
• tion for the fame ; and a further afiiirance that no 
VoL. in, 3 A improper 



iroprcpfr ufc would be made of ary induJgcrcs 
tfu' Eogliih companj' mlgjhr grant them. 

He made alfo an application, for a foppl^ of 
nine thoufand mounds of falr-perre, on thclatrc 
terms as the Dutch, to afiift in complcating their 
cargoes from hence and their other fcttlcments; 
and having found b\ advices horn Patna, th^t 
the DngUlli company’s invefiment that feafon 
would enable them without any inconvenience to 
complj^thcrcwirhjthci agreed to fparc the French 
according!} the qu'»ntit)' required; rcniaihing, 
however, to Hr. Lw, at the fame time, thattio 
right to rnj part of this branch of commerce uis 
from hence to be cflabliflicd, though they fliould 
with equal readmefs afliA the French companj, 
when it could be done with the fame convt* 



E 3i 

lions, in cafe of a'/vacancy ; and being sc c5ia 
tinac deiirous of- having the' third, it w^as agreed - 
ro appoint him rhcfeto-accordingly. _ . ./•’* 

\'.Sir Robert Fletchcr.becamem confcquence^ lieui . 
tenant-coIoncl .of the firft battalion ; -and it wasal- 
■fo agreed to- promote major. Pcacli to - the fecond, 
till the point of priority in': rank Between' him and 
major Champion was -.determined by the anfwer of 
ther-direftors-.to.the applications ■ made ’ to them, ' 
refpedbing that gentleman arid SirRoberc'Fjctcher; 
.:r. Proceeding.- then to' ihe third appointment of 
lieutenant colonel,)lQrd.Clive further informed/ tlie 
board,- that .on his arrival -ac ' the ,capc, he found 
-there,-, on. ^his pafTage to Eiifdpe, .major Charles 
.Chapman, of .his.majcfty's’feventy-ninth regimeriti 
.and ihat.-Meflrs. Sumner and, Sykcs'with'cbloners 
Smith arid Barkcf.reprefented to himl,’ thac'as* the 
number .of held officers was not complete, ‘ac- 
, cording to the ‘c(VabUffimenc,.and ’.opportunity’ of^ 

. fered in-their opinion,., of doing tlte company great 
fervice,dby; incroduciQg‘ that gentleman as one, 
having on-account of Iris particular meric. been fo-' 
liciced) by-the prehdent and council 'to remaitriac 
.' Fort Sf, George,, -in the.- command of djcir troops 
, under -general Lawrence, wHioh although he had 
. "declined, he .was -williDg to ^come to Bengal with 
'hls lordlhip, provided , he, bad rank , next to major 
.-Peach.' ^hat he joined in- fentimerit with thofo 
-'gentlemen, and brought the major * here ‘accord- 
•ingly, -under- fuch a promife ;Vaqd his lo'rdihip there-' 
...fore -propofed .he fbouid have this appointmenr, 

. triot doubting in the lead the;direftors confirmation 
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. Some debate paflTed at the board on thts occalior,’ 
upon v.hich his lordftiip mfoimed them, d.at m 
Miiue of the povcr \efttd rn him, ihe council 
fhould certainly grant the commiPion m qucftion, 
but would \i ifli to have their concurrence, and ds- 
flred the fentimenis of the feveral members migh 
be colledlcd, and major Chapman was appointed 
the third Heutenant-colonel. 

Majors Champion and Snbberr, and captain 
Hugh Grant v’erc afterwards appointed the majors 
of the three battalions ; and in confideraiionot the 
long and faithful fervices of captain^ Chrlftian 
Iifher, and as (he former objedtion to promoitng 
him was now removed by the appointment of lo 
many officers of fuperior rank, a major’s brevet 
was alfo granted to him. ■ » 

Before colonel Smith proceeded tojoin the army# 
the council received a rcprcfcntni.on from hitn» 
touching his appointments at the preiidtrey of 
Calcutta } fetting forth, that he was pofitirely afih* 
red he was to fuccced to all the fame, both cit-il 
■and military, which general Caniac held then in 
the fervice j and e^prefling therefore his furprtfe^t 
finding himfelf on his arrival, precluded from the 
former, in confcqucrce of the inlUuSions of d’* 
directors, which expreldy fay, That after die 
death and departure of the general, no officer ffiall 
have a conflant feat at the board without the leatc 
of the directors, but only v’hen niilitary affairs 
are under ronfideration ; the council offered it 
their opinion, that the commanding officers of the 
troops, fiiould upon all occafions have a feat at the 
board. 

Lord 
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Lojd Clive'’cntercd a reprefentatioti and com- 
plaint a^ainil Mr. Burdett, for‘having in hh office 
of zemindar confined -and detained, after applica- 
linn for his releafe, an overfecr of boats, employ- 
ed by his lordfliipon thcoccafion of an intended 
expedition up ibe coYimty, to take upon him tho 
command Of’ the artny, and fettle affairs with the 
powers in thefe parts : Mr. Burdett no: being 
pteftnt at tins confukation ; an order was immedi- 
ately iltued to him for the man's enlargement : and 
lus rinfiver to ‘the fame having been received, af- 
ligningthe reafons for his proceedings, which did 
not appear fufficienr, and conceived in'terms deem- 
ed tuirefpedlful to the board, khey determined that 
Jie fhould make a proper acknowledgment Ixnh to 
lord CUve and thcmfelvcs* Mr, Burdett com- , 
phed afterwards with the determination ; and his 
lordlhiphavingdefifcd to be acquainted therewith> 
it was accordingly commomcatccl to him ; but Mr. 
Burdett entered a minute on the ftyleof his letter, 
and this being likcwife iranfmittcd to his lordffiip, 
he confirmed the opinion he had before given of 
that gentlcmar’s coadufl, ia terms which determi- 
ned Mr. Burden, having before intimated his in- 
tention of returning this fcafon into Europe, to fit 
no longer at the boatvl ; and he alfo refigned the 
company 's fcr\ ice accordingly. 

Lord Cine delivered hace a minute, fetting 
forth, “ That he, could not accufe hiriifelf of har- 
ing given any caufe for the rcfcntmenc expreflld 
by Mr. Burdett, and his opinion concerning his rc- 
prclentaiion ; referring Co a letter from Rajah. 
X)johbram to Mr. Sumner, when prefidenr, in 
rcfpttV to a note cf band for a fum of'moncy , vduch 

he 



C 374 1 

te rcprefented he had given fo Mr, Burdett, ilpofl 
the nabob’s accellion to the government, under the 
promife of his endeavours to 'procure him a fhirr 
in the admintdration, which he had nc^c fulfilled, 
and therefore fohciting Mr< Sumner’s afufiance for 
the recovery thereof. 

The feiedt committee ordered Mr< Sykes topr> 
cced to Murfhadabad on affaire of importance, and 
to fet out accordingly without lofs of ctmci Mefirs. 
Leycefter and Gray diflenied upon the occafion, 
not being able to judge of the objedt of Mr. Sykes’s 
commiffion, or the neceflity of his appointment ; 
and as Mr. Middleton, a member of the board, 
was already ftationed refident at the durbar, to 
iranfaft whatever points of bulinefs might occur 
with the country government had afted in that 
capacity to the entire fatisfadtion of the council, 
and could not be fuperfeded wltliout a reflrction on 
liis ability to conduit fuch bufinefs. The pro- 
ceedings v/ere aftervards hid before the board, 
when thofe gentlemen conhrmed theit dilTcnb 
cffetming Mr. Middleton Uill the proper perfon to 
rranfait the bufinefs intrufted to Mr S^kes ; and 
upon Mr, Midd'eton receittrg information from 
the fcledl committee of this appointment, he ad- 
dreffed the board, fctimg forth, hou much it muft 
lefien the w tight and influence wh.ch It wasabfo- 
lucely neceirary he fhould maintain in Ins ffation* 
and that he could not, with any credit to hitn- 
fclf, rcm.ain in it longer; more cfpeciallv s® 
)ord Cfne told him, on his way, that it wiS 
intended to remove him ftiortly»'and plaCc Mr* 
Svkcs in his room; and fbhcinng, in confe- 
tiuencc, the chicf.fhip of Patna, which became 

vacant 
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vncant a few clays bcforcj by the fu'cldcn death of 
Mr. Billers ;• to this he was accordingly appoint- 
ed, and ordered' to proceed im'nediatcly, dcli- 
vermt^overto the chief at Cofficnbnzar fuch bufi- 
ntfs as he had been intrufted with from the board. 
Air. Sumner being the onl)" member of thi com- 
mittee then prefent, minuted at the fame time, a 
declaration on thoir part, that no reflexion what-1 
foever on Mr. Middleton, nor derogation from 
his neceffary weight and influence as public refl- 
dent, was intended by them, fetting forth the 
impropriety of charging any other than a member 
of the committee with the management of bufi- 
nefs, which had not been difclofed to the coun- 
cil, as an argument for his fatisfadtion. Mr, 
Sykes having proceeded conformably to hU depu- 
tation, returned to the prcfidency with lord Clive; 
and Mr, Vcrelft having been called to Calcutta to 
take his feat in the committee, reflgncd rlic chief- 
Ihip of Chittagong' fadiory, in which Mr. Play- 
dell fuccccded him ; and, vipon the refignation of 
Mr. Johnftone, he was appointed bj the com- 
mittee to the charge of fupervifor of the Burdwan 
revenues. MetTrs. Charlcoo'^aid French wxrc, in 
confequence of the majority of the board, or- 
dered from Pecca to take their feats in the coun- 
cil, and Mr. Sumner diflented thereto, in his own 
and the name of the committee a rcvhal of the 
meafure. 

, Lord Clive, during his abfcnce at Binaras, 
wrote a letter to the committee, reprefenting his 
cn^ejVcTjanTrpany'V cMcto a moiecy 01 " o\e 
. nio.ney obtained there by the army, m confcqucnce 
t/f the deed of gift from the king to the company, 

of 
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of fuch proportion of all plunder, &c. rhirh 
fliould be taken in Indh by his forces on land, ard 
their cdtrs, putting ihvirov'n military on the lame 
footing, and rcfcrvtng to them the other mokijr. 
He, sc the fame time pointed our, as an argumcnf, 
the llipulation in fivoijr of the company, of one 
half of wlnr Ihoold betaken at Maneila, efietm- 
ing It a (imilar cafe uifh the one in queftion. 

Jt having appeared, on reference lo the regifiers 
of council before his lordihip’s arrival, that the 
board confidcred the faul money as a voluntar) gilt 
from the merchant*, rather than a nnlom for the 
town obtained by military force ; and that, for the 
rcafons afligned, they thought ' proper to confmc 
to the ■army’s receiving U, without rcfervlnwany 
claim to the company } the oilier members did bo^ 
thinl:, this being the cafe, that a demand on tfiem 
for a Hiarcof the money could now with any pro- 
priety be made. 

* Lord Chve, emongfl his military regtilationij 
propofed for the better regulating- the pay of the' 
army in future, and the prevention of any abufes, 
that there ihould be feparatc paj-mafters, with 
deputies, and a comroifTary, to each brigade ; and^ 
the board having agreed with him In the propriety 
of cheCe ap^miments, the nay-mafters were ac- 
cordingly nominated. 

Commodore Tinker having received from the 
hte nabob, Mcer Jaffier, a grant of 1,250,000 
rupees, as a donation to hicntelf and the fquadron 
under his command, for their fervices in the «ar, 
againft Me-rCofTitn, he prefented to the board, 
on his depanursr, a tranflation of the fame, andre- 
queTted the’ir alTiftance in procanrrg regular pay- 
ments 
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TTjcnts conformably to thetcrmsj to wliah the 
beard replied, cxprcfiing ihcir fatisfa<5iioj» at the 
nabob’s having thought proper to confidcr the Icr- 
\ices of the Iquadron, and afluring Mr. Tucker, 
that fo far a*? it might appear to them in his power 
confidently with the pctfoirntncc of the engage- 
ment of tins treaty^ the commodore might depend 
on their compliance with hts application. Mr. 
Tucker, and other officers agents, having addrefled 
the board for payment, and inclofed the tranfia- 
tion of a letter from the prefent nabob, with a 
confirmation of his father’s grant, folicttcd their 
interpofition for procuring them the amount due ; 
leprcfenttng, v'Uh a view of adding weight to their 
application, that many officers and men of the 
fquadron having contraded debts during their 
abode in Calcutta, their drafts on the donation 
had, upon the ftrength of the board’s* promife, 
teen accepted In difeharge thereof, by merchants 
of the place, whofe private fortune had already 
fufTcred, and muft flill fuffer more by any farther 
delay of payment. 

The reprefentation having been confidered’and 
debated on, the majority of'xhe board were of 
opinion ; that in confequence of our acquifiiion of 
the dewannees of thofc provinces, and the agree- 
ment thereupon made with the nabob, by which, 
after the fiipulations for the king^ and his excellen- 
cy, the remaining part of the revenues devolves to 
the company, they could not of thcmfclves deter- 
mine upon the fubjeft, but referred It to the dec!- 

f}on of the dtre£iors 

Mr. Leycefter, agreeably to his intimation at 
the laft meeting of t|ic board, delivered in the 

^ Vou III. 3 B following 
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follovvlng minute on theftylc of the nabob’s leifer 
to the fcJc< 5 t committee, entered on their procted* 
ings then perufed. ,'t\ ' ' 

The nabob’s addrefs to the fekft committee 
is a mod extraordinary protludlion, i\hethtr the 
matter or dj Ic of it is taken into confideration» 
Inis an appeal to thefe gentlemen againft the con* 
dudt of a committee of the board, from whom, I 
fuppofe, he would ha\e had redrefs, had he been 
able to fupport a complaint of this nature j butfo 
far from that, I believe, he has repeatedly evprcf* 
•fed his content and fatisfaidion in many letters to 
the governor. M’’hcther I confider . myfelf as a 
iUember of this board, or as a gentleman, I can 
by no mcons allow myfelf to be treated witlT fuch 
Unbecoming language; nor will the board them* 
fdves, I prefume, deem it decent to. have rre 
termed the vacqueel olf Mahomed Reza.Kawn^ 
while I have been aiding by commiinon from the 
board ; and I call )ou, gentlemen, to do mejuf' 
tiw, and mud requeft, before I even rttempt a 
refutation ef the nabob’s aflertions, that you fiiall 
jnlift'on apologies being made for the infulc of- 
fered this board through me; jour filcncc on 
fuch an occafion mud be interpreted into an ap^ 
probation.” 

' ' , (Signed) Ralph Leycefter.' 

The board were in confcquenccunanimouflyof 
opinion, that a lotfcr diould be wrote to the na- 
bob by the prefideor, expreffing, in the ftrongeft 
terms, the impropriety of his udng fuch a dvic in 
any reprefentation he might have occadon to maker 
touehmg the conduct of the members of the 
' board/ 
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laoard, v hicK the preGdent informed them he 
Should do 'iccordinglyi' * " 

And Mr. Lcjccftcr ihcrenpon entered the foU 
Jovingfurthcrminiitesin \mdicaticn of his con- 
duct, on the fubjtifts of thd nabob’s compi tints. 

The honqunbk motueson which 1 acted at 
Muxadabad, lea%e not a wifli to conceal anv part 
pf jnj tranfadljons I have, however, one ob- 
^e^tion to entenng on my defence , I rhinh it 
merits confidcration, how far it appears decent 
and proper to allbw the condu^ of a committee, 
and of courfe the reprefent lUv es of the whole 
board, to be thus arraigned for tnnfactions which 
have not at the time been complained oh As my 
pommiflion terminated a month and a half before 
the authont) of that board expired, which made 
my appointment , T think an appeal fliould only 
havebcen hiadc to thefc gentlemen, for the con- 
formity of my conduct to views w hich the {irefcnfc 
board cannot be futli ample iiulgts of, and that 
the nabob and I may not go on m cndlcfs contr't- 
jdiftion of each other, I beg the mattef may be 
put an forae certain ifftic , and that if the nabob’s 
aflTcrtions appear falfc, the board will determine 
what mealures to purfuc, in order to prevent m 
future fuch unwarrantable attacks, which every 
gentleman muH othenvife be for ever eapofed to, 
who Giall be profecuimg any views that maybe 
injurious to a firft mimftcr or favCunte of tic 
nabob I was aware, that if ever Nundcomcr 
was able to influence the nabob, he would urge 
•everything which maheeand villain) could in- 
vent, out of enmity to me for the fliare I bad m 
his removal. 


I am 
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I am forry to fee the nabob begin his govcrt\. 
menc with a proceeding, that muft create fo much 
uneafinefs and jealoufy between him and lurae mscti- 
bers of the council, and which muft in a. mantier 
deftroy all confidence and cordiality between them ; 
but, as the particular difpUafure cxprefled againi 
me by the nabobs has foUfy been incurred by a 
fteadv purfuit of the company’s welfare, it (lull 
not give me much pain » for I am fcnhble their in* 
tereft would base been fatiihced, hadweauerdtd 
to each idle and cvafive argument, with which 
Nundcomcr took care from time to time to fupply 
him j but, to reply more particularly to the nabob’s 
charge. 

Letters of condobnee' had been wrote from the 
governor on his father’s death; and the firft half 
hour of our firfl interview, was employed in com* 
plimentsof one kindoroiher. We thenacquabt- 
ed the nabob, we had feme private bufineis with 
him, and requeued he would order his attendants 
to retire j and that his brother being young, might 
do the fame, which he complied with without rc- 
luftancc. Mahomed Reza Kawn had already 
been ordered down from Decca by the board ; byt 
it might appear as much as poffible the nabob's 
own 3(51, he was alfo defired to fend a like order. 
He, or rather Nundcomer, were guilty of a Hiame* 
ful impofiiion on our rtfident at the durbar, on 
whofe application the nabob tolel him, orders to 
tliat tficil (hould be fent, but tranfniitied inflruc* 
tions dircdlly contrarj. This was an apparent 
breach of confidence. Mahomtd Reza Kawn had 
however fet out, and the inlx>b was prevailed on 
by us to fend his pervaniiah for that porpofe. 

When 
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'When he Ind fubfcnbcd to the treaty, h'» v\as 
alked whom he chofe to be flatcd on the ra fnud, 
Mahomed Reza Kawn fliould arrive ^ he was 
willing, I believe, to defer ius inftallaiion , in dai- 
ly hopes of receiving fonnudsfrom the 1 ing, from 
■which authority he rather wilbcd to hold his go- 
\ernmcnt The morning before we went to the 
Kellah, \ c acquainted the nabob, that as we had 
particular bufinefs to tranfadtwith him, it would 
be advifeaUle that he fliould receive us in a pri- 
\ate apartment, and not in the dewan connah , 
and that no miftahe fhould happen in this mtfiage. 
It was committed to writing . nor did I ever lee 
the nabob, except the day he was feated on the 
mifnud, in any other apartment than that on which, 
he firft received us It is abfolutely faife, that he 
was told not to fit in his dewnn connah, till Maho- 
med Reza K-wn’s arrival that he muft live in the 
place he was , or, that he mud put a flop to all 
bufinefs Mahomed Ueza Kavvii I Ihmlt, arrived 
the third day after our firftMfit 

Wt found that people about the nabob had en- 
deatoured to inCpire him with a rufpicion of our 
dcfigning to feat Rczi Cawn on the nufniid , but 
when t/c pointed out to him the improbability of 
fuch intent, and how ntcdltfs our prefent deeWra- 
tions in hi favour were, had we any fuch view , 
he fccmfcd fatisfied, and called on us to pledge our 
honour to the perfo mince of the treat), which he 
r‘'ad over two or thre** He evaded 

commg to any paint, wanted to confult t^undco- 
mir ind to hive him bring the piper of idvtce of 
hijdeceafcd fatl er W e knew this vis only la 
ga n tin c, ird that a delay would only incrtafc 

every 
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every difliculty we Isad to contend nkh. \Ve le- 
phei, uecame not to treat with Nundcomar, W 
\\ith him, that the council and the Fnglilh were 
heartily inclined to his intcrck ; and that hcfhould 
on’y confider them as Ins friends and proteftors; 
probably he, was told, it was his beft part to 2 & 
conformably to the council’s fcntiments, fully ex* 
prefled in the treaty. After difciifling over every 
article of the treaty, three or four times, and tak- 
ing pains to make himuntlcrftand it, we prefled his 
acceptance and feemingly fatisfied hi? principal oh- 
- jcdtion ; ftill he defirea to have Nimdcomar's opi- 
nion; but when we faw he had been tutored to do 
nothing without his concurrence, aqd that he was 
fure toencoutage the nabob to the warmalloppofi- 
tion ; wo pointed out to him, the ncccflity of his 
complying with rhe relblutiors of the board, and 
that we could not acknowledge him as fubah^ nil 
he had promifed his aflent ; this was nor, I believe, 
told him m the terms he had ufed, though it was 
my 6rm opinion, -and I believe it was the board s, 
thathe oughtnevcrtobcacknowJedgedonany terms, 
that fhould ftUl leave the foie power in the hands 
ofNcndcomar, whofc chara^er was then, at leafl, 
a very doubtful one. He fpoke at that time, very 
handfomclyof Mahonimcd Reza Kawn, and only 
mentioned, what he (aid about the Dccca collec- 
tion? ; he at Jaft promifed his compliance, and 
Nundcomar and others were called in, and upon 
their beginning to flartobjeftlons, they were lold; 
we were not come to receive their opinion, but to 
negotiate with the nabob. It was propofed, that 
the treaty with his father fhould be fent for j when 
it was firft called fur, \ic were lold a Faguir had 
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the treaty, who was fitiine: upon Meer 
tomb, fome miles fj'om the Kellah 5 but upon find- 
ing fuch evafions would not avail, it was prefently 
produced. 

He then accufed Mahommcd Reza Kawn, to 
have ta^en twenty lacks out of his trcafury, and 
diftributcd it without his knowledge, for fccuring 
his naibfiiip. This is moft ftiameful infinuaiion, 
and as“ it appears indircftly levelled at thofe who 
fupportcd this meafure, I muft take notice of ir, 
though the chief object is to injure Mahommcd 
Reza Kav/n. The opinion I entertain of his un- 
dtfrltanding and integriry^ inclines me to believe 
this agrbundlefs afieciion ^ if he has done fo, I will 
allow 1 have miftaken his character, and iam rea- 
dy to declare on oath, I Kave never received 3 
fingU rupee from. Mahommcd Reza Kawn. The 
other refiedtions thrown out on Mahommcd Re- 
«aKawn, he'will; I hope, bd able to clear up to 
the board’s fatisfadtion 5 and if’ we confider, the 
iirugglenhe nabob has made, to have that villain 
Nundcomer ftill about him, no man will be fur- 
prifed at the jttackfon Mahommcd Reza Kawn, or 
thofe who promoted him ; and when all circum- 
Rances are confidered, I can only be amazed to find^ 
fuch a feeming degree of credit given to the na- 
bob’s afieiiions, which I think mull appear to every 
unprejudiced ptrfon,, the performance of Nundco- 
mer, who has fuch an influence over the nabob; as 
to make him believe all ihbfc enemies to himfelf, 
who ha\e been^ concerned in his removal r-^though 
iouT geni\cTnen were appointed on the deputation, 
and concurred in everynieafurc, Mr. Johnfton^ind' 
l only are named ; Me. Johnllon we are told was 

fup- 



/lippofed (o be prcvioufly at enmity with Nundco* 
xnrr; and I am particularly auaclicd_. by rcafoni 
foppofe, of. my repeated ri-fufal of large offifs 
made me by Nundcomer, for fuppoit. , lam fall? 
perfuaded, that he is the foie author of this addrtfs 
frorn the nabob j and am, I confefs, very much 
provoked, to think, that villain {haUentertainama- 
meniary hope of gratifyirig his refentment, by ta’- 
ging the nabob ro.this attack ; for from himfejf, I 
am pofitive it could not have proceeded. All ihe 
difnculries, and all the uncafinefs we had in exe- 
cuting our commilTion at-the city, proceeded from 
Nundcomcr and bis cieaiuTcs, as we repcawtily 
itvformed the board. The nabob of himfelf made but 
■weak ohjsdlionr, and luch feemed removed by the 
arguments we uled, till he was again tutored by 
Mimdcomcr, when he would flatly contradift hinj* 
feff. 

Me complained to the Jward very bitterly of cur 
proceedings about Kundcomer, when we were or- 
dered to fcod him down, and allcdged that v-C 
obliged him to fign fuch a paper as we thought 
proper. This was Nundcomer’s hft llrugck» 9^ 
leafi, it would Itavc been the lift, had not he and 
ihc nabob been taught to cxptQ: an entire change 
upon the arrival of Lord Clive and the committee. 
As the nabob had confidence enough to e.xcUlm 
againll us to the board in fuch. terms. Why faded 
hlnj to add what he now urges ? The paper, he 
fays, v.as forced from hiro> regarded only NunJ- 
comer. I am firmly perfuaded, that the 
influence, which has on fcvcral occafior.s led trs 
nabob into the'mofl palpable confraJiaions, ha« 
row urged him ro ihde Ihamcful infinuailon'. 
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l:op2S of afliRing Nundcom**! this attack/ on'- 
thofe who promoted his removal No confidence 
^an be placed in ins word arid promife, fo Jong as 
Nundcomer or his creatures have accefs to him ; 
and I aoi fatisfied, if they \Vere removed^ he would 
loon refled: on the impropfiety of his prefent con* 
dudr, and repent of it. i 

I admit the nabob was at fir ft much averfe to the 
appointments the board had made > from the infi-j 
nuaiion§ of Nundcomer^ that we really meant to 
place hiahomed Reza Kawn on the mirnud , when 
he was convinced of our real defign, and had en- 
gaged us to pledge our honours fo the performancf* 
of the treaty / he appeared mo-e fatisfied, and 
probably would have remained fo, had he not been 
encouraged to exp-d: the relcafc and re>‘mftatement 
of Nundcomcf on lord Clive's arrival And if we 
\ ere necelTuitcd to urge foroe points m terms we 
\/ould V ilh to have avoided, we were drove to it 
by the oppofuion wc met with from N undcomer and 
his adherents It was our defire ind our aim to 
treat the nabob with a becoming refpedt , but the 
ft’ugglcs ofthefe people to thwart every raeafure, the 
board had recommended, obliged us now and then 
to enforce them in more pofitive terms, and to ex- 
phin to them the mifchicfs they w ould unavoidably 
draw upon themfeUes by fuch a procedure, and 
how cudently they were facrificmg the nabob’s 
welfare lo their private \ieWs. I always efteerribd 
It ? conteft with the nabob’s othcers, not wnh 
him » the executing the ftrvice v e w c-e fent on, en- 
gaged us in many difagrccable altercations, and it 
could not be accompUfhed without refolution and 
perfeverance, 

Voi. III. 
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Tfie company acquired by th‘s (rcaus an aeditU 
onal income confirmed to them of fixty lacks ot rtJ-^ 
pees,perannum; had the whole miluar} force of th 
province in their on n hands, and obtained the pow- 
er of interfering more or lefi, m the affairs of go- 
vernment, and nominations of the nabob’s officers, 
as circuniftanccs might render neceflary forthe'r 
welfere and fuccefs : when the government be- 
came recent, it could only be fccured to Kazem 0 
Dov. lah, by the pow ei of the company’s force, srd 
they thought they had a right to prctcribe inch con- 
ditions for his fupporr, as feemed mofl conducive 
to their welfare. When the company's interefi 
vere altogether fecured, and the orders of the 
board fully executed, U is very true, that I accept- 
ed a prefent from the nabob; I never made aft- 
cret of it, as the cuRom of IrdoRan on fuch ccca- 
fioQs, is V. ell known to every body, far^tifies 
’’acceptance ; and where prefents have not been 
eftcemed the price of improper fetviccs, I never 
heard a reflexion caR on thofe who did receive 
them. When I had done my duty to the compz' 
•ny, I thought mjfcif at liberty to accept a prefer.! 
from the nabob, which 1 am confident, can in no 
•Jhape prove injurious to the company ; vvhilft the 
fetilemcniof the government was under confidera- 
tion'i I declined every overture that was made, 
which is well known to the company's fervants at 
Calcutta ; and though Mr, Spencer accepted af- 
terwards, an offer of two lacks from the nabob, he 
had previoufiy refufed one of eleven lacks. R is 
’certain,' that Mefljcurs Lejeefier .ind Spencer 
-tnighc have made rmmenfe fortunes, had they not 
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declined the offers made them by the nabob and 
his rainiUer. . , ■ . 

. It hss been always my opinion, faid Mr'. .Ley- 
qeftcr, before the board oJ Calcutta, that in a 
country not under the moll abfolute .tyranny, every 
man’s property was at his own difpofal, and every 
one isat Uberty tqacceptwhat is offered, without 
fear or compulfion, the fame not being a conlidera- 
tion for improper fcrviccs : the adopting oppofite 
maxims, is contrary to .the known praftice of our 
predecefTors in the council ; and though abfoluts 
orders, .with a penalty annexed, may make the ac- 
ceptance* of prefents improper and inconvenient, 
yet they cannot alter the rectitude of the a£t itfelf; 
who can condemn a man; who having an opportu- 
nity of obtaining a comfortable maintenance for no 
difhonourable facrificc, ffiould mifs it. 

. Since the conteffs which prevailed afterwards a- 
mong the proprietors at home, the orders from the 
court of direftoTS have been fb fluftuating, that it 
bas really been difficult to colleft- the fentlment? 
that Nvere to guide the conduct of the company’s 
fervants abroad. Mr. Gray never gave up a Tin- 
gle advantage, he could have acquired for the com- 
pany, to gratify his private interelV. He -was ?i 
member of that boards who procured an additional 
yearly revenue of eighty lacks of , rupees, to the 
poflefEons they held before ; making with tliefe 
in all, at lead one million eight hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling, per annum. Had the gentlemen 
of council been difpofed to fpare the nabob in his 
'affignment, he v/auld have given them much larger 
fums, and no compUints would have been made on 
, this fubjecl. 


The 
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' The foreign marine irade was once a fund of ad- 
vantage to the company's fervants, but that was be- 
fore Serajah Dowhh*s war, when commerce flou* 
rifhed both in Bengal and in the marts abroad; 
fince that time, the inicroal commotions, in wbkii 
thefe countries have been involved, have rcndeied 
that branch fb very precarious, that voyages have 
proved moft times unfuccefsful foV fcvcral yew 
jbafb. There has been almofl a constant feries of 
warfare in Bengal ; fcvcral worthy fervants of tbe 
company have fallen unfortunate viftims ofMoorllh 
'barbarity, in the two revolutions caufed by avarice 
'and policy. ^ ' 

Lord Clive’s fecrct committee endeavoured to 
impute to their predeceflbrs roalverfations, of which 
they were judges and complainante. Tofuppott 
tl^efc charges, Mooteram was arrefled at Calcutta 
by a party of feape^s, confined cbfc priibner in 
his houfe under a fcrjeani’s guard, wdtii all the 
terrors attending a man already convifted and con- 
demned of capital offences ignorant as he was of 
'the Engljfh laws and undoubted rights, the felfS 
• committee obliged him to fuear that he would sn- 
f\ver all the queflions put 'to him to betray the fe- 
cretsof his mafter, or make againft himfelf. 

- Had Mooteram been accufed of any capital 
crime, or of having done any thing contrary to 
law, if liiblc to be tried by our laws and by Lng- 
lifhmen,a(5llng with a lawful authority as his judges, 
he ought to have had his indiftment in a puh'is 
'manner, and been allowed counfel, a Jufticc ne- 
ver denied to any under the protedtion of theEng^ 
lilh government. Had the nabob liibmiited him 
to the committee as his judges, a fair trial tvas 



' ‘wjiathe had a rlght.to’cxpc^l; and that he fiiouM.. 
noVhaVe been thus by. force, imprifonpienr, .and- 
'fearofthts life and ^ honour, • to' give, evidence that 
might-make againft'himfclf,',and:in order to -bC' 
brought -as a‘ proof “againft any Jiibjeci of Bri- 
•'tairi, 'enjoying'the. rlghts.and protedlion of this pa- 
rant'ft3te.< When fuch undue influence, .unlawful 
means and violence are ufed to obtain an evidehce, 
ho credit is to b? given to anfvyers on oath to all 
■grievances that Ihould be put lo.a pcffon while un- 
'der . reftraint.-imprifonment, and fear. The. ho- 
nour and credit. or the. council were trampjed. upon, 
byahe noble prefident and his .committee,. info- 

• imuch, that no ‘one than of.dhVmftion belonging 
"to the country government,' dared receive orlpay 
'yifits'.'to^ and. from the 'membersbr the .council, 
.‘from, a-noaon that had -bcen propagated, that .they 

had -no authority,, and were imdciabfoluiely de- 
r pendents ‘oh the ; committee,, that .ufurped^ an au- 
thority’ they had no right to;- then force and.vio- 
'lence took the- place of the daw and liberty, .mili- 
tary execution, and imprifonment ovcrra%yedand ex- 
torted’ evidences,- before a v tribunal, and .judges, 

- whofe powers theboblc prefident declared was-what 
their own will-thoughtvfit-, to afligni , .One .fhould 

] think from the proceedings. 'p( his lordfliip.and his 
r.committec', thac;they.wcre -piqued to find thein- 

- terefl of. the company- fo wcU.lecured before their 

.arrival; the gentlemen who had. felt the defedlsof 
■ the former treaty, were full- as well qualified to re- 
•• medy-them in. the new* one, as^the pretendedte- 
, , ties irrauiV, : 

•that tlie affair .of .bisjaghire had-been fauled.ac- 

• .;co^ngto his.agreement.with the^company; witji- 

'■ ^ ' ' ' ' out 
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but his Interpofition, (hough a better Opportunity 
could not have occurred to get it done. Mr. Spen- 
cer,. whofe merit and fervices the company cannot 
crate from their records, was revered by that pa:- 
ly which in England oppofed lord Clive, and the 
gentlemen of his committee *, any attack upon hint 
or his mcafures \tas an attack upon the party who 
cfpoufed the man and hU fyftem ; this accounts for 
the uncommon neglect and dlfregard flietvn to Mr. 
Spencer by lord Clwe, though he joined with the 
board in thanks to the fame gentleman for the zral 
he had {beY.'n for the company’s welfare. Though 
the gentlemen of lord Clive's committee, from 
their long abfcnce from India, could not pofiibly 
be at firft proper judges of the company’s afijirs 
and intcrefts; they never on any occafion confuhtd 
%tuh, or alked the fcmlmcnts of the council, ths 
feniimenrs of a former adminiHradon on divers im- 
portant fubjtds, merited more confideradon and 
Tefpeft } and fuch a deference would have fated 
them the reproach of many capital errors and in- 
confilVencles. .With regard to prefenls in genemh 
they had the approved example of the prelident 
lord Clive hinnfelf, for their guide, tvho Ibpulatcd a 
princely fortune, forMcer Jaffier^s elevation to the 
mirnud; and though he profefled the company's 
itvclfare was his only motive for fta) ingin India, 
.yet he acknowledged he made ufe of r)ie influence 
ofjuggiit Scat to apply for ajaghirc, which though 
.amounting to 30,000!. per annum, was not thought 
dmprorer by him toacceptof, even in the circutn- 
jlarces of dillrefs he then reprefents the old nJbob 
to have been in, his life twice faved from his 
troops mulinyir.g f.;r their -arrears, only by the awr 
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of our arms, and large balances then due to tha 
company, A\hlch were not paid till after the revo- 
lution, after 1769. If the boolcs of the nabob’s 
treafory, from the time that Meer JaiHer obtained 
the government, down to this day, had been re- 
ferred ro as a’proof of the company’s fcr\'ants rapa- 
cioufnefs,^ fuch a retrofpedt and fcrutiny into their 
proceedings would have covered them with fliam© 
and infamy. There is notone of them in the civil 
or military, from colonel CUve dow n to the prefent 
time, that ha\e not received prefents wliile iathctc 
power.’ One of the fttpulations which Mr. Scraf- 
lon was inftrufted to make in the fecret ncgocia- 
cions, concerted with Meer JafHer Ally Kawn, be- 
fore the army was ordered to move, related merely 
to the fums required by the fecret committee. Mr. 
Johnfon who had fucceeied to Mr. Spencer in the 
ftailon of Perfian tranllator, for carrying on thO 
correfpondence with the country government un- 
der lord Clive, and Mr. Lulbinton was appointed 
to affift under him. The day the troops embark- 
ed, Mr. Johnfon was ordered to return and do his 
duty in the artillery 5 he was the only perfon who 
had afted under the colonel during the negocialioti 
with Meer Jaffier, that was afterwards omitted in 
the nabob’s private bounty, when the refolutionin 
his favour was crowned with fuccefs. Mr. Scrafton 
got a confiderable fortune Mr. Lufliington, with 
many others, v/ho were the colonel’s friends, w6re 
prefented with fuch immenfe fums, that the nabob 
could not find money in the treafury to pay what 
had been Ilipuhted for the company, for rcftitutlon. 
Navy and army, to be paid on his being feated in 
the niifnud, the greateft part w'as deferred to be 
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paid within three )ears, and by aflignmsnis arlal 
on the revenues of the province. This aSe&ed 
the army and navy in the difcounc they ’acre gc- 
ceffitatedj on this pretext to allow the company for 
advancing their lhares in ready money; and tie 
company depended on the fuccefs of the war for 
three years to fecurc their balance. 

After Mr. Johnilon had executed the fervice he 
was fent upon in behalf of the company, wiiboct 
any promife or profpeftof reward, while the nabob 
was under no incumbrances, and kept regularly 
his payments for the army and the rcRituiioD; 
lacks lying in his treafUry at Calcutta.* Let the 
world judge whether he might have recehed pre- 
fents, as well as the other fervants employed with 
him, or his lordlhip and friends, fums inBnltcly 
larger eight years before, and the jaghire after- 
wards, with the greateft propriety* 

The gentlemen who made the treat)' with Meet 
Cuffim, claimed fome merit tn having thusrejtdt^d 
his offer, till the debts Jafiicr Ally Kav n left ftill 
owing to the company, and the arrears of the troops, 
were paid, yet none of thefe gentlemen pretended 
they would not receive them afternards, nor could 
fome of them fay they did not. 

According to the noble lord’s own obfcrvatiotii 
it would have appeared abfurd after fo many years 
fervices, after Mr, Johnfton had rifqucd his life fo 
often, and experienced many reverfes; had he re- 
fufed this only honourable opportunity that ever 
was likely to offer of becoming independent, and 
to have trufted to the future kind offices of lord 
Clive. 


Al 
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,At the fame time the nabob conferred thsfe fa- 
vours on Mcflieurs Johnftonc* Leycefter, Gray, Scc.*^ 
there was a demand on him for the money ot the 
jaghirc, which the nabob had received fince the 
co'mpany ftopt the payment of it to lord Clive. In 
‘conftcjuencc of the nabob having figned the fard 
fual, \VhIcli reprefenied that Sabut Jung. Colonel 
Clive having been hWoorcd with the rank of 6oot) 
horfc, and having novV a formidable force ready 
for the king’s fcrvicc^ the cxpence of’ which he 
could not defray for want of a jaghire, he hoped 
the nabob’s pleafOrc fnlght be fignified, whether 
*On condition of giving a mutcKulea for procuring 
'the king’s fiinnud, and adjbfllng the terms, till ic 
Jhould arrive, the colonel thould receive the fuih 
of £. 22a,958--io, the rents of that jaghire of the 
nazim. Now though there appeared a tfanflation 
of the nabob’s pervannah to the prefident and 
council, for paying the rents of the jaghire to lord 
Clive in 1758, the tranflators of the abov'e papers 
'never appeared, except the Siinnud dewannee, 
though they feenled of a nature to fet his lordfhip’s 
'claim to that jnghirc in a very different 'light to 
‘ what it muft hive appeared ^vv hen the obligation 
■ was not cortfidcred, and when the king’s funnud 
’ with the terms of the jaghire were therein ex- 
preffed, as being abfoluiely tequifiie to be procu- 
’ ted to make it valid, and were never obtained. 

' Though Mr. Johrtfon’s conduct in the trufts coni- 
‘ iTuilcd to his charge hid been approved of, in re- 
peated letters from the board, and hiifervices had 
been recommended home in terms very favourable 
to the dirc£tors, yet from every circumflance and 
proceeding, there feemed a pre-determination in 
VoL. in. 3 O -the 
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'the coftimittec to in)«re hischarader and ruin hit 
fortune, Confidering the rank of credit he had 
hitherto fupported as a member of the council, he 
could not fubmit to further indignities, or ad in a 
fubordinatc ftatloni The noble prefident and hh 
committee, inftead of arming to extenuate the fup- 
pofed offence, according to the pradlice of the 
courts of juftice, where the greateft criminals aie 
arraigned, have evidently llrove to pggravate every 
circumftance that they endeavoured to charge upon 
Mr. Johnflon, even ‘m regard to the bills, tvhirii 
he afferted, were ordered to be given back to Ma* 
homed Re^a Kawn, after hfe had figncd the cove- 
nants Unconditionally, though he niiglit hate re- 
ceived their attiounts long before. 'I'he obvious 
'queffion w'as never put lo Mooteram, whether h 
had ever informed Mr. Johnfton, that Mahomed 
Reza Kawn liad refufed to receive tliem ? and 
.V. hether, on the contrary, he had not informed him 
repeatedly that they were given back? the vet/ 
night before Mooceraro’s arreft, and his confiw- 
ment, he brought Mr, Johnftone a meffage from 
Mahomed Reza Kawn, defiring he would lend him 
50,000 rupees, to pay in on account of the Decca 
rents for lord Clive’s jaghire-money ; and the an- 
‘fwer he returned was, why he did not ufe the money 
of the bills that were given back ? though The exa- 
mination of thofe they would makewitneffes, was in 
a language in which none of his lordfhip’s com- 
mittee were at all perfeft ; and ic was of thegreat- 
eft confequence to have been certain, that all the 
queftlons and anfwers were ftriftly and fully te°- 
'dered, and that whatever was faid by the priloncrs 
in the terror and confuGon they were in, ftjould 

bs 
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be taken do^vn in their own words, efpcciall/^as 
expreflions in this language fo often admit of inter- 
pretations, chat may le rendered for or againll; 
yetMooceram and Buflantroy were confronted 
Mahomed RezaKawn and Juggut Seit, ^\hower'^ 
firft called upon to compofe tneir narrative. 'It 
muftbe obferved, with how little candour thcfeleft 
committee related ihe]r proceedings. In regard to 
Mooteram, who was expcdlcd to be a principal 
evidence, they laid he was only ordered to be fent 
for ; no notice w'as taken that he had been feized 
the.day before by a party of feapoys, and was kept 
prlfoner, with three Gentries over him, without li- 
berty of feeing any perfon whatfoever except his 
menial fervants, as ‘if they purpofely evaded the 
avowal of fuch imw'arraniable a^. He continued 
a long while in the fame clofe confinement, as well 
as BulTantroy under military guauis ; and under 
thefe circumftances, lord Chvp prdpofed in coun- 
cil, he might be called and examined, 'as if fuck 
treatment was not fufficient to deter any black man 
from retraftlng, however much inclined, whatever 
he might have faid before, falfe or conlradiiSory, 
where he could not but expsdt that retraction 
would draw on him ftlll more difgrace and unhap- 
py confequences.' The fuficring of Mooteram 
■pointed out too plainly what others had to expedt 
from fuch arbitrary power, and fsemed well calcu- 
lated to excite every accufation that could poffibly 
be feraped together from fuch felfilh difappointed 
.men, againft the gentlemen who had the admtni- 
/hrafron, and managed the afiaiVs of the company 
,vrith lb much credit and fuccefs, 
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The repeated infults and injuries Mr. Tohnflon 
received, when he prefided as chief for the collec- 
tion of the revenues, engaged him to refign the 
company’s fervice : when the rajah nas Pent for to 
Calcutta, he did not even dare to vlllt him, ap- 
prehending that guards might be put upon him, af- 
ter the example of Mooteram, With what credit 
could he pretend to return 'again ro'thc faflon', 
where he muft have appeared fo cpntemptible and 
of fo little confequence, that even thofe placed un- 
der him, durft not come near him for fear tf his 
lordfhips difpleafure. From the tenor of the pro- 
ceeding of the noble preGdent and his felcdl com- 
mittee, Mr. Johnftonc could not but conGder them 
as his avowed enemies, and he refolved to continue 
no longer m the fervice, t\hile they ufurped the 

whole power into their own hands. 

» The imputations of lord Clive, and his pi/uve 
committee, againfl: Mr. VanGttart’s adminiflrairn, 
might With more juflice be retorted upon his Jortl- 
fhip s government ; it tvas a feries or rranfsctions, 
equally prejudicial to the company’s intereft and to 
the national character ; all his ci\il and military re- 
gulations feemed to demonflrate that his govern- 
ment was fmeared with corruption, that principles 
D rapacity and oppre/Iion influenced their delibe- 
rations, and that every fpark of fentiment and pub- 
Ipftand cxiinguifhed in the unbound- 
cd lult of unmerited wealth. 

From the very time b.s lorddiip received the Ctd 
aduccs at Fort St ^orge, of the Demife of Meet 
Jaffier and of So, ah DottJah’s defeat, he took upoa 
htotfe f to atra.gn the authors of the defirmive meS- 
lurcs Jhat had been taken in refpect to the peace. 

and 
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;ind filling the'vacanc} m the nizamut before hisar- 
rnal, « Inch (he council of Calcutta did not think 
proper to wait for. Indeed, his lordfiiip’s hopes of 
providing for his friends was fuftrated, when he 
heard that a treaty had been draw n up by the board, 
with a few additions to that concluded w ith Mlcc 
J affier , and a deputation appointed to raifc the 
natural fon of the deceafed nabob to the fubah- 
dary, in prejudice to the claim of the grandfon, and 
the nobis lord could not approve ot a refoluiion 
dramatical!) oppofue to his afplring views, Miran’s 
fon being a minor, this circumftance alone would, 
have naturally brought the whole adminiftraiion 
into his hands, as he was rcfolvcd to realize that 
fh-dow and influence, which he would not even 
allow tb a nominal nabob The coihpany’s inte- 
reft were to be facnficcd to the pretended reformers^ 
that they might revel in the fpoils of treafufes, be- 
fore impoverilhed and afterv/ards totally annihi- 
lated 

*1 Jie young nabob b'^ingacquamted with the dif- 
pofition of lord Clivc and the gentlemen of his 
committee, a fev da)s after lus lordfhip’s arrival, 
paid him a vilTc, in which the nobl® prefident made 
his excellency ofentaiious promifes of protedion 
and fupporc, pro/ided he made better complaints 
againft the government ofthofewho had prcceedcd 
him in^ the prefidency and council, that he might 
evince the neceffity of a reformation, and prevail 
on the company to give him carta blanche. In 
confequence of thofe infinualions, the nabob pro- 
duced a lift of mfuUs and indignities he had been 
pxpofed to, and complained of the embezzlement of 
-liea^ zq lacks of rupees ifTued from his treafur) , for 

pur- 
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f>urpo(cs unlttiov n during the late negoiUtlofl!* 
This produced the defired enquiry? m ronfequence 
of uhich Mahomed UezaCawn and theNaibSohb, 
were then called upon to account for the large dif- 
turfement from the treafury. Lord CIntf having 
by menaces extorted the c^id^nce anfvterahle to his 
purpofe, reprefented in a letter to the court ofdi* 
xeftors, that the immtnfe fum of feventeen lads 
had been contributions levied on the wealvnet of 
the government, and violently exafted from the de- 
pendent ftate and timid difpofition of the mmifler. 
The charge was ftrongly denied by the accufctl> 
who boldly arraigned the conduct and denied the 
powers of the fclecl committee, as candour and de- 
cency required the truth of a charge brought 
againft any of the members, fhould be determin- 
ed by the board. 

Mr. Johndon afletted, that no proofs could be 
produced of menaces being ufed to obtain a fum 
of money from Juggaifeat; and accufed the noble 
prefident and his committee of having obtained 
this evidence by military force and terrors. Lord 
Clive himfcif did not approve the covenants for pre- 
venting the abufe of the cuftomary .indulgence to 
receive prefents. 

By re calling f-cc merchants and otherEuropeans, 
who were permitted to rcfide up the country , m 
all the difiercQt parts of the nabob's dominions, ifc 
bi ^t''cfs of the company’s, ftr^’anis fuflered confide- 
rably, from their being obliged to employ black 
agents on many affairs that demanded the vigour and 
sdrivity nf European*. Hence many petfons of 
merit \ ere deprived the means of fubfiflcncc. 
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’ Lord Clive having found Sojah 'Dowlah averfo 
to the efiablKlitrient of faftorics in his clomlhions; 
which he confideted as laying the foundation of a 
future rupture, and the only thing that could polli- 
bly renew hoftilltles, very juftly obferved, that the 
encroachments of the* company in Bengal, the 
great abufe of the company’s fervants, and the 
extrabr'dinary extenGon of the privileges origm'ally 
granted to the Engllfh, had been produftive of 
much cohfufion and bloodlhcd in Bengal, and he 
feared might produce Gniilar confequenccs in his 
country ; lord Clive and general Carnac judged ife 
advifeable lo omit the word factories in the treaty ; 
but without relinquishing the pretended right,' 
Should it be found expedient to enforce it, 

Notwithftarpding his lordihip boafted of hts pa- 
cific meafures, as the mod conducive to the per- 
manent welfare and profperlty of ihe’companyj he 
doubtcd'whether remaining as merchants fubjected 
to the jurirdidtion of the country government, or 
the fupporting their ufurped privileges and poficl- 
fions by the fword, were likely to prove ’more be- 
neficial to the company, and feemed inclined to 
beep in awe the neighbouring princes by a iformi- 
dable military eftablifhment. All, fald he, mulb 
'belong to tbe company or the nabob', and we leave 
■you to judge, which alternative is the mod defica- 
ble and the mod expedient in the prefent circura- 
dance of affairs. Thus all notions of right and 
w rong arc confounded, and judice facrificed to con- 
vcnicncy. ’ . ' 

To feciire the company’s pofTeffions they requi- 
ted fix hundred recruits to le fcnc,out annually, 
viz. five hundred infantry, fixty artillery, twenty 

cavalry 



cavalry, and twenty_ferjeants for the fcaiwys.' To 
this number were to be added thirty voluatscrs 
2nd officers, and fix or (even gentlemen from 
academy at Woolwich for artillery officers; tfch 
being a fervice that foBlrs extremely, for was: of 
perfons properly Inflrufled to conduct it t fiaceno 
officer v/ho knows the benefit of the infantry fcrvice 
there, will chufe to quit it for any advantage the 
artiller}' will allbrd, they requsfled 4000 (lands cf 
arms annually. 

Lord Clive and the gentlemen of the fecrct 
committee, in the letters to the directors, pafled 
mutual compliments on each other, on the inrenof 
policy and the military regulations introduced law 
.provinces. They extolled the goad 
ejects of regimenting the company’s troops, of 
their difeipline, fubordinanon, and the oeconomy 
wth which all this grand fyftcto of reformation tras 
carried^ on. They praifed to the ikies general 
Carnac s extraordinary merit, who fhould hare ap- 
peared (till more confpicuous, had he been aflifted 
by field officers, and not th\tarted by the late go- 
vernors and councils. 

, In regard to the fmall arms, the bad quaIit}.of 
them had in general cipofed the company’s polTef- 
fions to the greateft rifk and danger* The locks 
A.cre ill^finifhed, and the metal fo badly tempered^ 
« not to (land the heat of the fun, in that climate. 

1 he company purchafed the fmall arms at the race 
of eighteen Ihilljngs per firelock, %^hile govem- 
m^.c paid twemy.fcs'cn to the perfons who fur- 
niffied them. The calling of ihot and ihells m 
.India, IS anobjedt of great importance, and they 
ihould always employ fix perfons well verfed i? 

- ' .this 
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{iVis bufinefs. l^he illlck importation of fraall arms 
to the India fettlemencs, and particularly in Ben-- 
"gal, has of late years, become a profitable branch 
of trade with the European captains, as well as 
that of furnifliing thft natives with ammunition. 
They elude the fearchss of the company’s officers, 
by fending round fmall veficls to meet them at lea 
in certain latitudes, or to TencrifT, or St, Jago, out 
of the reach of their inquiries. The continuation 
of fuch pradlices may prove fatal to the company's 
poflelfions, who Ihould take every ftep in their 
power to prevent ihefale of all kind of fire arms. 

‘ Upon Mr. Johnfton’s refigning the company's 
fcrvice, Air, Verelft was appointed fupervifor in 
the collection of revenues j his diligence and atten- 
tion to this great objeCt, could not fail of being 
commended by hts colleagues, who tried to raife 
their reputation on the defamation of Mr, Vanfic- 
tart's government. 

Indeed, circumlhnces were now widely different 
from "tv hat they were a few years fince, when the 
company confined their whole attention to com- 
tnerce, and were happy in being able to complete 
their inveftments without infult, or exaction from 
the country < government. Now they arc become 
foveretgns of a rich and potent kingdom ; their 
fuccefs is beheld with jcaloufy by the other Euro- 
pean powers, who maintain feitlements in India, 
and their interells are fo extended, fo complicated, 
and fo connefted with thofe of the feveral furround- 
ing powers, as to form a nice and difficult fyftem 
of ppobtks 'y iho condoft of which has been too of- 
ten committed imo the hands of rafli,' Inexperien- 
ced and ignorant young men, Nvho had neither dif- 
^ Voio III. 2 E ere- 
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creiion, judgment orftcadmefs for j^refcrvmg tVj 
immcnit; fabric m itsfplendor and profpcritv* 

As lord Clive and the ferret commutce, Wfrede-' 
terimncd to fecure the whole power they had-cn- 
grofied to themfelves> they oppofed vuh ill tl ir 
might the orders of the dirtftors for enlarging tie 
council from twthe to fixteen members, under pre- 
tence that this increafe in the numb.r oftheboard 
would be productive of fuilhcr inconveniences, 
and prove very detrimental to the company’s iiiv 
reft, they declared it to be their firm opirion found- 
ed on experience, that the bufinefs ot the Bengal 
government could never be fo efleCtually conduced 
5 isby a fcleCt unanimous committee. Tbit by di* 
vidmg the power into many hands, their authority 
flwuldbe weakened, in depming their mtafuresof 
that fccrecynecdTary totheaccomplifhment oUheit 
prjv-are fpeculauons , they excluded from the epun* 
cil, a number of perfons who had a juft cUimtolht' 
promotion by their ferviccs and femoritv,. ard ap 
pointed junior fervants, whom rli y reconimcnde>i 
to the court of dircflors as proper perfons to fill ih< 
V acancics, merely, beesufe they v eru w 1 oily devot- 
ed to lus lordthip and the ccmmittee. Thcfe 
inslecd, no<5cher formof government foweli adopt- 
ed, -and fo pcrf<£tly congenial to the fyllcm of op* 
predion and monopoly, thefc gentlemen m tid'd 
to clUbhOi When they apprehended fome mconve- 
niencifts from a compliance with the inftru^tiOTS of 
the diredlors, they took upon themfcKes to fufpend 
and even to Tuvokt thtir orslcrs. 

The port of refident -at the Dnrbir, being « 
employment of confcquencc fince the grant of 
•Piwannee, Mr. Sy J’cs \ as appointrd to the Punba'V 
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as a gentleman whbfe \ id \5 and pi'indple* dgr^ciT 
perfetfti/ wuh his lordfhip’s ddminiftrafion. ' 

As Jong as ambition and avarice fliall be the 
predominant paflions of the tdmpany’s fervancs, 
whofe fenfe of honour and duty to their employers 
are eftranged by the too eager purfuit of their own 
immediate alivantage, illctfudden,^ and among 
many, the unwarrantable acquifition^ of nchts_, 
will counii. nance luxury in every lliape, and in its 
moft pernicious cxcefs. ^ Thdfe two enormous c\ifs 
have infected almoft every memberof each depart- 
ment tlirdugh the whole prcfidency of Bengal ; 
every inferior grafps at wealth, that he might af- 
fume that fpi-ic of profufion, which is the only 
^iftirtiftion betv een him and Ins ibpenor. 1 hus all 
diflindticn has ccafed, andevery rank became m a 
manner upon an equality. In n tountry Sshere 
•money is plenty, It is no v/onder that corruption 
fhould find its way to a fpol fo veil prepared to 
receive it. It is no wonder, that the lull of riches 
fliould readily embrace th^ preferred means of its 
gntification, or that the inftruments of power, 
'fliould proefced e\en to extortion m ihefe cafes 
\jhcre fimplt corruption could not keep pace with 
, th-ir rapacity. Cxcmples of this lort fet by fupc- 
riors, could not fail of being followed in a proper- 
tionahk degree by inferiors j the evil was conta- 
gious and fpread among the civil and military', 
down to the writer, the enfign, and the free mer- 
chant. ' 

The large fums of money acquired by donation, 
^wcrc fo pubheU Known and vindicated, that every 
'one thought he lud n right lO enrich hinifelf at all 
6Vtnt,\\uhas much cxpcUtion as pofTible , tho 
■. mono- 



r 404 ]“ 

monopoliis were another fund of immcnfe profits^ 
to fuch of the company’s fcrvants as were permit- 
ted to enjoy a fhare in them, while not a rupee of 
advantage accrued to the government, and very litilft 
to the company from the inland trade. Had not 
thefe various fources of wealth been lately difcovcr- 
ed, the aftoniflimenc to 6nd individuals fo foddenly 
enriched, thould not have yet ceafed ; there was 
fcarce a gentleman in the Bengal fettlement, who 
had not fixed upon a very Ihprt period for his return 
to England with affluence ; from hence •arofe that 
fpirit of independency', which in a manner fet all 
the orders or the direfiots at defiance, and didbiti 
cd a total contempt of them, as often as obedience 
was found 'incompatible with private lntereft,'a 
great part of the revenues of the country, amount- 
ing to near four millions fterling per annum,' was 
chiefly divided 'among the company’s fervants, 
and accounts for the fudden acquifitiob of their 
fortunes. 

' Thefe excefies were not confined to the civil fer- 
vants alone, the military* departments had alfo 
caught the Infeftion, and riches, the bane of difei- 
pline w'ere daily promoting the ruin of the army ; 
."an independent fortune was the certain profpeft 
wf a field officer. If too rapid a fortune acquired 
by thofepfrom whom the company expeft the fludy 
of commerce and policy, is detrimental to their ci- 
vil concerns, how effedtually deftruftive muft that 
f vil prove to their roUiiary operations. Youths are 
either juft fent out from the academy, qnd often 
without even the dements of education, to whom 
pommiffions have been granted; furcly, they cannot 
claim a right to an independent fortune, but after 
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thty ratfcd by meric to a fuperior commandT 
yet ihefe r3\v and unexperienced officers, have been 
fuffered wirhouc. controul, to take pofieffion‘ for 
themfelves of the whole booty, donation-money, 
and plunder, on the capture or a ciC 5 '. s This hap- 
pened at Banaras : "every ftatemuft be near its pe- 
riod, -'when the ’rage of luxury and corruption has 
feiztd upon its leaders. Can trade .be encouraged 
/or public bcncfic, trherc the management unfor- 
tunately devolves upon tl.ofe who mate private in- 
tereft their rule of adtion ? has fodden affluence 
ever failed, from the infancy of military difeipline, 

. ?o the prelijnc perfection of it, to corrupt the prin- 
ciple, and" deitroy the fpirit of an^aimy ? inde- 
pendency of fortune Is always averfe to thofe du- 
ties of iubordmation," which arc infeparable from 
the duties of a foldier ; and In India, if theacqui- 
iicion be fudden, a relaxation of difciplmeds im- 
mediately the conrcqoencf. We do not mean, by 
ihefc obfervattons to exclude riches from the mili- 
tary : honour, alone is fcatcely a fufficient reward 
ibr the toils and dangers of the field : but the ac- 
quififioo’of wealth ought to be fo gradual, 'as to 
.admitnot a prorpedlot complealing it, till fuccef- 
fion by. merit, to the rank of a field officer, fiiould 
have laid a good foundation for the claim. 

> Lord Clive, reftoring Sujah Dowlah the whole of 
his dominions, procccvlrj more from the policy of 
not extending the company’s territorial pofieffions, 
as he could claim no Ibare in the glory and advan- 
tage of thefc new conquefis, than the generous 
principle of. attaching him by gratitude, though 
this was his apparent motive. »Indeed, ihd attempt 
of retaining the conquered country muft haye in- 
~ ' * creafed 
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Tnonopolies were another fun(J of imtr.cnfe profits^ 
to foch of the company’s fcn’ants as were permit- 
ted to enjoy a fhare in them, while nor a rnpec of 
advantage accrued to the government, and very little 
to the company from the inland trade. Had not 
tbefe various fourccs of wealth been lately difcover- 
ed, the aftonilhmenc to find individuals fo fuddenly 
enriched, -fiiould not have yet ceafed; there was 
fcarce a gentleman ir> the Bengal fettlemenr, who 
had not fixed upon a very Ihprt period for his return 
ID England with affluence ; from hence arofe that 
fpirit of independency; which in a manner fee all 
the orders of the dircaors at defiance, and dilat- 
ed a total contempt of them, as often as obedience 
was found incompatible with private intcreft, a 
great part of the revenues of, the country, amount- 
ing to near four millions fterling per annum/ was 
chiefly divided among the company’s fervant^, 
and accounts for the fudden acquirinon of their 
fortunes. ' ‘ ' 

* Thefe excefles were not confined to the civil fer- 
vanis alone, -the military departments 'had aifo 
caught the infection, and riches, the bane of difci- 
pliue were rdaily promoting the ruin of the army j 
'sn independent fortune was the certain profpeft 
of a field officer. ' If too rapid a fortune acquired 
by thofe, from whom the company expeft the fludy 
'of commerce and policy, is detrimental to their ci- 
vil concerns, how cffcftually deftrudtive muft that 
evil prove to their military operations. Youths are 
cither juft fent out from the academy, qnd often 
without even the elements of 'education, to whom 
pommiffions have been granted; furcly, they cannot 
pjaim a 
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they ha^e jratfcd by merit to a fuperior cammand'?- 
yet ihefe raw and unexperienced officers, have been 
luffiered without controul, to take- pofiedion for 
thcmftlves of the whole booty, donation-money, 
and pIdndcr,*on the capture of a city. ^ This hap- 
pened at Banaras : every ftatemufi: be near its pe- 
riod, '’when the rage of luxury, and corruption has 
feiztd upon its leaders. Can trade be encouraged 
/or public bcncfic, where the management unfor- 
tunately devolves upon thofe who make private in- 
tereft their rule of adtion ? has fuddtn affluence 
ever failed, from the infancy of military difcipline, 
|o the prefent perfcdtlon of it, to corrupt the prin- 
ciple,' and .deftroy the fplrit of an army ? inde- 
pendency of fortune is always a verfe to thofe du- 
ties of lubordinatton, which arc infepnrable from 
theduiics of a foldier j and in India, if theacqui- 
fuion be fudden, a relaxation of dilciphne >s im- 
mediately the confcqticnce. We do not mean, by 
thefe obfervations to exclude riches from the mili- 
tary ; honour alone is fcarcely a fufficient reward 
for the toils and dangers of the field : but the ac- 
quifirion'of fvealtb ought to be fo gradual, as to 
.admit not a profpeft ot compleating it, till fuccef- 
fion byj merit, to the rank of a field officer, fiiould 
have laid a good foundation for the claim. 

Lord Clive, reftoring Sujah Dowlah the whole of 
ills dominions, proceeded more from the policy of 
not extending the company's territorial pofieffions, 
as he could claim no flmre iu the glory and advan- 
tage of thefe nev\ conqucRs, than the generous 
principle of attaching him by gratitude, though 
this was his apparent motive, dndeed, ihd attempt 
Vf retaining the conquered country muft have in- 
t * creafed 
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CreafcJihe mjljwry cftablifijment j an.^ jh- ac^s of 
opprcflion and innumtiabic abufcs "■'Hich v.cuH 
have been committed, and which could rriiher 
have bi.cn prevented nor remedied, at the diQanco 
of 700 miles from the pr^fidcnc), muft infalhbl/ 
have hid the foundation of anotlser trar, defiroc- 
tivcandunfuccfful : the old prhileges and poircf- 
fions of the company would have been endangcrec! 
by every fupply they might have been tempted 10 
alTord in fuppnrt of the new ; and the natives mufl 
have finally triumphed in their inability to fupport 
the weight of their urrboundcd ambition. 

His lonlfldp in a letter to the dltcflore, dated 
Calcutta, September joth, 1765*, notwithnandlnjj 
all the arts of fophiflry, indicated a dcirrmination 
to abolilb the powers of the council, in order t6 
fway without controul, as the five members of thd 
fccrci committee wore emircly at his dcrciion. 
Five gendemcn, faid he; wcllvcrfcd in the com- 
pany’s true intererti of abilities to plan, and refo- 
jution to execute j gentlemen x^hofc fortunes are 
honourably approaching to afiluence, andv-'liofc in- 
tegrity has never funcrtdthem to exceed the bounds 
of moderation ; a fclcct committee compofed of 
fuch men, tvill tranlaft more bufinefs ia a wedr, 
than the council can in a month. 

In my opinion, \i is the doty 'of the council to 
make the power of the prefident appear as exten- 
five as poifible in the eyes of the people ; that all 
porrefpondence w ith the country princes, fiiould be 
carried through him alone, that the council Ibould 
upon all occafions be unanimous*, the dignity of his 
lUiJon, and that he ought to be confidered among 
the natives as the foie manager and conduflor of 
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tJolitical -afr^irs. This »as the fort t5f govfrnmcfit 
^ his lordfiiip Nviflicd to e(lablt(h an Bengal. He la* 
inented the Unhippy change, si htch within a few 
years hadarifcnin the manner and conduft of the 
company *3 fervantsin that prcfidcncy, when himfdF 
had been the firft caufe of the rcvoliuions which 
happened, in confcqoence of ideer Ja/Rer’s eleva- 
tion to the mifnudj and which were -produftrve trf 
that fpirit of ropacioufocfs and corruption, which 
prevailed afterwards in thefc provinces. He^rb- 
pofed to appoint -five or jfix gentlemen from Ma- 
drafs, members of the council at Calcutta, as the 
•vconduft o/ the gentlemen -upon that eftablifijment 
issn general unacccptionable, ^ and the examples 
of their regularity, difcrctlon, ibd moderation, 
would be a means of reftoring Bengal to good or- 
der and •government. This Scheme, which’sfeer* 
■viards took place, was to exclude from the coun- 
cil fcvcral members, who ftrenuoufiy oppofed his 
lordfliip's arbitrary mcafures and innovations, and 
could not approve of his pernicious plan of refor- 
mation. * ' , 

•The fources of tyranny and lOpprelHon, tihich 
have been opened by European agents, afting un- 
der the authority of ilic company's fervants, ^and 
the numblrlcTs black agents and their fubftitutes, 
v/iU be a lading reproach to the Englifli name in 
Bengal. It is utipofliblc to enomcrate the grie- 
vances of the unfortunate inliabltants ; inftcad-of 
fccuring thv confidence of the natives, they have 
btcii frighieived wiih a rod of -iron. Ambition, 
fuerris, and hfxvry^ Iwre 5 of po- 
litics, at the experce of Englifh honour, the 
iconipany's faiih, and even of common jufliceard 

hums. 
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humanity. Foreign nations hive lohgcntcrtatned 
jcaloufitfs of the commercial fuperloriiy. Public 
complaints have been frequently made from both 
French and Dutch faftorics t that the dread of the 
Ilnglifli name, added to the encouragement of the 
company’s fcrvanis at different auriings, had de* 
terred the weavers from complying with their ufual 
and necelTary demands ; and foon or later naiio* 
ijal remonflranccs will be made on that fubj.ch. 
Perhaps one half of the trade being referved to the 
Englilh company, and the other divided between 
the French, Dutch and Danes, in forh proportton, 
as mi^ht be fettled between their refpedhive com- 
jniflanes, might adjuft ihtfc dlfpuies to the mutual 
/atisfaflion of all parties. Baffdcs, as every nation 
which trades to tlic Eafl Jntlies conflanily brings 
out fdver for the purchafe of- merchandize in re«- 
<urn } and as the EngliOi company’s revenues will 
for the future enable them to furnilh all their In- 
veftments, without any remittance from England, 
it fccras ncceflary that they Ihould, in feme degree 
encourage the trade of others, in order that this 
country may be fupplied by them with bullion, to 
replace the quantity the Englifli flull annually fend 
to China, or to any other pan of the world. 

. The committee of fecrccy appointed to enquire 
Jnto the adminiffration of jufficc in Bengal, and 
-confidering ic as one of the moil important objects 
of their commilEon, to report to the houfe the 
jtate of judicature in that country, as the necelTary 
ground w'orlt for cllabliniing proper regulations 
for the future adminiftraiion of jufticc, have conli- 
dered the alterations svhich have been introduced 
into the ancient Bate of judicature of the mogul 
. , ' • cm- 
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fcmpire by the influence or authority of the comi 
pany, or their fervants. i- 

In examining into the ancient conftitution of 
judicature-inBengal, during thcvigour of the Mogul 
government, the committee'chieriy enquired into 
the following pbmts. The names and diftindtions 
of the feveral courts ; the judges in each i the 
laws and rules by which thfey 'decided ; under 
what controul of appeal they lay; under what in-'* 
j3uence by'the'power of the’ government pand' 
laftly, the purity or corruption that prevailed in the 
adminlftrationof jufttce in thefe courts. '' 

From the general accouni'giv'cn by the gentle- 
tnen examined before' them; and alfo, from that* 
'contained in the boohs and rorrefp'ondence of the- 
xompany, according to the ancient conftitution of 
Bengal, the adminiftrationf of juftice, ‘both in thV 
capital and feveral diftrtdls, was diftnbuted into’ 
different branches of judicature, for the exercife of 
criminal, civjli religious, and revenue jurif- 
diftionv ’ < ' r i ‘ 

The criminal court in every diftrift/’was gend- 
tally known by the name of Phoufdary ; the ze- 
mindar or rajah of thfc diftri€l was the judge in this 
court i his jUrifduftion extended to all criminal 
cafes; but in fuch as were of i capital nature, the 
fentence was not to be executed Until a report of 
the cafe was made to the government atMurfhada- 
bad, and their orders received upon it» The pro- 
ceedings in this courtwerefummaty ; the rooft fre- ' 
quent mode of punifhment>' particularly- \Vhere the^ 
accufed %vas a man of wealth; was by 6ne j and 
every fine impofed by the authority of the court 
was a perquifite of the Zemindar himfelf, by virtue 
VoL. III» ^ F of 
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^yftire, the general courie of appi canon for re- 
drefs pny proceedings of ife cdurt of juf- 

tice, to the pot er o? the jjovernment, ef. 
pwCially where (he parly found hrmtclf in a htuanoa 
10 expedt fitoor ani pro^edfion , and the go- 
v^rnm niuponfuch occafions, not only exercifcd ^ 
dilcrcuqnary power o^cr the proceedings ^of the 
coufcs but f equently gave iuch renteciy, <?r m- 
flidtcd luch putiUlimcnt is they thought proper, 
(SMthout the intL’pofition ofany judicature Ic ^p- 
pears thit the v^nc of fubordtnare jurifdifl.ions m 
diPcrent parts of the zeinindary dillndts, was at 
tended with much hardftip to the louer eJafs of 
people, that tuch of them only as Used m the 
ncighbourliood of the feat of judicature, could 
haveaccels to ^hefe tribunals ^ and tint cten to 
theft, the cxpences ‘attending funs m the courts, 
were aloiofl an entire cxvlufion of the poffibihty 
of obiaininiT jufttce -by bw. That on the other 
hand, the principal peifonsinthe fevenl diflrifts 
could ftldom be brought under the authority of 
the courts, and when they fubniitfx,d to thepn, were 
able CO defeat their joftice jby means of their in- 
fluence with government 

3 he adminillration of juflice during the vigour 
of the ancient eonftitotion, washable to great a- 
bufe and oppreflion , the judges genenlly lay un- 
der die inhaence of jinterelh, and often under fhac 
of corruption , afid the intcrpoflcion of govern- 
ment from the motives of fatour or dilpleafure, 
was another frequent caufe of the perterfion of 
julbcc 

One niaterjal circumflance, that muji hate great- 
ly tended lotncouiage the abufe of this judicature 
p thefe courts, appears to hive been the want of 
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any ludicul regifler of their proteedings, ib that 
there could not exdl any authentic document of 
their procLcdings to be the fubjedt of re\ie^/, by 
any fuperior authority 

Caules refpedting religion appear to have be«l 
diftinguilhed from the ordinary courfe oi judica- 
ture , queftions of this nature were not frufted to 
the judgment or difcrction of the temporal judge-; 
in e\ery furh cafe, the judge before whom thequef 
tion depended, was obiig^ to call m the affiftance 
of the cazeeof the diftridf, and e^en tofubmit to 
his authority in the decifion of the caufe the 
Gentoo fubjedls enjoyed a fimilar privilege with 
refp^fl: to all cafes of a religious nature^ m which 
perfons of that perfua^ion were parties J for thatm 
c%ery fuch cafe, it was necefiat), that the tempo 
ral judge fhould be afliHed by a bramio of the 
caft, particularly where the caufe was of fuch 
a nature as might be attended >vith the foifeiiure 
of coft 1 

All cafes refpedling the revenue^ or the rents of 
the lands, Were under the cognizance of a peculiar 
court in every diftridt , formerly the zemindar, or 
rajah held the authority of this judicature alfo, 
but for fome years before the acquifition of the 
dewannee, this jurifdiiaion of the zemindar hai 
gone into difufc, and has fince been exercifed by 
the naib Duan^ appointed in every diftrift by 
the principal Duan at Mutlhadabad , thts officer 
decided in all caiifes of revenue, btit appeal lay from 
hts decifion to the principal Duan 

With refpedt to the courts ertablifiied -at the ca- 
punl by the ancient conftitution of the Bengal 
province The nazim as fopreme magifVnrc pre- 
fides perfonally in the tnals of capital olfenders, 

and 
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■tfnd holds a 'court' cVcry Sunday ;crtmcsnot‘capi-i 
ral are tried bcfare ihe Phoufdar, but reported tp 
the nazim for his'judgmerii-and fentencc. ’ - 
‘ Ths Duan is the proper- judge ' of all'caufes of 
property, except thofe -which refpeft land and inhe- 
ritance and’alfo-talce'cognizance' of quarrels,, ;frays 
and abufive'rtames. ■- y' ■ i- 

.* The cazee is the- judge m all claims /of inheri- 
tance or facceffton,' afliUcd-'by the Mufti, -wHo is 
the expounder of the lawij'aftd alfoby the Motefib, 
a' inagiIlfaie‘\vhofe immediaie duty^is to fuperin- 
tpnd the weightS and'mcaftircs and Other-matters 
of police j the manner of proceeding in the'eazefc’s. 
courc is, thafafter heaVingUhe caufej 'the Mbfu 
Writes' the law applicable to it,'and the cazee pro- 
nounces judgment accordihgly • unlcfs he, 'or the* 
Motefib difapprOves of the' law j In-wliith cafe,\the 
caufe is referred to the’ nazim, who fummons the 
general alTcmbly, confining of the abovc-mehiioned 
maglflraies, and all the ‘learned in the law', to 
TiVcct and -decide updn it; Which detifion is final. ^ 

* Such appears to haVe been the’fyfiem of judlca- 
‘ture, efiablifhed by thc ahcient conflitution'of Ben- 
gal'; the fubjedts of the rudgul empire in that prd^ 
yince derlvcddittle pfoteftion or.fijcurity from any 
of thefe courts ; ’and irt general^; thoiigh' forms "of 
, judicature were efiabllfiied and prcfefvcd,'’the‘ def- 
potlc principles of the ’government' rendered thena 
• "ihe -inflrumen'ts W power father than Wjuftice, not 
-bnly UrtaVailirig to protcft the'people,'buc often the 
■jneans of the moft grievous opprefilon's,-' under the 
cloak-Dfithisjiidlcial chamber; ' 

-'As to' the mannerin which the EngllfK company, 
or its ferYaiitsi'ufed to' proceed,, during the ancient 
'..r'' * -■■-■.govern- 
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Government, to compel payment of tlicir debts frpm 
any of the natives not refiding under the Britilh 
Bags where the dcbiorvvas a perfon dependent or 
conneSed with the company in' the couife of com- 
merce, and refiding, (as ihefe petfons generally 
'dldf in the neighbourhood of any of the company’s 
fettlements, the general prafticeuvas to lay hold of 
his perfon by their own authority,, without apply- 
ing to any court, or officer of the government : they 
fometimes ventured' to cxerctfe- the fame right; 
even where the debtor did not fall under that de- 
fcrlption, but this was an abufe, though generally 
overlooked by the government. In the former 
cafe, the government tacitly allowed and counie- 
uanced the praftice of feratng and detaining the 
'debtor, being loclioed to give all poffible encou- 
ragement to the turopeans, from whofe commerce 
their country then derived fuch confiderable advan- 
tages.' In cafes where it was not thought prudent 
toVoceed in this manner, the only remedy was 
by application to gosetnment : but there was fel- 
dom occalion to make ufe of either of thefe ways to 
•compel payment of- any debt to the company, or 
■their fervaiifs; for the petfons dealing with them 
reaped fa much benefit from that conneftion, that 
there fel-iom arofc any-difputc between them. 

'■ The Krcnch and Dutch excrcifed the fame pri- 
ivilege of feizrng their debtors, .and oven continued 
■the prafticeaftcr-thc' company's acquifition of the 

Dew Unnee. ' This praftice having been fince prohi- 
bited by the noble ptefident and council, ihe 
breach in very ftrong rerrus rcmonflrated againll: 
.this order, asa violation of a right which they., had 
■ alwass held and-cxcrctfcd under the country go- 
. ^ ' * 'vernment j 
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Vernmcntj but ihs prcfidcnc and council denied 
tbii pretcnlion, and infiftcd thit ihe French fhould 
have rucourfe to the courts of jufticc to compel 
payment of their debts j hut this difpute has not 
been brought to 'a concluHon. 

With refpedtth the alterations, the ancient ftate 
of judicature m Bengal has undergone fince the de- 
cline of the mogul government, and the introduc- 
tion of the company’s mfluence in Bengal, durln'g 
the firft period of, Meer JalR-;r*s government, al- 
;;though he had been ratfed to the naboblhip by the 
power and inlluence of lord One ; the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice continued in its former courfe, with 
'htile interruption or alteration -from that power 
which had made the revolurion. ^During the go- 
'vernment of CoHim Ally Kawn, ihe EngUfh in- 
fluence began CO operate, not otilv in confequence 
of the revolution irfclf, accomp!t/hed by their pow- 
er, bucbecaufc from that lime, trany Englilh, with 
or without the confent of the precraency, difper- 
fed themfelves over the coontr) , and engaged in 
its interior commerce, which often led them to in- 
terfere with the judicature and government of the 
' country ; bcfidcs Coflim’s attention was fo much , 
turned to the Increafe of his revenue, that he gT.vc 
very little regard to the adminillralion of juflice, or 
to the maintenance of that part of ills authority 
againft the encroachments of the Englifli fubjedts 
rcliding in his territories, farther than was necefTa- 
ry for fccuring the colltdllon of his revenues. 

The third revolution made by the Enghfli, in 
Tcftormg Mecr JafRcr, necefiarily added to their 
pow'er^nd influence in the whole adminiflration of 
■’ government in Bengal, and of courfe rendered the 

admi- 
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gdmtniftrauon of juftice in the judicature of tnd 
country, very liable to be fwajed or influenced by 
any fervant of the company, whofc fituation gave 
him ?n opportunity, and whofe intereft afforded 
him incitement, to interfere in any of their judicial 
proceedings. » Since the cftabUfliment of the Eng- 
iifh power in Bengal, on its prefenting footing, the 
benyans of the Engltlh company’s fervants, wherc- 
cver they refide, entirely govern the courts of judi- 
cature, and they ei’en frequently fit as -judges m 
theje courts. In 1771, the members of the com- 
pany’s council, fit at Patna, alternately in the re- 
venue court together v,ith the rajih., • 

But though thefe focceffiye revolutions accomi 
plifhed by the ^Enghfh power in Bengal, neceflarily 
rendered their influcrice very operative in the af- 
fairs of the governmenr, and although the gomanahs 
of the fer>ants of the company frequently affumed 
p themfclves the cxercife of juclic.iture i yet, it 
^ncs no: appear, that any alteration in the legal con- 
(lituiion of the judicature of the countr}' was made 
before the acquifiiion of tfae^Dcwannce. ' 'Ever 
fince foms alrcraiionshavc.bcen trade and a varie* 
ty of regulations propofed, refpedting the adminif- 
tration of jufticej ,but the cfie€h has appeared In 
the moft eponr.ous abufea, and the moll ‘unwar- 
tantable a&s of .arbitrary power.*" As the refidents 
at the dufbar pofTcfled a very ejetenfive .authority, 
they fhould for the honour of the JEnglifli nation 
ufe it to promote jofUcc and protcil ^ihe natiscs 
from injury. 

The court of dircflon had recorlimendcd to the 
fcletfl: committee at Bengal, to endeavour to intro-" 
ducc Jaws of iuherirance, and aj near as po/Hble 

to 
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to tKe fpirit'of the laws of England j pattjcularly^,,') 
to endeavour to abolifh .the power of fcizing the 
efFcfts of thofe who die without children j and to 
introduce the right of bequeathing by will ; refer- 
ring to their judgment, how far this could be done, 
confiftent with the claims of the rajahs and land- 
holders, and the cftablilhed cuftom of the country. 

In a letter, dated Augufi: 1770, from the fuper- 
vifor atNattore, to the rcfident at the durbar, an 
account is given of the trial of a woman before the 
criminal court alBhiitareah, attended by the pro-* 
per officers of the Mahometan and Gentoo religi- 
ons, upon a charge of the murder of a woman, and 
thedeftruftion of a child with which fhe was preg- 
nant, by giving her medicines to procure an abor- ’ 
tion, and ufing the mod barbarous means in ex- 
trafting the foetus. This trial was held pubilckly 
in the fupervifor’s prefence $ the fa£k was clearly *' 
proved by different witneffes up6n oath, and, the 
court deemed her deferving capital punlfhment ; 
but they hefitatedto pronounce that fentence, frora^ 
a fcrupulous regard to the ffriftnefs of the l^ho- 
mecan law, which requires the attefialion of a cer- 
tain number of eye^wiincflcs, and thofe of the - 
Muffulmen faith, tolfanftify a fentence of death, 
even for murder, and with the cleareft evidence of 
the faft. It therefore ■ refts ^continues the letter) 
v?Uh you and the minifler of the nabob, to deter- 
mine whether or not, it may be allowable to fet afide 
thofe obftacles to the execution of a punilhment, 
which ii fothldden only by a reU^ious partialityi 
imcompatible >uth equity and the natural laws of 
fociety. ' ‘ ' 

VoL. Iir. -G’ ' The 
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admintflration of jullice in the judicature of 
country, very liable to be fwajed or influenced by 
any fervent of the company, whofc fituation gavd 
him an opportunity, and whofe jntereft afforded 
him incuemenr, to interfere in any of their judicial 
proceeding?. •• Since the cftabUniment of the Eng- 
|ifh povicr in Bengal, on itsprefenting footing, the 
benyaniof the Englifh company’s fcrvanls, where- 
everthey refide, entirely govern the courts of judi- 
cature, and they even frequently fit as judges in 
ihefe courts. In 1771, the members of the com- 
pany’s council, fit at Patna, alternately in the re- 
venue court together with the rajah. 

But though thefe fuccefnvc revolutions accom* 
plifhcd by the Englifit power jn Bengal, ncccffarily 
rendered their Influence scry operative in the af"- 
fnlrs of the government, and although tbs gomafiahs 
of the feryants of the company frequently affumed 
to ihsmfelvcs the cxercife of judicature j yet, it 
docs not appear, that any alteration In the legal con- 
fVitution of the judicature of the country was made 
before the acquifition of (he„ Dewannee. ’ 'Ever 
lines feme alterations have been made and a varie* 
ty of regulations ptopoftd, refpe£tingibcadminif-_ 
tration of juft/cej bur the efie^t has appeared 'in” 
the moft.erormaus abufes, and the rooft unwar* 
rentable aftsof arbitrary power.- As the refideats 
at the dufbar poflefied a jvery extenfive authority/ 
they fhould for the honour of the EngUIh natioa 
ufe ;c to promote jufiice and protect .the natives 
from injury. - 

The court of dircftors had recommended to the 
fcleit committee at Bengal, to endeavour to intro- 
duce laws of inhentance* and as near as oofHble 

to 
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to tlic fpin£*of the laws of England ; particularly^ ' 
to endeavour to abolifh .the power of fcizing the 
effcdls of thofe who die without children ? and to 
introduce the right of bequeathing by will 5 refer- 
ring to their judgment, how far this could be done, 
confident with the clainw of the rajahs and land- 
holders, and the eftabUlhed cuftom of the country. 

In a letter^ dated Auguft 1770* from the fuper- 
vifor at Nattore, to the refident at the durbar, an 
account is given of the trial of a woman before the 
criminal court at Bhittateah, attended by the pro- 
per officers of the Mahometan and Gentoo religi- 
ons, upon a charge of the murder of a woman, and 
the dedrudtion of a child with which ihe was preg- 
nant, by giving her medicines to procure an abor- 
tion, and ufing the mod barbarous means in ex- 
tracting the foetus. This trial was held publickly 
in the fupervifor's prefence j the fa£t tvas clearly 
proved by different witnelTes'updn oath, and»the 
court deemed her deferving capital punifhment ; ^ 
but they hefitatedto pronounce that fentence, from* 
a fcrupulous regard to the ftriCtnefs of the Maho- 
metan law, which requires the atteftailon of a cer- 
tain number of eye^witnefies, and thofe of the^ 
Muflulmen faith, to fiinCVify a fentence of death, 
even for murder, and with the cleared evidence of 
, the faCt. It therefore reds fconiinues the letter) 
with you and the minifler of the nabob, to deter- 
mine whether or not, it may be allowable to fet afide 
thofe obdacles to the execution of a punilhment, 
which is forbidden only by a religious partiality, 
imcompatible with equity and the natural laws of 
fociety. 

Yoh, HI. 3 G’ Jhe 
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iThe inftruftlons of the prefident tfnd council 
Calcutta, communicated by .the refident at the 
durbar, to the fuj)crvi(brsof the fcveral diftridtc, af-* 
ter obferving the degree of corruptjon to which thet 
epurts of judicature were degenerated, and pari* 
ticularly the mifchievous confequenccs of allowing 
arbitrary fines, and compromifing offences, direftj 
the fupervifors, to check every foch compofition, 
and in matters of property .to recommend arbitra- 
tion as much as pofTible, and to inculcate into the 
minds of the people, that their only objefl: is to 
provide for their relief and happinefs.^ That in 
capital cafes, the fentence fhould be referred to the 
refident at the durbar, and by him to the minifter/ 
to approve or mitigate it, according to the nature 
of the cafe. That the^ ihould cflablifh regfffers 
of all caufes and determinations to be lodged m the 
principal cutcherry of the province, and ’that an 
authenticated copy be tranfmitted to Murlhads- 
bad. That they endeavour to reform all the cor^ 
tuption which have encroached on the primitive 
rights of the Mahometans and Hindoos, particu- 
larly In refpedt of the arbitrary impofiiions of fines. 
That all perfons claiming any judicial or religious 
authority, fhould be fumrooned to produce their 
funnuds.and that regifters of thefe funnudsfliould 
be kept, inordcr to prevent any for exercifing z 
judicial, becaufe a lucrative funftion, who is not 
appointed by government, if a Mahometan, or c- 
le^ed by his call of a Hindoo. Thar the forfei- 
ture of acaft Ihould never be infltfted on any cafe 
but by fentence of the bramin, in a regular pro- 
cefs, and upon clear proof of the offence ^ but as 
The, policy of The Mahcmsian hsd pro- 

. vided. 
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that where a Hindoo has legally ‘forfeited 
his caft, lie cannot be reftored to ii, without the 
fanftion of the government ; that this principle 
Ihould be kept up, as a diredt afTeriion of the fub- 
ordinationof the Hindoos, who areavery confide- 
rabJe majority of the fubjcdls. ' ’ 

The court of direftors alfo fent orders to thefe 
.commiffioners, chat they fhould make ftridt and 
fpeedy enquiry i^nto the proceedings of the courts 
of jufiice throughout their fettlemcnts/ and that if 
any extraordinary powers had interfered to inter- 
rupt the CQurfe and admmlftration. of jullice, they 
fhould without delay corredt all fuch abufes ; and 
that if they Ikould find the eftaolifhcd courts ib 
imperfedtly confiituted, as not to be adequate to 
the right admlniftratlon of juftice, they fliould ap- 
,ply to the government, and obtain firmauns for e- 
Tc&Ing fuch new judicatures as fhould appear moft 
adequate to chat purpofe. 

Thefe commiffioners accordingly aflumed’and 
txercifed the right of fupcrinicnding and reviewing 
the proceedings of the courts of jufitce in . their, fe- 
"veral diftridts, where any cafe of difficulty or pecu- 
liar importance occurred, they reported a ftate of 
the proceedings to the refident at Murfhadabad, in 
order, that he might lay it before the government, 
and return fuch orders as the nabob or his miniftcrs 
tviih'his approbation /hould diredV. This pradlice 
accordingly has prevailed throughout Bengal, and 
appears to be the ftrongeft evidence of the abfolute 
fway, and controul to which the whole adminillra- 
tion of government, and particularly the courts of 
jullice, have fubmiticd fince the company *s acceffioti 
to the dewannee. i\ppeals were frequently made 
' 1 from 
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Trom the twp courts at pacca to the refident at th« 
durbar,' who made proper enquiry into, and decid- 
'cd,uitiinateW the caufes^o brought before him. 

Mahomed Reza Kawn having been joined by 
the gentleman appointed to refioe at Murfiiadabad 
as a council of controul, the prefident and council 
Tefolved, that the council of controul fhould inter- 
pofc as there ftiould be occafion, and that every 
tranfaftion relative to the government Ihould ultu 
jnately come before them : in all criminal cafes 
through the provinces, the trial was tranfmitted to 
them for their approbation, before the fentence 
tvas^exccutcd. Two courts were eflabhlhed by the 
council of controul, confifting of all the members 
©{the council, to revife the proceedings of the 
country courts, and finally to determine thereon. 

One of the greateft grievances lathe adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, was the venality and opprefiion of 
the Cazees.who fince thecompany*sacceflion, hB4 
invented a variety of new taxes upon the ryotts and 
cftablilhcd a mode of compromife for criminal of* 
fences, ' . 

The Cazccs were <Krefted never to demand any 
compofition for crimes j that the rate of their fees 
beftuck up, attefted by, the zemindar on ih? wall 
of the cutchery in the Pcrlian and Bengal lan- 
guages. That the Peon apprehending a prifoner 
Jhallnot take above two annas per day, befides vic- 
tuals ; and that where the perfon can give good 
fccuiity for his appearance, they fhould not keep 
peons upon his perfon. Th?c ifanyEnglifhGo- 
maftah takes upom him to fend peons and detain 
prifoners, or any inferior officers exerclfe jurifdidti- 
ons b?yond their own ptecini^, they Ihould take 

. ' pwi 
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^jroperfteps to put a ibp to fuch unwarrantable 
pra^ices. 

, Mr. Ducarcl, rupervifor at Pornea, made a report 
‘to the council of three criminal trials ; one for the 
murder of a child, in which feniencc of death had 
been parted, waitingonly for the proper approba- 
tion to-be put in execution ; and two other cafes 
of theft and robbery, for which, by the Mahome- 
tan law, the criminals were condemned to have 
one hand and one foot cut off, propofing that in 
lieu of that punirtiment, in thefe and fimllar cafe5, 
the criminals fhould be fent to the public works. 
The anfwer from the council ftated, that the ulti- 
mate decifion in criminal cafes rerted entirely with 
•the Naib Subah, who returned his fentence to the 
officers of the Adawlat ; adding, that fhould the 
order of the prefident and council, with refpeft to 
thediftlflOiionto beobferved between the dewannee 
and the nlzamut, admit of the council’s interpo- 
fiogin criminal cafes, they fhould then take into 
. confideration the propriety of the propofed devia- 
tions from the rules of the Mahometan law. 

' Mr. Uous, fupervifor of Ragelhaby, iranfmit- 
ted in a letter to the chief and council of revenue, 
the proceedings of two trials for different murders ; 

- with refpeft to one of them, he only mentioned 

- that the perfon accufed had been condemned to 

- die, and that two petfons included in the charge 
were acquitted ihe other was the trial of a father 

' for the murder of his daughter, an infant of fix 
months old, by cleaving her head afunder; thefa£t 
was proved according to the forms of iheMahome- 
' Jan law, by his own confefTion, cxcufing it as done 
fi? qf dcfpair, on account of fomc delay in the 
, ' cerc- 
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Ceremony of his intended marriage : by the autho- 
rity of one palTage in the khoran, this -criminal 
ihould have been punilhed with dtaih ; but the 
latter commentators, and efpecially a fociety of 
learned men, who were employed by the authority 
of Aurengzebe to digeft the civil and criminal in- 
ftituiions of the khoran, had mitigated the rigour 
of this law, regarding the deftruftion of a grown 
perfon, as a punifhment more than adequate to the 
death of a child. He concluded with obferving, 
that the peculiar circumftances of barbarity in this 
cafe ought, notwjihftandmg the lenity of ihcfe au- 
thorities, to undergo the fev'crcft punilbment. 

The council in anfwcr to this letter, mentioned 
that, in confideration of the peculiar barbarity of 
the cafe, the Naib Subah had pronounced a fen- 
tence in foms degree beyond the letter of the law, 
though not fo far as affect the life of the culprit. 

. The'preGdenc and council in their inftructionr 
fald exprcfsly, Although we wifh to interfere as 
little as poHlble with the buBnefs that appertains to 
the,nizamut, and ellablifhed by long ufage in the 
country, yet as we are defirous of checking the 
arbitrary proceedings of the Moorilh courts of juf- 
tice, from a duty we owe to the happinefs and fe- 
curity of the inhabitants ; we will therefore, that 
j’ou will give the firifteft attention to prevent 
injuQice, as much as pofliblc, by your reprefenta- 
iion to government as occaHons offer. 

Mr. btewart, rcfident atBordvvan, inhisanfwcr 
obferved, that the courfe of deciDon, by arbitra- 
tion was found dilatory, undecifive and unfatUfac- 
lory : that the inhabitants were become very 
averfe to that manner of proceeding, preferring 
... ^ ‘ great- 
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♦reatly the’ertablinie*.! cutcherle$, erpcctally^whilft 
under the fuperintcndanccof a company’s (ervant;‘ 
that in his opinion, the abufes in the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice nere to be imputed rather to the 
corrupt principles of the Mahometan and Gentoo 
judges, than ro any defers in the laws or in the* 
regulations of the courts ; and that therefore, thefe 
grievances could not be in any way fo well redrefled 
as by a ftriift fuperlntendance of the company’s fer- 
vants in their fcveral jurifdiiftions. 

' It is to be obferved, that throughout all Indof- 
tan, in cafe of theft, robbery, or murder, the ze- 
mindar of the province is bound to profccute thd 
murderer or thief, and the effefts j and are liable 
to be called themfelves to account, if they fail In 
this duty. 

Mr.Bently, chief at Luclcypoor gave his opinion; 
that there would be inconvenience in the entire' a- 
bolitlon of the judicial fees, by affording too much 
encouragement to litigation, whereby the charges 
of the cutcherries to government would be greatly 
increafed; and that though difcretionary fines ought 
not to be allowed, yet under proper regulations a- 
dopted to the degreeof the offence, that mode of 
punilhment feemed the lead; that it feemed abfolutei 
ly ncceffiry to appoint fubordinste powers of judi- 
cature, for the protcdlion of the poor inhabitants 
refiding at a diftance from the metropolis of the dif- 
lri€t; that the mode of arbitration nv as in general, 
very difficult as few perfons chufe to undertake 
that office j and that, to carry it into creneral prac- 
tice, it would be ncceflary to make the natives, 
when called upon, to aft in that charafter, liable to 
certain fines on refufal or fleglcft. 

- ' , The , 
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*^The naib Doan prcfented a memorial tothefprc^ 
fidcnt and council, on the fubjcd: of arbitration, 
accurately diftingullhing foch cafes as are proper 
for that mode of decifion, and fuch as muft be de- 
cided by the courts of judicature ; according to the 
law of the latter i.md be Hated alt difputc^ of in- 
heritance, property, purchafes, allignmenis, and 
the like } that thefe cafes depending upon the laws 
of theferiptures, according to the orders of the al- 
mighty and his prophet, cannot be proper fubjedls 
of adrniniftration, for the right muft be decided ac- 
cording to the precepts of the law, and common arb- 
bitrators cannot be proper judges thereof. That 
cafes of mifdemeanor, or offence, by onefubjedt to 
another, cannot be referred to arbitration, but muft 
be judged and puniftied by the proper officers of 
juftice, and much more efpecially crimes of a high- 
er magnitude muft undergo the judgment of the 
law iifelf : that on the ^other hand, in cafes of 
debt, account at other commercial concern, arbi- 
tration is [he belt mode 6f decifion: that he had 
accordingly ifiucd orders to the officers of the courts 
of juftice in the feveral diftri&s, that in. all matters 
of debt, trade, petty quarrels and ordinary occur- 
rences where the parcics are willing to refer, they 
Ihould appoint arbitrators, and that regifters-be 
duly kept in the court of Adawlatof all caufes de- 
cided in that way. 

The council, in confequence of thefe reprefenta- 
lions enforced the neceffity of reftrtfting the orders 
relative to arbitration, to fuch cafes fpecified for 
that purpofe ; for that it would be produflive of the 
grcaicft diflatisfadtion ia the country, of that mode 
of decifion was to be fubftitutcd in the place of ju- 
dicial 
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Slfciii determinations, m fdcli cafes as fail un^ef 
the fixe principles of the Mahometan law, that 
fuch a meafure would be regarded by all the Ma- 
hometans as an infringment on their religion and 
tuftoms, would excite great difeontenc and appre-> 
henfion, and perhaps be liable to an obftinaie and 
indexible oppofition* The prefident and council 
declared, that all cafes of inheritance, marriages or 
other matters for whiifh the Mahometan law has 
made provlfion, and Iikcwile matters refpedting in- 
herttaric^y and the particular Jaws and ufages of 
the cafts of the Gefitoos Ihould bfe decided by the 
feftablifhed magiftrates, alEfted by the proper per-*’’ 
fonsof the refpedKvcreUgtons,accoTdmgtothcla\\3 
Snd uftges of each. 

The naib Duan femonftrated againfl the in- 
^ruftions of the prefident and cauncil. which 
direficed, that in cafes of inheritance of the Gcn- 
toos, the raagiftraces fhould be alBfted by the 
bratnins of the call to which the parties' be- 
long, and flated for his reafons againft allowing 
a bramin to be called in to the decilion of any 
matter of inheritance, orotherdifpute of Gentoosy 
fhat lince the eftabltfhment of the Mahometan 
dominion in Htndoftan, the bramins had never 
been admitted to fuch jurifdidtion : that to order 
a magidrate of the faith to decide, in conjundlion 
with a braminy would be repugnant to the rules 
of the faith, and an innovation peculiarly impro- 
per in a country under the dominion of a mullul- 
man emperor: that where the matter in dilpute 
can be decided by a reference tobram’ihs, no in- 
terruption had ever been gi\en to .that mode of 
decifion ; bur that Where they think fit to reforc 
Vot/ III. 3 H to 
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to the cftablilhed judicatures of the country, they 
muft fubmit to a decifion according to the rules 
and principles of that law, by which alone thefe 
courts are authorifed to judge : that there would 
be the greateft abfurdity in fuch an alTociation of 
' judicature, becaufe the bramin would determine 
according to the precepts and ufages of his call, 
and the magiftrates muft decide according to thofe 
of the Mahometan law : that in many inftances 
the rules of the Gencoo and Muflulman laws, even 
nith refpedh to inheritance and fucceffion, differ 
materially from each other. 

There was to be a fixed time for the limitation 
of fuits and complaints ; ppon this point it is ob- 
feryed, that, both by the Mahometan and Hin- 
,doo laws, and by the ufage of the country, all 
claims winch liave laid dormant for twelve years, 
whether land or money, arc invalid. 

The practice of individuals cxercifing authority 
over their debtors, was cntirclv abolilhed. ‘ 

The judicatures cxifting at Calcutta confiftedof 
the courts derived out of the conftitution of the 
country; and of ihofc cftablilhed by hisBritannid 
majefty’s charter of jufticc, until the charter of 
jufiicc granted to the company in the thirteenth 
>ear of his late majefiy, the only courts of juflicc 
.that exifted in Calcutta were derived out of the 
conftitution of the country. Soon after the efta- 
blifliment of the fcitlcmcnt at Calcutta, near the 
end of the laft century, the Englilh company ob* 
tained from the nabob the zcmindaiy rights of 
the diftrift around that Ictclcment; by which they 
became the zemindar of that diftrift, with all the 
tights, incident to that office, amongft which, is 
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the^criminal, civil, and religious jurifdidion of 
the diftrift. The company exercifes thefe feve- 
raljurifdidlions within the diftrictnf Calcutta, in 
confequcnce of their being the zemindar of the 
diftridt. There are three courts cftabliflied at 
Calcutta, for the trial of crimes, for civil caufes, 
and for matters of revenue. 

• The criminal court tries all crimes committed 
by the natives, and in this refpeft has a concur- 
Tent jurlfdiftion with the court of oyer and ter- 
miner, cftabliflied by the charter of juftice ; one 
judge only fits in that court, appointed by the go- 
vernor and council. Formerly one of the coun- 
cil was always appointed to this office, but this 
duty has of late years been entrufted to junior 
fervanis, one of the council being appointed 
monthly to fuperlntend. In capital cafes, three 
members of the board fit as judges in this court, 
and befote the execution of thefenience, the pro- 
xeedings muft be laid before the governor and coun- 
cil. '1 he civil court confirts of fcveral judges alfo 
appointed by the governor and council out of the 
junior fervants, but feldom more than one aftually 
fils. This court has jurifdiftion of all caufes be- 
tween the natives, and alfo in caufes between a na-^ 
tive and European, where the latter is plaintiff; 
but in this cafe the native may remove the-caufe 
into the mayor’s court. The rule of judgment in 
thefe courts, is fuppofed to be the cuftomsand ufage 
■ of the country ; and where no cuftom or ufage 
applies, it is at the difcretionof the judge. 

- The jurlfditftions of thefe courts being in them- 
felves very defeftive, and moreover very inade- 
quate to the advanced ftaie of this fetrlemenr, and 

fimiUr 
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fimUar defers being found in other fcttlements of 
the cornoany, application waa made to the crown, 
in ihe thirteenth yearpf tho late kingj for a charter 
pf Juftice. 

A charter w^as accordingly granted by virtue of 
pouers veiled in the crown by Icvpral ad:s of par- 
liament, grants and orders, That there Ihould be 
for ev’er thereafter, within the factory of Fort Wil- 
liam, in Bengal, one body politic and corporate, by 
the name of the rnayor and aldermen of Calcutta ; 
at Fort William in Bengal to ponfift of a mayor 
and nine aldermen, the mayor and feven aldermen 
being natural born fubjefts, but the other fao to 
be allowed to be foreign proteftants : and i|; is fur- 
ther granted, that the mayor and aldermen fhould 
forever thereafter b®, and are thereby conftituied 
a court of record, by the name of the mayor’s 
court atOalcutta ; and that they, or any three of 
them (the mayor or fsnior alderman then reftdene 
there to he one) may, and are thereby auihottfed^ 
to try, hear and determine all civil fults, adtions 
pr plaints between party and party, arifing within 
the faidtown orfaftory of Calcutta, or any of the 
fadlories, fubordinate thereunto, except fuch fqirs 
as fhall be between Ipdian natives, which fhall be- 
determined among ihemfclvcs, unlefs both parties 
ponfenc to the determination of the mayor’s court t 
and this court isalfo auihorifedto try fuits, brought 
againfl the cqmpany, or by the ‘company agamfl 
any perfon. • ' 

This pharter alfo conftitures the prefident and 
pouncil to be a court of record, in order to receive, 
try ^nd dplpfmme appeals from the judgments or- 

dtprees 
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decrees of the mayor’s court the determinations 
of this court to be ifnal, if the value does notexcecd 
fooo pagadoes; tut if it exceeds that fum,''the- 
parties are allowed, within fourteen days after furh 
decree dr judgment is entered on record, to appeal 
to his majefty in council ; ‘ the fa’id charter alfo ella- 
blilhes a court for recovery of fmall debts, within 
the faid town or factory at Calcutta and the fadtones 
and diftridts fubordinate thereto ; and the faid char- 
ter farther grants and ordains the governor and coun- 
cil to be juftices of the peace, and have power' to 
adt as fuch, and to hold quarter feffions of the 
peace,' and alfo to be commiiTioners of oyer and 
terminer, and general gaol delivery, for trying and 
punifhing all offences (high treafon only excepted) 
committed within the Bengal's jurifdidion ; the faid 
charter farther grams, that the faid mayor's court 
<hali have power to grant probate of wills and let- 
ters of adminiftraiion, 

Although this courr cannot legally iffue procels 
^)eyond the bounds of Calcutta, or its fubordinate 
factories, yet their procefs hath been iflued ' to 
and executed in'all parts of Bengal, under fpecial 
order of the governor and council, granted or 
refufed at iheir difcrelion, and that in ail thefe 
cafes'the procefs was fent to one of the company's 
fervants j the criminal jorifdidtion of the feflions to 
have the fame extent as the mayor’s court, and na- 
tive, were fent from every part of the country to 
be tried in that court ; and all Europeans were 
brought in the fame manner from any part of the 
country, except from t’nc fa&orics belonging to 
pther European naiions. 


It 
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It appeared to the committee appointed by the 
houfe ot commons, that the judges of thefe ^courts 
are joftly fenfible of their ovvn deficiency of knov/* 
ledge in the la\^s of lingland, and that therefore 
They, as well as the prefident and council, have 
frcquenily applied to the court of direftors, to hy 
particular points, refpe^Ung their jurifdidbon, Be- 
fore council, and to tranfmit the opinions of fuch 
counfel, to be the guide of their conduift. Some 
tnftances of this land have'Been laid before the 
committee, upon doubts refpefting their ccclcfiaf- 
tical, and alfu their criminal jurirdiiftion ; particu* 
hrly whether the charter allows them to'take'cog- 
nizance of murders, robberies, and other'crimes 
commuted by Europeans, not immediately under, 
the company’s fiag. There were feveral perfons 
in confinement committed beyond the limits pre- 
feribeJ in the charter of Juflice, whole trial was 
prevented from doubts arifing with fcfptft to the 
powers conveyed by the charters. 

Whatever doubts have been entertained in Ben^ 
gal, on ^his fubjedt, it is clear by the very terms 
of the charter of jufticc, that the jurifdic- 
tion of the court of oyer and^ terminer and goal 
delivery, is retrained to offences committed within 
the town or dtUriit of Calcutta and its fubordinate 
factories; the confcquence of this, in the prefent 
fituation of Bengal, is, that there arc many of his 
majcfly’s fubjefts, refiding in' Bengal, neither un- 
der the protection or controul of the laws of Eng- 
land, nor amenable to the criminal judicatures of 
the ccuntry. Mr. Withal ‘had laid before the 
court of directors a petition, in which he com--' 
plained of having been difmilTcd from his of- 
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fice, as attorney of the mayor'4 court nt Calcutta ; 
by an arbitrary and illegal proceeding of that 
court, without any regular complaint, without any 
fufEcient allegation, without evidence upon oath, 
and without having had iufficicnc time to make his 
defence ; and alfo that the order of difmiffion, be- 
fides finding him guilty of mifeondudt in a particu- 
lar caufe depending before the court, contained a 
general charge of his having frequently merited the 
general reprehenfion'of the court, but without fpe- 
cifying any particular fafls, . , 

, The court of dircdlors having taken the opinion 
of their counfel upon this cafe, 'exprelTed their dif- 
tipprobation of the general charge contained In the 
order againfi Mr. Wilthall, without any allegati- 
on of fafts to fupporc it, as highly improper and 
unbecoming a court of juftice, abd (hey recom- 
mended it to the governor and council to admit Mr, 
.Wiichali's appeal, and to a€b therein as julHce 
fhould require. The committee begged leave to 
fubmit to the confideration of the houle fome very 
fingular circumllances, which feemed materially to 
affedt their independence and their efficacy. 

Although the mayor’s court, was iniencled not 
pnly to try caufes between party and party, on the 
court of oyer and terminer and gaol delivery to 
punifh the crimes of private individuals, but the 
former alfo to. try caufe*! in which the company it- 
felf is a party, and the latter to punilh the offences 
of any of’their fervanis, yet the judges of thefe 
courts were removal from thefe offices, by virtue 
of which, they ejcerciftd their judicial fundlions at 
the pleafure of the prefident and council, and that 
fuch fenience could not be reviewed, bur by the le- 
. . odious 



C43= ] 

dious rliode of an appeal to his majefty in c<}unci/r 
Courts thus confidered, could not be confidered aS 
free and independent judicatures, irt any cafe where 
the company’s a patty, or where any member o( 
the council is profecuted on a criminal charge/ 

Although thefe courts, at leaft, with refpeft to 
the Europeans, were bound to judge according to 
the laws of England, yet the iudges of thofe 
courts w'ere not required to be, and, in fafty 
have never been perfons educated in the know- 
ledge of thofe laws by which they mufl decide 5 
but any of the junior fervants of the company 
were felcfted for thefe important trufts, affeSing 
the property, the liberty, and the lives of hts Ma-* 
jefty’s fubjeils in Bengal/ 

The cbmmittee Hated to the houfe fueb provi- 
fions as have been made by law, for the trial and 
punilhment in England, of offences committed ■ 
by the company’s ferN’^ts in Bengal, to fpecify 
tn what inftances thofe provifions have been 
attempted to be carried into execution, with 
the refulc of the proceedings, and fubmitted to 
the confidcration of the houfe, fome circumHance? 
which appeared greatly to obfiruft the efficacy of 
any remedy in England, as the law on that fub- 
jetft is now conftituted. 

By an aft, pafled in the 24th 'of George II« 
entituled, An aft! for puniffiing mutiny and 
defertion of officers and ieddiers in the fervicc 
of the united company'^of merchants of England,’ 
trading to the Eaft Indies; and for the punlffi- 
ment of offences committed in the Eaft Indies/ 
or at the ifland of Sf. Helena,” ut is provided/ 

** That if any’of the company’s prefidents or 
* '■ , c-ouncil/ ' 
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vcral mont^is after he had qukied iliat prcfideticy : 
and alfo, againft Mr. Vcrcilt, in refpcQ: of the Com- 
inlffion of the laid revenues received by him when 
he was prefident at Fort William ; and to profe- 
cute fcvcral other perfoos, who had 'been in the 
company’s fervice, on whom the company were 
adnl'ed they had demands on account of ihe^ Mha- 
tooie-tax in Bengal ; that three bills in equity, of 
great length and nicety, had been prepared againfl 
a great number of defendants refpefting the trade 
and duties on fait, and againft lord Clive and Mr, 
Vcrelft feperately, to recover the company’s de. 
tnands refpe^ing thecommiflion on the revenues ; 
that thofe bills had been perufed and ligned Sy the 
company’s counfcl, and that fair copies had been 
laid before Mr. Attorney-General, for his approba- 
tion before they were filed. 

That a bill was now likewife before the compa- 
ny’s counfel againft a great number of perfohs for 
Recovery of fcvcral large fums of money received 
by them under colour of the Mhatoote tax, which 
were to be filed with all polTiblc expedition, as 
foon as It fhould have been approved of by the 
company's counfel, andMr. Attorney-General; be- 
fore whom that bill was alfo diredted to be laid. 

The committee examined feveral of the witnefles, 
who were bell acquainted with Bengal, “ Whether 
it was pofiible to bring natives from that country to 
England, to give their’icftimony in any profecu- 
tion or fuits to be commenced here, for matters 
• done on arifing in Bengal ; and were informed, 
by all the witnelTes who fpoke to this point, that 
though they knew noobllruftion to the brlngmo' 
over Mahometan witnefles, but the length and cx^ 
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fences of the voyage, they confidered it as abfg^ 
lately impoffible to bring over any wiinefs of the 
Gentoo religion ; it being one ot the elUblifliecl 
principles of that religion^ that water is facred, 
and that to defile that aliment (which according to 
their potion is done by many unavoidable a6ts>is 
a prefanation, for which any perfon fo offending 
would forfeit his caft ; that if any Gentoo could 
be prevailed on to crofs the fca, in order to come 
to England, they muft ncceflarily be perfons defti- 
tute of thofe principles, which they arc taught by 
their profeflion to revere, 'and therefore unworthy 
to receive credit as wdincfles. 

In many cafes, which might be proper fubjedls 
of profscution in this country, the teftimony of ■ 
Britilb fubjedts, or other Europeans refiding.atBen-. 
gal may be neccfliiry, and the difficulty and ex- 
pence of bringing over thofe or any witncfTcs, ^ 
feemed an almoft unfurmountable obflruflion to the 
'ufe and efficacy of the flaiutes, allowing profecur 
tions in England for offences committed in India j 
and the fame circumftance equally obftrudts the at- 
tainment of julVice by civil adtion of any nature. 
For any Injury received or demand arifing in that 
country. 

The power exercifed by the general courf, of 
putting a flop to profecutions ordered by tfie court 
ofdirdftors, may tend greatly to defeat the efficacy 
of the ftatutes ; as the perfon charg-d, efpecially 
where he is or has been m any conhderable fiation 
in the company'^s fervice, may have it in his power, 
by the management of his friends, to contrive at 
ibme time or other, by a majority of a general court 

to 
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to put a flop to the intended or depending profe*. 
cution. ' 

In regard to the rate of intereft allowed in the 
courts of that country, in cafcs of mercantile debts, 
the rate was one per cent, per month, confidered 
as the current intereft of the country in mercantile 
tranfadfcions, amongft men of probity and reputa- 
tion volortiary agreements foj a much higher rate 
of intereft are often made, even to three per cent, 
per month, where the occafion has been urgent, 
and the loan for a ftiorc time, and attended with 
xi/k. 

The ufual intereft given by the company Is nine 
per cent, per annum, by Europeans; in accounts 
with each other, ten per cent, and by the natives 
twelve per cent, the cutcherry did not allow beyond 
that rate. It was ufual for the Seats and other ban- 
Iters at Murftiadabad to furntih the zemindars 
when prefled for money to pay their rents to go- 
vernment, at the rate of three per cent, per month, 
The tats of this intereft is oiherwife never given 
_ but in cafes of great emergency; however, that 
authorized by cuftom having amounted to the molt 
exorbitant ufury, the following rates arc now efta- 
biifhed to be received and paid, as well for paft 
debts as on future loans of money, viz. on fums 
not exceeding one hundred rupees piincipal, an in- 
tereft of three rupees iv»o annes per cent, per 
month, or half an anno in the rupee : on fums a- 
bovc one hundred rupees, principal, an intereft of 
two rupees per cent, per month ; the principal and 
intereft to be dKcharged, according to the conditi- 
on of the bond ; and all compound, iniertft, ari- 

Si? \'cs 
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be deemed unlawful and pr'ohlbltedj when a d^bt 
is fued for upon a bond, which (hall be formed to 
fpccify a higher intereft than the eftablifhed rates 
the intereft ftiall be wholly forfeited to the debtor, 
and the principal only recoverable, and all attempts 
to elude this law by deduftion from the original 
loan, under whatever denomination, ftiall be pu- 
niftied by a forfeiture of one moiety of the amount 
of the bond to the government, and the other 
half to the debtor. f ' 

The faid regulations point at fuch extortions, 
that though the family of the Seats and others, hive 
taken for money lent by them three and a half per 
cent, per month, obligations to pay five per cent, 
have been there exaded and the borrower compel- 
led to agree to pay the fame ; becaufe, thofe who 
had been accuftomed to lend at a lower rate, now 
refufed to fupply them with money, alledging, 
that if they attempted to recover their loan from 
the zemindars, fuch attempt would be fruftrated 
by the power of the perfon lending at five per 
cent. 

Even after an engagement to pay five per cent, 
the debtors have adtually been obliged to pay 
fourteen per cent, which enormous abufc is evi- 
dently inconliftent with the profperity of the coun- 
try, and highly detrimental to the revenue received 
by the company. Lord Clive during his prefi- 
dcncy never attempted to reform fo many glaring 
abuCes, and moft of his new regulations rather en- 
couraged than difcountcnanccd the fyftem of vena- 
lity, corruption, ufury and opprefiion which has 
of late years brought the company on the brink of 
turn, The meafures he had purfued with refpeft 

to 
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to the poUiics of the country, and his pretended 
difcoveries of the infidelity, rapacioufnefs and mif* 
behaviour of divers fervants of the company, at the 
head of adminiftration in the Bengal provinces, be- 
fore his lordfhip’s laft prefidency, were only calcu- 
lated to direft the company’s attention by the re- 
trofpedt of paft tranfa£tions, in order that himfeif 
and his committee might efcape the blame and re- 
proach thsir prefent innovations juftly deferred. 
None, of their plans promifed ftabihty for a peace- 
able pofllflion of the new acquifjtions. 

They fucceeded as far as to keep the direflors in 
the dark, who approved his lordfhip’s condudV, lb 
as to think his preCence in Bengal cfiemUlly necef- 
firy, to accompUni a thorough reformation, ear- 
nefily requeftingihat be would continue another fea- 
lon in Bengal, to fee the efTeft of his regulations j 
they looked upon the warwich Sujah Dowlah ended 
conformable to their wifhes ; as they had, been told 
the power of tbatSoubah was the llrongen: barrier 
they could have, ngainft the invafions of the nor- 
thern powers, and of the Marattas which had laid 
them fo long defolate, without confidering that 
this faithlefs ally and ambitious neighbour would 
take the firft favourable opportunity of re-afium- 
ing his former independency, by an alliance with 
the very people, the company were in dread of, to 
fccure the pofTeffion of hiS dominions, with a view 
to enlarge them. The meafures of Mr. Vanfifartt 
and his couAcH were animadverted upon as impoli- 
tic and injudicious : had the king been left in pof- 
feffion of Sujah Dowlah’s country, this acceffion of 
power would have added weight to his frkndfhip ; 
and gratitude for the company’s eminent fervices 
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in maintaining Kim in this new fovereignty* would 
hdve attached hirn ftrongly to their intereli, with- 
out the apprehenfion of waging for the tuiure a 
war at that iramenfe diflance, or its being brought 
down again to their frontiers ; nothing could foef- 
feftually have reftored the country to its former 
flourifliing Hate, and the reputation of the company^ 
than reinitating the Mogul -to a ftate, that would 
have enabled his majelly to aflift his bencfaftors, 
-wUhout having the power to hurt them j indeed 
Sujah Dowlah, the only Soubah m Indoftan who Is- 
likely to infpire him with hoftile defigns, to ag- 
grandize himfelf by thefupport he might afford, 
him, has already fhewn his reftlefs fpirit and afpir- 
ing views, by embroiling the company with the 
chiefs of the Rohlllas, againft whom he joined late- ' 
ly his forces, tired himfelf of formidable neigh- 
' hours. The revenue agreed by his lordfhlp to be paid 
to the mogul, was not adequate to the refpeft he 
’ profefled tor the royal blood, and was but a poor 
acknowledgment of his right. The princes of In- 
doftan are not dupes of this pretended moderation 
and have been convinced fince, that any breach of 
treaty will ever have ihe fanftion of their fervants, * 
as the commanders of their forces looked beyond' 

• the Bengal provinces for plunder and rapine ; the 
article in the treaty with Sujah Dowlah is not con- 
fined folely to the company’s trade, as ordered by 
the diredtors, who mean only to claim this privi- 
lege, if his dominions produced any goods fit for 
the European markets, or wxre made the tneans of 
extending their trade in the wxollen manufadture, 
or any other European goods, this v/ill produce 
new complaints and dlfconients. 


Ever 
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Ever fince the company has obtained the dewan- 
nee, the barrier Of the country government has 
been entirely broke down,^and every Englifhman 
throughout the country has been armed with an au- 
thority that owned no fuperlor amongft the Indian 
powers, and exercifed an intolerable tyranny and 
oppreffion on the helplefs natives, who know not 
whom to obey. 

The fyrtetn of lord Clive and the gentlemen of 
the feledt commute in depriving the Subah of a re- 
venue of almoft two millions ftcrllng, was to en- 
rich his friends and dependants, with the treafure 
and property of an injured and degraded prince, to 
leave him at their mercy, under pretence, that he 
liad adopted principles detrimental to the company's 
iniereiV. 

* Though the noble prefident and the felcdt com- 
mittee had artfully fuggefted to the company, that 
Mr. Vanlittart and his council had been diredtly 
undermining the whole fabric, whilft the company 
Were finking under the burthen of the war, and 
their fervants enriching themlelves from thofe very 
, funds that ought to have fupported it ; they are no 
principals in the advantages of it, but only liable 
to its charges and dangers in the province of Burd- 
wan, the refidcnt and his council take the fame an- 
nual ftipend of So,ooo rupees per annum, from' 
the Rajah in addition to the company’s falary ; this 
pernicious principle has been even carried further,' 
even to the (baring with the Rajah of all he colledled 
beyond the flipulated land revenue, overlooking 
the company’s right, to whom properly every thing 
belonged that was not ncceflaiy for the Rajah's fup- 
porc. ,Thus the company's fervants have endea- 
voured 
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Vo’ure^ to glofs over the crime of their proceedings 
finCe the nabob’s of Bengal have been reduced to a 
icanty penfion, and have- been grafpmg the great- 
fell: fhare of the nabob’s tbvfenues, which was not 
alloted to the company. 

To render ihetr acqulfitlons as permanent as hu- 
man wifdom could make them, required^ more juf- 
iice and fimplicity in the etecution. The offica 
and power of the king’s dewan was to collcdt alt 
the revenues, and aftet defraying the expences of 
the army, and allowing a fuMcient fund for the 
fupport of the nizamut, to remit the remainder to 
Dehly j the principal fervants appointed to fuper- 
intend this collcftion, have been guilty of the 
moft ndtorlous^ breach of truft, jn concealing the 
teal •value of the country, to cheat their employ - 1 
ers. Their refidents at the durbar have exerclfed 
that irtiportant office, to the manifeft prejudice o£ 
the edrapany, and to their own dlfcredit, by fup- 
pofed deficientieS In the payments of fome par- 
ticular province, rajah or zemindar, atlefied by 
ihefe they employed in this colleiflion. 

The rcfident at rhe Durbar being conftarttly on 
the fpoc, could not be long a flrangcr to the abufes 
of government, and though he was armed with 
po;\er to remedy them, he found his Intereft in 
couiitenanciilg the encroachments of rapacious 
agents, and the dpprcfiion of the natives i fince the 
office of rcfident was become of fo much impor- 
tance,. the noble prefident took upon himfelf to re- 
gulate it without controul. 

How ignorant were the court of dire^ors of In- 
dia officers, during his lordlhip’s prcfidency, and 
how little apprehenfive they were-of the pernicious 

VoL. HI. 5 1 . cqti- 
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con^quences of the meafures he had purfuea, ajf-» 
pears by complimenting the noble lord in one of 
their letters, on the penetration on which his lord- 
fhip difeerned the true intereft of the company, in: 
every branch ; the rapidity with which he reftored 
order, peace and tranquilit), and the unbiafled in- 
tegrity that had governed all his tranfadtions. 
They congratulated him on being the happy in- 
firument of fuch extenfive bleflings to the Bengal 
provinces, not forcfecing that they ftiould when 
better informed lament their imprudence and folly, 
for having delegated all their civil and military 
power to a man whofc tranfadlions became after- 
wards the fubje£t of parliamentary enquiry and ani- 
madverfion. 

They faw tlie deplorable Hate to which their 
affairs have been fince reduced, from the corruption 
and avarice of ins creatures and the univerfal de- 
pravity of manners, after their example, through- 
out the fcttlement. After his lordlliip’s boafled 
peace, great part of the company’s capital was funk 
into ufclcfs and moft cxienfive eflablilhments ; the 
funds that ought to have been deHined for improve- 
ing their acquifitions, were perverted to the baneful 
purpofes of ferving for the future corruption, ty- 
ranny, and the moll iniquitous' proceedings from 
due punifhmenl. The bfiing advantages that 
might have been obtained from a fuccefsful war, 
were totally ncglcdlcd ; the king ftill unable to 
maintain himfclf, may be driven back on the Ben- 
gal provinces, or if he was* fuccefsful through our 
afiiftancc in a new war, the venality or ambition of 
the company’s fers’ants, may urge them on to march 
tkeir forces with him to Dslily. The quick pro- 
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grefs of private fortunes acquired by his friends and 
adherents, has alarmed the very fenate, where 
they purchafcd feats with the fpoils of injured and 
opprefled millions. The monopolies pradtifcd in 
^he inland trade, exhibited fuch feene of mifery as 
never was feen In India, or other country ; and his 
lordihip could not prevail with all his intereft and 
eloquence on the direftors, after the fatal experi- 
enc6 they had of the enormous abufes, committed 
in this trade, to approve it, even in the fpepious 
plan laid down in the committee proceedings. His 
Jordfbip having beert requeued by the court of di- 
reftors and Mr. Vanfittart to deliver into their 
hands feme papers relative to this gentleman's con- 
du^^, when prefident of Bengal, wrote the follow- 
ing letter to- the court, dated Berkley-Square, X4th 
January, 1775. ' 

Gentlemen, 

I conceived that my anfiver to your fecretary'a 
Jetter«pf the ift inftanr, might have induced you to 
refledt, that if there were any materials in my pof- 
feflion, v/hich did not appear in the public proceed- 
ings of my government, they vere unneceflarj, if 
not improper for public communication; but, I 
find that my letter mllead of having fuch effeft, 

^ has aimoft produced a requifitton of fome papers,' 
which you have been informed, have been in my 
hands, containing proofs of Mr. Vanfittart’s hav- 
ing received feven lacks of rupees for making the 
Mongheer treaty, and you have thought proper, 
thus to prefs tins matter, I will not decline to ac- 
knowledge that I am ponefled pf fome informations 

upo* 
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Upon tliat fobjed; I muft at the fame time ap- 
quaiot yOPj that I tranfmittcd from Bengal, to Mr. 
Dudley, your chairman, for not entering into every 
public enquiry direfled m your letters, by the 
Cambden , and now I enclofe a copy of fuch part 
of my advices to him for your obfervation. I have 
to add, that upon ray arrival in England, I com* 
piunicated to your chairman, Mr. Rous, the in-? 
formations alluded to After fuch proceedings on 
jny parr, I might have hoped, that d at any time 
thefc private materials become necelTary to the 
court of diredtors, on grounds of public utility, 
the application for them would have been in a pri- 
vate rcqueft from the chairman, yvuh whom I have 
been moft ready to co operate, and whofc repre* 
fentation of a real neceffiiy of producing the parti- 
culars, would have had weight with me. 1 wilj 
hope, that upon the conllderation of what 1 have 
now laid before you, no farther cxpofition v> ill b? 
thought ncccflary from me. 


/ 


I have the honour to be, 6cc. 

(Signed) Chve.’* 


Dis lordfbip, notwiihdanding the hatred he bore 
to Mr. Vanfittart, was afraid that fuch a precedent 
plight caufe an inquiry irto his owncondudb , this 
»as the reafon of the moderation he affedlcd to 
fiiev. towards the man, whofeadminiftianon he had 
fo often Vilified, as will be fecn in the extradl of a 
fetter to George Dudley, Efq, dated Calcutta 8th 
September 1766. “ After having explained rayfel^ 
^0 fully upon this fubjeft, give me leave to expoilu- 

Jat^ 
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^te \viih you as chairman, in that friendly fhanr 
ner, and on that intimate footing which 1 would 
always wlfh to with the ptefent court of dlreq- 
tors. After a general court of proprietors had je- 
pofed fo much confidence in me, and that confi- 
dence was fo ftrongly confirmed by a letter which 
I received from the court of directors j where w as 
the neceflity of pointing out to me fo many difa- 
greeable and odious enquiries ? Could not the di- 
yeftors have poftponed their fentiments until they 
^ad fecn in what manner I had condufted myfelf : 
could a court of direftors, for whom I had fo high 
an efteem, imagine that I would leave ought, un- 
done or uninquire'd into, that would tend to their- 
, honour, or the advantage of the company ? cer- 
tainly I would not ; my own reputation was toq 
ynuch at (lake, to adroit a thought to the contrary, j 
You may be aflured^ it gives roe p^in to be re* 
duced to the neceflity of declining obedience to 
any of your orders ; but retrafpcdion into adions 
'which have been buried in oblivion for fo many 
yearsy which if enquired into, may produce difeo- 
yeries which cannot bear the light ; which can be 
^ no advantage to the company, but may , bring dif- 
|»race into the nation; and at the fame time blaft 
the reputation of great and good families, v, ho 
;ivill fuffer for the iniquity of individuals j wane 
only to occafion fo much uneafinefs is what I can- 
p6c reconcile to thofc principles of humanity by 
which I have always been actuated ; neiche/ do I 
think it found policy to inquire into the proceed- 
ings of that committee, \vhich placed Cofliiti Ally 
JCawn upon the [vlufnud j’ the bad actions of fer- 
yancs frequently refleft difliunour upon their maf- 
' ters J 
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maftcrs. Tlie prefent flourifhing ccndltlon of Cl^t 
Eaft-India company cannot but occafion much na? 
tional jealoufy •, and proceedings of fuch a nature, 
made public, might occalton a parliamentary en- 
quiry, and that enquiries might extend to the In- 
dia*houfe itfclf ; upon leriedtion, I am perfuaded 
the diredlors will approve of my conduft, in dif- 
couraging the examination, in the manner pointed 
out in their general letter of lord Cambden.” 

The following letter is in confequence of the re- 
peated requintiun of the court of diredlors on the 
^ame fuhjedt. 


Pezenas, aoth April, 176S, 

Gentlemen, 

** I have received another letter from your fecre* 
tary, demanding a fecond time, feme papers rela- 
tive to Mr. Vanfiitari’s condu^ in Bengal.' Al- 
though I ftill petfeverc in thinking yqu have no 
manner of right to re^u/re the papers from me ^ 
yet as Mr. Vanfiitart himfelf feems defirous, by 
this letter to me, (copy ofVhich he has inclofed 
to you) that thefe papers fhould be fenr, I have 
given Illy attornies inftruilions accordingly to deli- 
ver them into your hands, to be ufed as to you in 
your difcretion (hall feem meet, if he ftill perfifts 
the fame way of thinking. ^ > 

! 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Clive.” 

Paris, 
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Paris, t9ih June, jy 68 J _ 
Gentlemen, ' , ~ j ' 

In conformity with Mr. Vanfittart^s requeflV 
3 ated the 13th inilant, and received by the laft 
poll, I tranfmit to you the depofiiions of BullachiJ . 
dafs, and Shsy Hey Dayat Alla, with refpcQ; to that 
gentleman. I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) John ’Walfh.’; 

Shey Hey Dayat Alladepofeth, 

That in the year 17^2, in the month of De-^^ 
cember, when Mr. Henry Vanfiiiart, accompa- 
nied by feveral other gentlemen, waited on the na- 
bob Coffim Ally Kawn at MooEhe’er ; he then ac- 
ted in the office of creafurcr under his crcelleneyj 
and that in purfuance of the nabob’s commands, he 
i/Ilred chefum of two laclvs at four or five different 
payments, for Mr.' Vanfittart : and that two ladies 
who were in company with the governor, went in- 
to) the 2enara, and received jewels.” 

This being a faithful trannation from thePerfian 
original, is aitefted this iHibdayof January, by 
me, • , ' 

\Y. H. Coru, fwotn tranfiator. 

H. Verclfi:. 

The depofiilon of Bollaakidafs, banker. * 

In the year 1762, in the month of December, 
Mr. Henry Vanfittart arrived at Monghecr, and 
had an inccrvltnv with the nabob Coffim Ally 
Kano: I was employed in negocjating bills for 
' the * 
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ihe faid nabob, one or tvvo days before the depar- 
ture of Mr. Vanfitcart for Azimabad; his excel- 
lency retiring with me in a private apartment; 
lignified to me his plcafure, that I fhould tranfmic 
the fum of five lacks of rupees to Mr. Henry 
Vanfittart, in Calcutta ; in cofifequencc of thefe 
his excellency’s inftruAions, I wrote an order to 
my gomaflah in the faftory of Hughly, to pay 
the aforefaid amount into the hands of Mr. Van- 
littartj afterwards,' on the return of this gentle- 
man to Calcutta, the gomaftah caufed the money 
aforefaid to be delivered to him, and gave me in- 
formation thereof, which I made report of to his 
excellency the nabob. The flrift truth of this 
tranfadtion 1 have faithfully related, written this 
iirfl day of January, iii the eight year of his Ma- 
jefty’s aufpicious feign,*' 

. The above being a faithful, tranflatiod from' the' 
Perfiart original, aS attefted this i8th day of Jan.’ 
nuary, 1767,' byrtic/ 

, . W. H. Coke, fivorn franflator/ 

The liand writing of Ballaakidafs, Calcutta 
the 19th of January, 1767, fworn before me, 

' H. Verelft; 

This requlfition from the Court of diredlors ob- 
liged Mr. Vanfittart to write to them the follow- 
ing letter, dated London/, 15th September, 1768.* 

Honourable Sirs, 

“ I have received from your fecfelaiy the copies 
ofhvo papers, delivered to the coutt by lord 

Clive i' 
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6lhe, one being a declaration of ^olaakidafs ; fet^ 
ing forth that a day or two before I took leave of 
Meer Coflim, at Monghcer, he recened orders 
to pay me five lacks of rupees j the other an in- 
formation of Sheik Hedagat Calla, importings 
fhat he has the fame order, paid me two lacks of 
rupees ; and that the ladies who were with mef 
vifited the rtabob’s ladies and received a prefent of 
jewels 

Nobody is better acquainted with the cuftoms 
of that ccfuntry than lord Chve, who has brought 
thefe inforrtjations before the cburt. 1 appeal td 
his own candour, whether upon a vifit of this fort, 
prefents are not cuftomary, and in a manner indif- 
penfible* 

But I do not mean to recriminate upon his 
lordlhip ; much lefs upon any ladies, who had thb 
honour of being in company with him on fuch oc- 
cafions. I lhall content myfclf with defending 
my own. character j an‘d fhail expofe to you very 
fairly^ the principles upon which I afted at all 
times in your fervice. 

From the carbeft date of the cordpany’s fettle- 
ments, prefents from the people of the country 
jnade a part of the benefit of your governments ; 
and thii advantage were ufed in proportion to the 
extent of your connexions, until by a frefli co- 
%enant, in the year 1765# you thought fit to put 
a fiop to it. 

In fuch Circumftances, I hope fome praife is 
due to thofe fervants who made the moll moderate 
ufe of the opportunities, their fituation prefenred 
to them ; who preferred always the Company’s in- 
tereft to their private emolument; who never db 
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re(Etly nor indircftly fought for prefents ; but 
the contrary, refufed as Aich as could in any man- 
ner affeft or retard payments due to the company/ 
or lay the perfon offering it under any diftrefs or 
inconvenience. 

Let lord Clive fay, if any inhabitant of Bengal 
has a complaint to make againft me upon this 
head, or indeed upon any other: as to Boolaakidafs 
and Sheik Hedagat Calla, whofe name appear to 
the informations laid before yovt, by his lordlhip, 
it will be fecn, that the former complains only of 
the authority by which he was forced to give that 
information; and as to the latter^ Ido note^en 
recolleft his name j nor did I to my knowledge, 
ever tranfadt any bofinefs with him. All Meer 
Coflim’s payments wereemade, eirhef byBooJaaki- 
dafs, Caja Petras, or the Roy Royan, or in af- 
lignments payable to the chiefs at Patna and 
Coflim Bazar. 

In thefe different ways, I received all 'that was 
due to the company ; I received likenife fevcral 
fums upon account of lord Clive, and other gen- 
tlemen, for the remaining part of a prefent HipuJ 
lated in the year 1757, and'upon various other 
accounts ; but I do not remember that Sheik He- 
dagat Calla, was employed upon any of thefe oc- 
cafions,' Soon after Boolaakidafs had given to 
lord Clive the writing which he has laid before 
the court, 'he wrote me a letter to acquaint me, 
that in compliance with his lordfliip’s commands,- 
he had figned a paper of which he fent me a 
copy. 

Herewith I have tranfmiltcd«the original letter^ 
and a tranflation ; sad can only iament, eftar, ac 
V • a time 
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f. time when the degrees of cenfure and of praife 
were meafurcd'-opon the fcale of his lordiliip’^ 
good pleafure,_itwas my misfortune to have hioi 
^ake. fo dcrermined a part againft me. 

But fuppofmg for a moment, that the informati- 
ons were true to their full extent ; which'however 
I do not,admir, what do they import > that the 
chief of the country having fulfilled all his en- 
gagements with the companj^ paid off the arrears 
of his predeceffor’s troops, and brought his fi- 
nances into good order, made prefents of money 
pndjenelsto his friends in the cullomary man- 
ner. . 


But it feems.by your letter to lord Clive, of the 
6th January laft, that his lordlhip had reprefented 
the prefents alluded to in the informations in qucf-' 
tion, as a confideration given by Meer Coffim 
for the treaty of Mongheer, If the regulations 
contained in that treaty had been alked or propo- 
fed byMeerCoflim, or had conveyed any benefit" 
or advantage to his government, there might 
have been lome fhew ot reafon for his lordfiirp's 
unfriendly conftruftion, but when it is feen that 
foeobjeft ofthofe regulations was to give the 
Enghlh traders a decided right to partake in 
me inland trade upon the moll moderate terms, a 
duty of nine per cent, upon a trade which the 
company hm-e fince rated at forty per cent, and 
that Meet Coflim confented only, as. he declares, 
in many etters, for the fake of pteferving good 
harmony with the Englilh ; when both the pfrties 
concerned m the treaty, regarded it as an acquifi- 
lon 0 . Enghlli traders, and a conceflion on 

foe partof the nabob; in foch a cafe, for what 

Ihould 



C 452 3 ^ 

Should he give a confideration ? /ball he who givei 
up his pretenfions, give money hkewife to induce 
the other party to accept hU refignation? fuch a 
fuppofition is fo contrary to reafon, that the at? 

L tempt to propagate it could proceed only from the 
moll ungenerous defign to prejudice you in your 
opinion 5 but, I flatter myfelf without effect ; for 
you are fo far from regaraing the articles propofed 
at Monghcer, as a regulation in favour of the na- 
bob, that you call it-** a treaty exadled by force 
|o obtain a fandtion fora trade to enrich ourfelves,^* 
the nabob could be little inclined to give prefents 
for fuch a conflderation, it might rather have in- ^ 
(iuced him to omit the ufiial civilities. 

I have never endeavoured, gentlemen, fo make 
you, or the world believe, that I pafled through 
the governpient of Bengal, without receiving pre- 
‘fents, at a time when there was no law againfi: 
Jt, and fo many great examples for it j but 
this I have faid, and with the ftrifteft truth, 
that I never received one that could prejudice the 
company, or diftrefs' the country, or put back even 
for a day, any public or private payments depend-- 
ing for others. Whenever any thing of this forf 
interfered, and In /hort, when ever the leaft objec- 
tion couldarife,'! conftanily refufed all prefents ; 

. and refufed them ablolutely and without referva- 
tion. It is well known, that upon this principle I 
.rejedted all Meer Co/Bm’s offers as prefents in the 
/irft part of his government. You have an inflance 
pf this in the confultafions from Bengal, January 
1761 ; which though the fum in queftion v\as noc 
very large, may (till ferve to (hew, that I had a 
pertain rule of ponduft, ip which I perlevcred in- 
yari^bly j I might otherwife have been tempted 
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by ihe offer which Meer Jaffier preffed on me^ 
by means of Nundcoomer, and Juggat Chund^ 
juft before I left Bengal. 

They told me, that Meer Jaffier Infifted on my 
receiving a prefenc of five Jacks for the charges of 
my voyage. I was not then rcfttained by any or- 
ders at covenants ; but the ftate of the nabob’s 
circumftances was Sufficient in my opinion, to for- 
bid it ; and accordingly my anfwcr was, Thar 
being fenfible of the many engagements he had to 
fulfil, I would by no means add to his diftrefs.**. 
This fadb is mentioned by Juggut Chund in his exa- 
mination,. which is before the court, and partly al- 
fo by Nobkiffbn, who, as he knew fuch an offer 
was made me, muft alfo have known the refult, 
although he chofes to be as Ihort as poffible upon 
it. 

Here, gentlemen, I (hall leave the matter to 
your candid and impartial cdnfideracion, perfuaded 
that the more you examine my conduct, the more 
you will be convinced, that the love of money was 
never my ruling paflion : if it had, my opportuni- 
ties were many, and I could have gratified it to as 
great an extent as any of my predeceffurs. I Jpeak 
this without envy or' refentment ; but I really 
think, his lordffiip mighthavc fpared his reproaches 
upon this fcore. ^ 

I am with refpedt^ 

Honourable firs, 

your inoft obedient humble fervanf, 
Henry Vanfiitart, 
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J-ctter from Boolaakidafs to Mr. Vannttarr, dated 
the 20 th of Shawbaun, in the eighth )car ofiho 
reign. 

‘‘You are well acquainted with my fltuatton : late- 
ly lord Clii’e fent for me, and faid, “The nabob 
Cofilm Ally Kawn gave Mr. Vanlittart fiye lack? 
of rupees through your hands, ts it not true ?” I an- 
fwered, “ It is true, but in that amount was a bill 
for the cxpcnces of Mr. Ellis, the chief of Patna, 
and there was likewifc included the price of the 
jewels, depofiied by the nabob Jaffier Ally Kawn. 
Thfs wasthe date of the matter. Lord Clive then . 
faid, “ Write, and give me a declaration under 
your hand of five lacks of rupees/' Being without 
remedy, 1 wrote it conformable to his order, and 
gave it him ; and ,I have ’fent you here with an 
excellent copy of it for your perufal ; as you are my 
only friend and protedfor, 1 thought fit to acquaint 
you with the matter.” 

Had my lord Clive eftablifiied a general peace, 
and affedted a cordial and lading friendflup with 
the country powers, he might indeed have juftly 
bmded of the important fervices he had done tq 
the company, during his laft memorable prefidency. 

■ The court of direftors were highly blameable for 
giving his lordfiiip carta-bUnche, as appears by 
their own letters, in which they faid. exprefsly, 
they apprehended any particular inftrudlions to 
the noble preddent would be bnnecefiary. They 
were perfcdlly happy in the aflurances, that his 
Inrdihip’s perfeid: acquaintance with, and zeal for 
the company’s intereft^ would coahle huxt to fuLfill 
. . . their 
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it^elr moil fangulne wiihej. He fiad "bceR em-^ 
powered to ftipulate/uch conditions, and to forni 
fuch connei^ions with the coijntcy powers, andtol ‘ 
purfue fuch means as be (hould thinh proper. 

Hts lordlhip, fir from exerting his utmoft endea- 
vours to cobciliate the affeftion of the country 
povverSf and to remove the jealoufy they bad con- 
ceived of the company’s agrandizement, made a 
temporary ccflatlon ofatms, whilft the feeds of fu- 
ture wars remain, as the company hasfince begun 
hoftiUties to maintain their influence by force of 
arms, fo deflruftive of that commercial fpirit which 
they ought to promote- The event has proved, 
that it was not fo much the fecvirity in carrying on 
a free trade, beneficial to them and the natives^ 
that they aimed at, than conquefl and dominion i 
inilcad of being moderate and equitable in theif 
demands, they have fhewn lately by the infraftion^ 
of their treaties, that the^ are yet defirous to en- 
large their territorial pofleffions- Sujah Dowlah 
Was reinftated in his dominions, with fuch limita- 
tions as his high fpirit can never broolt, and imply 
a furpicion of his fincerity. By annexing fuch 
contiguous lands and diftnfts as were found necef- 
fary to the convenience and fupport of the fettle- 
tnents, lord Clive gave the vizier a juft caufe fo fu- 
ture contentions, as he would no doubt, think 
himfclf opprefled by that military power, which 
was to protect the company’s commerce. Sujah 
Dowlah couldnotfurrcnderCoflim Ally, Sombre,and 
the dererters,^ or put them to deaths without deeply 
affecting his onn honour ; and this point his lord- 
ftiip ^\as obliged to give up, as it could not be af- 
fected without violence to the nabob’s inclinations. 

No 
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provifion \>fa5 made for the fecurlty 0 / tlie ting^l 
perfoQ and dignity. In fait, all his meafurcS 
tended to lay the foundation of frefii difcontents. 
It was not to be fuppofcd that he would more 
flridtly adhere to the laws prefcnbed by honour and 
juftice, than the conquerors, though he might for 
a^time diflembic, according to the didtates of good 
policy. Sparks of refcntment lie concealed in his 
breaft, ready to be kindled into a flame, by the firft 
gult of pallion or ambition. 

'Mr. Sykes being appointed refident at the dur- 
bar, it was recommended to him to fupporc there, 
with all the influence of the committee, the new 
regulations they had made for the admlniltration of 
the government, Doolubram had objected to that 
talance of power, and partition of authority, which 
they had judged neceflary to the fecurtty of the pre- 
fent eflablifhment ; he claimed to hlmieif the right 
of nominating the officers of the colleiflions. They 
kept therefore a watchful eye over this mlniftcr, 
and attempted to check his afpiring views, threat- 
ening him with their dirpleafure, in excluding hliri 
from the proportion of power he enjoyed. 

It was not furpnflng that the condition of the 
treafury was low as reprefcntcd, lince the compa- 
ny’s fervants rapacioufnefs and avarice, might hav® 
exhaufled the mines of Potofi. 

Mr. Sykes was ftrongly recofnmended to the 
court of diredtors for having exerted his utmoft di* 
ligencc m procuring an exa£l eflimate of the a- 
mount of the revenues of the nabob’s dominions; 
of which the company were become proprietors ; 
W the books of the fircar were fo much behind,* 

V fo 



|b many balances were out-ftandlng, rind fuch heg* 
llgence appeared in .the collcftion of the revenues 
for foms years paft, owing to the conftant dillur* 
Bances and frequent revolutions in the country^ 
which prevented any regular connexions from be- 
ing rnlde j that nothing on this fubjeX could be 
ftated with precifion and certainty. Noiwithftand- 
ing the acquifitton of the dewannec and the agree- 
ment with the nabob, was to turn out a prodigjou.5 
encreafe of the company’s revenue ; this had a con- 
trary elFcX. 

The noble prelident and his committee peremp- 
torily refufed lo pay the donation of the nabob tu 
the navy, under pretence, that it was not confident 
with their late engagements with him to take upon 
them to pay fd large a demand out of the compa- 
hy’s revfcnues, or co infift on the nabob’s paying it 
but of his limited dipend. This was a defptcable 
Ihifc ; moreover theydifputed the validity of this 
donation as involuntary, and obtained from Meet 
Jafficr, by dint of foheitations, and other means 
which never had his entire approbation. It was a 
capital faulf in the rioble prefident and his com- 
fnittee, to precipitate the conclufiori of a treaty 
With Sujah Dowlah, as they loll the moft glorious 
opportunity that could ever happen^ of fettling 
matters upon that folid and advantageous footing fot 
the company, which no temporary invafion could 
endanger. They thought the only fecuriiy for 
fheir tothmerce and territorial pdfTcffions, was to 
overawe the very nabob they were bound by treaty 
to fupport •, from that fundamental error, which 
treated new jealo>ifies and difconlents amongft the 
tonntry pow ers, and European nations, hat c Iprung 
Yol.111. 3 M -the 
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the Innumerable evils which have broiiohc the com- 
pany to its prefent precarious and unfettled ftatc. 

T he committee appointed by the houfe of comJ 
mons found, that an alteration was attempted to be 
made upon the anclenteftabhftimem of duties, by the. 
regulations which were fettled between Coflim Ally 
Kawn and Mr. Vanfitiart, aiMongheer; whereby 
It was ftipulated, that the company’s ’fervants 
fhould in time to come pay nine per cent, on the 
i^owana price of fait : but this treaty having been 
rejefted by the council, as having been concluded, 
without fufHcient authority on the part of Mr. 
Vanfictart ; and alfo as lubjtdting the EngUlh and 
their fervants, upon all difpotes, to ihejunfdidliorr 
of the nabob’s ofiicers, the old regulations as to 
duties vvere continued, and the Logliili, by the 
treaty made with Mcer JafHcr, were placed upoti 
a footing with the moft favoured amongft the na- 
tives i viz.’ to pay the duties of two and half per 
cent, on fait. . . 

The court of directors ordered, that a final and 
efFedtual end Ihould be forthwith put to the inland 
trade in f?lt, beetle not and tobacco, and in all 
other articles whatfoever produced and confumed 
in the country ; and that all European and other 
agents, who had been concerned m fuch trade, 
fhould be immediately ordered down to Calcutta,- 
and not fuBered to return or be replaced as fuch by; 
any other perfon. The Engllfh began to trade in 
fait the end of the year 1757, and it Toon became 
general. The fait fociety, which afterwards took 
place had been originally propofed at Tea by lord 
Clive, during his paflage to India.' In the "begin- 
ning of June a days after the arrival of 

■ ' 1VA_. 
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Mr. Verein: from Chitragong, a private partner- 
fhip was formed, in the names of lord CUve, Mr. 
Sumner, Mr. Vcrelft and Mr. Sykes, for purcha- 
fing large quantities of fait, then in the hands of 
private roeichanis. Mr- Vcrelft having ; dcdincd 
to anfwer a queftion put to him upon that fubjeft, 
the committee were prevented ftating the extent of 
this tranfadion fo fully as they might otherwife 
have done. Mr. Vc’relft alledged for his Tefufal, 

, that the court of direftors had theatened him with 
a profecuiion upon fait concerns. .On his returrt 
from Chittagong to- Calcutta, he made feme pur- 
jchafcs of fait, of the produce of fome former years, 
from fcveral European" gentlemen^ and fome few 
Armenian and bhek merchants. At the time he 
f was making thefe purchafts, on his own accopnr, 
lord Clive mentioned to him a defire of forming 
fome pruvifion for the gentlemen he had brought 
out with him, and afkcd his opinion in what man- 
ner it could be done; Mr.VcrclIi, told his lordihip 
lie knew of no advantage but what rcfultcd from 
trade ; he mentioned the purchafes he had made, 
adding, he could extend them, if his lordihip 
thought proper ; the purchales were accordingly 
ektended wixh his aflent, Mr. Sumner, and Mr. 
Sykes taking a part of the concern ; this partner- 
•Ihip was formed about the beginning of June fol- 
lowing, in the names of lord Clive, Meflrs. Soni- 
ner, Sykes and VereKV, each one quarter part} 
and all the purchafes on account of the partner- 
Ihip were made in the month of June ; lord CUve 
advanced hts proportion, and pretepded not to be 
concerned on his'otvn account ; but merely forthe 
advantage of the three gentlemen, his lordihip 
' , ^ ‘ ^ brought 
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brought out with him. Salt purcliafed before the ef: 
tabliihmcnt of the fociety of trade, was not liable 
■ to'any duty except 2 i per cent, to the country go- 
»*ernmeni j it paid none to the company. 

The largeft quantity was purchaled by Afr. 
Johnflonc. The gentlemen whom Lord CU\c de- 
clared, he intended to bene€t by this monopoly^ 
were Mr. Strachey, Mr. Alalkclyne, and Mr. 
Ingham, the fufgeon, who had accompanied him 
to India. His lordlhip afterwards remonilrated 
with the court of dircdlors, againft the opening of 
the fait trade, and taking only a duty of ten ru- 
pees per hundred maunds. They ordered, that the 
duty fhould be fo fixed as to produce a revenue of 
100,000 i. at Icaft, and not to exceed 120,000!. 
and in confidcration of having confined the trade 
of their fervants to articles ot import and export, 
they ordered a cominiflion of 2 S per cent, on the 
neat territorial revenues to be diftnbuted amongft 
their principal fervants in the proportions therein 
named. After the prohibitions of the inland trade 
in fait, beetle nut, and tobacco, the court of .di- 
fedtors laid open the faid trade to all perfons, as 
well Europeans as natives. 

The grounds upon which the fociety of trade 
W’as eftablilhcd, opened the wideft field for op- 
preflion and rapacioufnefs : it proved a new 
fource of clamours and difeontents ; as the natives 
,were cruelly facrificed to the interefted views of a 
few individuals, this monopoly w-as held in the 
fnoft odious light, as a moft intolerable grie- 
vance. 

The article of fait, prior to 1756, >vas farmed 
at ffom 25 to J5,oool, per annum; the revolu- 

tioij . 



t 46> ! 

^on in i756,extcndcd the %'Icivsofthccompany*4 
fervants to advantages beyond what they hid hir 
therto derived from a trade confined to imports 
and exports ; and from that period they began to 
participate in the benefit of an inland commerce, 
and fomc, even in thofc early days of the compa- 
ny’s influence, entertained hopes, of a right found- 
ed upon their phirmaunds, to an exemption of 
duties upon fait. It \vas‘not, however, till after 
Meer Cofiim’s acceffion in 1760, that fuch claim 
was publjckly avowed ; then it was that the com- 
pany acquired pofleffion of Burdwan, Midnaporc, 
and Chittagong, on which, and the company’s 
Calcutta lands, near two-thirds of the whole quan- 
tity of fait for the confumption of Bengal is ma- 
nufaftured. By pofTeffing thefe countries, the 
Englifhconfidercd'themfclvcs now the proprietors, 
and became the principal dcajers in that article ; 
feme were content with the profit arifing from fait 
in Calcutta, whilft others launched out farther to 
feek the profits through the country. The magni- 
tude of this branch of trade, and the manner in 
which i.t was now Carried on, became the fubjedt 
of conteftand difputebctvvecn Meer Collim and the 
prefidcncy of Bengal. < 

' On Meer Jaffier’s re-inllatement to the govern- 
ipent in 1763, the Englifli influence with refpedfe 
to the manufadlure of fait, by the pofleffion of 
thofe countries, continued in full force ; and our 
uncontefled right to trade in fait on paying 2 i per 
cent, duty, was firft eftablifhcd ; the natives being 
ftill fubjeft to a duty of 7 per cent. How far 
this diftindtion was injurious to the natives, iseafy 
fo conceive : the proprietor of the India flock, . 
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as well as the dircftors, confidered it as a grant toQ 
partial in iifclf/andwhich they apprehended mjgh^ 
involve the company in frefh djfputes with the 
pountry government. X-ord Clive being appointc 4 
prefident of Bengal, in 1764, the inland trade was 
jhen confidered by, I telteve, almofl every prot 
prictor, as one of the great fources of contention 
with the country government. It therefore became 
Fhe fub)cdlof lenous debate at repeated general 
courts ^ byfomeitwas recommended to reflrain 
the fervants as formerly to the ufual articles of imr 
port and carport i others forefaw the difficulties of 
inducing men under the circumfianccs of power 
and influence, quietly to rclinguifli advantages 
they had long enjoyed, unlefs fome adequate equi- 
valent was'propolcd. Several perfons propofed the 
following motion ; “ That it be recommended to 
the court of direftors, to give inflruilions to the 
prefidency of Bengal, to fettle fuel) regulations in* 
carrying on the' trade in fait, beetle-nut and tobac- 
co, as fhall prove moft advantageous to this cbm- 
pany, without prejudicing 'the juft rights of the 
nabob of the provinces, and opprefling the natives ; 
and that fuch regulations be tranfluirted home to 
the court of dlreftors by the firft opportunity, with 
every information which can enable them to deter- 
mine on fo important a fubjeft. 

This notion implied a total fufpenfion of at leaft 
t\vo years of any regulations ; the forming a plan 
in Bengal, which ftiould. be tranfmitted to Eng- 
land for the approbation of the court of diredtors 
before it was adopted, would have left this impor- 
tant branch of trade open fo long ; and it was evi- 
dent, fuch delay would nccefianly hazard further 



fiifpufcS with the country govetnmenf, which it 
was the earnell defire of the court wholly to re- 
move. The motion was oppofed from a full con- 
viction of the bad tendency of delay ihg the pro- 
pofed regulations ; it was in confequence with- 
drawn, artd the general court came to the follow- 
ing rciblution. 

“ That it be recommcridcd to the court of direc- 
tors to reconfidsr the orders fent to Bengal, rela- 
tive to the trade of the company’s fervanis in fait, 
beetle-nut and tobacco; aod that they do give fucH 
directions for regulating the fame, agreeably to 
the intereft of the company and the fubah, as to 
them may appear moft prudent ; cither by fettling 
here at home the refttiftions under which this trade 
ought to be carried on, or by referring It to the 
governor and council of Fort William, to regulate 
thla important point in fuch a manner, as may pre- 
vent all future difputes between the fubah and the 
company.” By this rcfolutlon the directors ex- 
ptcfsly declared their inability to form a plan, def- 
tiiute as they were of the neceflary lights and in- 
formations. The fervants, afted as if the court of 
directors had delegated to them an anihorily w'ith- 
' out controul ; fclf intereft influenced the whole con- 
duct of the feledt committee, af all their new infti- 
lutionswere calcolatcd to bring advantages to them- 
felves. . , . • 

With refped: to' the plan adopted for the firft 
year,, for carrying on their joint trade, the natives 
were precluded frorii the cbntradls for the purchaTe 
of fait, fo that the comdiittee fought the ultimaie 
profits cither in the purchafe, or the falc. I'hus 
islt was brought at an advanced price to the hands 
/ of 
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bf the confumer, and to benefit the noble prefident 
and his friends. The quantity of fait made in' 
■Bengal, is fcarcely equal to the confumption. It 
is impofted from thecoaft of Coromandel and front 
Ferfia i the quantities in general but fmaD, and 
that from Perfit p'rmcipally ufefd medicinally. 

' The ground duty upon the making of fait all 
over Bengal and Arixa, was always extremely 
■jnconfiderable before the eftabllfiiment of the re- 
guhtroh^ made by the various committees of the 
^Englifli council at CalcudajinTo much,thata fait 
merchant making his fait at firll hand in a great 
part of the fait countries, could have rhade, tranf^ 
ported, and larided his fait in Calcutta, within the 
expence 6f twenty-five rupees per hundred maund, 
Before the efiabllllimcnl of this exclufive fociety, 
cflabliftied by lord Clive, Calciftta^ had fo far be- 
*come a'gendral I'epofitorv, and mart for fait that 
it was from thctice franfported fo every part of the 
country, even to Luckypofa and other places^ 
much nearer to the fait grounds than Calcutta. 

Lord elite, in a letter to the court of direc- 
tors, thinks himfelf entitled fo their approbation, 
and congratulates hintfclf orf the fuccefs of his 
plan in relation to the important article of fait 
trade. The only doubt, faid he, fhat arofe with 
me wa«, wliether the rhanagement of the trade of 
fait, bcetlc-nut, and tobacco, fhould be entrufied 
to Europeans, or to natives ; and although I ac- 
qulcfed with the reft of the members of the fecret 
committee, in havihg it cacrlid on by the free-* 
merchants, give me leave to allure you, my acqul- 
efcence proceeded rather from a principle of huma- 
nity than i conviftion, that it ivas more for the* 
* infcreic 
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Intsrcft' of the focieiy. 'But as every day's expe- 
rience demondrates the impropriety of the prefent 
mode, it becomes my duty to explain to you my 
fentimenis on that fubjeft. 

The original capital for carrying on this 'trade 
being twenty-four lacb, whfeh is fpcedlly tojjeiri- 
creafed to thirty-two, and the lair being to be dlJpo- 
fed of at fo many different and diffant parts of the 
country, gives me room for bbundleis cxpence ; 
an aftonifhing number of boats muft be provided, 
and kept in conftanc repair, and armies of feapoys 
mud be maintained to protect them, as wcll'as the 
agents at the feveral places of rcfidencc. Thefe ‘ 
feapoys (inder the fandion of their maftcr’s names, 
will Jay the whole country under contribution 
wherever they go j remonftranccs and complaints ' 
without number, will be made by the country go- 
vernment, and the revenues in which you are more 
immediately affe<de<i| will fall fliort : ' thvTe agents, 
betides drawing five per cent, upon the net Tales, 
will build elegant hourcs for their convenience, and 
I verily believe, that 150,000!. will fcarcely defray 
the extraordinary, and m hny opinion, iirclcfs ex- 
pcnce, by canhning the tale of fair to CalcutD, 
D?cca, and two, or thrce-oiher principal places 
where rbe fair is produced ? all ihefe inronvenien- 
cies will be remedied ; the company will receive as 
mu’ch, as wcU as the proprietors do upon the pre- 
fcnc plan v the immoderate charges of agents, boat- 
men, houfes, boats, and feapoys, will be faved } the 
capital need be but half of what it is now, and con- 
tequently the of a large fum of money 

v/ill not be lavithed. But what weighs more with 
me than all the arguments hitherto advanced is, 
Yol, III. , 3 N that 



r 466 ] 

(hat we (hall ivoidthe odious imputation of mono- 
poly : thoufands of the natives will have proj 
fjts out of this article, by purchafing it at two or 
three places only, and difpofing of it afterwards afl 
over the country : for we propofe that no Europeatt 
whatever (hall have arfy further concern in it, &c. 

Copy of the Imperial Mandate. 

To all governors, officers and managers of ouc 
affairs, &c. in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar 
Ori:sa, Hugley, &c, 

** In confcqucnce of a decree of his mod facred 
and imperial majefty Shah, dcceafed, and former 
grants, the Englifh company are exempted from 
all cuftoms in all parts of our dominions, except 
the port of Surat, pay annually into the imperial 
treafury at Hughley 3000 rupees, as a tribute in 
lieu of cuftoms, and hope that according to former 
grants, our royal ‘mandate will be vouchfafed to 
fhem. / 

Our abfolute and high command is paffed, that 
you knowing well whatever goods and merchan- 
dize their agents may bring into, or carry out from 
the port?, borders and quarters of thofe provinces, 
.either by land or by water, be exempt from duties, 
lhall leave them to buy and fell at their free hber- 
•ty, (hall annually receive the cftablilhcd tribute, 
and upon no other account impede or interrupt 
them. Moreover, if any where the leaft article 
of th6ir effedts fhall be made away with, you are 
to ufe all diligence in the recovery thereof;* and 
.fhall deliver over the thieves to condign punifli- 
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mtinti and the gobds to the proper owher : . for 
then wherefoever they raayietupa fadtory, and 
buy and fell goods and merchandize, you are td * 
afford them help and fupport Jn all fhaijters of con- 
tradt, and with alljuftice and fairncfs, caufe to be 
repaid unto their agents whatever demands they 
may have upon any merchant, weaver, or any 
other perfon ; and you are to allow no one to mo- 
Icft thetr agents j or /hall you flop boats hired by 
them^ or of their own property^ for lett or any 
other account whatever.” 

They alfo reprefentedcoour moft faCred and ex- 
cellent majefty as follows: 

** In our provinces the petty officers infifted upon 
the original ®rant and atteffation under fcal of thp 
Nadthim and Dewan of the province; but tranC- 
milting the original grant into all parts being diffi- 
cult, they hope that, accordingly credit may be 
given to copies under foal of a magiftrate, and the 
original grant not be demanded, nor they inter- 
rupted for want of an attellaiion from the Nazim 
and Dewan. 

Moreover^ that in Calcutta the company have 
a fadtory : that the right of holding Calcutta, Sa- 
talute, Gobindpoor, &c. which they bought oi 
the zemindars, have been a long time made ^ over 
to them ; that they pay annually, as a tax for it 
IT95 rupees, fix annas? a 1 (b, that there are thirty 
three villages at* the taxation of 8121 rupees, eight 
annals, pertaining to the fatd diftridls ; tliey m- 
treat that the righr of holding the faid dlftrifts be 
granted to them, ths sax for whkh thty psy an- 
nually into the royal treafury.” 

They farther entreat as follows : 

, From the reign of his moft bounteods majefly/ 
Shah, deceafed, in the provincial treafurics, an ex-^ 
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change lus'bfecn talcen on their money coined ?f 
Chegnapatanj now feeing that the iilver of iheir 
' fairi money is of equal flnencfs with that of Surat,' 
they our liibjeifls though petitioners, fufTer abs, 
and humbly beg that our imperial order may be 
pafTcci, that they be notmoleJkd on account of the 
valufe of tlieir coin, equal in goodnefs to that of 
Surat and other places. 

Moreover, that if any of the company's fervants 
indebted to them, fhould make their efcape from 
any of their fettlcments, they may be fent back to 
the chief of their fadlory ; alfo that they be not 
tnterrupted on account of the duties, or any other 
'praftices, from which the company’s agents and 
officers may fuffer inconveniency.” 

An order from the moft high and authoritative 
court has been pafTed to the following effeft, from 
the 5th year of this bleflcd reign, of the filver 
coined at Cheanapatan fhall in hnenefs be like unto 
the coin of the royal harbour of Surat, there IhaU be 
no difeount required on the exchange. 

They have alfo reprefented, that in Bengal, 
Bahar and Orixa, the company have fadlories, and 
^being defirous of creating faftories in other places, 
humbly beg, that wherefoever they may fet up a 
fadtory, forty legahs of ground will be"granted to 
them, from the lands of the empire ; moreover 
their veflels at fundry times, through florms of 
wind, are forced on fhore on our pons, and are 
ftranded, the governors of the ports injurioufly 
make prize of the cargo, and in divers placesin- 
lift upon a founh part of it j farther in the illand • 
of'Bombay belonging to the Englifh, the Euro- 
pean coin is current, andmay beflruck intoficcas 
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as at Cheanapatan. Yc are to protedl thefe people*, 
■%vho hold factories in all pans of the empire, and 
extend ihcir tralRc even into the imperial camp^ 
with their effects and vcficls ftranded or damaged, 
tind fupply them with all things ncceflarj.* 

. In the lOand of Bombay ficcas Ihall be flriick’, 
and be current in like manner as the ficcas in 
other parts of the kingdom of equal finenefs with 
the coin current in our happy realms, fhall pafs for 
equa! value. , • 

. The company Inve of late jears complained of 
the real grievances and clogs to the fair trader; 
thefe removed, every merchant would chcarfuUy 
fubmic to the moderate duties they had direfted to 
be levied. The hardfhips they meant, the 
grofs and iniquitous abufcs thar fprung'from the 
power of duftucks, they being confined to their 
covenant fervants, trade had been lubje< 5 tod to very 
heavy impofitlons j thechicfsat fubordinates, gain- 
ed full tuenty per cent, upon the goods they pro- 
vided the private trader, and often cxclulive of 
commlflion : fo that the mercJnnt carried his goods 
to market at an advance, perhaps of 25 per cent, 
upon their value in Bengal: the black merchants 
applied to the junior fervants, and for valuable 
confiderations received ihcit* goods covered u ith 
their nam'cs ; even a writer trades in this manner 
for many thoufands, when ,ac the fame time he has 
no real credit fur a hundred rupees ; for the trucii 
of thefe aflcriions (faid the direftors) we need only 
app'.al to )ourfclves; this is the llrcam whmee 
have fionn numberlcfs mifchiefs, perhaps the capi- 
tal caofe of your laic dreadful misfortunes : to fef- 
itr trade is contrary to all good policy, and vs 
* believe 
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believe Calcutta is the only colony whcr6 tnadu^ 
fadtorlcs arc locked op from the merchant ; we 
therefore will have a reform in this important 
branch if theabufes is evident} thecxpcncc of that 
firmaunt privilege for commerce is ruined by thofc 
unfair practices ; the merchant can bear no more, 
and fearful to fpealt our, demurs to our juft duties, 
and aferibes his rnabiliry to remote caufes, the go- 
vernment annually rlcfraudcd of immenfe dunes, 
and even their fuhje€ts property covered by the 
company’s name, muft ever look upon us as a vile^ 
faithlcfs people, ftrnngcrs to honour and gratitude : 
fuch are the confcqurnccs of the abufes of a privi- 
lege obtained at a very heavy expenre, for our 
particular advantage* In the regulating of this 
Vmneb, wewifti to maintain a rcrpeftablc charac- 
ter, fccure the government from being injured, and 
preferve to the fair trader fuch freedom and bene- 
iics as are common to ail our other fettlemcnts, and 
v/hich he certainly has a right to. It Is not in our 
power to obviate all difficulties, we only point out 
the remedy to fix trade upon an equitable bafis. 
Perhaps the nabob may find U his iniercft to fettle 
for a certain annua! fum upon the genera! trade, 
'which will be forming the commercial duties def- 
cendant upon Calcutta. This feheme muft, we 
apprehend, anfwer every good purpofe ; it removes 
all caufes of contention with the government; duf- 
tucks will be abolilbed, the merchant will gladly 
employ, and chearfully allow our fervants a reafon- 
ablc commiffion, and intereft for the provifion of 
his goods ; but if. more than five per cent, com- 
miffion is charged, upon complaint he is to be te- 
drefled, and the company will bs reimburfed the 

annual 
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annual fum they may pay for forming the general 
duties, by an additional import of two or more 
per cent, on the goods brought dow n by Europeans, 
and a larger duty on what may be imported by the* 
Indians ; and if the amount Ihould exceed the an- 
nual fum ftipulated with the nabob, we are willing 
to add the furplus to our prefident’s fmall emolu- 
ments : if this plan Should take place, let us view 
the trader’s fituation ; he is relieved from the pre- 
fent exadlion, from twenty to twenty-five per cent. 
He will pay five per cent, commiffion on his goods, 
two per cent, to the duties formed,' and four per 
cent, cuftoms ; and he will therefore export his 
goods from nine to fourteen per cent, advantage. * 
if you can form a better fcheme adopt it j but re- 
member ac all events wc fhall expeft the duftucks 
are put upon fuch a ^uft fooling, as to fecure the , 
government their duties, and enable the merchant 
to pay our cuftoms. 

The company’s fervants in anfwer to this plan 
faid, That the directors had not been fufficiently 
informed,* that is, continually met with, atmolV of 
the fubordinatc fettlements and aurungs, in pro- 
curing a fufficiency of cloaths for the company's 
invellmcnt ; they alledgcd the abfolure impoflibili- 
ty ever to fulfil their orders, as the gentlemen in 
the fervice are forbid to make any purqhaTes for 
ihemfcives, until the quantity required for the 
company is fecured ; the gentlemen at Calcutta arc 
not permitted to fend Gomaftahs lopurchafe at the 
aurung’s dependent on any of the fubordmates, 
nor the gefttlcmenof any fubordinatc to make pur- 
chafes at another. It is the fame uiih the out au- 
Tungs, dependant on Calcutta ; none of the gen- 
tlemen 
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tlcmcn in the companj^s ft^ice arc permitted to 
fcnd Gomallah’s to an} phcc u here there li one 
jjurchafmg goods forthcconn my, uithout giving 
notice to the committee of aur •'gs, and getting 
T letter from them to the companv o gomaftah , 
who IS to take care he docs not interfere m any 
thing prejudicial to the company’s invcftmcnts, 
Thclc rcAriftions arc calculated to keep the reve- 
nues confined as much as pofiililc to the companj ’s 
ftiinmcnts, which would tall extremely fliorr, as 
well as grow con inuall) ilcarcr, if the free mer- 
chants had the privilege ot dulluck cquaMv with 
the companv’s fi.rv ants , the great nurriber of pur- 
chaffs at the aurungs muft of courl'* make the 
price of labour rafe , purchafers alio who hav- 
ing no dcpcndancc on the. coiripan) , wvould not 
willingly fubmit to an> regulations we might 
make, nor think It juft th It an) preference lliould 
be given to the company , the trade would fuffer 
foniuch by the number of competitors, that we 
think the effect of ftich a change would be verv 
difliculr, and that inftead of being a ichef to 
trade. It would be a great hurt to the merchants 
in general, and to the intcrcft of the company ny 
particular 

They cxcufed themfehes fo“ not endeavouring 
to obc^n the nabob’s acceptance of a certain v ear- 
ly fum to bt paid by the company , m lieu of the 
duties now collefted by the government from the 
merchants of Calcutta, fo that all without dil 
tinftion, might have the privilege of duHucks ^ 
but they believed, it thev had found it fo con^ 
fillcnt vvi hthc company’s mtereft to put the trade 

upon 
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{ipdn tiiat footing, tlie nabob’s alTent could not have 
been obtained ; far frdm oppofing the propofal / he 
ieemed much alarmed, when the prefidenc at Mur- 
fhadabad made it ; lenfible of the great detriment 
it should be to the revenues of Hughley, which 
ire made up chiefly of the cuftoms upon goods go- 
ing to and from Calcutta, 

The fum to be paid to the nabob in lieu thereof, 
in cafe fuch an agreement had taken place, would 
have been fo confiderable, that theduftuck duty to 
be levied here for the company's reimburfemenr, 
muft have been a very heavy addition to your other 
cuftoms i nor is it to be doubted, but thofc mer- 
chants who complain now of the preference given 
to the company’s fervants, in refpedt of duftucks, 
would have complained yet louder of this additio- 
nal duty. At that time, the goodi madfi at Coflim- 
tuzar yielded lUtlc or n<5 profit'herc, while goods 
made at Decca and Luckypore did yield twenjy- 
fiveor^thirty per cent. Several of the gentlemen of 
the Decca faftory, fuffered much in their fortunes, 
by providing goods, from which they could not get 
then prime coft ; this rift; the company’s fervants 
run : it is the fair chance of an open market, 
which the free merchants for the raoft p^rt prefer 
to contrd^ts ; and they have no more right to com- 
plain when the price in the market happens to be 
higher, than the feller ; w'hcn it happens to be low, 
and they bring themfelves goods to fell from fo-’ 
reign markets, they are not wanting m their en- 
'deavours to fell them for as high a price as they 
tan. 

, Such therefore have no luft reafon of complaint, 
as they Have not endeavoured to contract v'ith the 
VoL. Ill* 3 O com- 
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company’s fervants ; but thofe who formerly had 
concerns under the governor and council m tha 
freight flitps, had fufficienc grounds for complaints. 
It was a praflice for each gentleman of the coun- 
cil, to load htsown proportion in goods, and thefo 
goods every one charged at what price he thought 
proper : the captain and fuper cargo, depending 
on the governors and council to provide their goods, 
were obliged to lalic their concern m a cargo made 
up after that manner ; and no wonder the voyages 
turned out extremely ill, an unreafonable profit 
having been made on the. goods before they left, 
the port. 

But the gentlemen jointly concerned^ received a 
very different treatment; fuch goods as are bought 
at market here, not having been contrafted for be- 
fore, are bought on thejbeO; terms pofiiblc, by 
managers appointed oot of the concerned, and no 
profit of any fort charged upon them here. Such 
goods are provided from the aurungs by ourfelves, 
or by contraft with the gentlemen at the fubordi- 
nates, are delivered at fo moderate a premium as 
barely to anfwcr the intereft and rifk of providinc' 
them, with a fmall ebnfideration for the time and 
charges faved by means of the dufluck. 

The abufe of this indulgence, formerly too com- 
mon a praflice, v-as but a juft reproach. The re- 
gard which the company’s fer\'ants fiiould have for 
"their own reputation, fbould have been fufficient to 
make them alter fo difhonourable a praitice. Thcfe 
men, ftrangers to all femimenis of juftice, Ihould 
have been held unworthy the company’s fervice, 
and made a feverc example of. The prefidcni’s 
-fhouM have been more obfervanc of the applfca-- 

tions ’ 
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'tions made to tliem for duiludcsj and all the boats 
found with Englifli colours without a duftuck, 
fhould have bscn feized. This impofition has 
been often pradlifed by Portuguez^, Armenians, 
and the country people to defraud the government 
of their cufloms, and through the violence or 
knavery of the Chowkeys fuccecded frequently. 

The company meant by their direftions, that 
the nabob fiiould not be' defrauded of his duties by 
an abufe of the duftuck, nor private traders op- 
prefled^ At all events, they infilled that the duf- 
tucks fhould be put upon fpch a footing, aslo fpcure 
the government their duties, and endjle the mer- 
chants to pay the -cuftoms. , 

In the diftant parts of the provinces, fbmething 
was needflary to be eftabhibed to prevent the go- 
maftah’s from being guilty of oppreflions to' the 
country people. By the Grmaund and other fubfe- 
quenc treaties, 'the company has a right to trade in 
foreign and inland articles of trade. I’he govern- 
ment denying the company’s fervants to trade in 
a few articles, is ufurping an authority, they for- 
merly were forbid to exert. By feveral regulations 
and orders concerning duflucks, it plainly appeared 
the nabob's minifters 'only meant, the company’s 
fervants fhould not lower any black merchant’s 
goods, or others that had not the privilege of a 
tlufluck ; and by that means defraud th? govern- 
ment of the duties they would otherwife have col- 
*• Icfted on the faid merchant’s goods, which in cafe 
of being dctcdlcd, might have been made a plea 
for flopping the company’s bufinefs, and embroil- 
, ing tlicir affairs. 
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The fubjefting the company’s gomaftah’s to thp 
controul of the officfers of the country govcrnjment, 
was attended with the worft of confequenccs, as it 
was giving up one of their hrmaund’s privileges, 
which muft make them contemptible in the eyes of 
^hc natives, and be the means of depriving their 
gomaftah’s of the Inftuence neceflary for carrying 
bn the leaft bunnefs* 

In confequer.ee of the government’s collecting a 
duty on fait, to which for the moft part they had 
acquiefeed in. The nabob pleaded cuftom and right, 
though the company’s fervants thought this de- 
mand, an infringement of their firmaund privi- 
leges, 

In order to prevent the company’s gomaftah’s 
from maVmg a bad ufe of their authority, and in- 
juring and diminllhin| the company’s revenues, or 
interfering .the leaft: m them, they \vere forbiden 
politively holding lands, villages, &c. of th? 
government, that no pthcr matters fliould arife, 
put relatively to trade ; that the party injured \vas 
to apply for redrefs to the chief of the neareft Eng- 
lifh factory, who invefted with authority fufEcienC 
to make the gomaftah complained againft appear 
and anfwer to the complaint, which if appearing 
true will have the defired effect, and no injuftice 
be^ committed by EngUth gomaftah’s in the ’fu^ 
ture. 


Mr. Vanfittart’s treaty with Coffim Ally Kavvn, 
having been difapproved by feveral membets of 
the bo-»rd, Mr. Hay ffated the following reafons 
for joining W’ilh them in paffing the cenfurc on the 
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That by the treaty or written fecurity that the 
governor pafled to the nabob,’ the principal rights 
^nd privileges of the Englifli company, granted 
them by the king’s firmaund from Dehly, con- 
firmed and fully explained by the treaty with Se- 
rajah Dowlah and Meet Jaffier Kawn, and enjoyed 
lince ihefe treaties almoft in full, are given^ up 
without one lingle advantage gained by the com- 
pany j but on the contrary, the total lofs of the 
Engli/h credit and reputation in thefe provinces ; 
which has been greatly decliriing thefe two years 
paft, was the \ifible confequence of this agreement, 
fo every one who faw it and were the leafl: ac- 
quainted with ,the nature of the country people. 
The wjfeft r,egu!ations and the moftflcady conduct 
of this board, will no: be able to prevent the 'im- 
mediate bad effects of this ill concerted and unau- 
thorized proceeding of Mr. Vanlittart, as too 
plainly appears from the letters received from the 
iubordinates, and the general complaints of all our 
agents and gomaftahs j which fhew there is almoft 
every where a flop, to the great encumbrance on 
our bufinefs, and that our fervants are particularly 
ill ufed and opprefled. 

In confidering the arguments/or and againft the 
prefent treaty entered into with the nabob by the 
prefidenr, tc is abfolutely nece/Tary to the forming 
a true judgment on the affair, that the unjuft me- 
thods ufed in the country courts of jufticc, as well 
as the methods pradlifed by the country merchants, 
in conducting their affairs, fhould be continually 
in your mind. 

The impoftibility of carrying on bufinefs, when 
fubjedted to the country courts, rauft appear plain 

to 
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to every one; uhenit is confidered that for all 
fums of money recovered on them you are obliged 
to pay befidesthcexpcnces of the court twenty-fivp^ 
■per cent, on the money recovered; which, if the 
Engliih do not fubmit to pay, it will always be 
the interefl: of the zemindars to decide againft them j 
this is one of the numbcriefs grievances we fliould 
fiifFer, if fubjefted to their authority ; the country 
merchants are fenfible of the impoflibility of carry- 
ing on bufinefs under fuch difadvantages, and 
are therefore obliged to buy the protcftion of fome 
psrfon of authority in the government, if their 
own influence fs not fufficient ; which fets them a- 
bove the reach of the lower zemindars of the 
country ; protefts them from the violence of all, 
and at the fame time gives them 3 kind of judicial 
authority, fo far as to confine the weavers and 
peaons, when they cannot fecover their balances 
from them otherwife. This was il^e principal rea- 
fon for the company’s being at fo great an pxpence 
in procuring their firmaund, which exempt thd 
company from thefe inconvenicncics, and likewife 
of the great care that was taken '■to preferve them 
in their full force by the treaties with Serajah 
t)owlah and Meer Jafficr. 

The governor’s argument in fupport of this tranf- 
aSion, is on a fuppofition, that the greaieft enor- 
mities have been and are committed by the Englifli 
gomaftah, throughout the country, to the great 
detriment of the nabob’s revenues and government ; 
but this has not been the cafe, as plainly appears 
from the feyeral complaints made againft them, 
being no further fupported than by the afiertion 
of tivofe, whofe intfirelt it was to make complaints 

of 
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c? tliat Ivlnil, as fome cxcuie Tof tlieir non-pay- 
tncnt of \rhat ivas demanded of them; when, if* 
there was any foiindaiion for thefe complaints, ic 
was fo much in their power, and fo agreeable ttf 
the prefent government, and to the prefident, that 
they fhould be proved, that they could never have 
wanted means to have done it ; and likewife, by 
the nuniberlefs oppreflions that our gomallahs and 
people have fuffered throughout the country fot 
many months paft ; for it is not to be conceived/ 
that people treated in the manner they have been,* 
■could have it m their power to he guilty of ihoftf 
tittravagancies and enormities imputed to them by 
Mr. Vanfittarr. In the firft article of his written 
'fecurlty with the nabob, he has given up the rights 
vhich the company have by their firmaund and 
fobfequent treaties of granting duftucks, except 
for Ihip merchandize ; laid a tax of nine per cent, 
on all other traffick ; and in a manner acknow- 
ledge, that the Englifh do carry on their trade by 
force or violence, extortion, or unfair dealing. 

I think the board could never have julTified 
themfelves for giving up the company's privileges 
in this manner; and of courfe, Mr. Vanfitcarc, 
unauthorifed as he was, to enter into any treaty, 
could have no right to do it ; but fuppofe it other- 
wife, how was it to be determined which were and 
and were not fliip merchandize. Mr. VanfittarC 
indeed, in a fubfequent article, left that to be de- 
termined by thofe whofe intereft it was, that they 
Ihould not be deemed fuch, in regard to the trade 
of one per cent. On the trade, ^om one part of 
tfic counm to another, it is infinuated, that this 
is Icfs than ’.;hat ha» been ufually paid, and Mr. 

Yanfit- 
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vanfittart falcl, that on all the trade of this kind/ 
that he carried on in fait, he paid the country 
duties ; though upon enquiry it appeared, that 
of the innumcrabl<{ articles traded in this way, 
only fait and tobacco have paid any, the former 
of which by far the moft confldcrable, did not 
pay above three per cent, although we fubmitted 
' to pay the eftabliflied country duties on the whole, 

' inftcad of trading duty free, which I think we 
have an undoubted right to do, loaded with a 
duty more than double what is paid by the Dutch, 
Armenians, or any people in the country. 

By the fecond article, contrary to the privileges,' 
the Englifli enjoyed by grants and treaties, them- 
felvcs and gomaftahs were fubjedl to thejurifdic- 
lion of the meaneft officer that the nabob employs,' 
without the liberty of an appeal.' By being de- 
bated the liberty of making fait, we are deprived 
of a privilege that every perfon, Europeans and 
others, in the country, 'have, but ourfelvcs the 
givingup the rights of coining in the different mints,' 
IS over-fetting a privilege granted from Dehly, 

The throwing the whole trade of Aflam and 
Rangamally into the hands of one perfon was a 
monopoly moft deftruflive to trade ; and more 
particularly, if what Mr. Vanfittart advances be 
Juft, that the duty of cotton alone in that country, 
bring In a revenue of 40,000 rupees, which if you 
fuppofed at five pcr^^cent. muftbe raifed on 800,000 
rupees worth, which if they monopolized, muft 
greatly raife the price of that article, and of courfe, 
the price of cloths.' Upon the whole, the written 
fecurity fhould be demanded of the nabob, and de- 
ftroyed, to prevent, in future times, when our 

affairs 
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jiffatfs ftiay not be in the riourifhing fituation tlic}' 
arc at prejent in Bengal, in regard to force, a bad 
ufe being made of it, for it is 'probable, the go- 
vernment would, in cafe of having the upper 
hand in the country malteufe of it to invalidate 
the privileges the Engtifh enjoy by their fir- 
Inaundt - • 

I A plan (hould be laid down by the board to 
prevent any injuries being done by the Englilh go- 
niaftahs, and for punifhing ihofe that are guilty ; 
Which may be well done by a committee appointed 
for that purpofe, who Ihould receive all complaints 
and appeals from fubordinates or agents 'refiding 
with authority of the board in ihefe quarters, and’ 
examine them ; and, as it appears that great part, if 
not the whole, of the troubles that have happened 
to the Englifh and their gomadah^s of late, are 
Owing to the order*; fent over the country by the 
habob, a fenior ferrant has been appoinreil to rc- 
fide with the nabob, who fhoulJ be acquainted 
V/irh all orders regardio" the Englilh. 

Mr, Johnftone thought the prefident*s letter to 
the nabob, containing the new* regulations he in- 
tended to cflablilh, was from its abjedt (ryle, as 
well as concelfions, highly dilhonourable to us, 
and fuch as could not far! of rulnintrour trade and 
influence, and reduce us dower than the Englilh 
Were at any period in this country ; that the prefi- 
dent without authority, or any urgent neceltuy, rc- 
iigned to the nabob tbofe rights and privilegAs we 
nre entitled to by the firmaund and fubfequent trea- 
ties, and have hitherto enjoyed by virtue of them. 
Firft. by diftingoiniing the company’? tra-.Ie from 
that of their fervants, and aereeine: to an c::orbi- 

•VoL. IIL 3 ^ , tant 
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of nine per cent on nil articles of the m- 
land tridi,, without diftinttion or examination of 
w hat Ind ufuall^ been paid on any of ihofc artidcs 
at tin. different lubordinites, cfiablilhing the rate 
upon that paid by the gentlemen of Lukypore, 
though cxprclbly meniiontd by them to be more 
than what was paid at Decca, and known to be a 
bo\e the duty paid heretofore at Hughlej , and 
though fall was the only article in lus own inland 
trade that the prefident rem mbers to have ever 
paid any duty on or b ftre this time Secondly, 
infubj dting the Lngl Ih and their gomftah's, un 
der the authoiiiy of tl c Moors ns courts of judica- 
ture, contrarj to the pnuleges wc have e\tr en- 
loyed of protcfting thofe employed order U', ard 
ui rf hes judges of their aflions , the many ill con- 
fcqucrces of which, and the entire lofe of that cre- 
dit an I pre eminence \ e have ever maintained, is 
evident to every bod\, of which we have had nm- 
5 Ic proof of, fince the circulatitn of the regoh 
tion«, as appears from the complaints of every quar 
ter of the nbufe of the power fo eafily put into 
their hands, by the floppage of our trade, and at 
tacks openly made on thofe entitled to our protec 
ton thirdly, the- prohibiting ni once, without 
rcafon, or even confultidg the board, the compa 
nv’s fervants at the faftories it Luckvpore, Iflena- 
bad, 6wc from making fait worKS themfehes, 
which IS a Iibert) not denied to any native of the 
countr), and by which their fortunes have been 
and are endangcr-d, as no time was allowed for 
collefimg in the money they had laid out, and tlie 
balance due, could only be recovered bv receiving 
the fait from theMilongics thev had emplo)ed. 

The 



*■ The article ordering,, without any limitation,* 
that all purchafes of lands miy be made by any 
fervants of our factories ihould be refigned, was 
unjuft and difhonourablc to «<, as if our fervants,' 
where they- paid the due demands to government, 
w^rc not entitled to our protedlion. /'•. 

The article directing that the chiefs and fen’ants 
of the fadtories, arc not to hinder the weavers and 
brokers of the government, has been conftdercd as 
giving a full po'vcr to 'the nibob’s officers over 
them, and may turn to the ruin of the company’s 
inveftment, as appeared by the proceedings of 
hlahomet Alyat, thcdecca aiirungs. 

The foregoing the pruilege we had of coining 
in the mints of Patna and Dccca, while no provi-s 
, fion was made for the currency of our ficcas at 
'thofe places, without difeount, w’as giving up 
what the company could demand of right; and 
ordering all purchafes at Gualparah to be made 
entirely through the* nabob’s organ, was an in- 
fringement of our rights of a free trade in that 
Quarter, and agaiiiit tlie'trcaty with Jafficr Ally 
Cawh, by whichwewerc freed from buying, even 
obliged to buy, by the intervention of Debolls. 
Therefore, the treaty ought to be recovered from 
the nabob, and deftroyed, that fo bad a precedent 
never be eftablilhed, and ufed againft us. 

By virtue of the firmaund and the treaties with 
Serajah Dovviah and Meer Jafficr Ally Cawn, the 
company and their fervants have a ri^ht to, with- 
out any reftridtion or limitation, to trade in, and 
grant duftucks for every article, whether for fo- 
' reign or inland trade : our having been reftrifted 
by the power of the power of the fubahs, before 
’ ' the 
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the revolution, from the full enjo5*nient of thofa 
fights, can never be urged as a good argument tq' 
invalidate them. When the company became 
powerful enough to aflert them, they were efla- 
bliflied as fully and clearly as could be exprelTed 
in the public treaties then concluded : and in fun- 
nuds and duftucks, afterwards ifliied in confe- 
quence, by Serajah Dovvlah and Jaffier Ally Cawn, 
for the uninterrupted currency of our trade, thro^ 
the indubitable authority of the duftuck, \vhere\'er 
it was granted j and thefe funnuds were not merely 
for fuch quarters where the company had faftories 
and aurungs, but comprehended alfo all the di- 
ftant frontier provinces, where they had not the 
lead trade of any kind j and Jaffier Ally Cawn de- 
clared, that he underftood the treaty in this fenfe ; 
that wherever a company’s duftuck was granted, 
no duty, could ever be demanded. If cuftom, 
and what privileges we enjoyed under the Moor’s 
government before the revolution, are to be efta- 
blifhed, as what only we have a right to trade in 
now, by virtue of our grants, firmaund, See. there 
is fcarce an article of the gruff trade, whether for 
export and confumption at Calcutta, and other 
places in the kingdom, but we muft give up : 
for it is known we could not profeflcdly in our 
names, trade in. thefe articles, though willing 
to pay the duties and arbitrary ciatlions re- 
quired on fuch occafions ; thefe various other ar- 
ticles of gruff^ are no more particularifcd or cx- 
pefted in anv treaty, firmaund, &c. than the two 
artiefes of fait and tobacco, and have beenevtr 
fincethc treaty with Semjah Dowlah carried on 
v/ith the company’s duftuck, 

Wc 



We' have acquiefced in ’paying duty on the fin'-* 
gle article of fait, and pafling it with -the Shau- 
-hondaras, at Calcutta, Dccca and Luckypore, 
ihould not now weigh witK us to continue it, when 
our rights'are called in queftion, and we arc bound 
to fupport thcrfi in their full extent ; above all, 
jis this article of the produce of the company’s 
own lands, and as it makes a confiderable branch 
of their revenue, ought as much as poflible to be 
protected and encouraged, inflead of being op- 
preiTed with new taxes, exceeding above double 
■what has yet paid : as for the article of tobacco, 
no duftuck from the goverment has ever been ta- 
ken, and the duty paid on if, has never been de- 
manded till after its arrival at Decca ; and at Cof- 
fimbuzar, the company’s duliucks have been al- 
ways granted, and never difputcd for this article. 
Therefore’, the government diave no right to de- 
mand that, or any other duties where the duduck 
is granted ; and this conceflion Should continue on 
fait and tobacco, as it has been, for beetle nut, 
rice, opium, fugar, &c. articles confumed in the 
country, as well as exported. 

Thofe European inhabitants, who by the com- 
pany’s direftions, are not entitled to duftucks, 
fhould not be exempted from duties ; yet when 
thefe are difeharged for the eafe of trade,' a paflj 
port or certificate from the prefident, might “ac- 
company the ruane of the Budab’undar. 

The Engliih gomaftahs in any part of the three 
provinces, ftiould be fubjeft in no manner to the 
jurifdiilion of the country ^oyejjo.mfur ; they are 
not, in my opinion, more than their principals, to 
be accountable to them, and never were ; and no’ 

ficp 
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flep could ha\c been taken more fiirclj to mm 
our tndc, influence and refpeft in the coun 
try, than ackno \lctlging them our abiolutt ma 
Hers and judges The company ha\cc\crbccn 
protcf'-cd, their gonnflahs, and thole of their 
imants , uhile we ha\e fubordimtL taclorics, and 
^ h’ced governmenc here, jufbcc nia\ floats bt 
had, when complaints anj s ell grounded, «nd ean 
be pro\cd bj the governments dependants , nor 
need we be flartled with thtfc laid before us, but 
from the fubjedt, and c\aggcration ot moft of 
them , conceive what a (late ot wretched depend 
nnce wefliould fall into, were we liable to be cal- 
led upon in ever) fuch abfurd complaint, pre 
ferred to the countr) govermenr In thefe more 
diftanc quarters, where the company have not fac- 
tories, the trade is gencrallj managed by gentle 
men who ha\ c had the approbation of the board to 
go up the countrj, and given fecunty for their 
good behaviour, they mav be prefumed now to 
be depended upon for determining equitabl) anj 
difputes about points of trade, which is all the) 
lliould, or need have anj connection with at 
an) zemindar’s court , an appeal ma), neverthe 
IE's, he from themtotbeneateft fubordinate , and 
when fuch fuch perfons are publicly known in 
thofc quarters, as under the protcdlion, and -dting 
with the permillion and authority of the board, to 
whotn the) arc to be accountable, they maj, 
without an) new regulation or innovation, carr) 
on their trade to the latistaftion of the people, and 
without an) detriment to, or interfering v ith the 
coUeftion of the revenues 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hafting’s name appearing to‘tIie letter, pro* 
pofirtg tiie regulations which formed the fub- 
ilance of the prefideni’s letter to the nabob, it could 
not be expedted of him to join in the harfh and un- 
merited cenfure palTed upon them; by the members 
which then formed the board ; „hc at that' time re- 
garded thefe regulations, not as a conceffion of any 
new rights to the'nabob,. but*a confirmation of 
thofe\\hich beheld by the treaties in force ; nor 
has any thing appeared fince 'to make him change 
that opinion. ■ 

His lentimenls upon the extent of the dufiuck 
and the privileges of the company’s gomaftahs, he 
fully explained, obfcrving that the fettling the du- 
ties on the inland trade at nine percent, the gover- 
nor only fixed the trade, which was before variably 
levied, with continual difputcs, to the great detri- 
ment of the fair trader ; and in this he afted in 
llrldl conformity to the plain and literal inftrudtions 
of the board j whatever fenfe they were intended 
to convey. 

The prefident fo fully explained the motives and 
rcafons for fuch a tranfaftion, that they need not 
to be repeated : upon the whole, the regulations in 
queftion, v/ere calculated in the beft manner to puc 
our trade upon a proper fooling, to difiinguilh our 
rights from*ihofc of the nabob, to preferve the 
Englifh name 'from reproach, and the affairs* of 
the company from fuficring by continual difputes 
and contentions, in which they had no concern. 

To underftand the meaning of any treaty, where 
fliC eirpre/Tions are doubc/xil andcfefedhve, recourfc 
fhould bo had to the circumftances of the parties 
concerned, at the time in which they were made ; 

regard- 
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regarding the firmaund in this light, wc (hail matd 
no fcruplc to pronounce, that the company could 
not, where they obtained that grant from the court 
of Dehly, underhand it to extend beyond their 
own trade, or include privileges of which they 
could not make any ufe ; and which they never 
dreamt of. 

The commerce on imports and exports ever 
bounded, as of nccedity it muft, their concerns in 
this country, for the encouragement of a trade be- 
neficial to the government and its revenues ; the 
court at that time in its fiourilhing date, and fup- 
ported by wife and able miniflers, indulged the 
company with the freedom which they petitioned 
for from duties ; that the trade in fuch commodities 
as were produced and fold in the country, was en- 
tireljr confined to the natives : thev were either for- 
med, or where they were confiderable enough to 
make an article in the public revenues, or circula- 
ted through the province by the poorer fort of peo- 
ple, to whom, whim they afforded a fubCftence, 
they at the fame time added to the income of the , 
Hate, by the duties gathered upon them : let us 
fuppofe the company’s agents had petitioned lor the 
liberty of trading in thefe articles; without paying 
duties t can it be conceived, that the government 
could have been fo blind to its own in°ereft, as to 
have given a privilege to flrangers. which would 
have enabled them to monopolize the whole trade 
of the country, to impoverilh the natural fubjefla, 
and exhauft the country of its wealth, without 
making any adequate return for it ’ the privileges 
therefore claimed by the company, and alloticd 
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by die government, were origlnally'defigned by 
both, for fuch a trade only as was carried on by 
ithe former, that is, in goods brought into the coun* 
fry, or purchafed in it for exportatioh ; in effedl, it 
was ever limited to that ; nor cannot be proved, 
that the duftuck was ever allowed to pafs for any 
other from the firft engagement of this grant, untd 
the death of SerajahDovvlah : the company in their 
landing orders before that time, prohibited their 
fervants from meddling'with w’hat we now term 
inland trade, and name it illicit ; nor can any dif- 
ference of power convey to us a right from former 
treaties, which we confeffedly wanted before, though 
fince the reftoration of the comp?ny*s privileges we 
have by degrees dealt in the inland trade, yer it 
was alway with a tacit acknowledgment of the 
invalidity of our duftucks for that trade, having 
generally paid the'governmcnt a duty thereon ; and 
when it was attempted without, It his conftantly 
been the fubjeft: of complaints and oppofuion of 
the nabob’s officers. 

It has been objefted that we Ihould not be too' 
rigorous in calling in queftion our own privileges ; 
but where the fenfe of a treaty is not fufficiendy 
clear, interpret it in fuch a manner as may tend to 
our own advantage, leaving to others to difpute it 
and that therefore as the firmaund gives us a gene- 
ral right to trade, duty-free, without mentioning 
any exceptions, we fhould infill on a free trade in 
every thing without limitation. If this principle 
is juft at all, U can only be fo where the pomis 
contefted for are of real importance 5 but where 
they arc cither trivial in ihcmfelves, or have a per- 
nicious tendency, it muft be an abfurdicy to infill 
upon them. Wc muftdiftinguilh between thein- 

Voi.. HI. ^3 Q tcrefl 
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tsrefV of the company and that of individuals, 
which have been loo much confounded ; that ihe ' 
company will not foffer by a reftriftjon of the 
duftuck to foi'cign merchandize is manifelf, fince, 
with that relVriftion, it will anfwer every purpofc 
for W'hich they want it. Cefides the odium which 
a monopoly lo injurious to the natural rights of the 
country-merchants, mull unavoidably call upon 
the Englilh name, and the perpetual jealoufies 
which from experience, we know it to be attended 
with prove that this privilege is in cfFeft highly 
prejudicial to the real intercft, as well as honour to 
the company. As they have been pleafed to per- 
mit their fervants to (bare with them the benefit of 
the duftuck, they may furely content themfelves 
with the enjoyment of that ptWiiege, within the 
fame bounds to which the company is limited. To 
attenipt to extend it beyond that, and for the fake 
of our own private advantage, to make this a point 
of contellwith the power in alliance with the com- 
pany, is both a violation of juftice and a breach of 
the duty which we owe to our employers. 

We can claim no right from the firmaun, nor of 
courfe the fubfequent treaties, v hich were but in- 
tended as copies of that ; in the articles regarding 
our commerce to.an exemption from duties on any 
but foreign trade, that is, in goods imported or 
carried out of the country. Duties ought to be 
.paid to the country government, on fair, bcctlc- 
nuc and other articles, which arc produced and fold 
in the country ; and of courfe the duftuck ought 
not to be given for thofc articles, but that they pafs 
with a certificate from the officers of the cufioms in 
the fame manner with the goods befonging to other 
m'crchants. Whether wc trade in fall with the 
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company’s duf3uc3:» or as other merchants, without 
them, the duftuck is a fufficient diftindtion m the 
firll cafe, and the latter requires none. 

The Englilh gomaftahs, in every part of the 
three provinces, whether in th^diftrifts of the na- 
bob or the company, ihould be fubje£t to the ma- 
giftrate j but wjtli this diftinftlon, to be obferved 
between private gomaftahs ahd thofc of the com- 
pany; that the former ftiould be equally accounta- 
ble to the magiftrate forahy mifdemeanor, with any 
one of the nabob’s fubjefts, that fhould at any 
time refiJe in the territories of the company, nor 
enjoy any advantages above any other merchants, 
but fuch only as the ftrmaun gives them, viz. that 
their goods fliall pafs duty-free, wherever they have 
the protection of the duftuck; the magiftrate ftiall 
notoppofe buiaftift them, in the recovery of theic 
juft debts, nor fuffer any^one to injure and opprefs 
them; but as the company’s gomaftahs have a 
weightier charge, and are none of them fituated at 
fuch a diltance from the company’s factories, but 
that complaints againft them may be both eafily 
heard and fpcedily redrefled, it fhotlld be only per- 
mitted to the magiftrate to oppofc them in the ac- 
tual commiftiun of any violence, or the afTumpiion 
. of any right not belonging to them, but in any 
difpulcs with their immediate* dependants, fuch as 
the weavers, 'pykers, or debolls in their fervice, he 
Ihall not interfere oihcrvvife than by alhftiog them 
in carrying their complVints to the prefidency, or 
the factories to \shich the gomaftah’s belong for re- 
drefs ; but the gomaftah (hall not therefore proleCt 
his own dependants for any lawful claims of the go- 
vernment. 
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vernment, nor their pcrfons from juftice in any cri- 
minal cafes, 

-This feems to be the only equitable method for 
preventing any mlfbchaviour in the company’s fer- 
vancs, or difputes between them and the country 
po\^ers. If the magiftrate at any time fiiould abufe 
his authority, the nabob fliould be required upon 
proof to difmifs him from lits ofhee, or inflidt any 
other punifliment foitable to the degree of the of- 
fence. If this juftice, fo effeniial to the nabob’s 
own intereft, and tranquility of the country be re- 
fufed, or from thcdiftance of his refidence cannot 
be timely obtained, we have always the means in 
our power, when fuch extraordinary occafions may 
demand it to vindicate our right, and call the in- 
fringers of it to judicc. 

From the peculiarity of the times, and a natural 
propenfity in the weaker part of mankind, io*run 
fromoneextreme to anoihcr,uhas unfortunately hap- 
pened, that the powerfoddcnly placed in the hands of 
the nabob’s officer’s, for the proicdlion of his people, 
has been fo extravagantly abufed, as to give occa- 
fion to a perfuafion in many, that no power can with 
fafety be trufted in their hands. Thofe 'of the 
company's fervants who have lived amongft the 
country people in an inferior ftalion, and at a time 
when they were fubjedt to the mod flaviih depen- 
dence in the government, always met with the 
greateft indulgence, and even refpeft from the ze- 
mindars and other officers; can with the greateft 
confidence deny the juftice of this opinion ; and 
add further from repeated experience, that if the 
company’s fervants, inftead of creating themfelves 
tnco ioids and opprc/?«« of :kc cco’nrry, hsd con**?- 
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ned themfclyes to an honefl: and fair trade, an4 
fubmltted to the lawful authority of the govern- 
|nent, they would have been every where courted 
and refpeded, and the Eoglilh name inftead of 
having become a reproach, would have been uni- 
verfally revered ; the country would reap a bene- 
fit from our commerce, and the power of the Eng- 
li(h, inftead of being made a bugbear to frighten^ 
the poor inhabitants into afubmiflion to injury and 
oppreftion, would have been regarded by them as 
the greateft blefling and protection. 

It is as impofiiblc for any ftate to fubfift with a 
divided power, as wdth none. The company's /er- 
Vants are as likely at lead, to make an ill ufe of 
their power as the nabob’s officers, but are not fo 
cafily to be reftrained. In whcfc hands therefore . 
can It be fo properly lodged as in thofe of the go- 
vernment to whom it properly belongs ? to take 
from them that right, which the -company’s fer- 
Vants ffiould ever fuffer to be contefted in their own 
'diftrifts, will introduce oppreflion, rapine and an- 
archy, inro the country which they are engaged to 
proteft j and whatever temporary advantages in- 
dividuals may gain from fuch a feene of troubles, 
the affairs of the company muft infallibly fuffer by 
it, if not be involved in one common ruin with 
the country^ 

That this confequcnce may not appear too 
forcibly drawn, ir has been obferved, that the wifelh 
and moft permanent Hates have ever left it to con- 
'quered nations, the exercife of their own laws and 
by that means infured their fubjeftion. The power 
which the company has acquired in thefe provinces 
|ias reduced them into a condition as nearly refem- 
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bling a conqueft, as it is for their own interefl to ' 
wiih tt j but as they talce lb ungenerous as well as 
impoluic advantage of their weaknefs, as to put 
in the power of every banyan who calls himfelf an 
Englifh fervant, to tyrannize over the inhabitants 
without coniroul, this is not only to deprive them 
of their own laws, but to deny them even the be- 
ntlit of any. 

Mr. Cartier gives xis his opinion, that the prefi* 
dent's letter to the nabob was m every refpedt im- 
proper, and naturally intended, for the conceffions 
contained therein, to bring upon the Englifh name 
difcredit and real dilgrafe ; the late violences and 
outrages committed by the natives, are a certain 
argument of its impropriety, and which were clear- 
iy forefeen the very inQanc the faid letter was 
made public. The hope given them of being con- 
flituted judges and arbitrators of all difputes that 
might h'>ppcn ‘m the tntercourfe of our bufinefs, 
gave caule to the many inconvcniencies and tyran- 
ny, that v/e have lately fuffered : the fubjedting us 
to fuch a rontroul wpuld have efTeftually deftroyed 
our inhuence and reputation in the country, and 
would unavoidably have led us from the manifold 
oppreffions we muft have fell under by fuch regu- 
lations taking place, to the neceflity of taking up 
arms for the red refs of ihefe grievances; every mem- 
ber of this colony muft have fcll'by fo arbitrary 
ajunfdiftion: as it is, the evil has fpead wide, and 
has acquired fuch flrength that no other methods, 
I doubt, but forcible ones would have been able 
to remove it. The members of the board did not 
intend giving a diredt confent to the prefidents en- 
tering into a treaty with the nabob on points fo 

very 
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very interciHng, to the company’s privileges, or 
did they imigme fuch a ftep was any wa^s necef* 
fafy ; the faid regulations previous to the aflent or 
dilapprobation of the board, were made known' 
to the nabob, and the fame ordered by him to his 
different officers, to be carried into execution, be- 
fore fuch agreement could have the concurrence 
of thcjfeveral members of the council. Such re- 
gulations were in no refpeft agreeable to the tenor 
and fplrit of our firmaund, and the fubfequent 
treaties entered with the nabobs Sefajah Dowlah 
. and Meer Jaffier, but would have been the means 
of confining thefe privileges mro much carrower 
bounds than the grams and treaties were intended 
to reffain us in. * 

On the true extent and meaning of the firmaun 
and allfubfequent treaties, Mr. Cartier thinks, that 
by the privileges inverted in us by our firmaund, 
that trade is under no Umiiation whatever, either 
in foreign or inland ^commodities. The want of 
power to aflert formerly the immunities of the 
firmaund, cannot be conftrued to an abfolute and 
entire deprivation of them ; this rcafon now no 
Ionger''fxifting, we ought to exert our privileges 
to their fuUert extent and latitude, nor fubmit to 
the capricious condoft and encroaching behaviour 
of the country government. 

On the trade of fait and tobacco, no obje^bion 
could' be had to the payment of an equitable duty, 
more particularly as we have hitherto, both at the 
prcfidency and the fa<3:orics6f Decca andLuckypore, 
fubmitted to pay on one or both of thefe articles ; 
but let that be fixed at a medium of what has been 
paid at the different fsuUmcnts, and farther more 

to 
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io be corvfidcred as a concellion made the nahohj 
and not claimed as a right paid us at times which 
cuftom has eftablilhed, and not to be confirmed b]^ 
any treaty. 

It is allowed, that the trade in fait and tobacco, is 
in every refpeft agreeable to our firmaund pri- 
vileges ; there is no rcafon why aduftuck {hould, 
not be granted for thofe articles as well as for all 
others; though at the fame time, as a duty may 
probably be laid on thefe two articles^* they ftould 
be accompanied with the buxbandar’s receipt to 
afeertain that the full duties have been paid, and 
that nothing farther is to be demanded on any 
account. 

As certificates have been granted indifcrimisatcly 
to the company’s fervants as well as to the inha- 
bitants of Calcutta, the fame fhould be continued' 
to the latter, on their application to the prefidenty 
on producing the buxbandar’s receipt for duties 
paid ; though at the fame time the duty ftipulated 
' and agreed upon to be levied on thefe branches of 
trade, the properties of company’s fervants, fhould 
ferve, as no regulations for what may be demanded 
' from them. 

’ The nature of government in every part of Tn- 
doftan being in all refpefts oppreffive and venal, 
and the decifions of all caufes depending more on 
the ability of the parties engaged in bribing their 
judges, than the legality of them, it can fcarcely be 
thought even equitable that the fervants and go- 
maftah’s employed by the company, fhould on any 
^ complaint or mifdemeanour be fubjedt to their de- 
termination. ' 

% 
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" • It IS Hkewife a kno\\n truth, that in every dif- 
•'pute ‘concerning property and money matters, a 
•tourih’’ part IS appropriated for the fcrvke of the 
government and officers. This probably might not 
be infilled upon from the ^company’s fervants, 
'though the other party being fubje<9;ed to the efta- 
'bhfhed cullom of the country, ihews what a fu- 
perior influence would be acquired on that fide : 
•but even independent of this cuftom, and fhould 
it not be expefted or demanded from either party, 
yet the integrity of the propofed judges as fo little 
allowed of, that it would be the higheft abfurdity 
to expefl it, or even to fubmit in their having the 
leaft power or authority over the company’s fer- 
vants: fltould this even bo permitted,' it will not 
be prefomption to declare that we'^may then begin 
io date the commencement of our declining influ- 
ence in the country, and would mofl certainly be 
‘produftlve of continual broils, fhould we have fpi- 
'nt fpfficicntly remntntng to refent the injutlice and 
'indignities we mull in fuch a fituation be expofed 
to. 

Though it is improper to allow the officers -of 
'^the government any kind of controul over the 
company’s gomaftah's, yet their aftions fhould not 
• be uncontrouble. Let the perfon injuretl, if not 
employed by the company, lay the complaint be- 
^forethe magiftrate of the diflridt he is in, to be by 
him forwarded with the complaint to the prefident 
or chiefs, and council, of the different fadtories near 
the diflirldt where the complaint cbmes from ; 
where the gomaftah fo complained againfl fhall be 
ordered down tojuftify himfelfas to the accufation 
lodged againft him ; fhould complaints anfe in 
- VoL. III. 3 R parts 
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parts diftant jfrfrm either the prcfidcncy or the 
faftories, a confidence might be repofed in the 
gentlemen employed as our agents in thofe parts, 
as they are men of character, and their appoint- 
ments have been approved by the members of the 
board, and each depended upon to fettle the com- 
plaints brought againft their gomaftah’s. It is ne- 
ceflary, that the company fliould judge of all dif- 
putes in .which their fcr\ants may be concerned ; 
moil true it is, it has not the moft equitable ap- 
pearance ; but every gentleman mufl be convinced 
how highly effential luch a privilege is for the 
fu'pporting their influence and avoiding chicanery 
and perplexities of a Moorilh court ; a power fo 
lodged in their hands is liable to lefs abufes, and 
may be exercifed with* the flriflefl impartiality, 
notwithflanding they are parties in the declfion of 
the caufe. . 

The firft part of Mr. Vanfiitari*s letter to the 
nabob, contained the agreement for the company’s 
fervants paying a duty of nine per cent, on all arti- 
cles for inland trade. The firmaun and fubfequfnt 
treaties were certainly the only goods that could 
enable them to form a proper judgment on this 
fubjeft; and they gave them an undoubted right 
to trade, duty free, in all commodities whatever^ 
either from foreign or inland trade, upon confidc- 
ration of paying annually a fum flipulatcd in lieu 
thereof. It follows of eburfe, that the prifident 
had entered into an agrtement, which evidently 
deprived them of one of the grcaicft advantages 
they had gained thereby, on the bare fuppofition 
that it would be approved by- the other members 
of tbe boaiij VrVKtxii, tcsibe imboVs revenues 

■ mufl 
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mud have fuffered, (hould the company’s fcrvanfs 
carry on a commerce of every hind, without pay- 
ing any duties, fume rcafonable ‘compenfation 
Ihould have been made him for ihf; privilege of the 
.Inland trade-, he fhould at the fame time have been 
made fenfibie that he was by no means entitled 
thereto, and that it was entirely a mark of favour. 

It IS Well known, that the agents or gomaftahs 
cannot confine themfelves with.n the limits of the 
authority with which they arc invefted. The many 
daring outrages and oppreflions which have been 
committed by the nabob’s officers, ever fince his 
orders for enforcing thefe regulations, were firft 
iflued, fufficiently point out the impropriety of 
them. The prtndeni’s letter micht hereafter be 
ufed by his iucceflbrs, as a pUa dfficrent from the 
purpofefor which it was defigoed. The company’s 
duduck fhouUl always le granted equally for the 
inland as well as the foreign trade, after it was fet- 
tled, wherher the company ffiould pay any, and 
what duly ; this would have effeftually cut off all 
fubjtdt ofdifputc, by pulling it out of the power 
of the officers to make any objection to the paffage 
of the gooOs ; and none but the compani ’§ fervants 
fiiould have the prefident’s paffport for the fair, 
which may have paid the government duty ac 
Hughley, 

In regard to the difputes that may happen be- 
tween the company’s agents and the people of the 
country, the only plan for the determination of 
them, would Le to oblige the perfon who may 
think himftlf aggrieved, to apply for redrefs to the 
ijcarcfl factory, and if he is not content with their 

decihot^. 
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dccifion, lie may appeal to the governor and coun- 
cil. ' , . • ' 1 

Mr. Baifon thought the prcfident’s letter to the 
nabob detrimental to the intcrcft of the company* 
and the nation in general ; becaufe by a forced and 
groundlcfs explanation, it f invalidated the privile- 
ges granted % the Hng’s firmaun, conhrmed by 
fubfequent treaties. 

Such an explanation coming from the chief of rhd 
Englcfli, may give great adv'antage to the nabob’s 
and to other European nations againft us, in futurd 
negociations, which we may happen to have with 
them. By this letter, alfo the advantage of coining 
in the mints of Patna and Dccca was giv'en up, and 
the mint of Calcutta rendered of little or no fer-' 
vice ,* forty our being prohibited from' ufing any 
authority over the chiefs, the currency of rupees 
coined at Calcutta, will be flopped in moft parts of 
the’coufltry ; and this w'as the cafe of Coflimbuzar 
and Murlhadabad, Thefc advantages which were 
fb ftrenuoufly contended for many years together, 
were given up without any public confideration ; 
the faid letteralfo tended lodeftroy the national in- 
fluence in the country, and to bring us into_ con- 
tempt ; becaufe the form of addtefs and fcveral ex- 
, preflions were unbecoming, fubmiflive and cendef- 
cending ; but chiefly becaufe it fubmitted to the 
Englilh agents, not excepting the company's fadlo- 
ries to thejurifdiSion of the nabob's officers, which 
w'ould immediately put a flop to great part of tlie“ 
private trade, and would furnifli the nabob with 
continual pretences for ful^cfting the company to 
the fame oppreffions which they underwent before 
the rupture with Serajah Powlab, whenever he 
‘ * fhould 
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fiiould think himfelf in a condition to proceed (o' 
luch lengths ; therefore Mr. Baifon infiftcd with 
other members of the board on the nabob’s fending 
back the original letter. 

By the firmaund and fubfequcnt treaties, the 
company, and under them their fervants, had a 
ejear right to trade in every article whether for fo- 
reign or inland trade, which it is their dut) to pre-’ 
ferve entire and undifpuied ; and indeed the oppo* 
fite arguments, prove no more than that the for- 
mer nabobs had the power and means of hindering 
us front enjoying the king’s grant in it’s full ex- 
tent. 1 

The company diould have acquiefeed in paying 
the fame duty on fall and tobacco that had been 
paid fince Meer Jaffier’s coming to the lubah, but 
the fame fhould not be agreed to by any public 
deed or writing. The fait trade being formerly 
farmed by CujahVazecd, for an inconfiderable fum, 
could be no gt'eat advantage to the nabob’s reve- 
nue ; and by means of the monopoly he allowed 
the dealers at thefirft hand a very fmall price, from 
25 to 30 rupees per 100 maunds ; but fince the 
Englifh have had a part of the trade, the price of. 
fak has rifen to 7O or 80 rupees per hundred 
maunds at the aurungs ; from whence ii is clear, 
that from the Engljfli trading in this article, the 
nabob received benefit, and fuffertd no lofs ; his 
complaints on this head therefore dtd not proceed 
from any real grievance : duftucks fhould have 
been allowed to the company’s fervants in fui'urc 
forfuch articles, but no others. 

The committee of fecrecy to enquire into the 
flatc of the Eaf); India company, and for that pur- 

pofe, 
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pwpofc to infpeft the books and accounts of the 
faid company ; having made the report of what 
they found material, with refpe6t -to the profits 
which th<f company derive from their commerce, 
and from the territorial acquifitions lately obtained 
ia the Eaft Indies, proceeded, in purfuance of the 
order of the houfe, to enquire further into the fi- 
liation of the company’s affairs, and particularly 
how far the fame may ha\e been affefled by the 
management of the company or their fervants ; 
and your committee thought, that among the 
many ohjedts, that offered thcmfclves to their con- 
ffderatton under this extenfive head of enquiry, 
the {late and management of the revenues, lately 
obtained in Bengal and Bahar, required their im- 
mediate attention, and your committee thought 
at right to’begin, by enquiring into the nature 
of thefe revenues ; and having for this purpofe in- 
fpedlcd the books and corrcfpondenccof the com- 
pany, and having examined Harry Verelff, Efq ; 
lace prefident of Fort William in Bengal, who 
had been cmplojed for fevcral years in the col- 
Iciflion of part of the faid revenues ; your com- 
iniitec find that the revenues, of which the com- 
pany, aic at prefent pofllflcd in the province of 
Bengal and Bahar, confiffs of rents of lands, duties 
?nd cuftoms, farms of cxclufnc privileges, fines 
and forfeitures, and with reQicct to the rents of 
lands, which conffitutc the principal parts of the 
faid revenues, they find, that all the lands of the 
faid provinces arc confidered as belonging to the 
crown or fovereign of the country, who claims a 
right to collcfl rents or revenues from all the faid 
lands, except fuch as arc appropriated to charita- 
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bk abd reljgkus pvirpofes; which, having been 
granted by different princes, 'are underftood by 
the general tenor of fuch grants to be exempted 
from payment of any rents to the fovereign. 

There are, befides, other lands, held by grants 
of different kinds, which pay only a fixed annual 
acknowledgment or lents, and that in general 
much below the medium rate of rents . in the 
provinces : thefe are called jaghires, which are 
grants from the crown to individuals, ortalooks, 
which are grants from the nabob or prince to in- 
dividuals ; and Mr. Vcrelft informed your • com- 
mittee, -that thefe jaghires and talooks vary in the 
nature of their tenure; the jaghires being^fomc- 
times fo the grantees for life only, and fomc^ 
times for the life of other perfons in the fame 
family; but the talooks do more regularly de- 
feend to the heirs of the firft grantees, than the 
iae-hlrcs. 
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Jight of making fuch alterations in thefe duties# 
•are as they thought proper. And that the cort^ 
panj, fince they have been poflefled of the faid 
" revenues, have likewife cxercifed the right of mak- 
ing alterations thcrcin<- 
' And your commitrec find, that the farms of 
exclufive privileges, tvhich make a part of the 
•faid revenues, are farms of privileges of exclufivc 
trade ; and it appears to your committee that the 
fatnedid exift before the company became poflefTed 
of thefe revenues ; and your committee finds that 
the fines and forfeitures# which are fiated as 
■parts'of the faid revenues, are fines and forfeitures 
■for b/eachesofla\v, criminal, civil, or’religiou5> 
ofthts faid country, 

• Your committee proceeded next to inquire in 
what manner thefe revenues are collefted i and 
•they find, that the duan colleifis the fame, by 
leafing them our, either to the rajali or zemindars, 
who are confidered as having a fort of hereditary 
right, or at lead a right of preference to the Icalc 
•of the revenues of the province, to which they 
refpcdlively belong ; or. other farmers under the 
names of Izodars and other appellations; or to 
officers appointed by gov'crnmcnc und<?r the names 
of Fowzdars, Raumils and Fulllldars, with all whom 
the government make in general annu.il engage- 
ment for the revenues of the fevcral diftrifts. 

And your committee having enquired, whether 
the company have ever difminVd any of the rajors 
or zemindars of this provinces, they find, that the 
Ti’nirany -have taken into ibeir liands the revenues 
cf th^ provinces of Burdwan and Nuddea, upon 
\h-c rrjer cf the faid provinces falling in arrtar of 
‘ rent 
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fsni ; and that a fupport Was allowed by the com- 
pdny to the faid rajah. 

And your committee find^ thit an annual rent- 
foil of the faid provinces, called the Bundibus, is 
renewed and fettled every year at a feitiral, called 
the pQonah ; which is ufually held in the month of 
May, for Bengal, and jn the month of September 
for Bahar : and your committee refer to the jour- 
nals of the 28th ot April, 1767^ when a rent-roll, 
or bundibus, for the province of Bengal, for the 
year 1765, was laid before the houfe, toflieWthe 
parurd and form of this inftrument ; and they have 
added in the appendix of this report^ a rent- 
roll, or bundibus, for the province of Bahar, for 
the like purpof:*. 

And vour committe find, lhat In fettling the faid 
rent-roll, the governnKnt firft endeavours to treat 
for the revenues of each province, ordiflriift, wherd 
there is a rajah or zemindar, with loch rajah or ze- 
fmndar; and If the rajah or zemindar does not 
come to an agretment with govtrment, an officer 
is appointed to fupvrintfend the collections, which 
collections are nauc by .fuch officer m the names 
of the rajah or zcnindar, and his own ; public or- 
ders bring ifiued in their joint names j and in dt- 
ftriils where there is no rajah or zemindar, they 
endeavour to treat with the prefent farmer ; and if 
fuch farmer does not come to an agreement with 
government, the lands and revenues lie holds, arc, 
m fuch cafe, let to ionic other farmer for the belt 
tent w hich can be procured^ or taken into the hands 
of government. 

And your committee find, that after the general, 
rent-roll is thus fettled^ between the government 
3 S and 
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and the feveral rajahs, zemindars, farmers and 0 - 
rhers, under difterent names ; tliefe again malte 
their agreements with tliofeof IcfTcr degree, cither 
with the ancient occupiers or tenants, called,' ryoits, 
or with new tenants. And Mr. Verclft informed 
your committee, that by tlis ancient rule 6f go- 
vernment, agreements with the ryotts for lands, 
which they and their families have held, were con- 
lidered as facred, and that they were rot to be re- 
moved from their pofleflions, as long as they con- 
formed to the terms of their original contrafts ; but 
that this rule had not always been duly obferved. 

And your committee having inquired whether 
the rajah, zemindar, farmer, or collcdlor, have a 
right to lay any new eludes, or augment the old 
ones, by tneirown authotiiy : they find, that they 
have no fuch right : it appeared, however, to your 
committee, by the evidence, of Peter Mlchell, 
Efq; ferretary'to the faid company, and of Samuel 
Wilkes, Efq; examiner of India correfpondence, 
that the books and correfpondence of the company 
afford many inftanccs of the country having been 
exceedingly diftrelTedby additional taxe"^ levied by 
the zemindar, farmer, or collcftdr ; ' but not fo 
much by the two former as by theiatter, and Mr. 
Verelft informed your committee, that he believed 
that the aforefaid officers and colledtbrs had levied 
newdutres oraugmented the oldones,by their own 
authority, in every part and corner of the coun- 
try ; a(id that they did this much more, before the 
company was in pofiefiion of the dewannee, than 
fince • and he added, that the government have; a 
right to call upon them for every thing fo col- 
lefted ; and that they have been called to an ac. 

count, 
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count, fince the company held the dewsnnee, 'in_ 
fevcral inftanccs. 

And your committee find by the correfpondence 
of the company, that the pretident and council at 
Fort William, are endeavouring to afeertain the 
amount of the muffuful collections, or the revenues 
levied by the rajah, zemindar, or farmer, in the 
Jcveral diftrifts of Bengal, in order to fix the pro- 
fits of the faid rajah, zemindar, or farmer, at a 
dated and reafonable fum, to prevent in future 
undue charges in the colleftions, and to preferve 
the ryott from oppreffion by undue, additional,* 
and arbitrary demands- i . ■> 

Your committee proceeded next to inquire into 
the produce of ihele revenues, and to enable the 
houfe to judge, whether the lame have increafed 
or dimimnted,- fince they have been in the hands 
nf the company ; your committee were defirous of 
knowing, whac had been the produce of the 
faid revenues, while the provinces where they are 
collefted were under the antient government of the 
mogul or nabob ; and having examined^ Air. 
Michcll and Mr. Wilkes, your committee were in- 
formed by^them, that there is not to be found in 
the books or correfpondence of the company, any 
general lUtemcmt of the faid revenues, while.ihefe 
provinces were under the government before-men- 
tioned : but Mr. Verclft informed your committee, 
that having caufed the records of the government 
of Bengal at Muxadavad to be examined, lie found 
Suja Khan, who w’as feated on the mlfniid or 
iJirone in the year 17^8, ufed his befl endeavours 
to increafe the revenues, and that the net revenues 
arifing from the whole of that province, except 

from 
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frcm the of Bordwan, MIdnapore, Chit- 

tagong, and the twenty-four Calcutta purgunnahs, 
were ihep as follows, viz, 

Bicca Rupees. 

Crown rent - - > ^,656,884 9 4 a 

A colleftion for thp cjpence 

of hisown houfe - - 2,391,356 260 

Jaghirc to the buzey of the 

empire - - 110,238 3 10 i 

Jaglure to the duan - - 452,171 9 16 3 

A cclledtjon for the paj- 
ment pf troops in gatn- 
fon ■ - - 24*, 1^9 043 

A colleftion for d€fra)ing 

roatineespences - - 1,013,792 14 xi 4 

A further colledlion for 

troops in garrifon - - 42»5iS 300 

Sicca rupees 10,907,870 to 13 3 
Current fupcesat 2.3.each 12,653,129 12 ii o 

Or pounds fieri, 1,429,477 2 6 q 

During the reign of SuiErz Khan, the revenu'S 
of this country continued urdtr the like regula- 
tions, and no alteration were made by Mm , but 
when AJliverdi Khan having killed his predfceflcr, 
ufurped the government, he was compelled upon 
the Morattas invading Bengal, to the payment of a 
phouf, one-fourth of ihe cfljmatcd original crown 
revenue: the amount of this chout was agreed to 
be ficca rupees 1,104,262 6 7, for defraying of 
wMphj an additional collcftion was made in the 
> tne 
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the provinces; and this, with fomc further' taxes 
for the expence, for building and other charges^ rai- 
ded the aforefaid revenues in his time, to the amount 
of 13,282,960 2 17 1, or 1,733,426 pounds 
flerling ; and the revenues continued in tliis ftate 
until the foubahdary of Cofixm Ally Khan, 
was featej on the Trifnud in the year 1760, when 
he laid an additional tax of one, and rupees, 
450,164 2 9, which being added to the former 
revenues of 13,282,960 2 17 i, made the 
whole of thefe revenues in hts time amount to 
33,733,124 561, or, 51,792,172 pounds fieri. 

Mr. Verelft further informed your committee, 
that he had not matarials fufficienc to afeertam the 
progrefHve raife in the revenues in the province of 
Bahar, or in the diftrifts of Burdwan, Midnaporc, 
or the Calcutta purgunnahs ; but he prefumes they 
mull have kept peace with thofe.of the oihtjr parts 
of the country j that the province pf Chiitagorig was 
conquered about the year 1665, by a regimtion 
Aurangebe, and that the defence ol it was for fome 
time a heavy expence to government ; but the in- 
habitants afterwards greatly increafingand the lands 
being improved by cultivation, the revenues ari- 
fing from them afligned to feveral officers, com- 
manding their troops, for the defence of their coun- ' 
try on condition that they kept up a fufHcient 'force 
for that purpofe ; the lands under their management 
Continuing afterwards to that purpofe, fo as they 
yield a fum confiderable above the real charge of 
the force necciTary for the defence of the province^ 
the government claimed a fiiare thereof, fo that a- 
bout the year 1713,3 crawa rent was fixed on thofe 
Jands amounting to ficca rupees 68^422, jo 7^ in 

addi- 
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addition to the revenues raifed for the defence of 
the province ; which crown rents have fince been 
called the original rent, and on which e\ery fubfe- 
quent enercaie has been calculated. Between the 
years 1713 and 1727, the rents of this province 
was railed four annus or one fourth part ; from 
1727 to I734> was raifed one fourth part more ; 
and by feveral fubiVqLent augmentations, every 
rupee of original crown rent was encreafed in the 
year 1759 to 4 13 lo^ rupees ♦, and the ancient 
rent of rupees 68 422 10 7^ was thereby raifed 
to the fum of 331, 529 i 15, befides feveral other 
extraordinary taxes levied for the fupport of go- 
vernment under v’arious pretence^. 

Your committee having thus obtained the beft 
information they were able of the ancient flate of 
ihefe revenues; they proceeded next to enquire, 
\\hat they had produced fince the company be- 
came pofiefled of them •» and for that purpofr, hav- 
ing’called for a fiatement of the revenues of Ben- 
gal and Baliar, including rlie province of Burdwan, 
Midnapore, Chittagong, and twenty-four Calrutta 
purgunnahs, fioin the time the company became 
poirtJTed of them rffpeftivcJy ; the following .tc- 
count was produced to your committee which the 
fervanis of the company informed them is as per- 
fedt as can be produced from any account iran- 
fmitttd to the court of dircdlors. 

The (late of the Bengal revenue?, fiiewing the 
grofs receipts and the charges of collcdtons, &c. 
charges in each year, from the lime the company 
became pofiefied of each of ihefc revenues, is as 
fullous: 

flcrlinj^ 
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llerling 

From 1 

May i 7 /; 8 , to April 1 

' 759 . - 57.253 

from 

1756 to 

1760 

- Ditto 

F rom 

1760 to 

1761 

- - 25.75+ 

From 

1761 to 

1762 

- - ' 163,888 

From 

1762 to 

I7S3 

- - - 677.332 

From 

176^ to 

1764 - - 

- - 655.199 

' From 

1764 to 

1765 - - 

- - - 631,416 

From 

1765 to 

1766 

- - 606,132 

From 

1766^10 

1767' - - 

- - - Ditto 

From 

1767 to 

1768 - 

- “ 2,550.09+ 

From 

1768 to 

1769 - - 

- - 2.451,255 

From 

1760 to 

1770 - - 

- - 2,401,191 

From 

1770 to 

1771 - - 

- • 2,118,294 


The rife and fall of a revenue, as well as any 
deviation from the agreements, made a nfo from 
two caufes, the balances of proceeding years being 
brought into the current year, or remiflions in the 
revenues on account of lofles by draughts or exceflive 
rams, as well as the mifeondudt of the farmers. 

It appears by the nabob’s funnud granting to the 
company the twenty-four purgannih’s that there 
was to be an annual payment to him for the 
king's rent of the fum of rupees 222, 95S; it is fup-' 
pofed the above fum, was on account of thefc 
rents preceeding the grant of them to lord Clive 
asa jaghire. 

The committee proceeded next to enquire into 
the feveral payments, that have been made out 
of the faid revenues by virtue of any treaties or 
agreements entered into by the prefident and coun- 
cil of Calcutta, or the -fclcft committee there, or 

by 
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ty any order made by them^ or by order bf lisS 
court of dircdtors In England. 

And the committee found, that by articles of 
agreement between -the king« Shah A Hum, and the 
nabob Nudjtim al Dowlah, Auguft ipih, 1765, to 
which the company were made j»uarantccs, a tri- 
bute of 26 licks per annum, was agreed to be paid 
to the faid Shab Ailum out of the revenues of Ben- 
gal, Bahar and Orfxa And by an agreement 
made with the' aforefaid Nudjumal Dowlah, Sep- 
tember 30th," 1765, the annual ftipend of 
5,386 i3t-9, was'agreed tobe^paid to the faid na- 
as an adequate allowance for, the fupport of the 
nizamuc. 

And by the agreement made between Syeif 
al Dowlah and the governor and council of Fort 
William, 1766, the annual ftipend of 4., 186, 131 9, 
was agreed to be paid to the faid nabob. for the 
purpofe above-mentioned. And by an agreement 
made March 21ft, 1770, the ^annual fum of 
3,181,991 9, was agreed to be paid by the go- 
vernor and council of Fort William, to the nabob 
Mabcrnknl Dowlah. 

“And in i77r, it was ordered that the nabob’'^ 
flipend fliould be reduced’ lo 16 lacks of rupees 
per annum, during his minority ; and by the order 
of the feledt committee at Calcutta, dated Decem- 
bcr.jift, 1766, 3 nd_an aHowince of j2 lacks of ru- 
pees per annum, was fettled upon the minifters, 
Reza Kavm, Roy Doolub, and Shiiabroy, to 
Commence from the 31ft of January, 1767, which 
allowance was afterw.nrds divided in the following 
proportion. 
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^0 Mahomed RezaKawn - 9 lacks per annum/ 

' Roy Doollub - - - 2 / 

Sbilcabroy - - 99 » 99 ^ rupees. 

Befides the above-mentioned allowances, - lord 
Clive and the felcdt committee allotted Shiltabroy 
a monthly allowance of 25,000 rupees. 

Mahomed Reza Kawn’S falary was afterwards 
reduced from nine to five laclcs. In confcquencfc 
of the evils fuffered by the late famine in Bengal, 
the governor and fclcft committee, on the 26th of 
May lyyoi ordered 30 lacks of rupees at leaft to 
he ftopped out of the tribute to the king, and the 
allowances to the nabobs and minifiers. 

In confideratton of the mcriiof the family of ihe 
Seats to the company, the governor and council of 
Fort Willlarn agreed# that a chlni of the Seats to 
the amount of 21 lacks of rupees, lent to the late 
nabob Meet JafHer, for the fupport of his and the 
Englilh army, fiiould be paid in equal proportions 
by the company and nabob, at certain ftafed pe- 
riods, within the courfe of ten years. Several other 
payments were made out of the revenues of the 
dewannee, fince the company became pofTefled of 
them, on account ofTcftuulIon for private lofles in 
the war with Coflim Ally Kawn, and of donations 
to the army and navy for -their fcrvices on tharbe- 
cafion. When the wai broke out Avith-Co/iipi 
Ally Rawn, in the year 1763, jnd a refolurion 
wa^ tilcsn by tlie prefident and council of Fore 
William, to refiore Meer JafHer to the fubahHiipy 
In confequence of which, they entered into a treaty 
ulth him, by which he agreed to rclmburfe to all 
VoL^ III. 3T pri-* 
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private perfons the amount of fiich lofTcs, as they 
•ftught ftiftain rn thetr trade in the country ; and as 
lie fhould not be able to difcharge this in ready mo- 
ney, to give aflignment of lands for the fame, and 
upon the fame occafion thefaivl Meer Jafficr promj- 
fed a donation of 25 lacks of rupees to the army. 

Meer JalRer gave to the commander of the fleet 
an engagement m writing for the payment of 
twelve lacks and a half of rupees to the navy ; a 
large proportion of the rcflitution-moncy, and of 
the donation to the army v/as paid by Meer Jjffier, 
his fucceflbr, while they were m poflefiion of the 
dewannee, but no part of the donation to the navy 
was paid by ihcnu At a genenil court it was re- 
commended to the court of directors, to caufe fo 
much of the donation to the navy, as could be re- 
covered, to be paid out of the arrears of the reve- 
nues due to (he nabob of Bengal ; and for fo much 
as the {aid arrears fhould fall lliort of the amount 
of the faid donation, to be paid out of the com- 
pmy’s dewannee, at fuch reafonable times as lhall 
be moft convenient to their affairs ; 'and the court 
of directors gave orders conformable to the faid re- 
folution, to the prelideot and council at Fort Wil- 
liam, for the immediate payment out of the revenues 
of Bengal, Baliar and Orixa, ofwhat remained un- 
]>aid ot the reflitution-money, to the feveral per- 
ions to whom it was due'^ according to their claims, 
a^ admitted and hqu dated by the committee. The 
balance unpaid to the clamianis of the reflftuiion- 
fimd vsas ordered to be paid in Bengal, as foon as 
the flare of the company’s treafury would permit. 
The prefident and council at Fort William had 

drawn 
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Orawn bills on the court of diredrors for one moiety 
of the navy donation, v.hjch bills appear by an 
account delivered into the commUiee to the amount 
of 76,049!. and they had agreed to give intcreil- 
lands to the navy agents at hort William for the 
other moiety, and to give them bills on the court of 
diredorsr In exchange for the faid'bonds, when 
the treafury at Fort '.VilUam Ibould be open. 

The prefident and council at Fort William paid 
on account of reftiiuiion for private JolTcb on the 
12th day of May 1766, current rupees jj&'.ooo, 
and to the army agent 00 account of the donati- 
ons, current rupees 150,000, then 24,000 and 
laftly current rupees 145,632; bjing the balance 
• of that account, the toraUroount of claims for refti- 
tuiion allowed, was current rupees 5,568,000 and 
the balance remaining' unpaid J,533,8a8. 

The court of directors ordered that' out of the 
fcvcral deductions directed to be made from the al- 
lowance of the nabob, and the ftjptnds to the mi- 
ni{lers,.as was before dated, the fums paid by the 
company to the army and navy on account of the 
donations debts due, and ftipulatcd payments to in- 
dividuals, Ihould firft be w holly faiisfied and reim- 
burfed to the company ; and fuch farther fums as 
fnould’arife from the fatd redudtions, fhould be 
applied from time to time to clear the balance un- 
paid to the claimants of the reftitution fund, and 
alfo the donation of two lacks to colonel Monro, 
promifad to him by Meer Jaffier, in confideration 
of his having relinqoiQied a jaghire in Bengal grant- 
e*d to him by the king, at luch proportions as the 
refpeflive claims may bear to each other, until the 
whole Iball be difeharged. 


'And 
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; And the commucee having enquired wheths? 
any jai»hires had been granted out of thcfe revc? 
Bues, fince the company became pofTefied of them, 
they found that a ja^hire had been granted to Dol« 
sbram amounting to 187,500 rupees per annum, 
pait of two pergunnahs were alfo granted. 

•Rupees 

To Moneer zel Dowlah - - value 56,649 

To Mr. R. Cawn, one jaghire - ditto 16,064 
To ditto one other jaghire - - ditto 19,788 

And to ditto one other jaghire - ditto 24,-254/ 

It ‘appeared that thb jaghire of Dolabram was 
granted by'ihe king Shah Allum ; and according 
to ^ ktler of Mahomed Reza Cawn, to thff noble 
prefident of Fore William, Mr. K. Cawn fays, 
vMy lord you are pleafed out of your favours iq 
confer upon me a jaghire.’* And lince the com- 
pany became poiTefTed of the faid revenues certain 
films' have been paid out of them to the preficlents 
and other fervants of ihe company In India, under 
rhe name of commiflion. An allowance was or- 
dered to be made by the court of diredtors to 
their prefidenr, Mr.'Vanfittart, and to the prefidenc 
for the time being, of a commiflion of t\to and half 
per cent, to be deduced from the net annual re- 
venue of their acquired lerritotics, to be paid at' 
the dole of every' year. This allowance was af- 
terwards confirmed by the court of directors as a 
fettled and invariable emolument to every gover- 
nor i and fo long as Mr. Vanflttart was to continue 
in the goyernmen: of Bengal, he was allowed q 
pommilfion of two and a half jjcr cent, of all fuch' 

revenue^ 
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revenues ns have or may rife out of, the grants' 
from CofTim ally Kawn, and the payment was to 
commence with the cefSon of thofe countries’ ; ad- 
ding that this additional emolument was' cxprefsly 
to be underftood ns a diftinfl: revvard due to the 
perfonal meric of the iaid prefident, Mr. Van- 
littari, and was abColutcly to ceafe upon his quicing 
the government ; it was not to be claimed or any 
ways pretended to by thiirfuture governors, wliofe 
fixed emoluments, very handfome and extenfive, 
were to be confined to the orders and regulations of 
the 13th of March, lydij the fum of 6000I. per 
annum was allowed lord Clive, as preGdenc and 
governor, to be paid him monthly, and to com- 
mence upon his arrival in Bengal { which allowance 
together with one per ccnt.‘out of the 2^ per cenr. 
coinage duty, was' to be in full contideratlon 
for all his fcrvices, both civil and military; and 
his lordlhip was confequently to have no allowance 
whatever, by way of commiflion or oiherwife, out 
of the revenues from any of the territorial acqui- 
fitions whatfoever. In confidcralion of lord Clivers 
having relinquifhed five lharcs to which he was en- 
titled in the capital flock of the focicty of trade, as 
well as every other commercial benefit and advan- 
tage, they did afiign to his lordlhip, as an equivalent 
for the fame ; a commiffion of 1 per cent, upon the 
revenues of Bengal and Bahar ; and as'Mr. Verelfl 
was to have the charge of the government for Se- 
veral months after his lordlhip’s departure, the fc- 
ledl committee further rcfolvcd, that Mr. Verelfl 
fhould in like manner draw the commiffion of i •§ 
upon the revenues of Bengal and Bahar, until he 
^quld have refigned the government. The couri 
■ I ' ' ' ‘ o, 



of direftors ordered that the allowance of i ^ per 
cent, commiffion on the dowannee revenues, fet- 
tled by the governor and council on the prefidenr, 
for relinquilbing all fbare in the fait trade, fhnuld 
abfolutely determine and ceafe upon the firit of 
September j 767. 

As the trade of their fervants was to be confined 
to the articles of e.^port and import only, in which 
they would be greatly afic^led by the great de- 
mands forextending the company’s invcftmeius ; 
and confidering the great increaf^C'of bufinefsin 
which their fervants were ncccflarily engaged, and 
which demanded the utmoft carcand attention, they 
were come to a refolution to give them a reafona- 
ble encouragement to exert ihemfelves with zeal 
and alacrity in their fcvcral depannients i but 
-(vhich they were to look upon as a free gift from 
the hands of their employers, olicred to them an- 
nually fo long as the prcfenc revenue IhouUl re- 
main with the company, and ^ their behaviour 
Ihould continue to merit fuch a reward ♦, and they 
direfled, that they fliould draw out an annual .nc* 
count of the fum received from the dewannee, dc- 
'dudting tliercout the ftipolated payment to the 
king, and the allouance to the nabobs and mini* 
llers i and allb of the icvcnues of the provinces of 
Bgrdwan, Midnapore, Chittagong, and the Cal- 
cutta pergunnahs, from which wcrcto be dedufltd 
Lord Clive’s jaghire, and the ordinary charges 
of collcflion i and upon the amount ot the faid 
net revenues, tiicy were thereby indulged to draw 
a commifiion of 2 i per cent, and that the fum 
which Ihould be the produce of ilic faid 2 I per 
cent, was to be divided into one hundred parts, or 

ibares. 
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(hares. _The large proportion allowed to the go- 
vernor of 2 i per cent, was in conGderation of hrs 
reltnqoi/htng, and not being concerned in any 
trade whatever, even in articles of import and ex- 
port, and hkewifeof relinquiftiingaUprcfcnTsand 
gratifications, as exprefled ih the deed of renunci- 
ation, entered on by 'Lord Clive, approved and 
confirmed by the court of diredtors, who dlreclcd 
that all governors (hould execute the like inftru- 
menc on their entering into their office ; as their 
inducement for annexing fo great an appointment 
to the ftation of prefident and governor, was in full 
expectation of hts giving up Ins whole time and at- 
tention to the faithful difcharge of hts dutv ; and 
that being excluded from 'all trade himfclf, he 
might be vigilant in watching and deteding all 
abufes committed by others.. The (hares of the 
coenmiffion were in addition to his falary of 
3000 1 . per aim. and hts mint duty, &c. The 
fliares to the other fervants were ip be in ad- 
dition to their faUries, diet money, and the poffcs 
tliey might rcfpedlivcly hold. 

The court of dlrciftors, by their inftructions to 
the fupervifors, fent out in 1769, gave orders for 
preventing all monopolies in fait, bcctle-nut, and 
tobacco, and laid open thefaid trade to their fer- 
vants, by declaring that it was their intention^ 
that the faid trade be laid open to all perfons, as 
well natives as Europeans, and that Englifli fub- 
jects (hould be permitted to trade therein, only 
upon the fame footing, and under the fame duties 
and rcflri^lloTis as nacHes or other fubjedts. 

Thefe orders for opening the trade inro execu- 
tion, were afterwards repealed, by publifliing the 

V ' ful- 
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following notice : “ That the honourable tal^* 
India company had been pleafed to lay open thf 
trade in fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco, throughout 
the Bengal provinces, and that all perfons, Whe- 
ther Europeans or others, were hereby permittee^ 
to engage in it, fubjedt to the regulations already 
enforced, and to fuch others as might hereaftef 
be made by the members of the adminiftration.’* 

Not long after opening the trade in the manner 
before-mentioned, a certain native, named Harpa- 
ram, declaring that he had adfed on account of the 
governor and council, feizedby forcefeveralparccls 
of fait, which being finally prepared, had the feal 
of theperfon ro whom they belonged, which feal 
he took, off, and in its {lead affixed his own. Com? 
plaints of a fimilar nature had been made againrf 
Harparam for the fame-pradlices In forty^cight 
villages, which he did not deny ; “and the feals fo 
fixed appeared in many inftaoccs to be inferibed 
** Mr. Charles Floycr and company, Saheleung.^' 
This laftword, is a vrord of authority, command- 
ing refpeft. 

The faid refident informed the committe of the 
revenue, that having examined the orders which 
Harparam had received from his confiituents, he 
found that he was direfted only to make fair ad- 
vances for fait, and to receive it as it was made, 
and put it into golahs. But without regard to 
equity and jufticc, he forced his advances on the 
Molangccs, and on the Arcngth thereof, had ac- 
tually ftized the fait contracted far, and dcliv^ircd 
to other merchants, crafing the marks of the 
owners, and damping that of liis cmploters 
thereon. Such a lawicfsconduft merited a public 
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a\icl'local punifiimcnt, as ah example to others ; 
becaufc, if refpedt to the gentlemen by whom he 
was employed, and whofc orders he had exceeded, 
the refident was induced to refrain from inflicting 
it, neVerthclefs he thought it his duty to fend him 
to them, under a guard of feapoys, that upon exa- 
mining the depofitions of the falt-makcrs, they 
might take with him what mcafurcs they thought 
the nature of his offence required. It docs not ap- 
pear that farther proceedings were carried on in 
this bufinefs. 

The committee appointed by the houfe of com- 
mons proceeded now to enquire into the abufes 
and mifmanagement, by which the company’s re- 
venues had been diminiflicd. They found that 
- the company, claimed large fums as owing to them 
by feveral perfons for duties on fait and beetle- 
nut ; and it was impofliblc to Ihcw the nature and 
amount of thefe claims, without laying before the 
houfe'aftate of the feveral tranfaftions on which 
they are founded, • 

They began by dating what were the duties on 
fait, beetle nut, and tobacco, before the company 
became poflefled of the dewannee; they found by 
a report of Mahomet Reza Kawn, entered on the 
feleft committee’s confultntions, the 25th of De- 
cember, 1767, that under the government of the 
nabobs, the duties on fait made Jn Bengal, was 
2 I per cent, paid by Mufiulmen, and 5 per cent, 
paid by Gentoos ; they find alfo, there were cer- 
tain duties paid on beetle-nut and tobacco, but 
they cannot afeertain by the correfpondence of the 
company, what the rate of the faid duties was, 
cept that in the company’s on n lands, bcerle*^'"' 

' ? rr 
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appears to" have paid achokee duty fronr^ i6 ta 
rupees per boat, according to the fize j ahd alfo 
a khallory rent of three rupees per khallary, 

• But in the year 1762, the prefident and council 
cftablilhed a tax of 30 Sicca rupees, per khallory, 
and aboiilhed all former duties. By the terms of the 
Icafes which were then granted, the farmers were 
obliged to take upon themfelves the balanced due by 
the Molangccs to .the renters for the laft year : this 
jvas afterwards made a (landing order ; and a claim 
being at that time made by the fait merchants of 
ancient balances due from the Molangecs, thefaid' 
plaim was liquidated and fixed at 444,896' Arcot 
rupees} and the governor and council agfeed to 
pay this balance to the merchants ; but in order to 
re*imburfe to the company the Aims fo paid, they 
laid a tax on the falc made at the faid kballorids, of 
ten Sicca rupees per hundred maunds. No mate- 
rial alteration was made in the above duties untlll 
ihecftablilhment of thefocicty'and trade in 1765. 

The court of dircflors, by their letter of the ift 
of June, 1764, to the prefident and council at 
iForr 'William, ordered them to confulc the nabob 
concerning the carrying on the inland trade in fait, 
.beetle-nut, tobacco, and other articles, produced, 
iind confumed in the country, in fut.ii manner as 
•might be moft to his faiisfaftion and advantage, 
,.Tnd for the intercA of the company and their fer- 
.vants ; and to form an equitable plan for carrying 
on the faid trade ; and to tranfoiic the fame to 
them, accompanied with (uch explanations and 
remarks, as jnight enable them to give their fenti- 
anents thereupon, in a full and explicit manner. 
Thefelcft commiutc at Forj ^Yilha^', by their 
^ minute ' 
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minute of the to h of Augulf, 1^65 refolved, 
that the whole of the fnland trade (houlci be carried 
on by an exclufive company, and that their exclu 
five right Ihould commence the ift of September 
following, and to continue to the 31 ft of Auguft, 
176^ , and that all fait, beetle put, and tobacco, 
produced in, and imported into Bengal, fliould be 
purchafed by the find company , and that all other 
perfons ftiould be prohibited from dcalingthcrem. 

By a minute of the fclcft committee of the rSth 
of September, 1765, it was then refoWed, that the 
inland trade in the above articles flibuld be fubieft 
to a duty to the company, after the follov.'mg 
rates 

On fait, 35 per cent \aluing the 100 maunds at 
the rate of 90 Arcot rupees, and m confidericiort 
thereof, the prefent khallorj doty to be abo- 
hihed 

On beetfe nut, ip percent on the prime coft 

On tobacco, 35 percent on ditto 

By this calculation the Iele6l commictee hoped 
that a clear revenue of at lealt 100,000 1 per ann 
■would be produced to the company , which nmute 
of the felefl committee was confirmed by the no 
ble prefident and council, the 25th of September 
following 

The fcle£V committee, in their letter to the court 
ofdirc£lors, of the 30th of September, 1765, gave 
It as their opinion, chat the {aid duties would pro- 
duce a clear revenue of 120,000 1 fterhng p'T ann 

The committee appointed for managing this 
monopoly being rwo members of the lelefV com- 
mittee, and two of the council, folicited the no* 
()le prefident and council to ^rant them a deed t® 

Iccu 
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fecure to the proprietors of the faid exclufive righf,’ 
the free and foie purchafe of fait, beetle nut, and 
tobacco, in the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and 
Onxa, to the giftof AuguH, 1766, allowing fuf- 
/icicnt time to difpofe of luch purchafe for chefea- 
fon j which* deed \vas then ordered to be pre- 
pared by the prcfidenc and council. But it does 
not appear in the books and CDrrefpondence of the 
company, that the faid deed; were tranfmitted to 
the court of directors. 

After the eftabliftmept of the faid focietj', the 
governor and council ordered feveral Aims to be 
paid out of the treafury of the company to fundry 
people for fait balances ; and the khallory^s rents 
and fait duties in the company’s own lands to the 
amount of 236,010 rupees, were appropriated by 
the fociety of trade' to their own ufe, during the 
years 1765 and 1766. 

Noiwithftanding a letter of the court of direftors, 
pofuively forbidding their fervanls to have any con- 
cern in the trade of fait, bcetle-nut and' tobacco, 
whatever government might be eftablilhed, or 
whatever unforefeen circumAances might arife, it 
■was determined by the right honourable the prefi- 
dent and the feleft committee, on the third ofSep- 
tember 17C6, to continue the exclufive fociety for 
the next jear. They augmented the duty to be 
paid to the company on fait, to 50 per cent, and 
on bcetle-nuc to 15 per cent. w’hicK minute of the 
fel di committee was confirmed by the noble pfefi- 
dent and council. 

The court of direflors at laft infilled on the abo- 
Hiion of this monopolizing and oppreflive focietj, 
and that the inland trade fhould be totally relin-, 

. , quifhed. 
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ijullhtdj but they were indolgccl, notwithfttnding 
ihe command of the mafters, by the governor and 
council, to enjoy their exclufive right one year lon- 
ger, to difpofe of their concerns, and under divers 
pretences the ibcisty was continued till September 
3768. 

The court of direfliors tranfmitted in 1767, re- 
gulations for carrying on the fait trade in future, 
and direfted a duty upon it to be collefted, fo as to 
produce, upon the neareft eftimatton, no le/s than 
loojoool. fterl. and no more than izo,oool. per 
annum, and if it was found necelTary, all fait im- 
ported was to pay the fame, or even a larger duty ; 
&nd all falc-makcrs were to deliver m every year, 
an account of the quantity made, and in what 
place the fame was landed, 

‘ ThegQvernor and council propofed fcveral regu- 
lations for the fait trade, and that a duty be laid on 
that commodity of 30 ficca rupees per 100 maunds, 
to be paid by the purchafers, which according to 
their eftimate would produce, the fom required. 

The refidentat the durbar, the collcftor-general 
and the chief at Patna, were inflrufted to put in 
execution, the regulations for the fecuring the 30 • 
per cent, duty on all fuch fair. They were allb in- 
^or^ied, that thefe regulations were meant only for 
the fait made laft feafon, and jiot that belonging to 
the committee of trade, which was dlflinguifhed 
ty its having a duftuck. 

The following is the account received by the 
Eaft-India company for duty on fait and beetle- 
nut, in the provinces of Bengal and Bahar, from 
the firfl of September 1765, to June i8th, 1771. 

. Tiic 
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The company received from the fociety of trade 
the following fums top/ards tl e firft year’s duties, 
and at the periods her ‘after fpccified 

jy 65 Sept 14 Cor. R. 100,000 
1767 Os^ober 8 * 250,000 

*1765 -Aprils - - 550000 

3769 May 31 - 120,000 

3769 September rg 31,000 

3770 March 29 - io5,I2i 

1,057,121 I ft. 1x8, 9T? 

The company rcceu^d from the fociety of trade 
an account of the duties for the fecond yea? the 
folowingfums, and at the time fpecificd below. 

176S February 3 • R 220,000 

2769 May 31 w - i8o,ooo 

0770 May 31 - - 25»ooo 

1771 June- 18 • • 90,000 

j / — 

^ Cur R. 515,000 1 ft. 57,937. 

The company received on account of the new 
duties ordered to be collected m fait, and beetle 
jiur at 30 rupees per 100 maunds for the year 
376970 

Sicca Rupees 254,271 1 fterl 33,183 

The company received on the fame account for the 
, year 1770 71 

Sicca Rupees 306,452 1 fterl 39 997 

And Cur Rupees 5^095 1 fterl 6,299 

256 342 
The 
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r-' Ttitigreatefi: receipt is fait by tlie foplety of trade 
in one year was, .2,g36,420;6-io maunds, , which 
was in a favourable feafon, and* they, eftimatcd 28 
lacks of maunds as the quantity fdr fixing the duty 
ordered by the company to be collected, 50 per 
cent, with falf provided in the provinces of CengaJ, 
and Baharj and 15 per cent, on beetle nut, would 
according to ihc.ftaie of the ialc trade at that 
time, produce to -the company from 12 to 13 lacks 
of rupees per annum; from whence it follows^ 

• that the quantity of fait provided annually in' Bengal' 
ahd Bahar, was thus fuppofed to amount to about 
28 lacks.' 'The quantity of foreign fait imported 
into Bengali do not prevent the whole of what is 
produced in the country from being cohfuraed. * : 

Uponthe wholeof chefc tranfst^ions, the' com- 
initceoblerved, ,that if the company had received 
the revenue they were cntuled to, upon iHe lowed: 
tralculations made,- by their own fervanfs, ai 'thti 
-time the feveral duties were impofed upon fait and 
beci!e-nut, they would have received as follows ; ' 
For ihe-firft ycar-of the focicty of trade, from 
September 17d5.ro Augufl: 1766, according to the 
lowefi eftimate of the felcft committee 
■ • ' • . . • • ' €* too, 000 

*_ 'For the fecond year of the fociery of trade from 
September 1766, to Augoft lydy, according to* 
the lowed edimate of the prefident of Fort William, ' 
when he propofed the continuance of the faid fo- 
■cieiy for another year 135,000 for the fourfubfe- 
‘quent years, according to the’order’of the court of 
■oireftors, and the lowed elUmatc of’the committee 
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appointed by the governor and council of fort 
\VilIiam, in at ioo,oool; per annum,' 

£• 400,006 

£, 635.000 


When in fafl: the company received from the 
faid duties, during the before-mentioned period 
no more than the of 256,342 1. and the pay* 
ments of a principal part of this fum appear to have 
been made at periods diftant from the time uhen 
they became due' ; the company’s treafury was at 
the fame time charged with the payment of fcveral 
fait balances, and yet the fociety of trade received^ 
/or the two firfl: years, the duty which had been 
impofed to reimburfe the company the payment of 
/alt balances of the like nature. 

The court of directors rcfolvcd that the com- 
pany follcitor, Ihould in behalf of the company, 
profecute the perfons on whom they have de* 
mands on account of the duties on fait, beetle- 
nut and tobacco. 

And certain taxes under the name of Mhatoot 
have been raifed in the provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar, which have not been included in the gene- 
ral ftatement of the company’s revenues, 'nor 
brought to the company’s account, except a fmall 
part which has been applied in defraying the ex- 
pences of repairing banks and bridges. 

The Mhatoot exhibits on one fide, the amounts 
of fums collcdted fince thcEnglifh had acceded to 
the dewannee, by cefles under the name of Mha- 
toot, and on the other, the particulars of fundry 

expenccs 
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.cxpences of the fircar, neither of which had ap-^ 
peared in the public records, the former having 
never been included in the general (latement’of 
tjic revenues, tranfmitred annqall)" to Calcutta, 
nor the latter inferred in the treafury account, but 
both left under the mana^mentof the minifters. 
The reafon why thofe.cellcs were edablifhed, and 
had been thus ^condufted appears in a letter of Mr. 
Sykes’s to Mr. Becher, on that gentleman refign. 
ing the office of refident at the durbar. Mahomet 
Jleza Kawn affored Mr. Sykes and the gentlemen' 
who then compofed thefcledt committee, that fuch^ 
mode of colleftion was firft adopted. 

You will find, faid Mr.' Sykes in his letter dated 
the r 6th of January, there are collections madcfc- 
perate from the ftatemeni, viz. on account of the 
cxpences of the poonah ; this mode of defraying 
thefe cxpences was cftaWilhed by lord Clive and 
the feledt committee, and why they were not in« 
eluded in the ftatement, that the company might 
have a fair account of their grofs colleftjons at one 
view, I cannot conceive. It muft, 1 think, have 
arifen from the fear the' gentlemen of the felefl: com- 
mittee had, that the company would not permit 
fuch an expence to be kept up at the poonah, not- 
withftanding it Is deemed fo neceirary in the eyes 
of the country people, and always held with the 
utmofl veneration. 

In a letter from lord Clive, general Carnac, and 
Mr, Sykes, to Mr. Sumner and the gentlemen of 
the council, they expreffed themfelves in the fol- 
lowing words, on account of the expsnccs before- 
mentioned. . ' 

VoL, HI. 3 X 
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We thought Ft by no means advifeable to de- 
viate upon flight occafions from the 'eftabUftied 
forms and cuftomsof the anniverfary of the poo- 
pah, and therefore accepted for ourfelves and for 
you ihc'ofual prefents of a dre s and elephant to 
each, which (ball be forwarded by the the firft op- 
portunity, This expence has been formerly char- 
ged to the government, it muft therefore now be 
brought to the company’s accounr, but as the a- 
mount is very inconfidcrable,it is fcarce worth while 
to introduce any innovation that may tend to leflen 
our dignity in the eves of the people. 

' If the cuftom of giving drefles to thofe who 
were employed in the collei^ions, could not be 
aboliflicd eniirely with propriety, th?t expcnce 
might have certainly been greatly reduced. 

With regard to the charges of repairing bridges, 
banking the fldes of the river, u bo ever had gone 
up and down through Murfliadabad by water, mull: 
be fenfible of the very great expence of fupporting 
the banks of the river/ which to people in general, 
would appear a mod unreafonable charge. For- 
4 mcrly ihefe expences were defrayed by, and the 
conducing it eniirely refled in particular zemin- 
dars, whofe lands svere contiguous to ihefe banks 
and bridges, and the ztmindars were proporriona- 
• bly eafed in their rents, but even then on extraor- 
dinary events, great ^fliflance W'as given by the go- 
vernment. On this footing, nearly things remain- 
ed during the firfl two years of the company’s hold- 
ing the dewannee, and the extra expence was 
charged in the treal^ory account, in 1766. By the 
negledt and inability of the zemindars, the banks 
were found to have gone greatly to decay, and by 

foms 
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fome of tiiem giving way, the country \Vas over" 
flowed, and the city of Murfliadabad in Septem- 
ber iy 6 y, in the greateft danger ; for which rea- 
fons an afleflmcnt which had before refted with par- 
ticular zemindars, was extended to other diftridts. 

Mr. Becher obfervcd, that his predecefibr had 
received from the cefles of Mhatoor, an nllov/ance 
of 2000 rupees per month, and that on his apply- 
ing to Mahomed Reza Kawn for an explanation of 
that charge, he acquainted him, that Mr. Sykeses 
table was fupplicd from the diftridts near the city 
of Murlhadabad, withfeveral articles of provifion } 
but that inconvenlencies having attended that me-^ 
thod, this cuflom was aboUihed, and Mr. Sykes 
received 2000 licta rupees, as an equivalent. This 
allowance has be^n cor.tmucd 10 the refident, and 
received by Mr. Becher, when he lield that fla- 
tion ; Mr. Verelu gave his approbation to this ar-' 
rangement. It was aUb agreed, thtt for ibe fu- 
ture the drefles ihould be bellowed on none but the 
adling officers of government, and the members 
of the admihlflracion j and that the value fliould 
be reduced as low as the appearances would admit# 
That the prefents to tlie mohures fhould be difcon- 
tinued as far as could be efiedted, without creating 
in them a difgutb to the fervice : that bearers fhould 
be allowed to thofe who travel on public duties, 
and to no others ; that the Turn of 350,000 rupees 
fliould be fixed on to be raifedj that a flatement 
of that fum fhould be formed feperate, and that a 
new and equal aflefiment thereof fhould take place 
in each diflridt, in proportion to its revenue, avoid-* 
ing thofe partiiHiies which had been too vlfible In 
the levying the Mhatoot. 


It 
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It appjarlrg that the 2,oco rupees per month 
rtientionul in the refident’s letter, u-tis a part of the 
3000 fcilled by lord Clive, but not recorded, the 
relident wasjuftly called »o an account. 

All arbitrary taxes whatever, muft be fomany 
inflruments of opprcflion m the power of collec- 
tors ; was it not fo, how was it pofilble that the 
Mhatoot, a fum by no means confiderable in itfclf, 
fliould be'found fo heavy and intolerable a burthen 
on that cxtenfive country. Was it equitably divh- 
ded amongftall (he dl(lri6;s, it could not be called 
a grievance. The dlredors were therefore very 
folicilous to hear what progrefs the fupervifors 
fhould makeon that objedlof their inquiries, fince 
they more than fufpedhed the refult would lay open 
a molt iniquitous feene of oppreflion and pecula- 
tion j they were (Iruck with a never-ceafing accu- 
mulation of expence, and upon referring to the 
charges incurred before the company's acceflion to 
the dewannee, they found them Co /mall as 83,000" 
rupees j but ever llnce that period, each ye^r had 
fwellcd the account, till it had exceeded all bounds. 
They were fenfible the cuftom of drefles made to . 
the boatd, had been one caufe, and the defraying 
occafional charges from the treafury, and not from 
the nabob’s confummary, had been another fttll 
greater fource of the incrcafe. As to the firft, the 
inftitutton came from lord Clive, when he attended 
the firft poonah, after the grant of the dewanee ; 
it was recommended by his lordlhip to the coun- 
cil, as a form that cofl little, and was neverthelefs 
eiTential to the dignity of the adminiflration. It 
bad been continued from that pretended motive, 
but intcreft, bad a place in matters ever fo trivial. 

The 
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The grand abufe 'which had, been encrcafing 
yearly, was in the admiffion of every rank to that 
honour, by uhich not only the charges had been 
augmented, but the intentiort of the cUftom itfclf 
perverted 4 for from bsftowing any' particular dif- 
tinftion on the member: of the board, k had been 
the means of confounding all dittindtions. 

The new tax fince the year 1767, having been 
impolcd upon an extraordinary calamity, which 
had not happened for years before ; they faw no 
reafon, after the banks had undergone one tbo- 
* rough repair, why fo large a fum Ihould ftill have 
been levied. As for the falary of the refident, it 
was fettled by lord Clive and Mr. Sykes, without 
being recorded. It appeared that the n bole of the 
fum expended in the courfe of five years, under 
the feveral heads to which the taxes called mhatoot 
were applied, amounted to licca rupees 2,i72,xoa 
or 1. fterJ. 285,458. 

Were the cclTes collcftcd in a lefs oppreflive 
manner, they would yield a furplus towards the 
large debt due to the merchants. The governor 
and council of Fort William having opened the 
packet addrefled to the fupervifors, who were Pent 
'out in 1769, they found therein, amongft other in- 
■ ftrui^llons of the court of diredlors, an order, for- 
bidding prefenis ro^be made on any occafion whac- 
foever, particuhrly at the time of thepoonah, other 
‘than a few gold rupees, or fuch fmall taxes of 
friendfhip and refpeft as the ancient cuflom of the 
empire Ihould have made necelTarv and the go- 
vernor and council ,then came to feveral refoluti- 
ons, which W'ere'fignificd to the committee of re- 
\enues at Murfiiadsbad, to the following effedt. 

' Thai 
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THat the honourable the prefident fiiould receive 
one khallant/ not exceeding 5000 ficca rupees. 

That the chief of the council at Murlliadabad 
fhould receive enc khallaot, not exceeding in value 
2QQ0 (Icca rupees. Each of the remaining eight 
members of the board at Calcutta, including the 
commander in chief of the forces Hiould receive a 
fum not exceeding 1000 ficca rupees. 

'The members of council of revenue at Murlha- 
dabad, a fum not exceeding 500 licca rupees. 

That no other European ftould receive any pre-^ 
fenl at the annual ceremony of poonah, but the 
prefenc made to the nabob on account of his dig- 
nity, was not to be diminlfhed. 

That a khallant fliould be allowed to Mahomed 
Keza Kawn of 4000 Hcca rupees, and the expence 
to the inferior officers of government, ffiould be 
retrenched as much as poffible. * , 

The governor and council ordered in a fubfe- 
quent letter that the expcnce’of khallanis to the offi- 
cers of government to be reduced to 6o,oOo 
rupees. 

The committee obferving, as well from the let- 
ter of Mr. Bccher before-mentioned, dated the 
28th of March 1770, as from the letter of the fe- 
left committee betore-mcniioncd, of the aSih of 
April 1770, that there were the ftrongeft reafons 
to fuppofc, that arbitrary cefles under the name of 
mhatoor, were levied by the colleftors in fevcral 
provinces, befides what were accounted for to the 
government at Murfhadabad j and that the fclcft 
committee were, on that account, very fnhcltous to 
.hear w’hat progrefs had been made by the fupervifors . 
in this objeft of inquiry, lince they more than fuf« ‘ 

pefted 



ppefted the refult would lay open a moll Iniqui- 
tous fcene of opprclEon and fpeculatlon, as is be- 
fore-mentioned ; your committee thought it right 
to inquire wliac information had been rranfmitced 
to the court of diredtors, on the fubjeft of^raha- 
toot; and extraordinary colleftlons made m the fe- 
veral diftrifts of Bengal and Bahar ; and they find, 
by a letter of Mr. Middleton from Dura, dated 
i8th of May 1771, v\howas then upon a progrefs 
into the faid diftridt, when the faid difiridb had 
paid a large annual mhatoot, which, in the Ilate- 
ment tranlmitted by him, appears to have amounted 
to rupees‘i 16,496,103; and he adds, that part of 
the money fo collected, was remitted in the lad 
ycarto Murlhaclabad, towards defraying the char- 
ges of Bha Khullaur, and that tlie remamaerwas 
dilburfed and mifapplicd by the officers of the go- 
vernment at Decca , but that he had then abohfh- 
cd the mhatoot, and that the amount of it would 
be fet forth as an article of increafing in the new 
fcttlemen: 5 and in another letter of Mr Middle- 
ton’s, dated 13th of April 1771, he fays, that a 
company of feapoys and forty burgudafies, retain- 
ed there for the ufe of the colledtions, had till 
then been paid from a fund accumulated under the 
denomination of mhatoot ; and that the expenccs 
of the duakes eftabUfhed in that place, Murffiida- 
bad, Chittagong and part of the \/ay to Calcutta, 
had been detra)ed in the like manner. 

The committee finds, that Mr. G. G. Ducarell, 
fupervifor of Purnea, in his letter to Richard 
Becher, Efq; refident at the durbar, dated 17th 
of Auguft 1769, leprefenis, ** That the company 
have received a ycry confiderable revenue from 

that 
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1776, reprefents, That befides the arowcci wd* 
ges to the aumlls in our dlftnfls, they' had num- 
beliefs psrquificcs, the amount totally unafeertain-^ 
ably, not confifting of a prefentage on the cot* 
Isdtions, but chiefly in rufoons eftabhfhed, as to 
the articles but not the fums; not to mention what 
was gathered under the denomination of falamies 
and thisTupervifor dates the mhatoot of his diftridts 
at rupees t2,rgr,S and fatamics at rupees 1579* 
And Mr, G. G. ’Ducarel^ the foperVifor of 
Purnca, In a letter on Murfhadabad confutations* 
of the 13th December 1770, repfefents, “ That 
It has been annually the cuftom there, even long 
antecedent to our coming to the dewannee, at the 
time when the ryotts had nearly paid their rents, 
according to the putta or agreement, to lay on fur- 
tijer alTenmencs there> called bharre and gundar, 
which are words peculiar to that, province, and 
have the fame meaning at Mhaioot in Bengal) 
fcither from real or pretended deficiencies : that ar- 
bitrary fines, under the name of Aboal Foudigarg, 
were an intolerable vexation to ail orders of people, 
and one fource of the appearance of poverty, which 
all men dn the didrldts are defirous of putting on, 
and confequently a' great check to tndiidry, by 
preventing thofe who had money froiU employing 
It with freedom ; that thefc fines were farmed as 
part of the jumna or rent-roll of each purgunnah, 
and thofe of the town of Porra to the cutvvall. The 
‘farmer who was benefited by the fine, was himfelf 
the judge of the delinquent,* and of the degree of 
the penalty to be infli^ed, which was levied, not 
according to the nature of the crime, but of the 
tircumftances of the accufed. That theft and mur- 
VoL. Ill, 3Y dec 
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tljal countns but they have little known how It has 
been colle^ed ; you will be furprized to hear, 
that by the eftablllhed mode of colledlions purfued 
ibr thefe three or foorjears paft ; the foutta or 
agreement, is never preferved between the col- 
Icftor and the tenant, at the end of the year; 
v/herever the farmer knows that the latter has made 
any gain, he furcly fcires it, notwithftanding the 
agreement being juftly paid ; by thefe means all 
Induflry is checked, and all confidence dc( 3 ro)cd; 
and neither labourer, farmer, colleftor, and fo up- 
ward to the fouzedirs, having any trull in each 
other. It has made the whole a chain of rogues and 
plunderers; nor can any confidence bexeftored but 
.by a long courfe of equitable government.^’ And 
the fupcrvvCo: of Ruu^potc, in \\\\ letter to the 
.faid Richard Hcchcr, Lfq; dated 20th of Au^ufl, 
1770, reprefents, •* That the bundiboR ol the 
province of Uungporc, was rupees 917*250, of 
which only €32,797 were remitted to the city : 
that 1,010,000, was collc€led in the muiTuful ; 
that charges had amounted to rupees 520,000: 
that the zemindars and farmers had been excufcvl 
149,000, onaccountof the drought ; butihatihc 
poor rj Hits, who were people that wouM receive 
cv cry enccurapcmcnt, elpccially in furh hard timer, 
liiJ benefited nothing by the allowance, the wholo 
living been colleftcd from them; and alfo92,ooo 
rupees, which Mahmud Huflein put on, under 
the licsd of mhatoot, and which, 1 e believes, was 
received by the zemindars and creatures of gov cm* 
ment employed in the collc^lions.’" An! Mr. Ro- 
bert ^Vilmot. fuperviforof JeJTarc, in a letter on 
Mutn.adabad cor.fuliations of the 29th October 



ijyb, reprsfcnts, That befides the avowed wi* 
bes tti the aumils in our diftncls, they* had num- 
bcrlefs perquifucs, the amount totally 'Unafcertain-^ 
ably, not confiding of a prefentage on the coi* 
leftions, but chiefly in rulbons eftablilhed, as to 
the articles but not the dims; not to mention what 
was fathered under the denommaiJon offalamies 
and this fupervifor dates the mhatoot of his didrifts 
at rupees i2,igr,S and falamies at rupees 1579. 

And Mr. G. G. ’Ducare)^ the fupervifor of 
Purnea, in a letter on Murfhadabid confultations* 
of the i^ch December 1770, repfefents, “ That 
u has been annually the cudom there, even long 
, antecedent to our coming to the dewannee, at the 
time when the ryotts had nearly paid their rents, 
according to the putta or agreement, to lay on fur- 
ther afTedments there> called bharre and gundar, 
(which are words peculiar to that .province, and 
have the fame meaning at Mhatoot in Bengal) 
either from real or pretended deficiencies : that ar- 
bitrary fines, under the name of Aboal Foudtgarg, 
were an intolerable vexation to all orders ofpeople, 
and one fource of the appearance of poverty, 'which 
ail men dn the didritfts arc defirous of putting on, 
and confequently a' great check to induftry, by 
preventing thofe who had money from employing 
it with freedom ; that thefe fines were farmed as 
part of the jumna or rent-roll of each purgunnah, 
and thofe of the town of t'urra to the cutwali. The 
farmer who vras benefited by the fine, was himfelf 
the judge of the delinquent, and of the degree of 
the penalty to be infli&cd, which was levied, not 
according to the nature of the crime, but of the 
circumllances of the accufed. That theft and mur- 
Vdi.* Hi. 3 y der 
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der were frequjntly compounded for four or five 
rupees, whilft fornication and whchcraft were pu- 
niHied 4 or 50CO : that there was a particular 
fort of people whofe profefiion ^^as the difeovery 
of witchcraft ; thofe acewfations in other countries 
are wholly confined to the old and impotent; here 
they fall gecerallj* on the rich and fubflantial : that 
there were alfo others, particularly women, who 
lived by the difcovery of fornication and adultery ; 
and the flighted evidence v.'asfufncient to warrant a 
fine to the extent of the circumfiances of the accu- 
•fed. That wheri’he gave an abatement to the far- 
mers, it was on condition of their giving up, 
amongd others, this eppreffive part of the juma : 
that there were then pofitive orders to take no fines, 
but fuch as v.'ere approved at the Sunder Adawler^ 
but that an evU long cftablilhtd Is always difficult 
to -eradicate. He now and then heard of fomc in- 
fradtions of this order, by the moffufal zemindars, 
which he never failed to punilh in an exemplary 
manner; and this he hoped would in timeout a 
flop to fo deflrudlive a pradlice.” 

And Mr. George Vanfittart, the fupervifor of 
Dinagepore, in his letter entered on Murfhedabad 
confuliations of the 31ft Pecember 1770, repre- 
fents, “ That embezzlements there the year before, 
amounted to no Icfs than funnut rupees 16 ^, 6(32 ; 
but that as great part of it had been diffipated 
amongfl upwards of fifty thafildars, and their un- 
derlings, it was of courie irrecoverabi}’ loft : that 
the amount colleflcd was funnut rupees, 2, 1 57,3 1 8. 

The committee find, that the exa^ion of exor- 
bitant inicreft for money lent to the zemindars and 

others. 
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others, has been another caufe of diminution of the 
revenues of the company in Bengal. 

The committee find, by a letter ofM. R. Cawn, 
entered on fekdt confiiUations, the 5th of Oiffcober 
1765, that the faid M it. Catvn complains of 
the Jo/s whJcJi the m'enues fu/lalns^by rhe depen- 
dents of the faftories lending money to me zen^m- 
dars and talookdars, and by their proteiSring them 
on that account from the power of the aum'ls 5 he' 
therein applies to the prefident to write to the gen- 
tlemen of the fiQiories therein mentioned, that 
none of the dependants ot the faid f.iftorics do 
lend money to the zemindars, fife, without the 
lvno^\lcdge of the aumils. 

The committee find, that the Telect committee 
of Bengal as appears by their minuteof zglhof 
October of the (ame year, then ifTiied politive 
orders to the chief of Uibordinates, and com- 
manding officers of brigades prohibicipg them, 
and others affing under them in inferior ftacions, 
from lending money to the zem.ndars, or other 
fervants of government, 6n the fecurity of lands, 
by leafc or mortgage ; and the faid feledt com- 
mittee, by their minute of the 31 ft of Odtober 1766, . 
having received adv'ice that this order had been 
tranfgrefled to the great detriment of the coUefti- 
ons ; re/blved to enforce the faid order, and direct- 
ed that no money fhoufd in future fas lent, except 
upon refpondentia, 00 any pretence whatfoever, at 
higher intereft than twelve per cent, per annum ; 
and all the fums of money omflanding at an higher 
premium, fiiould be recalled on the iitb day of 
,AprU following. 
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The committee find, chat Mr. Reid In his leti 
ter to the chief and council of revenue at 
Murfhadabad, dated the 20th of December, 1770, 
reprefents, ** That the exorbitant intereft paid 
for money taken up for payment of revenues, fell 
very heavy on the zemindars, and often in the end 
on government, and was art evil called aloud for 
reraa:ly ; that the avowed intereft of thirty*feven and 
one half per cent, at that place, was ftill raifed in 
the articles of batta and rufum on bonds ; but in 
feme of the dlftri^ts it was carried to fo enormous a 
height as to be fcarce creditable ; that no produce 
of the lands could bear fo great a charge, and in 
the end zemindars muft be ruined, and rendered 
unable to pay his revenue; that it had indeed been 
the praftice to pay money, fo taken up, out of 
the enfuing revenue, fo that in effeft the govern- 
ment pays the Intereft, and It would be more for 
its advantage even to delay the collections a 
month, then to receive them with fo heavy, a 
future charge.” \ 

And Mr. Middleton, in his letter from Decca, 
dated 18th of May, 1771, reprefents, That 
* the country had greatly depopulated by the op- 
prefilve praftlcts of the officers, to enable them 
Co fulfil their engagements with merchants, of 
whom they borrow money, for payment of the 
revenue; which, he adds, is doncctamoft ex- 
orbitant and unheard of premium, and that every 
incon\enience rcfulting from this pernicious cuf- 
tom, ultimately entered with the ryotts, who un- 
unable to anfwer ilic unlimited demands which the 
pincers of gesvernment were continually making 
wpon them, were driven to the ncccffity of defert- 
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^ng the country, by which means a confiderable 
quaniity of land lays wadeand uncliltivatcd.” 

The commictee find, that the taking of leafes 
of lands by the fervants of the company, and 
fometimes in cafes where they were them.lervcs in- 
truded with the management of the faid m’ciu.es, 
and with the letting of the fa d leafes, has been 
another caufe of the diminution of the revenues 
of the company of Bengal. • * . ‘ 

It appears to your commerce, by a minute of 
general confulcatio ns of Fore William, the giit df 
July, 1759, that wh»*n the governor and tom- 
mittee let the land of Calcutta Purgunnahs for 
three years, by public auflion, fomc of the (ojo- 
pany’s fervants took and leafed a part of the lands 
of the faid Purgunnahs. 

The committee find, by a letter of the court of 
directors, of the 23d of March, 1759, tiuttheiaid 
court then prohibited their covenant fervants Irorti 
holding any lands, towns or villages, direflly or 
indircdlly, within or without the company’s jurif- 
(diftion, adding, “ That their reafons for this re- 
ilraintwerc fo obvious, that an explanation was 
unneceffary but it appears, that this letter did 
not arrive in Bengal, till after the leafing the 
lands of the Calcutta Purgunnahs in manner 
tefore- mentioned. 

The comhvittce find, that the court of directors 
by a letter of 13th ot March, tySi, revoked the 
before mentioned rcftrifiion, and informeu the 
governor and council, that if they acre pcrfeaiy 
Satisfied that no inconveniences could arife trom 
(ijc company’s fervants farming any part of the 
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-hcv.'l)’’ acquired lands, they niould .nor obie£l to 
it i but that the governor and council muil alTign 
their reafuns to the court of directors for th^ir 
obfervalion. 

And it appears to the committee, that farms 
■were afterwards held by the company’s fervants, 
“both in Calcutta Purgunnahs, and in the diftrifls 
'ceded by ColTim Aly Khv/an. 

The committee find, in a letter cf Mr. Verciff, 
flipervi^rof Burdw^n, on the i3ih of 5 cptember 
1765, that the faid fupervifor reprefents, That 
nfter the heavy loflts and real detriment the firft 
outcry had proved of, to the whole province of 
.Burdwan, he was greatly furpriacd to find, on 
.his arrival, that they had been again expofed to 
public file, however, purchafers had only been 
•found for about twenty two lacks of rupees; fo 
great was the prgudice taken at a former fale, 
and the whole of that very confidcrably under 
the jumma-hundy of 1160, excepting the farms 
lately held by MefTrs Johnftone, Hay, and Blots, 
on which a great .advance was bid *, the refl of the 
provinces, for which there were no biders, be- 
came cofs,’* or fell into the hands of government. 

The committee find, in a letter of the court of 
directors, of the 17th of May 1766, that the faid 
court of directors, in anfwer to the before-men- 
tioned paragraph of Mr, Vcrclll’s exprefled them- 
felves in the following manner : \Ve have on a 

former cccafion, in our letter of the 13th' of 
INlarch 1761, ' pcrroiited our fervants to bid 
at the public lale of the Calcutta .lands, but 
'■we could not conceive ‘fqch an indulgence could 
ever be conftructi to edmit fervants employed in 

the 




the collection of the revenues of a province rd 
frlect out the mofl: profiiable lands for themfclvcs ; 
for fuch is the light m whiett this tranfaction ap- 
pears to us, and it is one more ftriking proof of 
the general corruption with which all ranks v/ere 
tainted and of the jll ufe that has been made of 
every indulgence: we direct a ftrlcl ferunny into 
this affair, and if it proves ‘frue, that you will 
make a proper example of the offenders, by diC- 
mifiing them our fcrvice. This tranfaction con- 
vinces us of the neceffity of fhutting the door to 
abufes, and w’e thereupon polltively order, chat 
no covenanted fervanc, or Englilhman refidmg 
under our protection fhould be fuffered to hold 
any lands for his own account, directly or in- 
directly, m his own name, or that of others, or 
CO be concerned in any farms or revenues whatfo- 
e\er ” 

The committee find in the before mentioned 
letter of "M. R. Khawn, entered on feleft conful- 
tations, 5th of Oftober, 1765, that the faid M. 
R.lChatsn, therein applied to the prefident to write 
to the gentlemen of certain factories thercin-fnen- 
tioned, that none of the dependants of the faid 
fadtorics Ihould hold any farms, or interfere in 
the affairs of the country. 

The committee find, by the before-mentioned 
mirlute of feledt committee, of the 5tli of Odlober, 
1765, that in confequence of the before-mention- 
ed teprefentation of M. R.Khawn, the fclcdt com- 
mittee prohibited the fervants of the company 
from holding hhds. 
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^he committed don*t find in the corrcfp0n£^erice’ 
of the company, any evidence to fliew, that thd 
fervants of the company in Bengal, hold lands at 
prefent in their own names, but they have met 
with circumftances which afford ground to lufpcdt 
that the company’s fervants fometimes fharc with 
rheir banyans In the profits of lands rented by 
jthem, and in one inftance, -which they will men- 
tion hereafter, they find that this praftice is di- 
rcftly afferted by the banyan, who held the lands, 
and tofitew to the houfe in what manner many of 
the abufes before-mentioned fiill cxift in Bengal, 
to the dtnunution of the company’s rev'enues, and 
oppreflion of the country j a copy of the confulta- 
tions of the council of revenue at Murfiiadabad,' 
from the fccond of September 1771, to the 23d 
of March 1772, refpe^tlng the conduft of one of 
his majeft) ’s Britifh fubjedts employed in the com- 
pany’s fervice in Bengal, was produced to )our 
committee : it contains the complaint of the fuper* 
■vlfor of the diflridl Rungpoorc, againft the faid 
fubjedl for imprifoning zemindars and their naibs. 
It contains the proceedings of the faid council of 
revenue, under the direftion of the governor and 
council of Fort William, to bring the faid fub- 
jedrto a trial before a court martial, for difobedi- 
ence of orders for w'hich your committee find he 
was acquitted by the faid court-martial. It con- 
tains the feveral auzes or petitions of the zemin- 
xdars, farmers and natives of Rungpoore, accufing 
the faid fubjeifts of extortion and oppreflion, iri 
various inftances, the detriment of the revenue ; 
it contains the inquiries made by the faid council 
of revenue, under^the direction of the governor 
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Qbd council at Calcutta, into the com])laibM cxhi* 
bitecl by the zemindars, farmers, and natives, 
againft thefald fubjedts and the dcpofitions of th<i 
natives who arc examined on oath, and frequently 
in the prclencc of the accu/cd, in fupport of theie 
charges. 

The feveral allegations contained irt the faid 
auzes or petitions, or in the fild dcpofitions, are, 
that the perfon fo accufed, having agreed to 'ac- 
cept of five per cent, intcreft per menfem, for 
money lent by him to the parties before-mention- 
ed, he afterwards ratiwl the fame to fourteen per 
cent, per menfem, and enforced the payment 
thereof by afts of crueby and oppreflion; that a 
nihatoot of fc\enty-fi\*c thoufand rupees was efta- 
blifited in the diftn<ft of Rungpore, by the inter- 
vention of his banyan, called* Conge liahara 
Holdar, and part of it collefted in his mailer’s 
name, and received by him, of uhich mhatooc 
was openly paid into the public cutchcrlc, and 
entered in the ofilcers bonks, that the perfon fo 
accufed lhared In the profits of farms held by his 
banyan, that the perfon fo »ccof«.d appointed his 
fervants and dependants to ict in a ]uduial court 
of Fouzdary, that Chiton Sirdir, who was in the 
fervice of the accufed, mule frequent eveurfions 
into the province, attended bv feapo>s, in which 
escurfions they feized and bound the r3‘otts, and, 
by falfefly accufing them of theft, adulter;, rob- 
bery and other crimes, extorted from them great 
fums of money, and vaft quantities of other valua- 
ble effedts ; that whole villages had been plun- 
dered by them, and that in particular the fubftan- 
tial ryotts were there cuftomary prey, and that to 

VoL, III. 3 Z poITefs 
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ponefs ten plowgh, was a crime, or reafon fuffi. 
cienc for being lo plundered. — And laltly, the 
proceeding above-mentioned contained an inquiry 
into the conduct of the before-mentioned fuper- 
vifors of Rungpore, and other periens therein 
mentioned, in confcquencc of a charge brought 
againft them for improper condudt in leafing the 
lands of the Rungpore. 

The committee think proper to obferve, that 
the proceedings of the council of revenue, in 
the cafe above-mentioned, were not finiflied when 
the laft Ihips were difpatched from Bengal : the 
party accufed had not then made his defence, 
and thefe proceedings were not in the nature of a 
trial, the council of the revenue, at Murfliadabad, 
betoTc whon^ they were had*, having no power for 
'that purpofe, but of an inquiry to invcftigate the 
fafts fo alledged. 

The committee have not annexed to this report, 
the proceedings of the council of revenue, in 
the cafe above-mentioned, nor any papers relative 
thereto, svbich aJ'e numerous and Jong, thinking 
that they may more properly be brought before 
the houfc feperatcly, if, upon the before-mentioned 
reprefentatton of the cafe to which they rehire, 
the houfe fiiidl think it proper to order any further 
proceedings thereupon. 

And, laftly, The comroittce enquired, whether 
there was any evidence in the books or correfpon- 
dence of the company, to (hew that any other of 
his Majefty’s Britifli fubjcAs had committed the 
like ofieqccs 5 and, Mr. Wilkes, informed the 
committee, that he bad not found, in the books 
and correlpondcncc of the company, evidence 
. ' fufficienc 
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fufncient to charge any other Britilh fubjcft v.UK 
the like offences. 

And the committee think proper here to ob- 
fCrve, that in this, and their former reports, they 
have not dated any fafts, but fuchas they found 
in the books or corrcfpondence of the company, 
^7hich they carefully examined for that piirpofe, 
or fuch as appeared to them to be proved by ocher 
evidence laid before them ; but, in cafes where 
it was neceffary for them to be proved, that any 
particular fait or information was not to be found 
in the books or correfpondcnce of the company, 
they have been fQrc6d to rely on the evidence of 
the fworn fervants of the company ; who, in their 
refpe< 5 tive departments, mUft be prefumed to 
know all that is contained therein ; for it was im- 
poflible for the committee to perufe all the books 
and correfpondcnce to be found at the India 
Houfe, that any ways relate lo the concerns ot 
of the company, during the many years to which 
their inquiry extends,* 

The company’s revenues arifing from the differ- 
ent provinces, and purgunnahs of Subah Bahar, 
from Septcmber'1766, toAuguft 1767, amounted 
6,186,276 ficca rupees. 

The court of dtreftors in a general letter to the 
prefident and council at Fori William, exprefs thus 
thtlr diffatisfaflion ; 

When we advert to the encomiums you have 
paffed on your own abilities and prudence, and on 
your attention to the' company’s intereft, (In the 
expofiularions you have thought proper to make on 
our appointment of commiflioners to fupsrintend 
our general affairs in India) we cannot but obfervi 

■with 
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with aftonilhment, that an event of fo much im- 
portance, as the death of the nabob Se^f al Dow- 
Jah, and the eftablifiiment of a fucceiTor in fo great 
adegree of non-age, fhould not have bt.en attended 
with theie advantages for the compan), fuch 
circumflanccs oflered to our view. 

We mean not here to difapprove the preferving 
the fucctflion in the family of Meet Jaffier; on the 
contrary, both luftice and policy recommend a 
meafure whichat once correfponds with the cuftoms 
and mclinations of the people of Bengal ; but « hen 
we confsdtr the Bate of minority of 'the new Sobah, 
we know not in what grounds if could have been 
thought neceflar^ to continue to him, the ftipcn^ 
allotted to his adult predecefibrs. 

Convinced asueare, that an allowance of fix- 
teen lacks per annum, will befufBcicnt for thefop- 
port of the nabob’s fiatc and rank, while a minor j 
we muft confider every addition thereto as fo much 
to be wafted on a herd of parfafnes and f)Cophants, 
who will continually furround him ; or al leall be 
hoarded up, a confequcnce ftiil more pernicious to 
the company. You arc therefore, during the non- 
age of the nabob, to reduce his annual ftipend to 
fixteen lacks of rupees; and this wc have the 
greater reafon^to require, as we find ourfclves fub- 
jeGed to the payment of large Turns, due from the 
Tevenues of ‘the deuannee, before the company 
became poflefled thereof, on account of the navy 
donation, and the arreirs of that lo the army ; the 
balance due for reftitution to Europeans , colonel 
JVJunro’s demand of two lacks , the debt due to 
Bolokidafs ; and the annuaKlum of one lack for 
ten ^ears, which we have agreed (o pay to Juggut 
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Seat ; airwhich prefs oa us with fuch united forceV* 
that our treafury ^vill be unable to fatisfy ihofe fe- 
veral demands wuhout wounding our commercial 
interefl:, and 'endangering our podeilions in Be'n- 
gal. Being once relieved from this load of in- 
cumbrances, the favmgs \ic may expeft from this 
rcdudlion, will properly become a tund for mjltta- - 
ry exigencies i' which fund being folely applicable 
to the defence of the provinces, will contribute no 
lefs to the nabob’s future benefit than to chat of the 
company! < ^ ^ 

At a time when every juftifiable meafure fhould 
be adopted for availing ‘the public and the comfiany 
of all the advantage we had in piofped: from our 
pofitffion of the dewannee t'we cannot but rcRtft on 
the difiipation of a confiderable part thereof, by 
the allowances to the nabob’s minifiers. 

And here we muft obferve, that how^ p-rcat foe- 
ver the apphcdtlon of Mahomed Reza Kawn, and 
his adherence to the company’s intereft may have 
bffen, Uis rewards have been more* than adequate 
thereto : and as the bufinefs of the collcftions of 
ourrevenues, wlien they Iball have been thorough- 
ly invefiigated by the fopervifors appointed foKthat 
purpofe, will require little or no afiifiance from 
that mlniftcr, we mttfi deem’the continuince of his 
.prefent fahry, a« a waJle of thofe rclources which 
arc become fo efieniially necefiary both for the Ic” 
curity of our poficffioi^s, and the extenlion ot your 
inveftmenis, it is therefore our pleafurc, that the 
annual allowance of nt^'c lacks., which he ha? hi- 
therto enjoyed, be qo longer continued to him ; 
but as the mlniftry of the naoob u ill make it requi-, 
fit? for you to appoint us his guardian, a pexfon of 
" ~ expe- 



t 550 3 

cxprricnce In the affairs of government, and'bf ap* 
proved attachment to the company’s intereff, your 
choice muff reff on Mahomed Kcza Kawn ; and you 
are to allow him whilfl in that ftation, a falary of 
five lacks of rupees per annum, which we confider 
not only as fuliable to fuch ftation, but as a muni- 
ficent reward far the fcrvices he may render the 
company in the execution of his office. 

The annual allowance to Juggut Sear, as af- 
fiftant to Mahomed Reaa Kavtn, has been a drain 
on our revenues, without the leaft benefit from 
his adminiftratlon ; for we are well afiured, that 
he has never afforded us a iingle inflance of fer- 
vice ; his allowance therefore muff be immediately 
ftruck off. , But with regard to Roy Dnoliib, 
though we cannot, expert from him any fervices 
equal to his prefent appointment, yet in confidera- 
tion of the part he has long held in the affairs of 
government and his advanced age, we are difpoferl 
to continue the falary he now enjoys, but on Ins 
death, this allowance is not to be given to any per- 
fon whatever,” 

At a felc£t committee, prefent, lord Clive, pre- 
fident, Harry Verelft, Efq; brigadier general Car- 
nac, Francis Sykes, Efq; December 31, 1766. 
Mahomed Rpza Kawn reprefenting to 'Us the 
great expence which he neceflarily incurs in fup- 
poning the dignity and inffuence of his ffatlon ; an 
expence which he has hitherto defrayed by receiv- 
ing thefe perquifites and emoluments ufually an- 
nexed to b“is office j and defiring that we will now 
affign to him a ftated falary ,and provifion, which 
he thinks will prove more honourable to himfelf, 
and advantageous to the revenue. 


And' 
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- 'And the committee taking into ferious oonfidc- 
ration the great importance of Mahomed Rexa 
Kawn’s particular Ration, which is that of nalb 
devvan and prime minifter ; the extraordinary zeal 
and ability he has llicwn in the difeharge of his 
office ; the expediency of maintaining him in the 
full influence due to his rank, and the benefit to 
the revenue that will accrue from cutting off all 
fecret advantages and pcrquifitc«, which fo evident- 
ly open a door to manifold adts of fraud and op- 
preffion. 

Refolved, That in lieu of all the perquifites and 
emolurdents hitherto received by Mahomed Reza 
Kawn- and the other minifters, agreeable to the 
cuftom of the country, there fiiall in future be af- 
ligned for their maintenance and fupport, an an- 
nual falary of twelve lacks of rupees j the fame to 
bededufted from the monthly colledtions, and di- 
vided between Mahommed RezaKaun, Roy Dool- 
lub and Setabray, in fuch manner and in fuch pro- 
portions, as (hail be fettl-d by the prefident, and 
the payment to commence on the laft day of Janu- 
ary next. 

Stoppages were madcafterv/ards out of ftipends, 
on account of the faminci it appearing ro the 
committee highjy neceffary and reafonable that the 
tribute Ripends and all cxcraordinary ifiucs v/hac- 
cver, fliould give place to the more urgent calls of 
government. * ' , 

Refolved, that Mr. lecher be direfted to 
with-hold at leaft thirty lacks from rhe tribute, 
and other allowances, fo that the receipts and dif-’ 
burfements may have fome proportion to each 
other 5 that he be informed, v/iih the affiRance of 
^ this 
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this referved fum, he will continue to pay the 
brigades at Baramporc, m garrifon at Mbngbeer, 
and all other charges of U\s department, and that 
the civil and military charges of the prefidency) 
are the utmoft which can be defrayed from the 
treafury of Cakutta 

In confcquence of thjs rclolve, the following 
letter was wrote to Mr Becher, refident at the 
Durbar 

"With concern, \>e obferve, the great and 
alarming difproportion of your receipts to your 
dilburfemcnts , and at the lame time we lament 
thecalamities which haie attended this country. 
We have no confolation, or refoorce, but ir the 
hopes of better and more favourable feafons , tn 
the mean while, we muft ftruggle with our necefli- 
ties, and endeavour by nil polbble retrenchments 
and ftoppages to reduce our dilburfements wilhm 
the narrowcB hnuts 

In conjunflurcs hke this, neceffiiy compels us 
to make the convenitncies of dependants, and even 
the letter ot engagements fobfervient to the exigen 
ciesof flatCt 1 he romiftcr w ho enjojs fuch great 
appointmen'^s, ou’ht more particuKrly to give way 
to the times , and it would be a ridiculous and un- 
precedented maxim to regard any tribute, or fti- 
pend, before thefuppori of our own government. 
The exadt fum which fliould be with held from each 
article, we w oul i not prccifely determine , butwe 
expedt that you will at Icaft, keep back thirty 
lacks, that fum being no mQte than common pru- 
dence dictates we fhould retain in our hands, to 
bring our funds and expenecs on fome equality, 

and 
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&nd the niore efpecialljr fince the expenccs arc cer- 
tain, and the funds precarious. 

In confequencie of thefe orders, which 
Bccher communicated to Mahomed Reza Khawn, 
the ftipends and allowances were kept at leaft 
thirty lacks in arrears. ^ 

Lord Chve acquainted the committee, that the 
two Seats, Tons of thofe who were cut off by Cofiim 
Ally Khawn, and fell a facnficc to theEnghfh 
company, had laid a claim amounting to between 
fifty and fixty lacks of rupees, thirty lacks of 
which had been lent to the zemindars j they did 
not think the government anfwcrable for, but 
that their claim of twenty one lacks, which were 
lent to the Kabob Meet Jaffier, for the fupporc " 
of his and the Englifb army, was in their opinion 
juft and rcafonable: however, as itwould beincon- 
fiftent with equity, now that the revenues of the 
country are appropriated to the company, to pro- 
pofe that the Nabob fhould pay the whole, they 
have* thought proper to agree, that the faid fum be 
difcharged by the company and the Nabob, in 
equal payments, within the fpace of ten years, viz, 
one lack of rupees per annum each, for the firft 
nine years, and one lack and a half each, for the 
tenth, orlaft year. 

The board entirely concurred In fentimentsr 
with Lord Clive, refpefting the juftnefs of the 
Scat’s claim to twenty-one lacks of rupees, lent to 
the late Nabob Mccr Jaffier, for the fupporc of 
his and the Enghfh army j and think, that the. 
means they have ^ropofed for the payment of ic 
in equal proportions, by the company and the 
Nabob, at certain ftated periods, arc very fair 

You III 4 A and 
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.nnd equitable. *Wiib refpea to the thirty lad's 
of rupees lent to the zemindars, we are 'o/ 
opinion, they can only beconfiderecl in the light of 
n private loan, and theicfore the government, or 
company arc by no means anfv.erable for the fame. 
An agreement was made, jointly tvilh the Nabobs 
todifcharge the debt due from the government to 
the Seal’s t that family hating fuftcred fo much iii 
the company’s caufe, arc peculiarly entitled to our 
protection. The Nabob paid to Jugget Seat 
1,050,000 current rupees, and the company paid 
the fame fum, which together made 2,100,000 
rupees. '' 

And the balance due was 1,038, 624— 4 rupees^ 
The prefident and courfcil*of Calcutta received* 
letter from commodore Tinker, cnclofing tlie tran- 
. Nation of a letter from the nabob, with a grant of 
Z2 ^ lacks of rupees, which he had granted to the 
fquadron, in confideraiion of their fcrvices, and 
requefting their afllflance for procuring the pay- 
ment thereof agreeable to the terms, 

Tranflation of the letter from the Nabob to Mr* 

, Tinker, dated 8tbOftobcr 1754, ^ 

“ Whereas you arrived here in occafional time^ 
and afforded me yoitr aflillance, I. have, herewith 
fent you inclofed a paper for 12,500,000 rupees, 
which will be paid you according to agrecment.r 
Whatever is right you will take for yourfelf, and 
the reft you will divide In a proper manner among 
the fquadron.” 

A true copy of the tranflation. 

Bladen Tinker, 
Jhc 
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' The prefidcnt and council acquainted the com- 
luodoie, that they were glad the nabob had thought 
proper to confider the ferviccsof thefquadron ; and 
fo far as it might appear to them in his power, con- 
fident with the performance of the engagements of 
his treaty, that Mr. Tinker may depend on their 
affiftance for procuring the punftual payment of ‘ 
the grant he has paffed farther repeating their ac- 
knowledgements to him for the readinefs he tedi- 
fted, in co-operating with them for the company’s 
‘ fen-iee, fmee he came to Bengal ; and requeuing 
he 1’ ill communicate our thanks alfo, (o all the ofS- 
cers and men of the fquadron. 

From an extraift of the company’s general 
letter, dated April 26, 1765, to Bengal, it feems 
it was currently reported that an agreement 
had been made between the late governor 
and council of Fort William, fince the treaty con- 
cluded with him on the loth of July 1763, 
by which it was ftlpulated, that the , nabob fhould 
pay, over and above the thirty lacks for the com- 
pany mentioned in that treaty, 40 lacks by way 
, of mditution, to make good the lofles of private 
'perfons; bcCdes as lacks to the army, and ta 
lacks to the navy, 'not named in that treaty, mak- 
ing together the enormous fumof 107 lacks of ru- 
pees, which is above one million three hundred 

thoufand pounds fterling. ‘ 

- It is a very extraordinary clrcumdance, that 
iherc rvas no mention made in any of the letters 
from the governor and council, of w hat fum was to 
.^e given by the nabob to make good the private 
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lofles j although they mentioned they had regula- 
ted the payment of thereftittiiion to the merchants,*, 
which implied they bring in poffeffion of a fund 
for that purpofe. If the reports as to the fum fti- 
puhted to be given for this ufe*, and alfo by way of 
donation to the army and navy were true, they 
purpofely omitted to acquaint the dlrcflors of the 
particular amount, from an apprehenfion that they 
could never approve of an agreement with the na- 
bob of this confequence, aod?nr fuchexcefEve large 
futns of money, without advifing them thereof, 
and gUing %’ery good reafons for a proceeding, 
which fo nearly a^efted the honour and intereft of 
the company. Indeed, coafidering the prefenc 
ftate of the country, involved for jears paft, m con- 
tinual war«, and drained of its riches and the hlood 
of It's mhabicants, It was impoflible to fuppofe the 
company’s fervants capable of adding fo greatly to 
its mifeties, by compelling, or even perfuadlng the 
Tiabob 10 pay fuch exorbitant fums ot monev, and 
at a time, when by all accounts he was himfelf in 
diflrcls. 

’ We do expefV and require from you,* faid the \ 
dircdiors in the fame letter, a particular account 
-of every fum received from the Nabob by way of 
donation, or under any other denomination, by 
any and each of our ferv^ts civil and mili- 
tary, whether by agreement in writing, or other- 
wife *, in what manner it was obtained, and for 
what ferviccs, and that you immediately trans- 
mit to us copies of all fuch agreements, and the 
particular account of Icflcs given in by each in- 
dividual, together with what proportion has been 
afrcaify paraj atrd ww potferve/y any i^r- 

iher payment till you receive our farther orders. 

We 
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Wc’do require from you, and we havea right' 
fo to do, a juft and prccifc account of this whole 
exiraoruinary iranfaftton; the honours and reputa- 
tion of the company, and even of the nation arc ac 
ftakej and when thofe particulars, if true, come to be 
lino^n, they require the folieft and mofl: explicit' 
explanation and juftification. We can only exprefs 
our aftoniftimcnt that fuch things have been, as 
we cannot fuggeft to ourfclves upon what prin- 
ciples the prefent Nabob could be expefted, per- 
fuaded, or required, to make good the lofles fuf- 
tained by individuals in carrying on, to their great 
imputation, and the prejudice of the company 
they ferved, a moft illicit and unwarrantable, al- 
though to them a moft lucrative trade, in the 
articles of fair, beetle nut, and tobacco ; and 
we are as much at a lofs to comprehend, how the 
fer^’Ices rendered to the new nabob, could deferve 
fo exorbitant a confideration, to be given to thofe 
who were only doing their duty in the fervice of 
their king and country, and of this company.** 

And in a fcperace letter, dared 74ch December 
17^5* “We exprefs/’ fiud.ihey, “ our aftonifli- 
tnent at the report then current, that 40 lacks had 
been demanded for private reftitution, and ordered 
you to detain whatever was paid on that account4 
We fee but too much reafon to confirm that order ; 
for It appears fo us, a moft f agrant abufe of our 
power, to the opprefiion of the nabob and his 
country. ' 

' Although it was thought fit to confirm the treaty 
-jnade'Avjif) Jaffier Ally Kawn in j 757, becauJe the 
capture oft he fettlementhad involved the inhabitants 
lb one general ruin | and without fuch reftitution. 
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it mufl have funli under ths calamii}’, or jt would 
''have been the'work of many years to rtfiore it to 
^ 6ounlhing condition ; no fuch circumftances ez» 
ifled in the prcfent Oalc, yourfelvcs aggrefTors in 
ihe war, and in a great meafiire brought on by an 
illicit trade. Our ciilpleafute at this proceeding is 
infinitely aggravated by the time and rranner in 
vhich the demand was made. Your hrft demand 
was for 20 lacks, for which }ou were content to 
demand an aflignment : you foon after cnertafed 
the demand to 40 lacks, tow'hich the nabob was 
compelled to confent, on condition it ftould Hop 
there : you then increafed the demand to 53 lacks; 
to which exorbitant fom it is raifed, by flinging 
in your outflandmg debts, forcing the na'bob to 
make part payment, and ptclTing him with the ut- 
moft fevcrity for.forther payment, at the very pe- 
riod when the company's aflairs were in the moft 
critical (Icuation, before the battle of Buzar decided 
'vhethcf we flould not be extirpated the country; 
and at the fame lifnc, were diflrefled for money to 
carry on the war, and ths inveffment borrov;ing 
the very money paid by the nabob to cur Servants 
pt an jnterefl of eight per cent. You were in ac- 
tual pofleflion of claims for reflitution, to the a? 
ynuunt of 4.7 ^ lacks of rupees. We cannot there- 
fore but be sftonilhed, that you did not fend us 
copies thereof ; and by your not doing it, it feems 
as if it w'as induflrionflv intended to keep us in the 
dark, both with rtfpeit to the names of the claim- 
ants, and the particulars of their refpedtive de- 
mands. It feems the donation to the army was 25 
Jacks, and that of the navy i2| lacks. When we 

fonA- 
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tonfider the clfcumftances of the nabob arid the 
comp'iny at the period the demand was made for 
the army, we cannot but conlidcr this then an a< 3 udf 
the moH violent oppreffion. The exatnple of the 
50 lacks given by Mesr Jaffier on the revolution in 
his favour in 1757, will by no means judify this; 
we were then at open war with the nabob' of the 
Country ; if we were viftorious, the army might 
pretend to the plunder of the capital, which would 
have defeated the end; the^ treafury was fuppofed 
to be very rich, and the nabob m*condiiion to af- 
ford it. In the prefent cafe no fuch circumftande 
exided 5 you was but to reftore the fame men yoli 
had before depofed, and jou could expedk only an 
empty treafuryj a country involved in war, and the 
company flruggling under every difHculcy i we 
don’t mean to take from the merit of the army, 
but no fervice in the world was equal to ours by the 
great advantages that attended aftual fervice from 
the batta and other indulgencics allowed them. 

There was no jud yretenfionto any fuch de- 
tnand, and the experience you had of the fatal 
effects of the donation given on the former occa- 
lion, which deftroyed more than half the army by 
the excefles it led themio, and the reminhefs of 
difciplme v/hich enfued, Ihould have warned you 
of' the danger of fuch gratifications ; but yec 
flagrant as the conduCl of thofe who demanded 
or countenanced this mcafurc appears to us, every 
circumftance isheighttned in the demand of 125 
lacks for the navy, whole (hips did no fervice bat 
that of laving tiy the wall^. and of their men on[v 
a fniall detachment did doty with the artillery.' 

There 



C 3 

There js foch a want of humanity in the d’f* 
trcfics thus wantonly heaped on the Nabob, that 
your condufb will be forevera flain on the na- 
tion, and is enough to raife enmities to us in every 
part of Indodan. Your copies fent home are un- 
faithful regiders of all thofc tranfadllons ; we di- 
'reft you to fend us fuch a full and explicit account 
of every particular, that we may not be at a leGf 
to form a true judgment of, and take the proper 
meafures upon fo injurious a proceeding.*’ 

Sir Samuel .Cornidi, and commodore Tinker, 
claimed from the nabob of Bengal twelve lack, and 
a half of rupees, or about 150,000!. dcriing, in 
behalf of his majefty's royal navy officers and fea- 
men, which his fetlier, the late nabob Mecr Jaf- 
fier, promifed them by a written grant given un- 
der his hand, as a prefent for the affidance they 
pave him againd MeerCollim and Sv^ah Dowlih, 
in conjunftion with the army, whfeh has been 
fince confirmed by his fon and fucceflbr, to the fu- 
bahdiip. ryleetjifficr dying before the 'payment 
of any part of the faid grant became due, thefe 
gentlemen applied to a general court of proprie- 
tors for their affidance in recovering the money. 
As the prefent nabob had then a ftipulated allow- 
ance out of the company*s dewannee, and was con- 
fequently rendered incapable to difeharge his fa- 
ther’sengagements, they could not compel him ro 
fulfil them. Whereupon Henry Vanfittart, elq. 
having explained the ctrcumdances of that iranl- 
aftion, during his prefidency in Bengal, it was re- 
folved unanimoufly, That it be recommended 
to the court of directors, to caufe fo much of the 
donation to the navy as can be recovered^ to be 



£ 5^3 1 

paid out of the arrears of the revenues due td tha 
nabob of Bengal ; and for fo much as they (hall ' 
fall fliorc of the amount 'of the faid donation, tha 
fame be paid out of the company’s dewannees, at 
fuch reafonablc times as fhall be mofl: convenient 
to their affairs.” 

Whereupon Sir Samuel Cornifli and captain Tin** 
Iter,, on behalf of the claimants, exprefied their 
grateful fenriments of the court’s generous dilj^o- 
lition towards them. 

Mr. Sykes was direfted to enquire ftridtly into 
the balances due to government, and to ufc every 
poffible endeavour to recover them, as the com- 
pany enferMfrted the mo/^ ffacrerrng hopes, that 
from thefe arrears will arife a fund fufficient to dif- 
charge all the public demands on the late nabob) 
for which their honour Aoodan^ way engaged. 

The nabob, Mcer JafRer, having agreed to 
make reffituiion to the Englifh merchants, and 
other perfons under the EnghOi protedion, for 
their Ioffes in the war with Coflim Ally htawn, as 
expreffed in the following atficlc, the tenth in the 
treatj', 1763, viz. 

I will reimburfe to all private perfons the 
amount of fuch Ioffes, proved before the governor 
and council, as they may fuftain in their trade in the 
country. If I fliould not be able to difeharge this 
in ready-money, I will give affignments of lands 
for the amount of which fums three-fourths were 
paid by the nabobs, part by Meer Jafiier before 
his death, and pan by hisfucceffors, when the re- 
venues from whence the other payments were to 
arife, fell into the pofleHion of the Eaft-India 
company.” 

VoL. III. ^ 4 B 
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It vv.is therefore refolved, by a general court of 
p opriLtors, That orders (hould be forthwitjj 
f nr ro the governor and ilouncil at Bengal, for the 
immedii e payment out of the revenues of Bengal, 
Baliar, and Orixa, of what remains unpaid of the 
laid rcftitutton money, to the feveraL perfons to 
to whom It is due, according to their claims, as 
admitted and liquidated b) the committee formerly 
appointed by the governor and council for that 
purpofe. It appeared from the proceeding of the 
committee of rellliuiton in Bengal, that the amount 
of the eftabliHied claims on that behalf vas cur- 
rent rupees. 

5>457»®34*ic*io 

That there had been received 

from the nabob thereof • 4,14(3,018 to 9 
And that there had bcert paid 1 
to the leveral claimants the 
fumof - . - . 4,141,215 8 7 

fo that remained in the hands 

of the agents only - - - 48,032 2 z 

It alfo appeared lliat no further fum was recelv'- 
ed from the nabob before his dcsth cowards the 
difcharge of the remaining quarter part of the faid 
c)a ms, amounting to current rupeees 
nor fince his dearh was any part received of the ef- 
fcdls of which he died poflefled. Under thefe 
circumflances (he court unanimoudy rcfolved to 
offer it as theif opinion to the general court, 

“ That the court of directors being adVifed bv 
lb ir counfei, upon a full {late of the cafe, that 
th • claimants have no right, either in law or equity, 
to call upon the company for rcftitution of fuch 

lolLs 
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lofl'es as (hall appear to have been fuftalncd by tlie 
inland trade in iait, beetle nut and tobacco ; and 
that it will be highly improper, and inconliftcnt 
with the' intereft of the company either to order . 
ihb payment of the faid balance from the dewannee 
revenues, or to give any fanftion or authority to 
claim the fame from the prcfent nabob; and they 
therefore recommend it to the general court, that 
as fuch claims are perfifted in, the fame may be 
decided by a decree of the higli fourt pf chancery ; 
and then it will be determined, whether the i;rade 
carried, on by the company's 'fervants, in ,falt, 
beetle-nut and tobacco, is, or is oior, a breach of 
their covenants and illegal. , 

The general court came at lafl to the refolution, 
that the balance unpaid to the claimants of the re- 
Ibtution fund be paid in Bengal, as far as the ftate 
of the company’s treafury would admit. This court, 
at the requeft of the claimants, was held previous to 
the departure of the fupervifors for India, 

By this refolution a diferetionary power was 
vefted In the company to pay this money, wlien 
the Ibie of their treafury would admit ; no money 
was to be paid on this account till further orders. 

'rhe .agents for the navy donation, on the ex- 
piration of the time ftipujated for pa)ment of the 
lecond moiety, applied to the governor .and coun- 
cil of Bengal, for the fame. As their treafury would 
not admit of fo large a dedudion, they were of- 
fered intereft bonds for the amount. The agents 
confented to the acceptance of the bonds, on con- 
dition of having bills granted, when the treafury 
might bo open. 


1 hefe 
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'Thefe bills were drawn at 365 days fight, and 
to bear an intereft of three per cent, per annum, 
after the expiration of the firft po'days. 

Mahomed Reza Kawn made a reprefentation to 
Jord Clivc, relative to his jaghirc; his lordfhip had 
been informed that he had taken out of the pro- 
vince of Bahar for his jaghire ; ,fome rich and opu- 
lent diilrldts, the revenues of which amounted to 
four lacks of rupees a year, 

“ My lord,” faid he, you were pleafed, out 
t-f your favour to me, to confer upon me a jag- 
hire, and I am perfuaded it is not jour intention 
“ that it fliould be an impoverilhed ruined difirift, 
1 diligently exert myfcif night and day in roa* 
** naging-the affairs ofthefircar, and by the blcf- 
“ ling of God and your aufpices, the Hate of difi- 
** order in which they were involved will be re- 
“ moved.” • • . \ 

A jaghire was a grant of fuch a number of 
duam, valued at a ilated fum, and ,in particular 
purgunnahs therein mentioned, given by the king 
to luch perfons who had diftinguifhed themlelves in 
his fervice. Thefe fo endowed formerly kept up 
a number of troops ready to march to his afllllance; 
this cullom has been long ncgleQed,, and jaghircs 
are now bought of the king's miniftcrs. 

The court of directors, who, in confequence of 
lord Clive’s mifreprefenlations, cenfurtd Mr. Van- 
fittart as the promoter' of a revolution prejudicial to 
the company’s intereil, had on account of this very 
event, allowed him two and one half per cent, on 
the neat revenues of the company. 

As the great increafe of our revenues, faid 
ihfj* in a letter dated May i3ih, 1763, arifing 
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out of the provinces, granted us by Coflim Ally 
Kawn, and the vaft: improvements of thofe reve- 
nues are principally owing to the wife, prudent 
and difinterefled conduft of prefidcnc Vanfittarc ; 
v/e thmlc it but reafonable, that he who preferring 
our intereft to all other confiderations, /houlci par- 
ticipate in thofe benefits he has been fo infirumen- 
talin acquiring for us, > 

We therefore direft, that fo long as Mr. Van- - 
fittart ihall continue in the government of Bengal, 
he be allowed the commifllon mentioned before, and 
that the » payments commences with the ceflion of 
the countries, granted by Coflim Aliy Kaun. 

This additional emolument is cxpreAIy to be un- 
derftood as a diftin€t reward dut to the pcrfonal 
merit of prefident Vanfittart, and is abfolu'ely to 
ceafe upon his quieting the government. It is not 
to be claimed, or any ways pretended to, by our 
future governors, whofe fixed emoluments, very 
handfome and extenfive, are confined to our for- 
mer regulations. 

After fuch encomiums and extraordinary re- 
wards bellowed upon Mr. Vanfittart’s meafures,. 
none can account for the direflors inconfiflency, 
when two years after they called Mr. Vanfittart to . 
a ftridl account for the pretended malverfarions of 
his precedency. 

Extrafl of the general letter to the prefident and 
council at Bengal, dated the ilc June, 17^4, 
fent per Lapwing and Kent. 

Having confidered what allowance /hould be 
made to Lord Clive, as prefeden: and governor. 
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we have 'agreed to fettle uppn his Lordfiiip, and 
Jie is' accordingly to be allowed the fum of fix 
thoufand pounds a year, to be paid him monthly, 
to commence upon his arrival in Bengal; which 
together with the one percent, comminion he is 
intitled to as prefident. out of the two and one 
-and a half per cent, coinage duty, are to be in 
full confidcratlon for all his fcrvices, both civil 
-and military ; conrcqucntly his Lordflupas to have 
no allowance whatever by way of commifTion, or 
otherwife out of the revenues, from any of our 
^territorial acquifitions whaifoever ; and our orders 
thereupon, as contained in our letters of the 13th, 
of March, 176J, and the r3th May, are 

from this lime forward, to be null and void. 

AVc do not mean to hinder his Lordibip from 
receiving the ufual commiiTion, arlfing from the 
coral, and other licenfed articles, configned to 
him by private merchants ; this his Lordfiiip is 
to have in the ufual manner. 

For the reafons given in our letter of the eighth 
of February laft, v/e were not induced to fend 
pofitive orders to put a final and cffeftuill end to 
the inland trade in fait, bcctle*nur/ tobacco, and 
in all other articles whaifoever, produced and con- 
fumed in the country. To the remarks tve nude 
in that letter, we muft add one obfervation, 
which is, that it appears very extraordinjry, tint 
in a trade fo extremely lucrative to individuals, 
,the intcreft of the company fliould not have been 
a: all attended to, or confidered.. 

Thofe orders v.ere fcnt, it is true, before wc 
received the new treaty you entered into .with 
Ally Kawn, upon bis rc-cfiab!ifiimcnt in 



the fubahihip, m which it is' agreed, that the 
Unglilh fiiall carry on their trade by means of 
their own duftucks, frec^ from all duties, taxes, 
and 'impofitions, in all parts of the country, ex- 
cept in the article of fait, on which a duty of two 
and one and a half per cent, is to be levied on the . 
rowana, or hughley market price ; wherein it is 
further agreed, .that the late perwanahs iflued by 
Coflim Ally Kawn, granting to all merchants the 
exemption of all duties, for the fpacc of two 
years, fhall be referved and called in, and the 
duties colledled as before. . 

Thefe are terms which appear to be fo very in- 
jurbus to the Nabob, and to the' natives, that 
they cannot, in the very nature of then^ tend to 
any thing but the producing general heart burn- 
ings and diflatlsfaftion, and confequentiy there 
can be little reafon to expeft the tranquility of 
the country can be permanent : the orders there- 
of in our laid letter of the 8th of Febru3ry< are 
to remain in force, until a more equitable and 
fatisfaftory plan can be formed and adopted, 
which as it is impofriblc for us to frame here, deU 
titute as we are of the information and lights ne- 
ceflary to guide us in fuch an important affair* 

You are, therefore, hereby ordered and directed, 
as foon after the receipt of this as may be con- 
venient, to confulc the Nabob as to the manner 
of carrying on the inland trade, in fair, betde-nuc, 
tobacco, and other articles produced and con- 
fumed in the country, which may be mofl: to his 
faiisfaftion . and advantage, the inrereff of the 
company, and likewife of the company’s fer- 
vants. 

You 
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Vou are therefdre toforjn a proper and equita- 
ble plan for carrying on ihe fafd tride, and tranf- 
rnit cheiameto us, accompanied by fuchexplana* 
tions, obfervaiions, and remarks, as nlay enable 
us to give our fentiments and direftions rhereupon, 
in a full and explicit minaer. 

In doing this, as before obfelved, you are to 
‘ have a particular regard to tbe intereft and entire 
fatisfaftion of ihe^ibob, both with, refpedt to his 
revenues, .'and the proper fupport of his govern- 
' ment y in Ihort,'-' this plan mull be fettled with his 
free-\sill and confent, and In fuch a manner as not 
to afford an) juft grounds fpr ccmplaint. 

' In the next place, the uimoft care and atten- 
tion muft be ‘beftow^d in forming the fald plan, 
that, in -fome proper mode or fbape, as juft and 
equitable confideration be fecuied for the com- 
pany. 

*. If any mcdnveniences fhall be apprehended 
to arife to "the company’s ioveftments upon 
carrying on fuch an inland trade, you arc to give 
us your full thoughts thereupon., and In what 
manner they may be ob\iated. ^ ■=' 

You are to give us your impartial and unbi'’ned 
thoughts, alfo, whether the carrying on fuch an 
inland tr^de niay affcift the juft rights and privi- 
leges of the French, Dutch, or any Europeans, 
and tend thereby to draw on any narional alterca- 
tions ard embroils, which are by all means to be 
avoided. In forming tlfs faia plan, therefore you' 
are to be particularly careful ro prevent thefe"^ or 
any evils of the like Ivtnd, • 

And here let it be remarked, that no perfons 
v.haifoevcr have a right to trade v/Ithn the limits 

of 
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’ of the company's charter without their !|cenc? ; if 
: any -new .trackn^bf tra«.ie afe fallen into, fure^y, 

' therefore, the company’s intereft pughi to have the' 
preference, and be Suitably 'conhdered) in -order 
to .induce , them 'to- ptrnjii their fen-ants to pariici? 
pate in the advan'ages refolting from fuch trade, '• 

. in the .aoth' paragraph of thb* letter, ;\ye have- 
-tnentianed, that the fum of {ix.tho'jlhnd ppunds a' 
•year is.tb be aHoWed- lord ^Cltye, as.-prefident aha' 
-governor j.‘\ve'do not ’mean jhat-the fum'isYofin- 
••cludc his extraordinary ixpchee?,.'ir(”.'caie‘hU I6;d- 
Ihip’ nVall at any -tiriie^be,{indef jthe' b'ectflity of 
taking the field r'.'We'chbrcfore-.dffedb/tharsIl fiich 
expends be berne by. 'th’e^ company aud'.paid>ta 
his lord/hin, but , of oyr .-.calh'ar Bengal according- 
ly, .in which allthe /ruttality.is Tecommended, that 
■ is confident with the feweb.^ •' 

. The laid fijclthoufand.-pounds | 'year is'lniended 
as an appointment cbldrd CUve only, and mot-to' 
.be aliovved ;to!ahy future' preiident-.^nd .governor.' 
Wethtreforp:dire.<^,>iHat any perfon-who -fliall im.* 
mediately, and In future fuEceed, to’ Ihp goVerhinent 
after ^his lordfhip,' he allowed over and above the 
pommilfion ’bn .{he coinage .duty,' three thoufand 
pounds a year;, as fettled in oyrjetter of the 13th 
of ^Vlarch.iy6i,^ for falary,. expencDs’of his table, 
and.all other charges 'and cxpences wha’tfoeyerVas . 
prefident and governor, • ' V j "- 

• The ^'general .court, of proprietors having bn ac- 
' 'count of-thc critical , fiiuation of , the company's af 
• fairs.in. Bengal, reque/led ..lord Clive to rake upon . 
.blm j.he’.0:a.dnp jmd.tlu'^^mmandA'^ 

the. company’s military forces there • his lordfhip' 
^as been appointed prefident and governor accord- 

S9?;! PS; . ' '■■■ '■4C; ins'/i . 
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tngly, as mentioned in the proceeding part of tht4 
letter T he intention of the general court, in de- 
fifing lord CUve to go to Bengal, was, that by hi^ 
lordQiipscharafter and influence, peace and tran 
quility might be the eaher reftored and eftablilhed 
in that fubahOiip Inorder, therefore, to anfwec 
the purpofesj in a manner that we apprehend may 
prove mod efTeftual, we have thought proper tq 
appoint a committee on this occafion, confifling 
of his Lordfliip, Mr William Bnghtwel) Sum- 
ner, Brigadier General Carnac , alfo MefiTrs Har- 
ry, Vcrelft, and hrancis Sykes, to whom we do 
hereby give full powers to purfue whatever means 
they Ihall judge mod proper to attain thofe dcfirc- 
able ends , bur, however, in all cafes, where it 
can be done convenieml), the council at large is 
to be confuited by the faid committee, though 
the power of determining is to be in that com- 
mitcce alone We further direft, thatasfoonas 
peace and tranquility are refiored and cflablifhed 
in the fubahlhip of Bengal, then the faid extra- 
ordinary powers arc immediately to ccafe, and 
the faid committee be diflbU cd 

As we would have the faid committee, as long 
as It is neceflary to exift, as bcfore-meniioned, td 
confiftof fi\e members, in cafe thereof, a vacancy 
or vacancies, by death or abfcnce from Fort \yil- 
liam, they are to be filled up by the faid com- 
mittee, out of the civil members of the council, 
as they think properfrom time to time 
^ We are alfo to inform you, and dIre^l, that the 
faid committee is to be the committee foe defend- 
ing the fetdements m cafe of being attacked by an 
cremj, agreeable to the direiflions and rules, laid 

down 
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l3own mOMf letter of the 12th of Maf; 175^5 
to which IS to be added, Sir Robert Barker, the 
boloncland commandant of the corps of artiUcry. 

"The powers of the faid committee are by no 
means meant to invahdace or difpencc with, or 
in any ways prevent the carrying into execution 
the orders contained m the 53d paragraph of this 
letter, with refpeil to the deed of covenant of aU 
our fervants both civil and military, are to enter 
into, according to the true mtenc and rtieaning of 
the faid covenant.” > 

Fort ‘William, the r^th of September, 1761?. 

At a fclcft committee, prefent the Right Honour- 
.nble Lord Clive prefident. Brigadier General 
Carnacj Harry Vcrclft, Efq 
The right honourable the prefident has Urged 
the necedity of rcftrifting the future governors 
oi this prefidcncy, m points of trade and private 
inieren:, with arguments of fo much force and 
conviftion, in the following minute, that we un- 
animoully agree in recommending his Lordfhip’s 
propofals to the board, that it may be earned 
into execution with all convenient difpatch 

Our attention as a fclcft committee, in- 
veded witli extraordinary powers by the court of 
directors, has been conftmtly cngigcd in re- 
forming the abufes which Ind crept into the 
fcvcral departments of tins government , the 
important worli has been ftcadily profecuted 
with 2cal, diligence, and difinteredrdnefs on our 
parts, and ihc faccefs of aachbourQues Us rca-^ 
fon to hope that our employers will be of opinion, 
tve ha\c cftabUfh'"d many ureful and nccelTary 
regulations , 
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■wgulatlons; many others, however, areftlH xi’anfj 
ing to compleat our plan j but I doubt not that 
the fame principles, which -have hitherto guided 
'our condu^ continue to dire^ andtojuftity 
-'the meafures we have yet to parfuc. 

To place the prefidcnt in fuch a fituatton, as 
-will render his government completely honourable 
*to himfclf, 'and advantageous to the companv, 
appears to be an objed of as ‘much confeqoence, 
■as any chat has been taken into ourconftderation ; 
^^hc^e fuch immenfe revenues arc concerned, 
where power and authority arc fo enlarged, and 
where the eye of juftice, and of equity fhould bef 
ever watchful. A governor ought not to be cm- 
barralTcd with private bufinefs; he ought to be 
free from every occupation in whicli his judgment 
can polTibly be biafTcd by his intcreft. The ex- 
tenfive commercial aSairs, the IVudyof the finances^ 
the politics of the country, the cpiftolary corre- 
fpondence, the proceedings of both council and 
committee, thefe are fofRcicnt to employ every 
moment of his time; and I am conBdenr, that 
they cannot be conduced wuh the requifite atten- 
tion to the comp2n)’s jntcreft, if the mind of the 
governor be divcrtc^i, by complicated mcrcanutc 
accounts of his ov/n. 

If we look b'»ck upon ihofc'* unhappy diflenfions 
which havefrcquently brought the company’s pof- 
fcflions in Bengal almofl to the point of deftruc- 
lion ) we fliail find, that they have generally pro-^ 
cceded from the condufl of governors, who, fo 
eager in purfuit of private mterefi, invc involved 
thcmfclvcs in afiatis which could not be reconciled 
to the ftri£l principles of imegtity, to prevent 

ferutimes 
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fcrUtjriies ind difcoverics, which might in 
gree affcft their honour, they have frequently 
been reduced to the neccfiity of conniving at 
abufes, \;hich would othcrwife have been brought 
to light, arfd remedied The welfare of th^ great 
company (hould be the folc ftudy of a governor, 
htcached to that point alone , his meafurcs could 
never be thwarted by the malice of oppofibonV 
becaufe they would all be propofed for the public 
good , and aflions will always be juCtified or con- 
demned, from the principals on which they ard 
founded. Such a ftatc of independency and ho- 
nour, muft be highly eligible to a governor j and, 
m my opinion, it can only be acquired by cutting 
off all polTtbiltcy of his benefiting b/ trade, or b/ 
that influence which "his power neccrTanly gives 
him in thoft opulent provinces. 

I therefore propofe, thar the governor lhall, m 
the maft public manner, in the prefence of all 
ihe company’s fervants, the mayor, ’ind aldermen, 
and free merchants affembled at the mayor’s court, 
take the oath, and execute the penalty bond here- 
unto annexed 

The confiderattons I have propofed, is one 
eighth per cent upon the revenues, excepting 
thole arifing from the company’s own lands ac 
Calcutta, Burdv/an, Midnapore, and Chittagong. 

Although by thefe means a governor will noc 
be able ro amafi a fortune of a million, or half a 
mdlion, m tne fpace of two or three years, yet ne 
will acquire a very handlbmc independency, and be 
in that very fituation -which a man of nice honour,- 
and true zeal for the fcrvicc, would wi*h to pofiefs. r 


Thus 
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Thus filuatcd, he may defy all oppofitfon 
council, he will have nothing to afk, nothing to 
propoic, but what he means for the advantage of 
his employers • he may defy the law, becatife there 
can be no foundation for a bill of difco\cry, and 
he may defy the obloquy of the world, beuaufe 
there can be nothing cenfurabfe m his conduft , ill 
ihort, if ftability enn be infured to fueb a goiern- 
ment ms this, where riches have been acquired m 
abundance, jn a fmall fpace of time, by ^11 ways 
and means, and by men with or without capacr- 
ties. It muft be effedted by a governor thus re- 
flnfted, and I (hall ihinh it an honour it my pro; 
’pofal be approved, to fet the firft example* ^ 

' The oath to be talen m the moft public manner 
by the prefident, 

^ The penal bond to be entered into by the preJ 
iideot. 

Ordered, That the above oath and bond be en- 
tered after the proceedingsi 

(Signed) Clive, John Carnac, H Verelfl:# 

Mayor’s Court at Calcutta, at Fort William in 
Bengali 

At a court held ort Wednefday the firft day of 
Odtober, in thcfiocih.vtarof the reign ofourfove- 
icign lord tJeorge' the thud, king of Great Britain, 
Trance and Ireland, king, defender of the faith, &c. 
and m the year of our lord, one thoufand feven 
hundred and fixty-fix. 


Trefenti 
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^Prefent. 

James Letter, Efq; major, Mr" Robert Do- 
^Infon, Mr. Thomas Woodw&rci, Mr. ^Cornelius 
iGoodwm, Mr. David Kdlican, Mr. Matthew 
Miller, Mr Thomas French^ Mr. George Leary 
and Mr. Jofeph JcLjll, Aldermen. > ' 

This being the day appointed for the right ho-' 
pourable_Robert lord Clive, who now is governor 
or prettdent of Fort William, m Bengal aforefaid, 
to take an oath, or make an afndavif rn the faid 
court, and execute a deed or covenant, in a large 
penalty which are expedted and intended to be 
^worn to, and renew^ or executed by all future 
•governors, orprefidcnts of Fort William m Bengal 
^forefaid. ' 


The En5 of the Third Volctme* 



